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THIS IS RANGOON

IF THE visiTor to Rangoon is among those who believe
that cities have their own distinctive personalities, he will,
see that Rangoon has a personality that is unique,
stemming, partly, from the Shwe Dagon Pugoda which
dominales the city’'s landscape, the life of ity ciuzens and
.also the pcopte ol Burma, With its threc hundred-and-
twenty-six feet of majestic skyscraper glory. scemingly, it
offers an inescapable reminder of man’s hish destiny.

Whichever way he comes, by sca, up the Rangoon River,
ot by air, there is the Shwe Dagon greeting bim, cven
beckoning to bim, announcing unmistakabiy that he has
touched an essentially Buddhist country, the Land of
Pagodas, the Shwe Dagon standing pre-cmminent among
them all, variously described by foreign visitors as “a
pyramid of fire”, * the waking, winking wonder ”, * the
golden princess”, “the fairest place that doe be in all
the Worlde ”, “ the golden splendour ” and so on. Such
descriptions are apt and fitting in their own way, bui de
not sufficicntly or adequatcly hit off what this great
pagoda mecans to the people themselves.

¢ Dagon from the Air
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It is at the Shwe Dagon, beauntifully flood-lic at night,
and the other famous and the notso-famous pagodas that
enliven thc Burmese panorama, that you find real Burma
and the real Burmese. It is there that vou have a chance
to see the heart of Burma and get an insight inwo her
culture and her dceply religious life and aniwudes, It is
round aboul their pagodas thar you discover their ari,
drawing its inspiration from their notable rcligious faith
and the tropical richness of their surroundings.

Rangoon is, as cities go, a comparatively new city, that
is, in its present shape. Though it has been a commer
dal metropolis from the middle of the 18th Century,
growing in importance, decade afier decade, it had no
polidcal siarus rll it became the political metropolis of
the Briush, after the anmpexation by them of Lower
Burma in 1852.

Rnown as Okkala, way back in the mists of history,
and later Dagon, possibly getting ils name [rom the Shwe
Dagou Pagoda, being renamed Ran-kon, meaning “ End
of Strife ” or “ War Inded ", after (he conquest of Lower
Burma by King Alaungpaya in 1753, the city came to be
Rangoon—eusy anglicisation from Ren-kon to Rangoon.

For a Jong time, Rangoon was nothing more than an
oversized village; it was s0 when Alaungpaya, for the first
time, made it the principal port of Burma in prefcrence
to Syriam (just across the River) which formerly had the
pride of place. Alaungpaya’s Rangoon was a riverside
village, with a total area of not morc than an eighth of a

7
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square muile and with a circumference of just a couple
of miles. It was after the British chose to make it theit
administrative centre that the present chess-hoard pattern
- city, planncd by their engineers. emerged, the cross sirects
~ being numbered in the American way. Heavily bartercd
| during World War II, the city is now picking up gradu-
ally. Rangoon and its suburbs now cover an area of 47
- square miles and a population of 8,00,000,

Externally, Rangoon is linked by air and sea and,
internally, it is the ferminal for Burma’s inland water,
air, road and railway transportation systens,

Set in a mopical woodland, Rangoon has a charm all
its own, withour the concomitant disadvantazes that go
with overgrown western cides. Jt is a garden city,
acquiring a measure of its beauty, to meniion only onc
Typical Wooden | aspect of it, from the lakes, making it a lake city, too.
House on Slills The Rangoon River gives it colour and a peninsunlar look
(as seen from the air) touching the city, as it does, east,
south, west and the Pazundaung Creek at the Monkey
Point. Modern buildings jostle with wooden ones on
stilts. You see automobiles, horse-drawn carriages and
what are called “ trishaws”, which have revlaced man-
* drawn rickshaws after Independence; the 435-acre Univer-
sity campus certainly gives distinction to the city; and the
Mingaladon Airport, 11 miles out of Rangoon, bids fair
to become the Clapham Junction of airwais in South
- and South Fast Asia. As you will see, Rungoon has a
wealth of sightseer’s centres and, modern ¢nough in an

Round the Clock
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ancient cultural sctting, this hcart-centre of this litlle
Jand of aragnificent wopical beauty, wif] not disappoint
you.,

Independent Burma, struggling, wiih pereeptible earnest-
ness, to build and 0 move forward, has her concrete
achievements o show in Rangoon. As a standing monu-
ment Lo this social earnestness of hers, you sce the Yankin
Myo or Kanbe Howsing I'roject, a well-designed satellite
or fringe township, with six di(Terent types of residential
buildings, and with all the community amenites that go
with a firsi-class modern township; you see a programme
of slum clearance and rcbuilding; a few miles out of town,
you see 2 (ransit township (Thingangyun) built of bamboo
and other materialy, available in abundance in Burma,
1o house 4.006 familics of lire victims and the displaced.

There is the Industrial Complex coming up at Gyogon,
7 miles owt of Rangoon, on the road o JInsein, where,
for a start, the Burma Pharmaccutical Warks, a Steel
Rolling Mill, a Jute Mijl, a2 plam for the manufactare
of small eleciric motors, thc Agricultural Research Insti-
tute and a thermo-electric generating plant (o supply
power (o the various industrial units) are springing.up.

The visitor should certainly be interested in the Kaba
Aye Pagoda, completed in 1932, dedicated to World
Pcace and Understanding, and standing, rightly cnough,
as a svmbol of a peaceloving, and cven a pciace-hungry,
people.

Next door, you have the Maha Pasana Giha, a cave hall
with a capacity to sear 10,000 persons and specially built
to hold the Sixth Great Buddhist Synod, an interpational
Buddhis¢ gathering, which commenced in May 1954 and
will be in session for two long years—a world record
marathon session—devoted Lo the editing and codification
of the Buddhist Scriptures.

These wrve Burmese Payaso!s
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You do not have 1o go very far out of this busy cosmo- °
politan sea-port city to get an idea of how the Burmese
countryside looks. The suburb of Kemmendine—s miles -
10 the west of Ranguon—is a pristinc Burmese village
and, here, you can see the Burmnesc in their sctting.
Here, you can sec Burmese parasols being madce and stone
images of the Buddha sculpted, besides the wcaving and
dyeing of the ycllow robes worn by the phongyis—mem-
bers of the Buddbist clerical order. I[ your intcrests
extend to duck and pig breeding, there is Kamayuf,
another suburb 2 miles to the north of Kcramendine.
Herc you will also sce manufacture of aluminium house-
hold utensils, hosiery, soap, biscuits and umbrellas.

There are other suburban villages reaching out from
the British-built Rangoon, clustering in the midst of tall
tropical trees, and, if you flew ovet, you would see build-
ings, big and small, modern and wood or bamboo:built,
glcaming throngh 77 square miles of exotic parkland.

Along the long stretch of the Strand Road, runming
parallel to the Rangoon River, besides the Strand Hotel,
where you will, perhaps, stay, you have the Port of
Rangoon and its busy wharves. ‘The river here is 8vo
vards wide, with a harbour foreshore of 7200 yards, the
depths varying from 35 o0 50 feetr, the noted wharves being '’
the Sule Pagoda Wharves, the Ahblone Wharf and the
Brouking Street Wharves, besides g2 small pontoons and
17 public jetties used by the river craft of the inland
waterways, the ferry services and the local cargo boats.

’i

Round the Globe
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Coming into the city, the Sule Pagoda is the principal
andmark; the Sule Pagoda Road being one of the broadest.
nd the Merchant, the Phayre and the Dalhousie Streets
nousing the city’s principal business firms and public
offices.
The Aung Sun Stadium (facing the Rangoon Railwavx
Sration, destroyed during the War and rebuilt, an example
of modern Burmcese architecture) is the heavicentre of
Burma’s sportloving pcople, where international and
inter-district matches and (ournaments in foothall, cricket,
hockey, badminton, tennis and other ficld and  track
events are held. The Stadium is also the venuce for inass
satherings on important national holidays, such as the
nion Day, the Resistance Day and so on.
Going north-west towards the suburb of Kyaikasan, there
the Rangoon Turf Club, whose racecourse i reputedly
the finest in Asia. The track is a 13 miles’ griass oval and
President’s House {the horscs run in clock-wise fashion. Sundav i~ the Race
Durbar Hall with King Thibaw’s Throne in the Background Mecting day, save during the summer months. The Turf
Club, which administers another race-track in Mandalay,
earned deserved local distinction as a dispenser of
thuge charitics.
The life-size bronze statue of General Aung San, sup-
rerme architect of Independent Burma, designed by Mr. E.
Bainbridge Copoall, presides over the Royal Lakes and
he principal parkland of Rangoon., In the ‘icinity of
ithe statue and beyond, there are small plants coming up
tree-planting initiated by all departments of (e Union

East or West / A
KLM is best %, /
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overnment in celebration of the World Arbor Day in
1954-
Under the shadow of the Shwe Dagon and on Arzant
{Martyrs’) Hill, overseeing a good bit of the city, there
s the Martyrs’ Mausolcumn where the bodies ol General
{Aung San and his six Cabinet colleagues lic buried.
hey were assassinated while at a Cabinet mecting in the
Secrcturiat buildings on 19th July 1947).
On the Ahlone Road (o the west, is the President's
ouse, the oflicial residence of the President of the Union
of Burina, in extensive grounds covering 76 acres of hilly
garden land. Before Independence it was the British
overnors’ rcsidence, then styled * Gavernment House ™.
n the Durbar Hall of this presidential palace. you will
ind ihe throne of King Thibaw, the last of the Burmese
ngs.

Wood-carving from a cabinet in the President’s House

: of King Thibow's Throne
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IN AND AROUND
THE TOWN

THE open scason for a tourist is somewhere between the
d of September and the end of March.
English is normally spoken and there is no prohibition.
The story is told of a man in Pegu whose liouse and bis
ife in it were in Imminent danger of being lost, when
e floodwaters kept on rising. Neitber the house nor
e wife Intcrested him, as, at that momeunt, he had
tered a boal-race. He seized the opportunity aflorded

fa s ; : =24 by the {loods and promptly caught hold of a canoe and
- rted rowing for praciice! Somebodv with a sense of
humour must have thought up the story, bur there is a
- s : grzin of truth in it, throwing a meaninglul sidelJight

o =
e eaiotaey

on the Burmese, that is, their irrepressible love of sport.

You must look for Chinlon. 'This is sowmcthing that
you will sce nowhere else, a Burmese vavierv of a ball
game which demands great dexterity and skill. It is a
group game in which a cane ball 35 tossed about, bringing

21
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pant of the body into operation cxcept the hands
kept moving in the air, as Jong as it is possible to

so or as long as the practised skill of the plavers keeps
it so. You will perhaps sce it played at street corners.
almost anywhere.

There are votaries of modern games, but among them,
foothall claims the largest clientele in this country—
fFootball, which lLas now become almost a national game.
The Burmese have taken to football with such grear
avidity that, often, ouc finds rraflic dislocated by streets
being cordoned off by signboards carryinz ihe words
“PLAY STREET”, wherc you will find bows playing
foothall, with anything that they could Jay their hands on.
from a tennis ball to a real football. The crowds at a
Chinlon (Wood-cut) : pagoda festival, colourful, gay and astonishingly brighc
are a sight for the gods but a football crowd in Rangoon
is something that hits you in the facc.

Cock fights are common, especially in the villages and.
if you are lucky, you can sce onc in the Rangoon suburbs.

As a part of a better cattle drive, recently o% races and
bullock cart races have been thought of. But when there
s 2 hoarrace on the Royal Lakes—there are legrown
boats in the Inle l.akes in the Shan States—the whole
; city turns up and, overnight, hundreds of hzoths spring
up to cater 1o the crowds that patronise the occasion.

The golf enthusiast has the Burma Golf Club and the
Rangoon Golf Club; the swimmer has the Maye Marine
Club and the Kokine Swimming Club; 1oa ¢an have
boating or yachting for a small [cc on the Inya Lakes

Don’t just fly, fly ...
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and the Rotarian tourist has the Rangoon Rotary Club
which generally mccts at the Strand Hotel and the
Mason his Lodges.

Cigars, fancied by Sit Winston Churchill, must have
the subtle quality ol excellence in them and Burma’s
celebrated Panuwbyu cigars, wbich you can buy from che
Great Eastern Trading Corporation, facing the Bogyoke
Marker, or Scott Market, as it used to by called, were
rightfully knowu all over the world even before Ghurchill
sruoked them, Smokers’ requisites and all che various
brands of cigarettes known to smokers anywhere can be
had in Rangoon’s shops. Tinned provisions are always
in abundant supply. Imported Australian fruits such as
apples, pears, grapes, grape-fruils, pruncs, figs could bz
bad all the year round and Burmese tropical fruits such
as dooriang (for which you have to acquire a taste),
ruangosteens, lychees, mangaes and cashew nuts in their
respective seasons.

Rangoon’s Chinatown, besides th? Col'our that goes with Vachis on the Inya Lahe
Chinatowns everywhere, and the incvitable Joss House, Union of Burma Giub on the Royal Lai.c:
is a place where you can look for Chinese curios and
art-ware. o

Rowe & Co. on Dalbousic Street is a western-type
departmcmui storc. A little further down there s
Tejoomal’s for carpets and silver-ware and close by in
Phayre Strcet is the Ceylon Trading Company noted for
its precious stones, rubies and jade.

You can look for Burmese silks at the small cmporium

Service with a smile
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in the Strand Hotd, the shops jn Edward. Street and,
principally, at the Bogyoke Maurket, which iy Rangoon’s
fagshionable shopping centre. Here, at this Market, and also
al the Governmentrun Cotiage Industries Emporium on
Maung Taulay Street, you can bave Burmese arts and crafts
--silver bowls, Jacquer-warc and ivory, At this Marker

and at the jewellers’ shops on Mogul and Dalhousie’

Strects, you can pick up Burmese precious scoves such as
rubies and jadc, moonstoue and cmeralds.

Of an evening, after the lights have gonce up, along
almost the whole stretch of Fraser Street and on one
side. you see what is called the Night Bazaar—small
booths facing the regular shops and colourfully displaying
all sorts of guods and to sf_roll'a}ong the bazar will be
an unforgetiable expericnce.

The Lakes in Rupgoon arc a positive attraction.
Driving into (own from the Mingaladon Airport, you will
come across the Inya and Kokine Lakes wbich afford
boating and fishing. At the foot of the Shwe Dagon you
sce the Royu) Lakes or Ken Daw Gyi as they are called,
where the local boat races are generally held. A walk
round these lakes, starting with Park Road—you sec
General Aung San’s. bronze statuc on the way-—and
ending up at the Union of Burma Club, on what is called
Lake Avenue, @ good three miles, will be a bracing cffort.

You would want to visit the Rangoon War Cemetery
on the Rangoon Prome Rovad, about live miles out of
town, maintained by the Jmperial War Graves Commis-
sion, where the Allied War Dead of World War Il arc
buried. (Sir Anthony Eden’s son is buried bere).

Tbhe Rangoon Zoojogical Gardens on King Edward
Avenue, close o the Royal Lakes, the Agni-Horticultaral
Gardens on Jattle Ststers’ Road, (he Sacred "[arde Tanks
at the foot of-the Shwe Dagon Pagoda and at the Bota-

I

taung Pagoda in East Rangoon and U Wisra Statme at
the junction of four roads, ncar the western -loves of the
Shwe Dagon (Lhe statue of a politically-conscinns Buddhis:
monk who died in jail jn 1929 after a fast-unto-death as
a protest against the imposition of restrictions on religions
observances by the British) will draw you.

You have famous Chinesc restanrauts—ihe Thamaing
Restaurant on the Rapgoon-Insein Road, the Kwan Lock

_Hotel on 2gnd Strect, the Nam Sin and 1he Nam Yeon

Hotels on 8th Mile, Rangoon-Prome Road. Tor western-
style lunch or tea you have the Sun Calc, the Contu-
nental Tea Rooms and the Orient TTotel and the Shamic
for tea and, especially, ices.

Just across the River by launch you can veach Syriam—
a 45-minutes’ run—an old Portuguese Scrilemene which
once was an important port of Burma hefore Rangoor
wius developed, and where the Burmah Oil Conipany’s oi]
rchineries opcrate. A few hours’ trip on be river w
Maubin is an exccllent refresber.  Aguin. dependin:
‘upon the tme that a tourist has, an excursion by launch

The Rangoon Zoo




- U Wisard’s Stalue with the Shwe Dagon in the Bachground
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to Bassein should be possible. Bassein is known for its
large shipments of rice, manufacture of silk parasols,
scencs from the Buddha's life painted on them, and for
its wirtle cggs in the islands round about. You can also
fly to Bassein.

