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The Ceremony

It bride and groom repeat the same vows sa their
parents redeated, and if the same tears are shed now
that they were shed five generations before at the
same rite, then the ceremony has its continuity and
resonances. The Formality may be boring but itis
not meaningless.

A wedding is public business. That is the
point of it. The couple are not merely marrying one
another. They are joining the enterprise of the
human race. They are, at least in part, submitting
themselves to the larger logics of life. They enter
into a contract with processes deeper they can
know. At the moment of their binding, they should
subsume their egos into that larger business within
whish their small lyricisms become tinny and exhi-
bitionistic. The ceremony dignifies the couple pre-
cisely tothe degree that they lose themselves therein.
The mystery of what they do is more interesting
than they can ever be.

Lance Morrow

From a TIME essay entitled:
“The Hazards of Homemade Vows'
[Time Magazine, June 27, 1983]
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