From Raogoon you can motor up to Pegu, 52 milcs
10 the north. to see the colossal image of the reclining
Buddha ar.the Shwe Tha Lyaung Pagoda.

Serving 68 Countries
on 6 Continents

Water Festival Scene—Burmese Damsels dancing on the

30
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FESTIVALS

If you happen to be in Rangoon when (he (estivals are
on, you get a deep glimpse of the Burmcse character.
The Burmesc festivals, Jike the Burmese pagodas, belp
you io se¢ the Burmese as they are. Their predilection
towards unaftected good fellowship Is to be seen in the
various festival-carnivals. Primarily, these festivals are
religious in origin, but therve is scarcely a festival which
is not full of mirthful cnjoyment.

There are two [estivals signifying the commencement

and the end of the Buddhist Lent—a period of three |
months, between July and October—which synchronises}
with the beavy rainy reason. "T'he WAZO Festival, at |
the commencement of the Lent, marks the sojourn of -the
Buddha in Tavalimsa (Hcaven) when He preached the
philosophy of the Abhidharmma 1o the Devas there. "Lhis |
festival is mainly devoted to the offering of gifts to the |
Buddhist monks to belp them with their austerities |
during the Lent. During this period of Leng there are]

no weddings, no couriships and a Burmesc wounld not}

cven think of changing his residence.

At the end of the LenL (October), there is the great]
Festival of THADINGYUT, celebrated on a full moon:
day and marked by illuminations, when even the poorest|

would have some candles burning if he cannot afford§
paper lanterns or madern electric lamps, signifying the’

rcturn of the Buddha to the carth, when al) the way down.
the gods jllnrmined the Buddba’s path.
Then we bave the TAZAUNGDAING Testival, some-]
where in the middle of November, again on a full moon |
day, another occasion for illuminations and ‘sending up
of fire balloons and crackers.
Then therc¢ is the FULL MOON Q¥ TABODWE in

sic.com

| February, 1 harvest festival signifying the guthcring in of
the paddy, the principal agricultural product of Burma.
The Burmese New Year is THINGYAN in April, also
known as the Water Festival., It gencerally falls roughly
in the sccond week of April and runs for [our days, when
the Burmcse literally lct themselves go, svlashing and
pourmg water on friends and strangers alike and mdu1g~
g in a round of merriment, the like of which one can-
Dot come across anywhere ¢lsc. On the fourth day, that
is after the three days of waler-throwing and parading in
groups, or in gaily decorated cars and floats. dnging and

Water throwing—
drenched but happy!
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ancing, the New Year is ushered in, when the Buddha
nages are ceremonially bathed and Buddhist monks are
avishly cntertained.
On the full moon day of Kason in Mav falls the
ASON NYAUNG YE THOON PIWE Tcstival. a
elebration which is thriced blessed, being the dayv of the
Buddha’s Birth, His Enlightenment and the Attaimunent of
is Nirvana. On this day, the Buddhists pour water on
he sacred banyan tree.
There is another kind of festival thai docs not come
ithin the usual run of festivals, but observed with
exrraordinary eclat, marking the death of a Sayadaw
[abbot of a monastery)—the Phongyi-byan. Actually, it
5 better described as a funeral festival, the obsequies
preading over a number of days. The cumulative merit
the previous cycles of existence bore fruit. the man
Became o phongyt and a sayedaw because of his cccle-
gastical cminence and, in his life, as a disunguished
@Bmember of the cerical order, he earned 1he right o
Phongyi-Byan—Mourners extolling the depurted Sayodaw | Nirvang, the cherished goal of all Buddhists. The body
s zenerally cmbalmed and lies in state for a [ew days.
eve arc two catafalques, specially erected, the onc in
ich the body actually lies in state and the other a
plicate token one.” At the latter, professional mourners,
song and word, extol the achievements of the late
sdaw. On the actual day of the cremation. which takes
pace on a lavishly and colourfully decorated pire, thous-
ds of devout men, women and children torcgather to
g2y homage (0 the departed—an occasion which bears the
spect of a pagoda [estival,

Phongyi-B)\a'rlz-—Decamted Funeral Pyve




"PAGODAS AND PLACES
OF RELIGIOUS INTERLEST

HOUGH the pagodas are known as such to (he oulside
sorld, the pagoda 1o a Burmese is a zed: (cetiva in Pali).
Nepal, it is chaitya and, in Thailand, ched:. The
e © pugoda’ has a curicus history. It is the Sinhalese
fm Dugoba transposed and Degoba again cones from
£ Sanskrit term Dhatu Garbha, mcaning a shrine for
fics. It is said that Gautama Buddha himself desired
B2z 2 rumulus in the shape of a mound of rice should he
#sed over his grave and that in the womb of his mother,
een Maya, the embryo Buddha was like a loms bud—
Bese two together, in a manner of speaking, project the
chitectural concept of the pagoda. There arc four hinds
pagodas: —
1. Dhatu Zedi, enshrining rclics;

2. Pari-bhoga Zedi, enshrining lmplements or gar-
ments of the Buddhas or Buddhist sainis:

close-up
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3. Uddissaka Zedi, cnsbrining the images of the
Buddha; and

4. Dhamma Zedi, enshrining sacred Dooks.

{(The Shwe Dagon falls under both the first and second
Qlegorics).
Most of the pagodas are of brick and stucco while some
e of stone. The images of the Buddha themselves are
ber of marble, alabaster, bronze and cven of brick and
mortar and, somerimes the smaller ones ol silver and
gold.

Gencrally, in Burma, there are four couventionally
accepted postures of the image of the Buddha: scated
{two postures), standing and recumbeut. The first
posture of the seated image represcmis the Baddba in
‘meditation, with the hands one upon the other xesting
‘near the mnavel, and, the sccond, Enlightenment, the
Buddha scen crosslegged and the left hand open on the
lap and the right hand on the right knce the fingers
pointing downward. The standing image represents the
Buddba tcaching, with the right hand raised: the recom-
bent posture is that of the Buddha ac (he twe of cutering

Nirvana, lying on his right side, the head in rhe right

3 S Band and the left aym lying on the lefi leg.

The SHWE DAGON, 2 sbrinc hield in profound vene-
ration by Buddhists the world over, 15 legend and
history packed. Belicved to have been buile in 585 B.C..
origiually it was a mere 27 fect in height. brought up
20 its present physical glory and height of 326 feet in Lhe

Reclining Buddha on Shwe Dagon platform

Reflection of the SH
The Rell Dagon in the I§

It’s 6n recommendation that
9 out of 10 passengers fly . . .

EN
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15th century by Shin Sawbu, Qucen ol Pegu, while in
retirement, having abdicated ber throne in favour of her
son-in-taw.
mands is not only because it is a hoary shrine dating back
2500 years, but also because of the authenticity of its
origin which finds support in Buddhist seriptures. It is
held and belicved that a couple of Burmese traders—
Tapussa and Bhallika of thc Mon Kingdom of Okkala
(Uthala in Sanskrit)—who had gone over to India by sea,
me( the Buddha ang reccived a gift of cight Hairs from
His own hands. On their return, this sacred gift was
enshrined by the then King, Okkalapa, in a golden pagoda
on the T heingutiarra Hill, the most natural lacation for
a temple. It is also believed that the sacred relics of the
three preceding Buddhas, which had been enshrined on
this hill—a swaff, a water dipper (Rlter) and a bathing
garment—were excavated and re-consecrated or re-cushrin-
cd along with the new relics, in cffect giving the Pagoda
a [ourfold religious sigmificance and importance. Kings,
qucens zand commoners, have, through the cenguries,

bestowed gold, silver, und what have you, to beautify the

pagoda. The gold-plating and the precious stones in the
diamond bud and the vane and the umbrella, or A/t as
it is called, musi easily mn into some millions of kyats.

There arc¢ four covered approaches with ascending flights |

of steps from all the four quarters—north, south, east and
west, lined with booths of sellers of offerings such as
flowers, candles and gold leal, not 10 speak of 1oys,
and brasswarc, specially gongs and cymbals. 1f you
entered through the western approach from the U Wisara
Road, you will find, when you get on to the platlorm, a

figure of King Okkalapa, who built the pagoda, on the |

wall rowards the west—north-west corner.

The base of the pagoda is 2 ft. § ins. in height with a
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The veneration and worship it now com-!
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imeter of 1420 feet. You will (ind on the »latform 64
ler pagedas, with 4 large ones right in the centre of
four cardinal points. There are sphinxes, chinthes
leogryphs, innumerable shrincs, fezaungs and rest
ses which the Burmese call zayats.  The plaiform
‘self is marble-paved and, whichever way vou turn. you
wil] find excellent woodcarvings, floral designs and mosaic-
‘wrought pillars.  You will see many flgures of the
Baddha, cast in alabaster and sometimes in brass. You
‘will see (he famous bells—the Maha Ghante Bell, 7 feet
‘Bigh, 6-2 fcet wide and 1 foot thick and welghing 16 tons,
zifted by Singu Min in 1798 and the Mahatisadda Ghanta
Bell, weighing 40 tons, 83 feet high, 7 fL. 8 ins. wide and
1 foot thick—King Tharrawaddy's gift made in 1841 and
mking a sccond place in its size, the first onc being at
Mingun in Upper Burma. (The former has won a place
m history. It is the bell the British unsuccessfully
attempted to carr away as a war teophy to Calcutta, The |
maft gave way and the bell fcll into the Ranvoon River,
defying ail salvage opcrations. The Burme-c. after some
wears, brought it up and re-installed it).

Independence Monwment with Sule Pagoda and
in the background

i City Hall
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If you entered by the southern stairway, you will (ind ;
two huge leogryphs, go feet high, and you will be accosted

by statues of ogres. .

Looking up, after the base, you will see threc terraces
called piccayas; the 64 small pagodas and the 4 big ones
on the [irst tertace.
the bell, Khaung Laung Pone, with a cirlcumt‘cn'rcncc of
442 feet at he base and 192 feet al the w0p, goipg 10 2
height of 70 fi. 4 ins. Then comes the inveried bhegging

bowl or thabeik as it is called; the twisted turban or |

baung yit, taking you another 41 feey above; the Jolus
Rower g1 L 5 ins. high; the plantain bud spire 52 [t. u
ins. high; the hii or umbrella going up am‘)t.her 98 feet
(donated by King Mindon, the Jast-but-one King of Burma
and estimated to cost in the neighbourhood of £50,000)
and the vane tapcring up and reaching towards the
diamond bud on 10p, a globe of gold, studded with pre-
cious stones. .

At the foot of the hill, all round, you will find many
old and ncw monasteries, hidden by huge trees—the
palmyra and the cocoanut fighting for precedence in the

sky. There arc also a aumber of zayats or rest-houses for

pilgrims.
SULE PAGODA

As you go along the Signal Pagoda Road w the south,

cross the Railway Bridge and skirt round the traffic round-
about, vou enter -one of the principal strects of down-

77
Better by air. .. best by;ffn-
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After the next two terraces, you have
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Rangoon which takes its name after the Sule Pagoda,
you see accosting you. This shrine 1s beantifully,

‘even srategically, placed, right in the centre ol the town
‘and, as it were, facing, but effordesslv ignoring, the din

of modern traflic that flows all round. To the lelt, there
ts the magnificent Romancsque-Burmese building which
houses the Rangoon Corporation; to the souilvcast, the
Bandoola Park, with the Independence Monument, and
the Supremc Court in the background; to the south. you
have the banking centre, the Sule Pagoda Road cutting
the Strand Road near the civer wharves; and 10 the west

_vou have the busy shopping centre and Rangoon’s China-

W,

Sule Tagoda goes up to 157 feet und is @ small shrine,
as shrines of antiquity go in Burma. There are two
accounts of the origin of this 2200-vears’ old pagoda. Tt
s said that one Vencrable Mahinda went to Ceglon or
Lanka, as that island used o be called, 246 vears afrer
the Nirvana of thc Buddha, As a return compliment,
three years later, the then king of Cevlon seni an eight-
man dclegation 1o Burma. This delegadon and the gifts

The Keba Aye

Botnioung Pagoda
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and the Buddha Relics brought by it were received by
Bhoga Scna, king of what is now Syriam. The consiruc-
gon of what is now known as the Sulc Puagoda was
entrusted by the King (o his Minister, Athoke. In thos:
days the pagoda was known as Kyaik Kailioke or Kvais
Sura, (Sura meaning a hero and Athoke was u celebrated
bero). In course of rime the pagoda came to be knowrn
as Sule.

The other acconnt has it that during the life-time of
the Buddha himself, people gathered at the <ot on which:
the pagoda has been built—Su meaning s sathering—u-
confer and 10 locate the site for the building of the Shwe
Dagon.

The Sule Tagoda, as it stands now, is ahnost a traffic
Bsland, an oasis of pcace in the heart of busvy modern
Rangoon.

BOTATAUNG PAGODA

Wuar is now Bolataung has risen over the ashes of a
former holy shrine which was bombed out by the Allied
Forces during the coursc of the attack on Rangoon's
wharves in November 1943. Located on the river bank.
the Botataung has been for centurics a navigator’s land-
mark just as the Bu Paeya in ancient Pagan.

Bo connotes a military officer and ta/ming means a
thousand und a thousand military personmel ave said to
: e Bave constituted a guard of honour when the Baddha
e — o _ melics were recetved from India way back two millenia or
' : 's0 ago. Tradition his it that the then king of Syriam
gave onc sacred hair and two body rclics brought
by a mission of eight monks from India to his minister
‘and that these relics were enshrined in a pagoda on 2
'mound on the bank of the Rangoon River. 7,000 cubits
-south-east of the Shwe Dagon Pagoda. The operations

S

dha Image in the Kaba Aye Pagoda
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incidental to the removal of the debris causcd by bombing
afforded concrete authentication of the traditional descrip-
tion of the origin of this pagoda. The excavations
revealed a relic chamber and a stone casket inside it
shaped Jike a pagoda, and quite a variety of treasures
such as precious stoncs, all sorts of ornaments, engraved
terra-cotta plaques, gold, silver, brass and stone images.
As many as 700 images were [oand.  One such terracotta
plaque is of great historical significancc inasmuch as oneé
side beats the imagc of the Lord Buddha and the other
a Pali inscription in the evolved Bralumi script of South
India, the seript adopred by the Mons of that timc.
Inside the stone casket was a second stone casket and,
inside the latter, an cxquisitely wronght tiny pagoda 'o[
gold, rwounted on a silver stand, housing two bodyv relics
and a sucred hair of Lord Buddha. All the treasures
which were thus found are now on display outside, await-
ing the te-consecration of the pagoda.

The new pagoda, built of reinforced concrete, closely
follows the one Lhar was destroyed and gocs up to a height

of 191 fi. 8 ins. It is designed to réetain the ancient motif -

but in a modera garb and hollow inside so that people

could go in.. There is gnotber vnigue feature,” Show- 3
cases have been worked into the walls all round (o house |
the many relics that were uncarthed during the excava- |

Close neighbours ~The Kaba Aye and the Cave

- vears old,

3classic.com

won.  Right in the cenwe, the cxact spot of the old rel-
guary, is a welllike hollow which will be the depository

'of the sacred relics, which, as in the case of the Kaba

Ave, could be taken out for public exposition and worship,
when necessary.

KABA AYE PAGODA

THrRE are thousands and thousands of pagodas of very
great antiquity in Burma, but the Kaba Ayc is just three
architecturally modern in  conception, a
Buddhist shrine forsooth, but dedicated (o 1he hlessed
idea of World Tranquility or World Peace. The inspi-
Tation and the drive for the building of this pagoda
emanated from Pdme Minister U Nu.  Therce is a story
o it. Jn 1948, onc Saya Htay was in meditation at the
ot of the hill known as Shin Ma Kyaung, some miles
om the town of Pakokku. To him there came an old
an, dressed in white, who gave a bamboo siaft on which
e words “ Sir; Mangala” had been inscribed in the Pali
ript, with the request that it should be presented to the
ime Minister. This holy man also desired that U Nu
Bould build 2 pagoda and sccure and reinforce the
opdations of the Buddha Sasana. It was in the natute
a call and U Nu set afoot a scarch tor a snitable site

build a pagoda. The site actvally seleccied was a
dlock, seven miles out of Rangoon, and, surprisingly
mough, called Siri Mangala. The work started in 1950

d was completed in 1g53.
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At (he base, the pagoda is goo feet in circumference
and goes up to a height of 118 [eet, with a gilded finial
The circumfcrence of the Treasure Vault inside is 100]
fecet. There are five images of the Buddha, 8 fcet ing
height, facing the live entrances to the pagoda and in thc]
Treasure Vault thexc is a silver image of the Buddha cast]
in half a2 ton of silver and 4 hundred-wcights of brass.
There is an upper platlorm with 28 gilded images of the
28 previous Buddhas. This is a relic shrine, too, and inj
the reliquary below. arc enshrined a portion of the sacred)
relics of the two principal disciples of the Buddha, Sarz
Putia and Maha Moggalana, discovered by General Cuong
ninghame in one of the three stupas of Sanchi (in Bhopall
State, India) in 1851. These famous relics were for somef
time in a museum in London and, after India became
independent, they werc restored and taken round India;
Burma and Ceylon.

Kaba Aye is constructed in such a manuer as to facili-
tate the cxposition of the relics for public worship on Interior of the Cave—Sixth S\nod in Session
special occasions.

MAHA PASANA GUHA—THE GREAT CAVE

You will not, perhaps, lind the like of it anywberc in the
world. ~ ';

This artificially-built cave—together with the Kaba Ay@
or World Peacc Pagoda as its neighbour and the sun
rounding buildings a¢ Yegu, some seven miles from
Rangoon—forms 2 notable land-mark in Rangoon, peg
haps only coming an immediate sccond to the Shwé
Dagon. The cave is a sort of drecam come true, or
vision which has taken concrete form. Burma's piouf
Prime Minister, U Nu, sat in meditation under the Bodhi
Tree in Bauddha Gaya, India, alter having visited
Satra Panni Cave at Rajgir, in the course of a pilgrimag
to the Buddhist shrincs in the land that cradled t

@ Pasana Guha (the Great Gave)
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Buddha. It was then that U Nu had the vision of a

similar cave in Burma, filled with. learned Buddhist monks:

or Bhikkhus und others from many lands, foregathered to
spread the Buddha’s message of Peace and Light {6r a
war-torn and woubleridden world. Tbhat is how the Cave
came to be.

The Cave was specifically buil{ to hold the Sixth Great
Buddhist Synod (the Ghatta Sangayana)—an. intcrnational
Buddhist Study Group—which opened on the 17th May

1954 and will be, more or less, in continuous session il |

the Full Moon Day ol May 1956, which synchronises with
the 2500th Apniversary of Lord Buddha's Enlightenment.
In the course of the last 2,408 years, five such Councils
have been held at intervals of bundreds of years and, every

rime, the ingpiration has been o purily, edit and codify |

the Buddhist T'exts. ‘T'he first was held, for a period of
seven months, in the Satta Panni Cave in Rajagaha (now

known as Rajgir) in the Indian State currently known as
Bihar, three months after the Buddha's Attainment of
Nirvana; the second, in 443 B.C. at Vesali (now Basral)

in North Bihar, for 2 period of eight months; che third,

again in Bihar, al Patali-putra (the present Pawna) in 408

B.C., this tiwe thc Council lasting ninc months; the
fourth, at Aloka Cave'in the village of Malaya in Ceylon,
somewhere betwéen 29-13 B.C.; and the fifth, in session
for five months, was in Mandalay, Burma, in 1871 and
sponsored by King Mindon. 'This Fifth Synod has left

a unique record of the work done in 52g slonc slabs to!

Where service
o comes first
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posterity—a veritable Buddhist Bible in stone—providing
the raw material for the Sixth Synod.

There arc the Ajanta and the Ellora Caves in South
India reputed for their magnificent paintings done n
Buddhisc monks and there are other caves in Old Pagan
in which Buddhist monks meditated. There are hoart
cves and cave temples clsewhere. But here is a man-
made cave, with a hewnrock exterior and an enormous
assembly hall inside. It has a cupola buiiressed by six
huge concrete pillars and six entrances to niark the Sicih
Great Synod. It took over 9 million kals o build.
Outside, it is 455 feet long and 370 feet broad. The
Assembly Hall inside is 220 feel in Teng:ly and 140 fee:
m width.  Apart from the gilts in monev that poured in.
63.533 people, hailing from all sectors of 1hie communics.
gave their voluntary labhour and 450,145 oft. of broken
bricks, 674,974 cft. of granite blocks, 550.572 slone slab:.
311075 cft. of sand, 11,975 tons of cemen:. 380 tons of
stecl, 775 tons of timber and 124 tons of (cak have gone
mto the making ol Rangoon’s mid-"Twentieth Centurs
Landmark. The construction was launclicd on the 11
March 1953 and completed on the 10th \May 1g5q—1
montihs of hectic and intensive building,

An International Inmstitute for Advauced Buddhistic
Swudics, which will (ake shape before long. will be housed
in the building next-door, the foundation <tone for which
was laid by the Prime Minister on grd Avbril 1954 and
also the buildings which have sprung up in comnection
with the Sixth Buddhist Synod. The range of the Insu-

te is the whole of South-Eas¢ Asia and the principal
objective is to create a centre for scholars, be they Eastern
or Western, specialising in Buddhism and Eastern Phile-
sophy and culture and (o strengthen culiural fricndship

and understanding in the world. 'Fhe emphasis will,
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naturally and rightly enough, be on Buddhistic studics,
but rescarch in religion, history, art and culture of the
region will reccive their due share of attention. A wcll-
equipped modern Jibrary and a small archaeclogical
museumn will be sct up as essential adjuncts to the Insti-
tute. The International Institute for Advanced Buddhis-
tic Studies could certainly be reckoned as a mnatural
consummation of the Sixth Buddhist Synod.

CHAUK HTAT KYI PAGODA

THe Chauk Htat-Kyi Pagoda is a-reclining image of the
Buddha, on the Shwegondine Road, even bigger than the
similar celebrated image at Pegu. In the vicinity therc
is a well-known monastery taking its name after the image,
justly famous all over Burma as a centre of scholarship.
This monastery houses over Goo Buddhist pricsts who
study and teach Buddhist scriplures and Pali language
and Jiterature.

KOLE DAT KYI PAGODA

THE Koe Dat Kyi is a Gx-foot high sitting image of the |

Buddha, located in Kemmendine, a suburb of Rangoon,
a little over 4 mile north.west of the Shwe Dagon Pagoda.
The image can be-seen from a long distance and in the
neighbourbood there are many monasterics. There is also
a reliquary inside the image enshrining rclics of the

Buddha and the Argqhats in gold and jewcl receptacles

and many images of gold, silver, pcarl and precious stones.

NGA DAT KYI FPAGODA

THaE Ngﬁ Dat Kyi is a sitting image of tbe Buddba
located in the Ashay Tawya Kyaung Tatk (now known as |
Nga Dat Kyi Kyaung Taik, taking its name after the |

image) in Campbell Road, Bahan Quarter.

b2
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SOME PRINCIPAL MONASTLRIES

THE Thathana Yeiktha, on Hermitage Road, was estab-
lished i 1950 by the Venerable Sayadaw Mahasi, It is
housed on 18 acres of woodland and is a popular medita-
tional retreat for Buddhists.

The Paya Gy: Kyaung Taik on Shwegondine Road s
another [amous monastery housed in modern buildings
and is noted for its scholarship and teaching of the
Dhamma.-

The Mingun Tawya.: In the Golden Valley, off Boun-
dary Road, you have the Mingun Tawya, a retreat housed
on a site ol 24 acres and ideally placed.

THE UNION BUDDHA SASANA COUNCIL

THE Union Buddha Sasana Council is a statutory bodv
set up under the Buddha Sasana Council Act (No. 56 of
1950) and designed to function as the spearhead of an
energetic propagation of Buddha Dhamma abroad and to
strengthen  the foundations of Buddhism in Burma.
Buddhists generally belicve that the Buddha Sasana can
only be properly organised and maintained with the
determined and purposeful support of the three principal
agencies ol the community, namecly, the Bhikku Sangha,
the Government and the People. The Union Buddha
Sasang Council has on iL representation for these three
agencies. The General Council and 1the Execuorive
Council comprise representatives of the Bhikku Sangha.
elected representatives of religious organisations in the
Jand and members nominated by Government. The
Council has sct up four Standing Commitiees—i. Pari-
yatti Committee ; 2. Pati-Patli Commitiee ; 5. Buddnz
Sasana Propagation Committee and 4. Finance Commictee.
The Sixth Buddhist Synod was organised and is being
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run undcr the anspices of the Council. Boards of editors
and revicwers, hand-picked from among the abbots and
monks of the Theravada Buddhist countries, arc handling
the mamnoth task of revising, editing and publishing the
approved scriprures. Many publications have been
brought out. lixaminations in the Abhidhamma are
being held.  The teaching of the Dhamma has been
taken into jails and prisons througbout the land.
Missions to [orcign lands.-for the propagation of Buddhisin
abroad will be going out in the not distant future.

The Council's Adiministrative Offices, the printing press
and other subsidiary institutions are housed in new build-
ings specially erecled in the vicinity of Kuba Aye Pagoda
and the Mahad Pasina Guba.

v

The Chauk Htat Kyi Image

“PYIDAWTHA"
RANGOON

ExTHUSTASTICALLY and  purposefully committed o the
building-up of a Welfare State (Pyidawthe: within the
frame-work of a gradually-broadening demaocratic social
base, the Burmese Government has crealed new social
welfare agencies, vehicles of the modern urge, to educate
and re-educate the citizenry, to provide effective media for
the expression of the forces released by the advent of
national freedom and (o justify the ways of democracy to
the common man. The Rehabilitation Brigade, the
Burma Translation Society and the Mass Education
Council, to meniion three of them, and the thirty-five

- vear old Universily, centred on Rangoon, are determinedly

endeavouring to aflord a new direction to the people, a
fresh impulse to national eflort and, certainly. a new hope
of a beiter and an assured future.

THE REHABILITATION BRIGADE—
AUNG SAN MYO

Tue Rchabilitation Brigade, whose main centre is the

ot
(&1}
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Aung San Myo, (2 miles from Rangoon, is Burma's essay
in (itting the peuitent insurgents, the young meén of the’
former Resistance Movement, the demobilised soldicrs and
the unemployed into new trades and useful avocations and
also to find an answer, in 2 small measure, to the great
demand for techmical personnel for the various develop-
mental projects thal are getting under way. In no other
country similarly placed, what with 2 disastrous war and |
an equally disastrous Occupation, with its economy
completely thrown out of gear, has an effort of this type
been made 1o rehahilitate young men who had lost their
moorings for one reason or apother, with (he express
purpose of creating what, in effect, is an Industrial Army.

With legislative sanction in the shape of the Rehabilita-
tion Board Act, the Brigade made a start in 1950, with
520 men and officers. It has now grown into 10 battalions
and 2 technical companies comprising 5,000 men and
when the new expansion plans, now on the anvil,
materialise, it would have a strength in the neighbourhood
of 16,000 trained men. The Brigade is a non<ombatant
technical force in uniform, with a semi-military touch and
discipline. The men are clothed and housed free and
given salaries according to their status. Incentives are
available in the shape of Provident Fund and bonuses.
Training is given, at the moment, mostly in building,
road-making and wood-working skills, a concentration
dictated by the immediate needs of the physical rehabilita.
tion of the country.

Aung San Myo

Burma 7'ranslatlion
Society on Prome Road

Renowned for accuracy

Burma Translation
Society—new building on
56 Merchant Sireet
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The Brigade has handled a variety ol building projects,
road repairs and road construction so successfully (hat the
Government have now decided o press it into their
service a3 a prncipal building and road-making agency,
cutting out, to the extent possible, the private contractor
and the middle-man. The signifcance of the Rehabilita:
tion Brigade is not anly the sociological experiment that
it involves in training young imen of different racial
sroups and different educationa]l backgrounds, but also
the emergence of a govarnmental institution in the shape
of an industtial army to replace private enterprisc in
building, road-making, supply of (urniture and so on.

It has been reckoned that in the works handled by the
Brigade w0 datc, 2 margin of 4 to 30 per cent. of profit
has been registered and, with the new role which it is
coming to play, in aboul five years' time, the Brigade
could bope to emerge as a self-dependent institution.

TIIE BRURMA TRANSLATION SOCIETY

Wrer almost 5} million books to its credit, with the first
volume of a 14-volumed Pictorial Burmese Encyclopaedia
just published, and a g2-volumed Encyclopacdia of Popular
Sciences in the offing, the Burma Translation Socicty
(situated at No. 861, Prome Road and somc of its seciions
in its new building at the corner of g7th Sweet and
Mcrchant Street)—a quasi-governmental institution—has
carved for itsell a notable place in the scheme of things

assic.com

#s Indcpendent Burma’s premier Literacuré—\Vorkshop.

It is rather a misnomer to call it 2 Transkaiion Saciery.
is certainly more and (ranslation is a winor part of
=3 aciivities. Ser np in 1947, in the context of a country
whose language and culture bad lain dormant and cven
Been ncglected over a century, cthe Burma Iranslation
Society is emerging as the principal producer of books and

purveyor of world knowledge. “I'he motto of the Socjers

s “ Ligh:, where darkucss was”.  As good wy s word, it

B gearing itself (o supply the wherewithal for the schools.

the University and the general public 1o obtain the
requisite  knowledge aud build up a modern Burma,
within the frame-work of an ancient culture aud a religion
which, more than anything else, has given hcr peoples a
remarkable unity,

Initially aided by the T.C.A., the Society his developed
a respectable printing (lcpdrtmem of its own and, in
order to cope with the ever-growing demand lor books of
all sorts it is facing, it has launched a further programme

. of sirengthening and expanding ils printung plant. It has

Chawdwingone—Ma:- Education Cou




to date, 194 different titles covering a whole range of!
subjects in the following serics: Pocket Serics; Mass]
Enlightenment Scries ; Home University Series ; Science:
Sevies; Mistory Series; Great Books Series; Burmese
Culture Series; Pyidawtha Series and Filty Ycars Series,]
and various other text-books for Secondary Schools and the
University. It also publishes a popular menthly magazine
—The Sarpaybeikman—translatable in Lnglish as “The
Mansion of Literature .

belles lettres, educational and informative books and
translations of the world’s Great Books. Tt organises
library training classes, refresher and other courses in
printing techniques for its own and outside printers, and
talks on Burmese culture and’cultural shows. Its most
rccent effort is in the direction of a further development
of its educationa) publications’ programme.

as

SeveN miles from the heart of Rangoon City, off the:
Prome Road, at Chawdwingone Village, surrounded by a
group of hamlets and under the shadow of the World
Peacc Pagoda (Kaba Aye) are the Mass Education
Council’s training centre and offices. A rural setting for

a

Independent Burma’s Literature Workshop and Brains |

6o
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The Society gives anmual awards for original fiction,

Slowly, the Saciety is taking wings and spreading out
Burma's principal publisher and Brains Trust.

CHAWDWINGONE—MASS EDUCATION
CENTRE

rural project! I[ the Burma Translation Society is

Fly it, and you will
like it

University Campus from the
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Trust, the Mass Education Council is her Rural Social
Welfare Power-House- -a sociological path-finder to better
living in better villages. Chawdwingone is a training
centre and sociological 1aboralory in ouc and from it light
and hope are being purposefully beamed all over the
COlan‘y- i

The Council has a ser target of 1,320 hand-picked men
and women  for  being trained as Mass LEducation
Organisers and, currently, ggg of them (777 men and 182
women) have sprcad themselves out in 300 centres, as:
spear-heads of a scll-help movament to face the challenge
ol endemic illiteracy, poverty and ill-health, Eighteen of
the planned thirty-five Development Teams—cach Tewn
comprising leaders in health, first-aid and midwifery,
agriculture, hand-Joom weavingy pottery-making, carpeniry, |
building c¢onstruction, recreation, home economics and
home arts, ctc.—are facing the bazards of the almost
inaccessible tribal hills. This is how Primc¢ Minister
U Nu described the work of these social engincers at a
graduation ccremony: “ The gradunation marks the point
of their Mission. They will now be climbing mountain
paths, going down the valleys deep, (reading lonely trails
to villages far and disiant, crossing ficlds and streams,
bearing the torch of kn;wlcdge that those ncver before |
had been given opportunity in lite may now freely enjoy
what had been the monopoly of the few. On this Mission
of Love and Light go [forth Mass Education
Organisers ™.

In the casc of the inhabitants of one aboriginal tribal
arca, it was the advent of the Mass Education Develop-
ment ‘Team that revealed that wood-sawing was unknown
and in the case of another that pottery was a closed
bovk. Now, they are (aught sawing and the use of the
saw and pot-making.

our

62

ssic.com

Abolition of illiteracy, genceral improvement of environ-
tal sanitation, progressively beiter heal h, increasing
nomic prasperity, and above all, growing scll-respect
and confidence—all these in the [rame-work of a co-opera-
‘mve communily life—are the principal objectives.

The wmonastic schools, which used to b= the onlv
mstitutions promoting the education of 1he voung all
through Burma’s past history and which languished with
the coming of the Brigsh, are now heing roped in and
mtcgrated: into the scheme, the Council sapolying the
wherewithal in the shape of books and othur educational
apparatns.  Country-wide anti-lliteracy drives are being
launched each summer to make pcople nwore literate and
literacy-conscious.  Filmus, film strips and other audio-
vimal aids, posters, broadcast talks and pliys are being
pressed into the service of this great crusude. When the
targel of 1,520 Mass Education Organisers i~ reached, the
movement will cmerge as a, more or Jess, sell-help agency.
constantly refuelled by (he growing enthusiasm of the
people theruselves. Education in thie art of living together
15 the aim and the provision of an intellizent base for
democracy the goal. The training centre at Chawdwingone
will, before long, acquire the status of Burma’'s School of
Social Work.

THE UNIVERSITY

ArTrRACTIVELY situated on (he bank of the island-spotted
Inya Lake, with a sprawling campus covering 435 acres.

4 KLM
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standy the University of Rangoon, the demands on it for
an ever-growing stream ol technical and other personnel’
to man Burma’s developmental projects and setvices
increasing almost hourly. Its origin could be traced back
to the Government Collcge established in 1880, with three:
students and no habitat of its own. In the wake of the
historic students’ strikes, the Rangoon University Act was |
passed in 1920 and thc University took a move-on, with:
two constituent colleges. Then came, one after the other;
the Medical College at Rangoon, the Agricultural College
at Mandalay, the Tcachers’ Training College on Prome:
Road, Rungoon and the B.Sc. (Forestry) and B.Sc.
(Enginecring) courses and, subscquently, the Mandalay |
Interrnediate College.

The Sccond World War and the Japanese Occupation, |
which burt Burma profoundly, dealt a severe blow to the
go-ycar old University, It not only suffered a iemporary ¢
total eclipse, but had to face physical destruction too—
the Teachers’ Training College was totally destroyed, the
Convocation Hall partially and the University Library,
which had the largest treasure of Oriental collections in :
the East, completely burnt out (a terrific loss of 80,000
volumes 2ll over Burma including what the University -
Library had). A shocking act of war vandalism!

With the coming in of Independence, the University is
going forward as it should, as the heart-centre of Butma’s
cultural and educational advancement. Whereas before
the war it was a federal institution, now the University
is a unitary organisation. The Intermediate College at
Mandalay has now bcen apgraded as a full-fledged Univer-
sity Collcge, a Medical College has recently been started at
that centre, three new Intermediate Colleges have sprang
up at Moulmein, Kyaukpyu and Magwe and more are
in the offing in other places. There are seven Faculties: —

Fhe Reagoon Udversis
Ntudents’ Unios

The Judson College (i:pel

The Uniuerit, Dhanonayone—
Budihist Chapel
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1. Arts; 2. Sciences; 3. Law; 4. Engineering; 5. Edu-
cation ; 6. Medicine and 7. Agricaliare and wo depart-
ments—Commerce and Forestry—which will also develop
into Faculties in the not distant future when research
facilities and equipment become availuable.

What with the many-sided economic plans that post-war
Burma s gcaring itseld to push forward, an increasing
cmphasiy is coming to he placed on engineering and

engineering techniques, and facilities for specialisation arc|
available in GCivil, Elecirical, Mechanical, Architectural,

Metallurgical, Chemical and Mining Engineering. The
post-war physical rchabilitation to repair the damage dealt

by the war has been mostly completed and the campus is

full of building activity, with new buildings for Engincer-
ing, Social Sciences and so on, iddicative of an expanding
University. .

With a student enrolment of a mere goo n 1922 and
about 2,000 before the war (in 1941), inclusive of the
Mandalay University College, the current enrolment is of
the order of 11,000. The University campus in Rangoon
comprises almost 120 buildings, 16 of which are students’
Tostels and g5 residential guarters for the staff.  The total
teaching staff in Rangoon_alone is over o0, The ratio
of men to women students is 8o: 20, the largest number of
women being studentss of medicine. The University
‘Library has been rehabilitated, too, and brought up to
42,000 volumes. There is a medical check-up of all new
entrants, a swimming pool, the University Boat Club, the

Fly KLM to get  “#
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miversity 'Training Corps, the University Students’ Union,
ces of worship for Buddhist and Christian students, a
Post Office, an Employecs’ Village and plavgrounds.

Wilh the growing political stature of South Last Asia,

‘an Institute of South-East Asian Studies 1o [oster post-
- zraduale research has recently been set up in conjuunction

with the John Hopkins University of the [United States

of America.

There is anotber teawure that lends a unique distinction
w the Rangoon University—education 1is free and no
mition or athletic fees are charged except in the case of

- the Faculiy of Law.

BURMA RESEARCH SOCIETY

FounpED way back in 1g10, the Burma Research Society,
a quiet and unobtrusive group of Burma's intcllectuals,
has carved for itsell a position as a leader of thought in,
many a [ield—Burma’s history, acchaeology. literature,
art, language, science, philosophy, religion, folk-lorc and
the like. Papers are rcad and discussed a: its mectings
and its principal effort, the “ Journal of the Burmna
Research  Socicty ”, makes its way into the hands of
students of South and South-Fast Asia and the principal
Iibrarics of the world. It has encouraged and developed
oricntal scholarship and studies and, with the coming of
Independence, could be depended upon to provide an
intellectual lead and create a milieu for a many-sided
advancemcent of the country.

OTHER AGENCIES

Tre National Housing and Town and Country Develop-
meni Board, an agency of the Ministry ol Housing, is
handling the enormous job of building new hounsing.
hospitals, schools, officcs and nuclear model villages. The
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Ministry of National Planning and the Fconomic and
Social Board—the latter body nursed and supervised by
the Primc Minister himself—are the over-all overscers of!
the new cconomic development.  ‘There are other agencies,
a host of Boards, working to press the eight-year develop-

ment programme forward, a programme involving an

estimated cxpenditure of 4,500 million kyats by 1960 and

covering many fields—agriculiure, forestry and fishing,

transportation,  (ele-communications, power, minerals,
industry, hcalth, education and social wellare. The
United Nations Social Services Mission to Burma has

handed in a social weclfare blue-print and the Social ]

Planning Commission and other related governmental

agencics are studying the recommended lines of action and
pushing forward comprchensive programmes of social |

amclioration.
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BURMESE ART AND
CULTURE

THE stamp of Buddhism on Burmese civilisation and
culture is profound and indelible, All thar is significant
and note-worthy in the characier of the Burmese pcople
and remarkable and distinctive in their art and culiure
® Buddhist-based or Buddhism-inspired. In fact, even
today, the cultural and political attitudes of the Burmese
are coloured, and basically influenced, by Buddhism. It
ks Buddhism that unified the peoplces of Burma in the
past and it is Buddhism that will be a najor factor in
knitting the various races of Burma into a politically
viable unit now.

There are quite a few strands that have gone into the
shaping of Burmese civilisation, but the predominant
faciors or strands are two—Chincse or \Mongolian and
Indian or Aryan. The people arc of Tibeto-Burman
stock, that is to say, ethnically and physicidly, broadiy
speaking, of Chincse origin and their religion and cuiture


Kyaw Myo
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come principally from India. Geography has played a
very great part, indeed, inasmuch as the mountains on
the north and cast and the sea on the west and south
have conditioned the devclopment of Burmese culture and
civilisation.

There have been active periods of racial penctration
followed by cultural assimilation and there have also been
periods of compararive stagnation, stemming from the
geographic situation of the country, the latter not being
entirely barren or negative in that the quiet scclusion
enabled the people to develop two notable characteristics,
namely, their high standard of literacy, promoted and
nurtured by the monastic schools, and a high place for
waomen in the schewne of things, peculiarly absent in some
of the neighbouring Asian countrics, cven today.

Historically, that is, on the basis of irrelurable evidence
that has come to be availble, it is correct to say that
Burma has a fiftcen centaries’ old culiural iradition.
Archaeological excavations, made at Hmawza in the
district of Prome and ac Halingyi in the district of
Shwebo, have revealed Lhe existence of a fairly well-
developed Pyw civilisation and culture of the rxth
Century AD. It may he that more excavations and
further rescarch will throw up a history reaching further
back, but it is established that in the gth Century AD.,
Burma had a notable civilisation, the people professing
the Hinayana or Theravada type of Buddhism. The
excavations have brought out a Buddhist manuscript in
Pali, written on gold leal, but using a South Indian script
of that time, thus escablishing the historicity of Indian
influence.

Then there is the Mon strand or Mon influence. There
were Mons in the Irrawaddy Delta and Tenasserim during
the time of the Mon Kingdom of Duaravali in the south
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of what is now called Thailand, which is also linked to
the Khwmer Empire of Cambodia whose extant artistic
glory is represenced by Angkor Wat.

What you find is a Mongolian-Arvan svnthesis, a frame-
work within which the Burmese pcople have developed
a distinctive cullure of their own.

Pagan, "a noted capiral of Burmese Kings in Upper
Burma for over three eencuries (1044-1364;. now practi-
cally in ruins but stll housing many nonuments of
architectural or historical importance, radiates. cven

Travel in comfort
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today, a significant cullural influence. But Pagan and its
glory and the rich cultura!l heritage it has handed down
to modern Burma were made possible by the invasion of
the Mon Kingdom of Thaton by King Anawrahta (1044-
1077). Anawrahta brought with him from Thaton, Mon
craftsinen and architects, monks and Buddhist scriptures -
{(Mons had come under TIndian culiural and religious
influecnce) and initiated a programme of pagoda building
which was followed up by his successors. This conquest
of Thaton had other notable results, too. The Burmese

Wood Carving

2
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The Wood-Con

languge, which il then was just a spuken one, got i-
lirst alphabet or script and the Burniese scriptures an.
the monks who came with Anawrahra, facilitated con<ol.
dation of Buddhism among the people.

There is yet another stream of celrure. which has le
its stamp on Burma and which came [rom the neighbou:
ing country of what is now Thailand (which also bhad con:.
under Indian influence). Actually, the Indian epic stor
ol Ramayana which has, up to the present day, supplice
themes for plays and literature, camwe o Burma Frons
Siam. ‘Therc are definite traces of Siamesc influence I
Burmese drama and music.
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Burma must be said to have a rich ancient culture and
an equally striking tradition of ari, permeated through
and (hrough by the cssential cthical and philosoplirical
wenews of Buddhism, displaying, especially in her art, a
calm unperturbable spirit, a delicate and graceful
expression, a gentlencss of outlook and a general galety
and fondness for colour, drawn from the magnificent
natural beauty of a tropical Jand.

DANCE

ErwEL Mannin, the celebrated British novelist and writer,
who way in Burma carly in 1954, has said that when she
came (o this country, she asked 1o be shown some Burmese
duncing. She was taken to sorue pwes—Burmese theatrical
performances, operatic in characier—but they lefc her
unsatisfied. What she sought was something that had
organically stemmed from Burma’s artistic tradition and
also took in its stride and interpreted the sentiments and
feelings of a mnewlydevcloped modern nation. When
she was invited w0 a dance programme in Rangoon, put
up by the children of the new Mandaulay School of Fine
Arts, she found what she was looking for. It is on rccord
that when she saw what thg children could do, she was
* charmed beyond all telling. . .. To say that the children
of this school—whose ages range from cight to the carly
tecns—are ‘dcedicated’ is to give a wrong impression of
solemnnity; on the concrarv, they are vivid, vital children
who have obviously enjoyed every mowment of all their
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singing, dancing, acting, ... What must immediately scrike
anyone seeing the children for the first time is thay thet
are, shall we say, persons in their own right, brimful o
personality, like the dances of the Russian Ballet in the
great days of Diaghiliev, who brought personality of
vivid order to hear on technique so that all that thev did
was exciting and wmoving. It was the great davs of danc-
ing in the 205 and early ’gos, that T thought whilst
watching these children the first time—-and the feeling
was reaffirmed the second time—thar here was vastly morc
than a display of technical skill, but a living art. The
children dance to the tradidonal music of dvums, flutes.
brass and bronze and such is theiv phisiial grace and
personal charm that they make all simple exercises and
thythm, done to the accompaniment of only a drmn. a
fcat of the utmost beauty, quite, in the ovinion of the
present writer, one of the most delightful items in the
whole fascinating repertoire. ... For the present writer, a
stranger in a sirange land. this glimpse of significant loveli-
ness, this cxcitement of a people’s nauce culture in
revival, will always remain a curiously moving c¢xperience.
remembered  with  nostalgia, when much else has
receded. .. "

Dance appears to come naturally to the Burmese. You
sec Liny tots improvising in front of their bamboo buts
or cven on the streets. The pursaic of dance as a distine-
tive arl appears to be comparatively of recent origin. It
has always gonre with music and the various kinds of pue:
(dramatic shows). All royal functions of the old Burmese
Kings began and ended up with music and dance.  Pagoda
festivals, opening ol new capirals, the siart of battles.
shinpyu (preparing a son for a spcll in che monastery) and
weddings and, in fact, every conceivable occasion mesnt
a lot of dancing and music. Special songs were wrilten
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for special occasions and the accompanving dance w.as
in most cascs, improvised.

A striking fecatire of the Burmese dance is ity perfec
timing and the remarkable teusion of the hiuman bodv.

The first historical record of Burimcse music and dancc
is of 800 A.D. relating to the visit of a Burinese troupe
artistes (0 Hsian-Tu, the then Chinese capital. 1t is szic
that the songs sung at that time were Buddhist in thenic
and had Sanskrit words in them and the performers
“went through spclling dances fining up in u pattern ~
This is held to be indicative of Indian influence.

The Burmese dance could he pat under two broad
heads—the individual dance, almost alwavs improvisd.

The Burmese Harg)
Group Dance The Oz Dance :
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say of the type and style to be seen in the various kinds
of pwes and at religious or other cercinonies when some-
body starts dancing out of sheer excitement or joy and
the yein pwes or ballet type of group dancing which
demands considerable training and team-work. ‘fhis
classification could be further enlarged into—
1. the dance that goes with the zat pwe or the
deamy;

2. the yama zal (themes from the Indian epic
Ramayana) which involves considerable physical

strain;

g- the dance of trained ballet dancers, generally per-
formed in the old days before the king o the
accompaniment of the pallelar (Burmese xydo-
phone), the harp or the flute; and .

4. the bohn shay pwe which takes its name alter the |
instrument—a long drum—that is used.

Then there are the nat dances, throwing a sidelight on

a persistent streak of Animisin and the ozi and the dobat
related to Buddhist festivals. The pastoral dances of
various kinds, linked wilh agricultural operations and
seasons, have generally one single accompaniment, namely,
the bohn shay or the long drum, and the more sophisG-
cated variety that one finds in the pwes—Burmese plays
—Ilollows the music, the motif being, say, a batile, sorrow,
sleep, glorification of royalty, praise of the minister,
veneration of a Buddhist monk and so on,

Clock-work service
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THE MARIONETTE STAGF

THE advent of the yoke thay or the mariopette or puppet
show is ascribed to the latter hall of the 18th Century
and the origin (0 U Thaw, Minister for Royal Entertain-
ment at the Court of King Singu. Burmese dance, music
and architccture do bear visible traces of Indian, Siamese

and other influences. In the case of the Burmese mario-

nette stage, the origin is unknown. Iowever, it is known
that puppets figured in apcient Chinese religious ceremo-
nies, Indian magi¢al rites and even in Fgyptian tombs.
But the marionette stagc as it emerged in Burma, with
full dress and complete plays is something really Burmese.
The yoke thay, not only came before the Burmese zaf
(the drama), but has also had “a place of precedence im
the Burmese heart. The rather comparatively late
coming ol the marionctie stage, followed by rhe drama,
is attvibuted by Burmese students of culture 1o the
inhibition socially attached to upmarried men and women
appearing together on the stage. Describing the mario-
neite art, the laie Ion’ble Deedoke U Ba Choe, who was
assassinated along with General Aung San and  his
Cabinet, says: “... It is wot fun fair like the Purich and
Judy of the West. Tt is not designed for juvenile amuse-
ment. It is not a side-show. It is nol even light cnter-
tainment. It is the real thing, a serious art, presenting
full length dramas to adult audiences, a whole night aflair,
with beginning, middle and c¢nd, so that the marionettes
are no longer toys or ligurcs ol fun, but scrious substi-
tutes [or human players. The art of manipulating mario-
nettes with strings is also a serious art, because the ajim
is to make the figures of wood as lifelike as possible ....”.

A bamboo platform is raised and the puppets (fwo or
three fcet high) are scen in front of a curtain running
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the entirc length of the siage or the platferm and sereen

mg the manipulators from the gaze of the andience. A
one end of the platform is the thronc and the paraphent
lia of a court and, at the other, the incvitable forest scens
represcnted by a few small branches with Jeaves. A
traditional marionctte show has 28 figures comprising -
nat votaresses, a horse, 2 clephants (black and white). «
uger, a monkey, a parrot, 2 o0gres, a MECrOMancer,
ministers, a king, a prince, a princess, » prince regenis.
an astrologer, a- hermit, an old woman und 2 clown:.
Some shows have more figures, but the iraditional com-
pany of marionetles is onc of 28 figures only.

The remarkable thing about a Burmesc marionéitc
show (s 1hat it is a cowmbination of skillsy, as perfect a-
they only can make i¢, of the wood-carver (major Agurc:
are of wood), the string manipulator, the elocutionist, the
singer and rhe musicians. When it i3 said that ihe
standard of the Burmese dancc and even histrionics wa-
set by thic marionetie stage, the excellence of the mani-
pulator’s skill hecomes apparent. It is suid that durin:
the period of its glory, a manipulator of the marioneire
stage had to operale as many as sixty strings, attached i
a single figure! Successful manipulalory were nationall’
famous in the old days. The different kinds of facia
expressions  of the "puppets, expressions covering ihe
whole gargut of human cmotions, are the achicvement o:
the wood-carver. The actual drama of the Dbeauvfulls
and pfren magnificently-dressed puppets is the combinea

Efficiency through
experience
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achievement of the men behind the scencs—ihe manipu-
lator who has to pull many a string almost at oncc and
the onc who speaks the words and also the one who sings.
The themes are gencrally taken from the Five Hundred
and Fifty Jataka Tales (Birth stories of the Buddha) and
the Burmnese chronicles. '['here are some conventions—a
few twigs with leaves stuck on bamboos represent trees
or forests and the entrances and exits are different for
animals and persons according to their status. ['he main
thing is that the puppets, specially representing human
beings, havc to be-and do one better than the actual
human beings themsclves they are designed to portray
and therein lies the grcatness of this Burmese art.

At the moment, this art is in the throes of a revival,
having, more or less, become decadent afler the disappear-
ance of the Burmcse Kings who were the patrons of this
and other arts.

THE BURMESE THEATRE

THE Stage or the Theatre as understood in the West and
elsewhere, does not exist in Burma. There arc no
theatres or playhouses. Al the plays or dramatic shows
that go under the rather loose genceric term ol pwe are,
in fact, musical plays. partaking of the nature and charac-
ter of operas, with dancing thrown in, and lasting, in all
cases, a whole night of, say, cight bours. As in the case
of the marionette, the pwe or the zal pwe is about three
hundred years old, that is to say, comparatively rccent.
The Burmese chronicles wention a zal pwe as having
been performed in 1983 A.D. 1o mark the foundation of
the Amarapura Capital in Upper Burma. (dmaraprira—
The Ciry of the Lmmortals). Tt is also known that in
1828, Burmese and Simncse playvs and marionctte shows

lassic.com

were put on the boards for the edification of the Kinsa
and his Court. )

It is difficult to put into words or objecrively analyse
the pwe or the zat-pwe-mindedness of the Burmese. The
pwe is omnipresent. It is an aceredited and! all-pervading
national ingtitution. The Burmese atiraction to these all-
in-one operalic, tragic, comic, farcical and even melodra.
matic shows is, perhaps, equalled only by their fondness
of coloutful clothes. There are certainly other types of
enicrtainiments, such as, say, boatracing, but the pues
take a place of precedence and, perbaps, except durine
the monsoon season, when it rains, or rather pours (the
shows are almost always in the open air). not a day passcs
by when you do not have a pwe of some sort even in the
smallest village. Anything can be a provocation for 2
pwe—the dedication of a new pagoda, the establishment
of a monastery, a boat-race, the ear-boring ceremony of
a danghter, or the entry ol a son into a wonastery for
educalion, a marriage or the winning of a big prize n
the State Lotlery. The pwe is always with the Burmese.

The plays drawing their inspiration from the Buddhist
Yore or the Jataka Tales, are somewhat of i «erious nature,
They gencrally fall under ten broad head:s representing
the various incarnations of the Buddha—1. Temiya; 2.
Maha Janaka; §. Suvanna Shama; 4. Nemi; 5. Mahosadha:
6. Bhuridata; 5. Chandaekumara; 8. Navada; ¢. Vidhura
and ra, Vessunira.

Among the well-known playwrighis of the 19th Century,

Always ready
always dependable
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the two ouistanding names are U Kyvin U and U Ponn .c
who were attached to the courts of the Burmese Kinz-
of that timc and wrote heir playvs in verse form. The
British period was barren so far as plav-writing goes anc
until contemuporary timces, the writing of plavs was moc
or less anonymous as it was a guestion of producing
something, and anyhow, for theatrical cowpanies.

A popular classification of Burmcse plays would be tha:
of the zat-pwe, taking themes from the Buddhise lore, or
birth stories of the Buddha, incidents in the lives ol kinas
or from the Ramayana; the anyein pwe, without much ot
2 plot and [ull of clowning and repartee and a lot i
dancing; and the yein pwe comprising group dancing and
Slngmg.

BURMESLE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

WRITERS on Burma have said that the Burmese are the
most musical people in the East and that is not a traveller's
tale or by any means an cxaggeration. There has never
becn wriiten music as such. Now, what with the natignul
cultural revival, which has got under way since Inde
pendence, under the aegis of the Minisuy of Union
Culture, a determined effort is being made (o cvolve a
notation system. and clagsical music is on the eve of
coming inw it own. Research in the history and
technique of old Burmcse music has been taken in hand.
with a view to popularising old forms and evolving ncw
ones. Tcaching of folk as well as classical music is now
being encouraged.

The latter day imporiation of Western tunes, sometime:
making [oreign visitors wonder what type of music Busina
has, is being deliberately discountenanced as a pare of the
cflort to reinstate genuine national mousic,
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Some of the notable Burmese musical instruments may
be mentioned: ’ |
The pat saing or the saing waing, a series of cylindrical
drums, numbering 21, mounted on a circular gilded frame
of wood and- rattan. This instrument is to be found
nowhere else in the world. Watching it being played by

an expert would be an unforgettable cxpericnce.

Then there is the kyi waing, a series of bell-metal gongs,
arranged circle-wise like the saing waing. The traditional
number of gongs_is 18, but sometimes you find them
arranged in a triangular fashion when the number is less.
This instrument is played with both hands and with
round padded-hammers.

There is the Barmese harp, soung, closcly following the
motif of a Burmese boar, with 13 strings of spun silk.

There is the zither, shaped like a crocodile, with three
strings.

There is the clarion, a very ancient instrument, madce
of black wood, with seven finger holes and one thumb
hole, with a mouth-piece of palm leaves. 'This clarion
is the centre-piece of the Burmese orchestra.

There is the paitalar (the Burmese xylophonc), a
popular accompaniment for the singer and also used as
a part of the orchestral accompaniment for dances. It
consists of a set of 24 wellseasoned gradvated bamboo
slats mounted on a decorated black-and-gold semi-circular
sound-box. ‘I'he slais are tapped with two sticks.

Then you have the bamhoo flute, the holes as in the

Smoother with the
help of ...
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clarion, but unlike the clarion, blown (hrough a side-holc
There is also the western-type of violin, held uprigh:
while playing. You have the bamboo clapper (and alsc
wooden) to keep time, which is quite a novelty and the
cup-shaped bells which serve a similar purpose.

ARCIITECTURE, SCULPTURE & WOOD-CARVING

I'r is in_1he monuments devoted to the glorification o
Buddhism and the Buddhist way ol lile that onc caxn
look for Burmese ariistic expression as symbulised i
architecture—the pagoda and th¢ monastery. Pagodas.
there are In- abundance, ancient as well as modern, bu:
the arcbitecture of buildings as scen thtough the rick
and magnificent wood-carving for which the, palaces o:
Burmesc kings were jusdy famous, is, alas, a thing of the
past. The one significant evidence tha: Burma had.in
the Mandalay Palace was completely destroyed by Allied
bombing in the last war. What you see of this (vpe or
artistic cxpression is 10 be found now in scattcred spoi-
such as the Shwe Nandaw Monastery at ihe foot of the
Mandalay Hill, the wood-carving thal was not burnt ou:
at the Shwe Dagon in Rangoon, a glorious piece of worl
seen at the Theingho Shin Pagoda at Pakokku in Upper
Burma, and the pyatthats (receding wooden spircs) still 1
be seen rising over the decaying walls of the Mandala:
Palace and so on.

It was during the period of roughly goo vears, ..
between the 11th and the 15th Centuries AD. tha:
Burmese architecture blossomed forth. It is principalls
in Pagan, which, in the heydays of its gloyy. bad thousand-
of pagodas, that you f{ind outstanding exam<les of Jurmes -
architecture. Naturally ¢nough, India, the birth-place o
the Buddbu, bas exerted percepiible inlluence on the
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archatectural styles ol the pagodas, but the Burmiese have
built on what they received from India and developed
theiv own styles and technigues.

There is the bell-shaped stupa, a construction of solid
brickwork, going up in receding terraces and cnding in a

finial and there is the vaulted hollow iemple, housing.

presentments of the Buddha, square in construction. ofien

with projecting porches and receding roofs and on top, |
somelimes 2 bellshaped stupa and sometimes a curvi- |
linear spire or pinnacle. In the square temples of Mon |
origin, commonly one finds corridors, rather dark, with |
natural lighting being provided by perforated windows |

and also frescoes throwing a side-light on painting Lech-

niques ol that period. The temples which could be |
ascribed (6 Burmese technique are generally huge con- |
structions, going up very high and .well-ventilated and |
with a paitern that js not seen elsewhcre. There are |

temples like the Anandg at Pagan, a magnificent structare
of great beauty, in which the two styles are bappily
combincd.

In improving on what they got {rom [ndia, the Burmese
could be said to have introduced a greater sense of pro-
portion in the -architectural style developed by them.
Ordinarily, the general outling of a pagoda comprises the
base, the bell, the stkhara or the spire, and the /it or
the umbrella.  Most of the pagodas are of brick and stucco
and sowmectimes of stone as in the pagodas of ‘I'haton and

FLY TOURIST WITH LUXURIOUS #7
KLM CONSTELLATIONS
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in the Shan States. White-washing is common and so is

gilding,

There are many notable pagodas in Burina. The Shuc
Dagon, of course, in Rangoon; the Pagan lemples; tic
Shwe Maw Daw in Pcgn; the Kaung Hmu Daw i
Sagaing; the Shwe San Daw in Prome and the Kvaikuvo
Pagoda, in Thaton District, on top of a boulder precari-
ously balanced on the edge of a precipice, may he speciath
mentioned.

Sculpture, both ancient and modern, is confined to the
Buddha image and bound by the traditionally known fow
postures of the Buddha—the sitting (two postures), the
standing and the recumbent, signifying Enlightenmen:
Teaching and Nirvana, Outside the images, whatever
sculpting or moulding is done, pertains to the needs "ot
the pagodas themselves, such as the leognphs which one
secs at the gatcways to the pagodas, the dragsons, the ogre..
the devas and the mythical birds and beasts.

It is genevally held that Burmcese wood. and cspecialls

Jwo-hundred years' old Crocodiie Flop
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teak carving, reveals the mosi exquisite craftsmanship to
bz scen anywhere in the world, the plaster-work to be seen
in the temples taking a sccond, if not an equal, place.
The most beautilully moulded elephants are to be scen in
this country.

SILVER AND LACQUYXR WARE

Tareor Keiay, the British artist, who visited Burma in
the carly part of this century, held 1hat the silver work of
the Burmese was “‘the fincst in the world ", It is so
even today. The silver bowls, which are presented as
gifts to visiting intcrnational statesmen, zre known for
their exquisite modelling, for their bofd and high relief
of the figures and the foliage, their remarkable detail and
strength of conception,  You sometimes find the 12 sigus
of the zodiac embossed on these bowls.

For its lacquer-ware, Burma is justly famous. You wil)
still ind old and traditional motifs of the Pagan Period,
both in the black and gold and red lacquer-work. Cur
rently, attempt is being made to give this ancient industry
a modern direction, through the assistance ol Japancse
experts at the Lacquer-ware School at Pagan, the principal
centre of Burma’s lacquer-ware industry.

You have drinking cups, belcl boxcs, powder bowls,
flower vascs, cigar and cigaretle boxes, monks begging
bowls, drawing-room tcapoys and cven tiffin-carriers made
of lacquer. "T'he basic groundwork is of bamboo which
is given a coating of wood-oil and, after drying, pasted
over with a mixiure of tcak sawdust, thilsi (black vamish)
and rice water and somctimes,. borc-astt or paddy-husk.
The polishing is done by a lathc and then a [resh coat of

g2

An example of
Sitver work

The Siltuer-worker
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powdered bone-zsh is put on. Then the colour and the
engraving of the desired patiern, after which a varnish
of a particular kind of vegetable oil is given. Expernts i
lacquer-warc test the quality of a product by bringing th:
sides of a howl or u cup rogether and if this bending dos-
not result in any cracking of the varnish or the wicker
work, il passcs the test.

NATIONAL CULTURAL, CENTRE

Wit the usheriug in of Independence, the hiats tha:
existed under forcign rule in many a ficld is now beinu
bridged, and in the sphere of culture by the energetic
drive spear-headed by the Ministry of Union Culture. A
cultural revival and a definite cultural move-forward arc
envisaged in the proposed National Culiural Centre.
which will have a National Museunt, a Navional Library,
a National Arxt Gallery and a National Theatre, besidd«

Royal couch of the Chief Queen of King Mindon
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colleges of finc and applied arts, and colleges of music
and drama.

Gilded Bunddha from ¢ .
Paicce of Ava

At the moment, a nucleus is being built up in the
Jubilee Hall, Rangoon, which has a collection of historical
picces, such as the Amarapura Throne, the royal couch
of King Mindon's queen, an old crocodile harp, the
Myazedi Inscriptions of 1112 AD. and General Aung
San’s Army Coat. “l'here is a good number of other
picces of bhistovical, cultural and artistic interest. “T'he
Library is going forward, wo, with a rich collection of
old manuscripts. Art Schools (Fine Arts, Music and
Drama) have been started in Rangoon and Mandalay.
Programmes of dance and music, aided by the State
Orchestra, the performers beirg students of the Art
Schools, have become lhe ovder of the day. New plays
arc being written and put on the boatds in the temporary
theatre built in the compound of the Burma "f'ranslation
Socicty in Rangoon.

T'he sites for the Natdonal Museum, the Library and the
Art Gallery have been selected and construction work is
being put in hand. .

A Dcpaurtinent of Ancient Literatute and Culture is
handling, among other things, collection, preservation
and classification of JBurmese works of literaturc, and.
editing of old works on philology. '1’he Musical Rescarch
Section and the Burma Music Council are engaged in
standardising classical songs. Eighty-one of the three-
hundred known classical songs have been standardised and
tape-recorded for use in the Music Schools in Rangoon
and Mandalay. Research has brought out as many as

58 other old songs, which, apparently, had been lost sight
: Wouodrn statue of a Burmesce

Ludy in Court Costune

gb
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of for many, many years and ancient methods of rendcring
13 types of verses and songs, among them, royal boat songs,
boat-races, funcra) dirges plaved in stale [unerals, martial
songs for cavalry marches, praise of nature, glorilication
of royalty, praisc of the audience, glorification of the
Buddha, and so an.

= I A
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GENERAL INFORMATION
FORTOURISTS

Information fur Passengers arviving in B.urma

1. Yoreigners (ravelling to Burma must have in their posscssion
valid passports duly endorsed and visaed. 1n the lcrnative, the
should have Temporary Fntry Permits o Re-Entry € crtificates issued
by the Immigration Departrucni. ‘Iransit passengers stopping  in
Bunna en route should be jn possession ot Trancg: Visas. %10“‘(:\'&1
dirert wansit passengers, who contnuc their jowmey in the same
transport, without stopping overnighr, need not e jn possession ¢t
Lravsit Visas,

[ Visas for Burwa can be obtained from Buarmiese Consular office-
and in such countries, where there are no Barmese Consular repre-
sentatives, Visas for Burma can be obtained Liom  the neares
representalive of the British Government.]

2. (d) Al pravellers on arvival arc required e declare to the
Customs the amount of forcign currendies jn their prssession.

The permissible limits ave:

(@) In Burmesc cusrency, upto K 1oo/- (of which not more than
K yof- @m be in coins or swall changc .
(b) In Tndian currency, upto RS. 270/’ -.
(¢) In Pakistan currency, upto Rs. 30/-.
(d) In Bank of Englund currency netes, upto £ 10-6-n.
(¢) Other currencics, no limit.
(Foreign curencics can be exchanged into Burmese currency

Cabinel for manuscripls of Chief curvenyt Tates of exchange through recognised dealers and bankers).
Queen of King Mindon . () All jewellery brought in has to be declared. the free (imic fo
this purposc being jewellery o the valne of K zeon - lewellery

98 99
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The Supreme Court and the Independence Monument \
‘The Secrelarial buildings 1 « The General Post Office
The Central Telegraph Office
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in cxcess ot this value will be retained by the Customs Department

and a receipt given and retivned at the time of departure from Burma.
4. All travellers arviving jn Burma must be in posscssion of
health cexdificates showing—

(1) Vaccination against small pox of not less than 14 days and .

not more than 3 years;
(2) Inoculation against cholera of noi less than p days and
not more than 6 months;
(3} Tnoculation against plague, if trom an infected area;
(1) Incculalion against tvphus and yellow fever if from an
cndemic area.
4. Foreign nationals arriving in Rangoon arc required to report
0 the Foreigners' Registration Office, No. 33/55, Barr Strect,
Rangoon, within 72 honrs of their arrival.  They should have in their
possession, three passport-size photographs for the purposc of regisira-
ton.. Passengers in transit and visitors whose stay in Burma does
not exceed 10 days are, however, excmpted from registration. Maxi-
mum period of stay allowed on a Transit Visa is 1o days.

Tomb of the last Mogul Emperor
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FORBIGN MISSIONS IN BURMA

Name of Embassy
Conxa

Inpis

INDONESLY
PAKISTAN

THAILAND
Unnege KINapox

UNITED STATFS Or AMFRICA

UnieNy oF SOVIET
Sodialist Republics
Frovpan PROPLE’S

Republic of Yugoslavia

Jaran

Name of Legalion

AUSTRAT 4
CEYLON
FiNtaND

Francr

[raLy

ISraEL

NETHERLANDS

FEORRAL RFvusLIc of
GERMANY

Address
G7, Promc Raad
(Consular Scction)
No. 1 Halpin Roead
Chancery
Randcriz Buildiags.
Phayre Strect
Yomah Houwse. 10a
llalpin Road
Rander House, Phavre
Street ‘
91, Prome Road
80, Strand Road

581, Merchant Streec

52. Prome Rouad
391. Prome Road

219. Dalbousie Swect
Address

88, Sucanct Roud

34, Fraser Road

Lever Rrothers (Burma-
Led.

Chartered  Rauk
Building

102, Halpin Road

27, Pvome Road

47. 36th Streex

47, University Avenue

32, Park Road

Telephone
SOUTH 2-
SOUTH o~
SOUTH 73>

MYOMA 651
WEST 135
SOUTLI g

MYOMA 503
MYOMA 473
SOUTH 471
MYOMA =12
SOLU IS 1003
SOUTH 52

MYOMA 4o-
MYOMA 17
SOCTH 357
SOUTH bo

SOUTH 10y
SOUTH ya-

NORTHL 127

SOUTH g6
Telephons
MYOMA 76
SOUTH 68
SOUTH 485

SOUTH 567
NORTH 452
WESL 11ge
NOR I £17



BELGIUM

(ZECHOSLOVAKIA

DeXMARK

GREECE

NrEPAL

Norwary

PORTUGAL

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND

SPAIN

N o

DU e
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CONSULATES

Hongkong & Shanghai
Bank Building,
Merchant Street

826, Prome Road
C/o The last

Asiatic Co., Lrud.,
577, Mecrchant Street
85, Phayre Street,

srd Floor

(Apartment Na. 15)
104, Sanchaung Strect

C/o Stecl Bros. & Co.
622, Merchant Street

-

CJo E, M. de Souza & Co.

Dalhousie Street
State Bank of India
Building, No. 1 Sule
Pagoda Road

C/o The Swiss Burma
Trading Co.

No. 1 Tsekai Maung
Tawlay Street

550/552, Merchanc Strcet

BANKS

The Union Bank of Burma, z4/26, Sule Pagoda Road.
The State Commercial Bank, Strand Road.

A. Scott & Co., 528, Merchant Street.

Bank of China, g5, Phayre Strcct.

Bank of Communications, 666, Merchaut Strect.
Chartered Bank of Tndia, Australia and China, 27, Phayre Street.

SOU'LIL 284

NOKRTH 315
SOUTH gr2

SOUTH 188
SOUTH 834

NORTH 432

SOUTH 616
SOUTH 617
SOCTH 1009
SOUTH 150

SOUTH 878
or
SOUTH 317

SOUTII 768

SOUTH 178

lassic.com

Central Bank of India Ltd., 634, Merchant Sncet.

Grindlays Bank Lid., 3547, Machant Sucer

Habib Bank (Overseas) T.ud., 18, 27th Sureel

S1ate Bank of India, No. 1, Sule Pagoda Rrad.

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corp., 56z. Meichani Strev .

Indian Overscas Bank, 83, Mogul $:veer.

Tloyds Bank Lrd., 45, Phayre Street

Mercantile Bank of India Lid., 354. Merchant Street.

National Bank of India Ltd., 26/42, Phuvic Srreet.

Nettierlands Trading Sociaty, 625, Mcrchanu Street.

Overseas Chinese Banking Corp., 3517353, Latter Soeeet.

Punjab National Bank TLid., g3, Magul Soevr.

United Commercial Bank Led., No. 1, Mauhg Taulay Stice

The Burmese Nationai Bank Lid., 64. Phauie Streer. Rangi

(THR ABOVE BANKS ALSO HANDLE ENXCHANGE OF
FOREIGN CURRINCY)

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE )

Bcogalce Chamber of Commerce,

244, Lewis Suacetr, Rangoon.

Bharat Chamber of Commerce,

666, Merchanty Street, P.O. Box 1363, Rutigoon,
Phone: §. 314

Burms Chamber of Commerce,

Chartcred Bank Building, P.O. Box y¢{, Rangoon.
Phone: 8. 664.

Burma Chincse Chamber of Commerce,

38, Lalter Street, Rangoon.

Phone; Myoma p548.

Burma Indian Chamber of Commerce,

ti6, Edward Strect, Rangoon.

P. O. Box 273, Phone: S. 390.

Burma Marwari Chamber of Commerce.

051, Merchant Street, Rangoon.

Burma Muslim Chamber ol Commerce,

86, Fdward Street, Rangoon.

Phone: 8. gjo.
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Union Youth Affaits Central Council,

406, Kyaikasan Road.

(Constituted under cthe Union Youth Affairs (o .ncil Act. 1qu.
National Council of Women in Burma,

53, Windermere Park.

Armed Forces Wellare Women's Organization,

16, Windermere Park.

Yoing Men's Buddhist Association,

77, Yegyaw Road. Pazaungdaung.

Young Women’s Buddhist Association,

77, Yegvaw Road, Pazmmgdaung.

National Y.M.C.A, Movement of Burma,

426, Dalhousic Street.

National Young Women’s Chrisrian Association of the Union

Ruangoon Chamber of Commerce,

97, Edward Street, Rangoon.

Union of Burma Cbamber of Commerce,
74-86, Maung "Yaulay Street, Rangoon,
Thone: S. 554.

National Chamber of Commerce,

2v0, Lewis Street, Rangoom,

CLUBS

1. The Pegu Club, Prome Road.
v. The Mayo Marine Club, Swrand Road,
The Rangoon Sailing Club, Inya Road.

. The Kokine Swimming Club, Kokine Road. E‘”mt _lhlf?j B}\;(Amlrmg S(ICC:

3- The Union of Burma Club, lake Avenuc Road. am:'\_r;rls " ;stsmn‘ Sectely

3. The Orient Glub, Baban, near Rovdl J.akes. ;35:);]0 "l’;llll"f?;l ]I:Ii;;c

. The Ran Rotary Club, Cjo. The Strand Hotel. 1200 Bigindet * .

3 ! Soon Rotary ub, C/o 1€ St 0 110, Hanthawaddy Road, Kemmendine.

The Rangoon Turf Club, Kyaikasan.

u. The Burma Goll Club, Mingaladon.

i The Rangoon Golf Club, Mingaladon.

11. The Burma Automobile Association, C/o. The Mayo Marine
Club, 5561, Strand Road.

12. The Burma Photographic Socicty, C/o. The British Council,
Rander House, Phavre Street.

13. The Burma Stamp Club, Gj/o. The British Couneil, Rander
Honse, Phayre- Strect. -

y3- The British Council, Rander House, Phayre Stcect.

15 The Burma-Britain Institute, C/o. Steel Bros. & Co., Merchant
Strect.

5. The Burma-Amcrica Institule, g5th Street.

Burma Boy Scouts,

111, Sandwith Road.

Burmma Girl Guides Association,

fiz, Yark Road.

The Burma Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Sociecy.
C.jo. High Courrt.

Burma Medical Assoriacion,

219, Stockade Road.

Burma Olympic Association,

Aung San Stadiuni.

Burma Red CGross Socicty,

High Court Buildings.

Burma Tubesculosis and Leprosy Relief  Agsoann on,
248, Sparks Strect.

Children’s Aid and Proteclion Society,
114, Inya Road, University FEstate.
Home for Aged Women,

18, Park T ane.

Home for Blind Worknmen,

347, Prome Road.

School for the Blind of Burma,
Kemmendine.

PRINCIPAL SOCTAL WELFARE AGENCIES

Ihe National Fitness Council.

Aung San Stadium.

‘Constituted under the National Fimness Council Ael, 1950).
All-Burma Youth Lceague,

s, Churchill Road.
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Hnmzigon Home for the Aged Poor,

53. Churchill Road.

I.abour Welfare Centres,

‘at Ahlone, Kamayut, Tamwe, Botataung and Kanaungtoe).

[iule Sistexrs of the Poor,

«14. Stockade Road.

The Mary Chapman 'Trainipg College and Schoo] for the
and Dumb.

«. Tank Roud.

Maternity and Infani Welfave Society,

130, 52nd Strect.

Maternity and Infant Welfare Society,

150, U Cho Road, Kamivut.

Mental Hospital,

Tadagale.

Model Institution for Girls,

21, Windermere Crescent.

Rangoon I.eprosy Home,

1317132, Haothawaddy Road, Kemmendine.

Rangoon Vigilance Society,

30, Inya Road.

The Salvation Arnny,

176,78, Bigander Stxeet,

Women's Welfare l.eaguc,

17. Wingaba Road, Bahan.

-

UNION OF BURMA AIRWAYS PASSENGER
RATES FROM RANGOON

ROUND 'I'RIT
(5 per cent. discount given for Round Trip)

AKYAR Kvats 18o.50 LASHIO
MAYMYO 199-50 MAGWE
BHAMO g2g-00 MANDALAY
CIFAUK 171.00  MERGUI
HENZADA 57.00  MOULMEIN
HEHQO (for Kalaw and  161.30 MYITKYINA

Yaunggyi). MEIKTILA
KYAUKPYU 142-50  MYAUNGMYA
108

Deaf

266.00
142,50
199-50
218.50

66.50
370.50
161.50

57700

assic.com

PAKOKKU
TAVOY

190.00 TOUNGQO -
152.00 BASSEIN A

BURMA AJR MILEAGES:
DISTANCES FROM MINGALADON AIRPORT

RANGOON 710:

AKYAR Miles go8 MAGWE. Mide- - >

ANISAKAN  (Mayinyo) 349  MLIKTILA e

BASSEIN 94 MFRGUI -

BHAMO 513 MOULMFIN :

HEHO (for Kalaw and %6y MYITKYINA P

‘I'aunggyi). SANDOW Y

KATHA s0e2 SHWEBO s

KYAUKrYU 248 TAVOY .-

KALEMYO 458 TOLUNGOO ,

LASHIO 450 VICTORIA POINT B

LOIKAW 204  KENGTUNG (Shan States) -3
MANDALAY .-

CAMERAS AND ACCESSORIES

1. D. A Ahuja & Co., 134, Sule Pagoda Road,

2. T. N. Ahuja & Co., 86, Phayre Street,

3. The Mva Syndicate. 156/188, Sule Pagoda Read.

HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES

The Rangoon General Hospital, Commissioner Road,

The Dufferin Hospital, Mission Road.

The Seventh Day Adventist Hospital, Signal Pagoda Road.

The Prome Road Nursing Home, 6th Mite, Prome Road,

The Jdeal Nursing ({ome, Merchanc Strect. fiear The Burniy
O3l Co. Tuad.

104
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The Dalhousic Clinie, w59, Dalhousie Shoct. ‘
livita Dana Hospiml, Comer of Churchill & Wingaba Roads.
The Ramakrishna Mission Hosphal, 262, Merchant Street.

PRINCIPAL POLICE STATIONS

Kvanktada Police Station, Sule Pagoda Raoad.
Pansodan Police Station, Phayre Street.
latler Street Police Station, latter Streel.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

RING g99
RING “I'IRE BRIGADE"
. (No Number necessary)

FOR POQLICE
FOR I'IRE

TAXIL STANDS

The Burma Taxi Union, Maung Khine Strect.
Crisp Street. Stand, Crisp Strecl.

Phayre Streer Stand, Phayre Sirect.

Sule Pagods Stand, opposite the Bandoola Park.
Strand Hotel Stand, opposite the Srrand Haotel.

~

AIR SERVICES AND AIR BOOXING AGENCIES

British Qverseas Ainvays Corporation,
Ge2, Merchant Street.

A. Scott & Co., p28, Mecrchant Sireet.
K.L.M. Roval Duurh Airtines,
5197521, Merchani Siureet.

Pan American World Airways,

186, Thayre Street.

Indian Airlines Corporation,

50. Phayre Street.

classic.com

A

Union of Burma Aurways (Tnternzl Flightsy,
104, Strand Road.

Otient Airways tad.,,

4%, Mauog Taulay Street.
Scandinavian Airlines System,
377. Merchant Sureet.

Thai Afrwaygs,

186, Phayre Strecet.

Air Carricrs Lid.,

C/o. The Strand Hoiel.

The Indonesian Airways,
Cjo.-The Strand Hotef,

HOTELS

The Stand Hotel, Strand Road.

The Kanbawza 1lotel, ¥okine Road.

The Burma Railways Botel, Rangoon Railwzs Stalion.
‘fhe Orvient Hotel, Sule Pagoda Road.

The Maison Continental, Sule Tagoda Road. ‘

CINEMA HOUSES—SHOWING ENGLISH PICTURES

“Che Globe,
‘The Malladiun.
The Cavlton,
Ihe Royal.
The Excelsiay,
“the Regenr.
The Grand,

CINEMA HOUSES—SHOWING BURMESE PICTURES

The Myoma.
FThe Thwin,

-8OOKSROPS

‘The Strand Hotel Book $tall, Strand Hotel.
Smart & Mookerdunm, near Glolie Cinema, Sule Pagoda Road.
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The Burma Educational Book Shop, 549, Merchant Strect.
‘The Burmu Book Agency, 104f105, Bogyoke Market.
The City Bock Club, Phayre Street.

6. Peoples’ Literature 1Touse, Merchant Street.

R

ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS

The Nation.

The New Times of Burma.
The Burmat.

The Burma Stay.

The Guardiap--Monthly.

QoA K

BURMA TELECOMMUNICATIONS CABLE TARIFF

-

BURMA First 3 words: K 1.60

Every additional word ... 1§ pyas
INDIA via MADRAS First 8 words: K 2.73

Every additional word ... 25 pyas
PAKISTAN via MADRAS First 8 wovds: K g.8o

Every additional word ... 30 pYyas

LT Lettex Telegram
Minimum 22 words

XE, Full Rate
Minimim 5 words

Per Word Per Word

KyaTs Pyas’

BRITISH EMPIRE ¥ 1.00 50
COMMONWEALTH.

COUNTRIES via IMPERIAL
EAST AFRICA 1.70 80
U.S.A. & ITS POSSLESSIONS 1,05 50
HOLLAND ).00 5O
INDONLESTA 100 50
[RAQ 0.00 45
IRAN 1.05 35
BELGTUM 1.05 55
112
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[.T Letrer Telegr:t
Mininwn 22 wort s

XF Full Rate
Minimom 3 words

Per Word Per Word
Kvats Pyas
ANCE 1.05 kb
ALY t-13 to
SPAIN 1.25 70
SWITZERT.AND 1.19 53
SWEDEN 1.1y 55
NORWAY 1.14 55
PORTUGAL 115 60
TURKEY 1.1y NIL
GERMANY NT: 55
GREECE 1.13 50
SYRIA (Rcpublic) 1.60 85
DENMARK 1.13 33
BATAVIA & JAVA 1.00 30
CHINA 1.25 6o
INDOCHINA 1.1% 33
EGYPT (.45 63 .
THAILAND 1.g0 NIL
JAPAN 1.7§ 90
RANGOON RADIO 0.90 NIL
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1.15 55

MINISTRIES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNION OF BURMA

Ministry of Hoewme Affairs.

Ministry of Finance and Revenuc.

Ministry of Public Works.

Ministry of Co-operatives & Comuodity Distyibution,
War Office.

Foreign Office.

Ministry of Information,

Ministry of Relief, Re-scttlement and Rehabililation,

0N IO o 2 =
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of Kachin Aflairs.

of Kuayah State.

of Union Culture,

of Iousing.

of Judicial ARairs.

of Agriculture & Yorests.

Mipistry
Minlistry
Ministry .
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry

Ministry of Nutional Phuming & Religious Affairs.
Ministry of Transport & Communicutions.

Ministry of Health.

Ministry of Indusery.

Ministry of Mines.

Ministry of Shan States.

Ministry of Chin State.

Minisity of Land Nadonalisation,
Ministry of Edvcation,

Ministry of Karen State.

Ministry of Democratisagon. '
Ministry of Trade Development. .
Miuixtvy ol Labour. )
Ministry of National Solidarity.
Ministry of Sovial Wellare.

CHURCHES & CATHEDRALS
Cathedral  of the and
Pagoda Roads.
St John's Church, Maung-Taulay Sircet.
Sr. Augusting’s Church, 64, Inya Road.
St. Anthony’s Church, 24, Upper Phayre Street.
Immanuel Bapidst Church, corner of Barr & Dalhousic Streets.
St. Gabricl's Church. Rast Wing of Bogyoke Market.
Lutheran Bethlchem Church, 181-183, Stockade Road.
Scor’s Kirk, Signal Pagoda Road.
Mecthodist English Church, Signal Pagoda Road.
Judson College Chapel, University Estate.
St Mary’s Cathedral, Bogyoke Road—St. Paul's  School]
Compound. )

Holy Trinjty—Corner of Bogyoke
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UNITED NATIONS & SPECIALISED AGENCIES
REPRESENTED IN BURMA

Technical Assistance Board, Prome Coutt, Tauk Road.
Techimical Assistance Administration.

Tnilernational Labour Organisation.

Food and Agriculiure Orpanisation,

United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organisation.
World Health Organisation,

United Nations International Cbhildren’s Emerzeney Fund.

POSTAL INFORMATION
ATR MAIL DAYS
Despatch ol Feveign Air Ma.:
Latest hours of postings at Raugoon G.P.O

Un-registered Articles Registerid - Articles

DAVS TICURS DAYS 1IOURS *
THAILAND—
Sunday 10.00 Saturday 18300
Monday 16.00 Montuy 1500
Tuesday 16.00 Tuesday 15.00
Wednesday 16.00 Wednesdan 15.001
'l'hursday 16.00 Thursday 135.00
MALAYA—
Monday 16.00 Monday 15.00
Tucsday 16.00 ‘Tuesday 15.04)
Wednesday 16.00 Wednesday 15408
Thursday 16.00 ‘Lhursdav 15.00
Saturday 13.30 Saturday 12.00
PENNANG—
T'uesday 16.00 Tuesday 13.00
INDONESIA—
Monday 16.00 Monday 15.00
‘Fucsday - 16.00 Tucsday T 150
Wednesday 16.00 Wednesdan 15.00
Thursday 16.00 ‘Thursday 15.00
Saturday 15.80 Saturday 12.00
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Un-registered Articles Registeved  Artictes

LAYS HOURS DAYS HOURS
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZELAND_
Monday 18.00 Monday 15.00
Tucsday 16.00 Tuesday 15.00
Wednesday 16.00 Wednesday 15.00
HONGKONG.,  P(HLLIPPINES, INDQO-CHINA, HAWAIL
MACAO, MARIAN ISLANDS. CAROLINE TST.ANDS,
MARSHAL, ISLANDS, FORMOSA—
Sunday 10.00 Saturday 18.50
‘Tucsday 168.00 Tuexlay 15.00
Wednesday 18.00 Wednescday )5.00
Tharsday 16.00 Thursday 15.00
Friday 1000 Eriday 15.00
JAPAN & XOREA ’
Sunday 10,0 Saturday 13.30
Tucxday 16.00 Tuesday )5.00
Wednesday 16.00 Wednesday 15.00
Thursday 16.00 Thuvsday 15.00
SAN FRANCISCO—
Sunday 10.00 Saturday 13.30
Wednesday 16.00 Wednesday " 1p.00

WEST PAKISTAN, BEHWAIN, DOHA, DURAI, KUWAIT,
MUSCAY, TRAQ AND SHARJA--

Monday 16.00 Monday 15.00
Wednesday 16.00 Wednexgay 15.00
Thursday 16.00 Thursday 15.00
Friday 16.00 Friday 15.00
Saturday 15-30 Saturday 12.00
CAIRO, ADEN, AFRICA, NAIROBI, EGYPT, SYCHELLXS,
PALESTINE, SAUDI ARABIA, TURKEY, GREECE,
CYPRUS, SYRIA, LEBANON AND MALTA—
Monday 16.00 Moenday 15.00
Thursday 11.00 Thursday 10.00

lassic.com

Un-registered Avtieles

LAYS TIOURS
Thursday 16.00
Friday 16.00
Saturday 15.50

ROME, EUROPE, BALKAXN STA'LLS,

Sunday 10.00
Monday 16.00
Wedncsday 16.00
Thursday 16.00
Friday 16.00
Saturday 18.30

Registered Aviicles

DAYS

Tharsday
Friday
Satnrday

Saturday
Manday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

NETHERLANDS & HOLLAND—

Sunday 10.00
Monday 16.00
Wednesday 16.00
Saturday 10.00

DENMARK, NORWAY, SWEDEN AND FINLAND—

Sunday 16.00
Monday 18.00
Wednesday 16.00
Sotnrday 10.00

GERMANY (FRANKFURT)

Monday 16.00
Lhugsday 16.00
Friday 16.00
Sarurday 18.30
U.K., US.A,

Monday 16.00
Wednesday 16.00
Thursday 16.00
Friday 11.00
Friday 16.00
Satnrday 14.40

Suturday
Monrlay
Woedunesday
I'riday

Satarday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

Manday
Thursday
triday
Saiurday

Manday
Wednesday
Tharsday
Friday
Friday
Saturday

USs Ro—

HOL RS

15.00
15.0a

12,00

13.30
15. w0
1510
15-4C
15-000

120y

13,50
150
1500

15,00
Jl

1330
15-00
ERLL

15,00

15 o0
15.00
L0

18.00

15 ix}
LR o
1500
.00
1300
14 .00
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6. TASL PAKISTAN-

Sunday " 1o.0 Satulay
Monday . 15.00 Monday
.Tuesday 13.00 Tuesday

. Wednesday T 5.00 Wedncsday
Thursday 15-00 Yhursday
Triday . 15.00 Friday

17, INDIA, CEYI.ON, 1SRALL, JRAN & AFGCHANISTAN

Sunday 10.00 Saturday
Manday 16.00 Mondav

" Tuesday 16.00 Tucsday
Wednesday 16.00 Wednesday
Thursday ' 16.00 ‘L'hursday
Friday 16.00 ¥riday

FOREIGN POSTAGE RATES
TR TTERS
For the First ounce
For cvety additional ounce or part lhercof
POST CARDS
Single
Reply
- PRINTED PAPLRS
For the first 2 ounces
Yor every additional 2 oumnces=
REGISLERED NFWSPAPERS
Yor cach copy for the fivst 2 ounces or part thereof
For-cvery additional = ounces or paxc thereof
BIOND LITERATURE PACKETS
¥or every packel not cxcceding 2y Ibs, in aecight
For cvery udditional ¢ Ibs. up 1o 155 {bs.
COMMERCIAL T”\PTR‘;
¥or the Arst B ounces
For every additional 2 ounces
SAMPLE PACKETS
For the Girsl 2 ounces )
l'oljle\-'ery additional 2 vwnces

118

20 pyas

20 pyas
40 pyas
14 pyas
6 pyas

6 pyas
3 pyas

8 pyas
§ pyas

35 pyas
6 pyas

. 14 pyas

.6 pyas

35 Pyas

classic.com

INSURED BOXES

For the first 10 ounces

For every additional 2 or. or part thereof

Kyat 1.50

SCHEDULE OF AIR MAIL FEES

Aiir Yee per § or.

Country of Destination

AIFGHANISTAN
AUSTRALIA
AUSIRIA
BELGITUUM

CANADA (ind. NEW JFOUNDLAND)

CEYLON
CHINA (also forx FORM()SA)
CZECHOSLOVAKTA
DENMARK

EGYPT

FINLAND

FRANCIE
FRENCH TNDOCIHINA
GERMANY

GRYEECE (incl. CRITY)
HOI.LAND
HONGKONG
HUNGARY

INDIA (ind. PORTUGUESE INDIA)

INDONESIA
IRAN
TRAQ

IRISI1 REPUBI 1(‘ SAME AS FOR

THE UNTTED KINGDOM
LSRAFEIL
ITALY
JAPAN
JORDAN

excluding postage

J.etters
TYAS
30
75
go
2183

150
30
H0
9o

Tt

TN ]

Other
Articles
PYAS

=2
=

PR R LR R TR
C 2 L our Ot

%

Lot
LI

-y - Lt Lo
CU Ly Lt Ot Ot

—~ 05
o 9

40

30 pVv:s

Fec
for \u
Jetter~

el
Postaac

PY AN

50
H0
30
3¢
0
5[ »
S0

[
A0
54 il
30
:"(')
G
:'ii il
[
"JO
5( )
30
_"l i
:')(')

3('\

50
30

50

L1G



Conntry of Destinacion

KOREA (SOUTH) Uy ‘10 fOKYO—
same as for JAPAN -

KOREA (NORTH)—NO SERVICE

LEBANON .

LIBERTA

NMALAYA

MEXICO

NEPATL—SAME AS FOR INDIA

NEW ZEALAND

NORWAY

PAKISTAN

PHILLIPPINES

POIAND

PORTUGAL

SAUDI ARABIA

SINGAPORE

SOUI'H AFRICA

SOUTHERN RHODESIA

SPAIN

SUDAN

SYRIA

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND

THAILAND (SIAM)

TIBET—SAME AS FOR INDIA

TUNISIA

TURKEY

'GANDA

UNITED KINGDOM

U.S.A.

U.SS.R.

YUGOSLAVIA

120

www.burme

Air fee per § ot Yee
exdlnding postage  for Air
— —  Letters

Other indl.
Tetters  Articles  Postage

PYAS PYAS EYAS
7a 45 50
175 105 75
25 A 50
175 105 75
90 55 50
9o b5 50
25 13 H0
50 130 50
00 Ha 50
g0 55 KO
7 45 50
5 ) no
125 75 50
1218 75 RO
90 55 50
73 45 50
75 45 50
90 55 K0
0o 55 50
28 13 H0
a0 h5 50
75 45 h0
100 (€ 50
40 ha HO
150 Ho 75
LOY) 6o 50
B 45 50
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SAY

English

Hotel
Motor Car
Tri-shaw
Luggage
Servant/Rearer
Roowm
Door
Window
Plate

kork

Spoan
Knile

Cap

Bread
Toaxt
Burctey
Cheese

I

[N BURNMESE

WORDS

Burmesr

Hotel or Huw il
Motor Can
Side-cur

Pvit sce

Tu ga fay

A’Khan

Da-ga

Ba-din hauk
Ia-gan

Kha-yin

Zoon

Dah

Khywel
Paung-monc
Paung-mone mee gin
Hrtaw bac

Dein




Enghsh

Jam

ygar

saly

Pepper

Hot

Cold

Rathe (verb)
\()Bp

[owel
Toilet paper
Bathroom
Hair cut (verh)
\Water

Soft Drink

Comb

shoes
Clothes
Laundry
Tailor

Drink  {verb)
Fongd

Rice

Curm

Fish

Chicken
Muarron

Beef

€ggs (Towl)
Egas (Dinck)
Pork

Milk (Cow's milk)
Fruw
\'cgctables
Mango
Banana (planiain)
Bedl

Bedshect
Pillow
Moxquita net

Burmaese:

Yo

Tha-jar

Hsa

Nga yole koung
Poa

Ave (ax in may, say, way)

Yay cho mai

Hsat-p’yar

Myet-hina-thoke pawa

Nouk pay set-koo

Yay cho-gun

Sa-bin hnvat

Yay

Lemonade: is just Lemonade
Orange Juice is Lecin move yay
Bee B
Hpa-nut

A-woot

Dhobi

Al-chote Thu-mar
Thouk

A-sar

Hta-min

Ilin

Nga

Kyet Thar 1he final ‘v is
TRo V'har very partially
A-mai T'har pronoun: ed
Kyct Qo (pr. s in pool)

© Bear Qo

Wet Thar

Nwar No

A-thee

Hin-thee 1lin-ywet
Tha-yet Thee
Hnget Pyaw  Lhee
Ga-din

Aik ya-gin

Goung own

Chin doung

lassic.com

English

Chair

Table

Dust

Floor

Morning

Noon

Evening

Night

Today

Tomorrow
Yesterday

Dayv before vesterday
Day after tomorrow

Mister

Mrs. /Madam
Man
Womman
Boy
Giil
Child
Book
Paper
Full
Half
First
Second
‘Lhird
Fourth
Medicine
Moncy
Road
Bazaar
Letter
Sun
Moon
New
01d
Time

Burmese
Kalarine
Sa-bwuir
Hpone

Kyan pvin
Mar-net
Nay-lair
Nyar-nay
Nyar

Ya nm
Ner-hpymn-ga
Ma-nay-ga
‘l'a-myan nay-ga
Tha-bet kha

U (pr. Oo as in pool. For elde: =

gentleman.  But Maung for ‘.-

man)
Daw or Daw D
Youk-Char
Main-mi
Tu-ga-lay
Main-ka-lay
Kha-lav
Sa-oak
Set-koo
A-pyay
Ta-wel
Pa-hca-ma
Doo-li-va
Tal-ti-ya
Sa-doke-hra
1lsay
Ngwe or Pike-an
Lun (u as in (o
Zay
Sar
Nay
Ta
A-thit
A-houng
A-~chain



English
Iree
Train
Friend
Music
Cinema
Pagody
Umbrella
flower
Big
Smiall
Ifeavy
Faxt
sow
Good
Bad
Yes
No
Yown
\illage
Baat
Steamer
Hill
lake
River
Sed
Rain
This
That
Those
Who
Which
\Whal
Where
Why
Heye
There
Near
Far
Sick
Wer

www.burme

Burmese
‘Thit-pin
Mece-yahta
Meik-sway
Pan-ra-ya
Rioscope or ynke-shin
Paya

Hu

pun (as i {un, sun)
Kyi

Nge

Lay thee
Myan

Hnay

Koung Thce
S$o Thee or Ma-koung-bao
Hoke-kai |,
Ma-hoke-boo
Myo

Ywa

Hlay
Thin-baw
Toung

Kan or In
Myit

['in lair

Mo

Dee-har
Ho-bar
A-cho
Ba-doo-lai
Ba-lui or Bai bar lai
Ba-lai
Bai-hma Tai
Ba.kyoung-lai
Di-htnar
Ho-hmar
A-nce

A-way
Hpyar-cthee
So-thee

\classic.com

English
Dry
Bux
Silk
White
Red
Bluc
Ycellow
Green
Brown
RBlack
Dark
Light
Last
West
North
South

English
Onpe
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
Nine
Ten
Twenly
Thiny
Forty
Filty
Sixty
Seventy
Eighty
Ninety
Hundred
Thousand

Burmese

Chouk-thee
Thit-tar or Boo
Poe

Pyu

Nee

Pyar

War

Sain

Nyo

Me or Mai
Nvo of Hmouny
Lin

A-shay

A-nouk

M'youk

Town

NUMBERS

Burmese '

Tit

Hnit
Thont
Lay

Ngar
Chouk
Koo-nit
Shik

Ko

Ta-xad
Hnit-sai
Thone-sai
Lay-sai
Ngar-sal
Chouk-sai
Koo-nit-saj
Shik-sai
Ko-sai
Ta-yar
Ta-Htaung
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DAYS OF THE WEEK

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
L hursday
Friday
Sdarurday

Weck
\Month

English

Good Morning
Good Allermaon
Good Day
Gaad Night

Good Byc

How do yon do?
Lhank you

I’ardon me

Come m

Come here

Cup of Teu/Coffee
How much?

How many?

small change (coins)
kruit Juice

leed water

BRoiled or hot water
Cold water

YN
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Ta-nwin-ga nay
‘La-nin-Jac

1n-ga

Buda-hoo
Kyar-tha-ba-day
Thouk-kya
Sa-nay

Da-tha-in

‘la-lar
PHRASES
P Burmess
In DBurmesc there are no  lerms
translatable  for such (orms of

salutatipn. The collective terma for
all four occasions is the English
cquivalent of “"RHow are you?” or
“(Igw do you Jdo’* which is trans-
Tutable into “‘Nay kaung yai-lat?”’
ov '"‘Mar-bar-ye-la¥”

Hire again, there is only the English
equivalent of “I shall be taking
my leave” which iy iramlatable
into “Thwa lile par own mai" or
| Please excuse me (fov leaving')
“-as Ah hkwint pyu bar own’".

May-bar-ye-la? ’
Kyay zu tin bar thee
Khwint hloot pa
La bar
Dee go lar bax
L pet vay/coffee ta hkwet
Bay lauk [lai2
Bai lauk lai?

Al-kyway oy Ali-pote
Hpyaw yay
Yay gai yay
Yay nway (xam¢ for both)

Yay aye (ayc as in may)

classic.com

English

Just a miinule
'l'o cel

To sce

To specak

To ask

‘1'o answer
One month
Two months
Go quickly
Very expensive

Pleasc show mie

Speak slowly

No yon unde stan 1?
Huny up

Wait here

Clean this

Very hot

Drive Slowly

Take mc to. ..

How many miles to . ..
Have youo ...

Where is. .,

Police Statjon

Tin-of cigareties

Be seated (tzke 2 scar)
Trip on the vtiver

Biuvmese

Kha na-galay

Tway thee

Kyi thec

Pyaw thee

AMay thee or wung thee

)lpye thee

Ta-la

Hna-la

Myan myan s

Zay kvi thee (1komll meaning
pricc is very biz)

Kvbn daw go pu bar

Pyay pryay pyaw Lt

Na lai tha-lar

Myan myan

Dee-hma soung nav bay

Hsay lite par

‘L hatk poo thee

Hpyay hpvay ioung bar .

Kyun daw go ., . khaw thwa bar

Bat-hpa mine shi tha-lai

Khin-bya hma . .. b3 tha-lar’

.. .. bai bma-lai

Police Station or guard

cigarette ta-boo

Hiine bar

Yay-larn kha-yce

SENTENCES

tnglish

Where can I get,a reliable
driver?

Please take me 1o sone bcauly
spols in Rangoon

Would there he time {or us to
go yound the Roval Lakes?

Please ask the butler o put in
fresh bathing water

Bu, mese

Motor car driver kaung Kaung

[}

youk bai Iyma ya hnine ma lair
Yan-gone dwin shoo bmvaw g

nla hla sy v po pay bare

Kan daw-ji bet ka wouny yar dl-
8y

chein shi hay ve-lar?

Butler go vat (hio bho yey ahuahud

htet khine pav hor

1
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English

Plcase ger  the water  closet
tcaned up

Let the sweeper  clean ithe
yoom properly

llow much do 1 have o rip
the butler?

1L wani lo go to a decent Ghi-
nese  Restaurant

Mease come and pick me np at
the bLotel 10mworrow at the
samic time

Please lave 2 cigaretic

\What is the distance fromn (he
acrodrome  to  Rangoon/
Stand Hotel?

How mnch do I pay the porier?

Please open (he den
Please shur thc window
What is yowr name?

My name is dlexander
1 am an Americau/Englishman

-

Turm to the right/le(t
Plcase go slraight
Do you speak Fnglish?

Please get me a newspaper

Where s 1he  General Post
Oftice?

Dleasc t1ake nic to the Telcgraph
Office

Get me a taxi

1 want my breakfast
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Busmese

Yay aiu-tha go hsay khinc pay bar

Ah-khan go kaung kaung ta-byet
see hlai bar say

Bucter go hai-lawk Bukshcesh pay
ya ma lai?

Kyun-daw Tayoke Hia-min sine

kaung kaung tho thwa chin bar §

dai

Nce bpyin gar dee abi-chain hotel
hma Ja khaw bar

Cigarette thawk par, Khin byar

fay-yin byan gwin ga mnay pyi
Yan-gune/Strand  Jlotel go  bai
na mine shi the lai?

Kyun-daw woolic go bai lawk pay
ya ma-Jai? 1

Kyay s pyu ywe da-ga hpwint
pay bar

Kyay, 2u pyu ywe ba.din bork
hpwint pay bar

Khin bya na mai bai lo khaw ba

- tha-lai?

Kyvun dsw na mai Alexander

Kyun daw American{Faglish hpyit
Iva thee

Nvarjbear hlai bar

Tai-tai thwar bar

Khin byar English sa-gar pyaw tat
tha Jar?

Kyun daw go tha-din sdr you get
bar

Sar dike kyi bai hn lai?

Kun daw go kyin nau dike tho
po pay bar

Taxi khaw pay bar

Kyun daw ma net sz sar chin bar
thee

ASSic.com

Lnglish

I want my lunch

1 war;L my tea (drink)

1 want my dinncr

Plcas_c mail this letter

¥ want to cash a cheque

I want Burmese cuorrency
Take me to a chemist shop
Y am a visitor 10 Rangoon

I want to sec a Burmese Village
1 am tired

I want to sit down for a while
I wish to walk

1 have lost my way

What time is it now?

Please call me at six jo the
morning
Take me (o0 the church

Take mec to the basaar
Take mc to the Bank

I am hungry
L am chirsty
Take me to a Barber's shop

What are Burma's famous
handicrafts?

Biormese

Kyun daw nayv lai sa sar chin be-
thee

Kyun daw ler pet vay thouk che
bar thee

Kyun daw nvy sa sar chin h-
thee

Dece sa go -a1 dike hma htai p-.
bar

Kyun daw chcgque Tet-hmat hrok
chin bar thec

Kyon daw Bama ngwe loh gx’
bar thee

Kyun daw go say-sine khaw thu:
bar

Kyun daw Yengone go alai "3
thawe kha-ree thai bar

Kyun daw Bama taw ywa a-vusz
myin gyin bzl thee

Kyun daw maw bar thee

Kyun daw kha na htine gyvin b:-
thee ’

Kyun daw lan shouk chin ba the-

Kyun daw lan hmar la ba thee

Ya-khu ah-chein bai louk shi bc:
lai?

Kvun daw go ma-nct chouk na:-
vee lar khaw ba

Kyun daw go paya shikko kvaunz
tho po pav bar

Kyun daw g0 say tho po pay bu:

Kyun daw oo bun dike tho o
pay bar

Kyun daw sat bar thee

Kyun daw vav ngat thee

Kyun daw go -a-hin nyat sine Mo
po pay bar

Ah kaung sone, ‘par mai zb kvl
sonc, Bama let ~hmu pyit see
myar ba Jai?
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English
me some laqjuer-ware
me some Silver-ware
me somc preciovs stones

Show
Show
show

shaw e the best you bave
What js the price?

Flcase reduce the price
Please pack it up well
Bring some tea
Where ¢an 1 buy
Ligars? .
L+ there any fishing in Rangoon?

Burmese

show me the place where
Bunncse parasols are made

Please take me (o the Shwe-
dagon Tagoda

Let us go back to the hotel now

It is getting lale

Let me have the bill

Please c¢all a policeman

Take me to a good doctor

Take me to a good deniist
When does the plang leave?

\When does the (rain feave?

GUIDE TO BURMESE PRONUNCIATION

Burmee cquivalents given in Roman script as above [ollow the
manner in which English is normally read.
aspivated, in the (transliteration, an '‘h’ is placed before the

sellable, e.g.

‘hia® meaning keep
‘heet” - sharp
‘htin iy firewand
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Burmese

Kyun daw go yoom dui pya bar

Kyun daw go ngwe dai pya bar

Kvun daw go kyank myct yadana
pva bar

Ah kanng sone pyit sce pya bar

Bai lank hi? or

Bai lauk pay ya ma lai?

7ay shaw ba own

Kaung kaung htote pay bar

Ler per yay you gef bar

Bama say Dbyin laik bai wa ya
nine wma lai?

Yan-gone dwin bai hma nga hmyar
nin¢ the lai?

Bama ht loke ngan nay yar go
pyar pay bar

Kyun daw go Shwe Dagon paya
tho po pay bar

Hotel (ha pyan ja so,

Nauk kya nay hee

Kyun daw go bill pay bar

Pu)eik khaw pay bar '

Kyun daw go saya woon kaung
kaung htan po pay bar

Kyun daw go thwar sike saya
kaung kaung hian po pay bar

Tay yin byan bai daw htwet ma
laip J

Mce yatta bai daw htwet ma lai?

When consonants are

classic.com

The combinstion of the letters 'k’ and 'y is (vouournced as “ch’
gy’ is pronounced as ‘j' and ‘g’ i» pronounced wvh @ hard ‘g a-

m gol, game, good.

Generally speaking, Buriuese proper names CONPIING LWO OX D10r(
words strung together, ¢.g.

Hlu Seia namc of a person mcaning Preuy dimmond

Hla Preuy
Scin Dizmond
Pan Hla --odwe of 2 person meaning Pretiy Flowe
Pan Flower
Hla Pretty
Mye-ni-gone—name of a subutrb, meaning Red Hillock
Mye TLand
Ni Red
Gone. 1lillock
Kan Daw Gyi—eaniug the Royal lakes
Kan I ake
Daw Royal
Gyl Great
‘ouk’ or ‘owk’ is pronounced as in pout, snout ‘
‘aw’ o . Haw, Jaw, raw
‘ai’ . . air, bear
‘ay' ., ), may, per, say
lu.nl

‘aung’ of ‘vung’

"at’

spoon, junc, tune

found, -ound (with u
slight nasal tone at the
end).

but, yuw  (unlike the
English  pronundation,
the final ¢ is not pro:
nouncedt

foot, nosk (here again

the fina! ‘¢ is not pro.
nounced)
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S

.J-

WHILE AROUND TOWN
PLEASE DO NOT FAIL TO VISIT
THE OLDEST LEADING SHOP OF RANGOON
TEJOOMALS
FOR

TEXTILES NOVELTIES & TAILORING .

138, PHAYRE STREET

ESTABLISHED 1§88

FAVOURITE WATCH HOUSE
A HOUSE OF VALUE, QUALITY & SERVICE
WE STOCK ALL HIGH GRADE WATCHES
AND GLOCKS
Manufactured by
WELL-KNOWN FACTORIES IN
SWITZERLAND AND GERMANY
WE ALSO UNDERTAKE REPAIRS ATTENDED RY
WELL-TRAINED & EXPERIENCED MECHANICS
Try us once and take back a sound watch with you
Business Enquiries—

WHOLESALE & RETAIL—ARE INVITED
CABLE ADDRESS - FAVOURITE"—RANGOON

No. 455, DALHOUSIE STREET
RANGOON K

~
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TRAVELLERS

LET GLOBE LOOK
AFTER YOU !

WHEN YOU TRAVEL

AVAIL YOURSELVES OF OUR EXPERIENCE

AND FREE ADVICE FOR YOUR PASSPORTS, VISAS,

TMMIGRATION, FORM D", F.R.C, INCOMB-TAX
CERTIFICATE, FOREIGN EXCHANGE,
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION, ETC., ETC.

1 — TICKETS AT TARIFF RATES —

AIR — SEA — RAIL

CHARTER CAN BE ARRANGED TO ALL
PARTS OF THE WORLD

(SPECIALISTS IN HA) CHARTER)

GLOBE TRAVELLING AGENCIES

No. 63, MAUNG TAULAY STRELT.
RANGOON

Pronf: SOUTH 288
Cante: “GLOBTRAVEL"
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ONE OF THF OLDESYT ESTABLISHED HIGH QUMLITY
WATCIL FACTORIES IN SWULZERVLAND, FOUNDED IN
19t H CENTURY, \WHICH IS CONIINUALLY CREA'LING
NEW MODFELS, FULFILS EVERY NEED, AND CON[RI-
BUTES A CE\FROL.S SHARE TOWARDS THE MAINTE-
NANCFE OF ‘'Ll PRESTIGE OF THF SWISS \WATCH-
MAKING INDUSTRY.

SOLE AGENTS FOR BURMA
BAMA-THIT WATCH COMPANY

479, DALHOUSIE- STREET
RANGOON

1.0, RoX 4i§ Phone No.: MYOMA 235 .

BEAUTY
WITH
RELIABILITY

CEYLON TRADING CO.

CREATORS OF MODERN
JEWELLERY

PHAYRE STREET,
RANGOON.
Phone South: 148

BANGALORE KARACHI
(IND)A) (PAKISTAN)

— =<z

classic.com
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CHIP HWAT

NoO. 613, DALHOUSIE STRLLT.

R ANGOON
TELrrdosr: MYOMYA 43

MSRSRES L L- 2T S

Cance; CHIPHWAT

STEAMSHIP AGENTS, GENERAI. MERCHANTS

AND
LAT.A. APPROVED SALES AGENTS

P e A

Agents for —
THE CHINA STAM LINE DRAMMEN

T T e e e e~ e -

(NORWAY)
THE HO HONG STEAMSHIP CO. 11932) LTD.
(SINGAPORE)
THE BURMAH OIL CO. (B.T.) LTD.
(RANGOQOON)

ADAMJEE HAJEE DAWOOD MATCH
FACTORY CO. LTD. (RANGOON)

Air Booking Agents for :(—

B.O.AC. CPA.
K.L.M. THAL AIRWAYS.
S.AS. UBA..

e )
SR A e
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ATTENTION TOURISTS ! ! !
SILKS, GIFTS, CURIOS &
-+ NOVELTIES
YQOUR SHOPPING IN RANGOON
INCOMPLETE
UNLESS YOU SAW OUR SELECTED
ORIENTAL CURIOS, CARPETS,
SILKS & GIFTS
Shop at.

Parasram’s Departmental Stores

Bocyoke MARKET (EasT WING)
RANGOON
Phone: SOUTH 724

Cable: “NATHOTEL” . Phone: S. 750

470227229, Sparks STREET, RANGOON
A MODERN HOTEL '
Centrally Situated~-Homely Atmospbere
- -Cordial Treatment—Excellent Service
A CHOICE OF FOODS SERVED
ALL AT MODERATE RATES

196

www.burmes@classic.com

HOTEL KALAW

Kalaw is (he qucen of Burmna’s beauty xpots.

Kalaw, nestling j» the beart of the breath-tak.ngly besudiful
pine-studded bluc Shan hills, at an clevaiion of 4,500 fect
above sca level and surrounded by craggy slupes, with it
most entrancing walks and its voads gleamingz like streaks of
white ribbon, is 2 MUST for the ourists— So is Hotel Rataw.

Kalaw offers you a mew vista cvery mipute.

Kalaw's cver-green ropical forests will soothe your perves
and its fragrant pine Dreeses will-revitalize vou.

Kalaw js reached from Rangoon by road. rail or air. A
tarmac yoad runs {from Rangoon to thc gate ot Hotel Kalaw.
By rail you detrain at Thazi Junction and board avother train
or motor 60 miles up to Kalaw, amidst sceric panoyama ol
exotic tropical exuberance. By air you touch al Heho Airport
from where vou proceed cithery by rail aF westor. 22 miles
by road o Kalaw.

Hotel Kalaw will make your stav a most ebjoyable one.

Hote] Kalaw is the base from wheic oy can make
excursions to:

1. Taunggli, the capital of (he Southern Shan Stutes.

2. Inle Lake, with its Quating villages snd world famous
lew-rowers.

3. ‘The Pindaya caves.

4 The five-day bazaars (bazauts are held once in five
days al different centresy where you will find gorgeoush
dressed hi)l tribes.

Hotel Kalaw's guesis are welcome 35 guest members ol
the Kalaw CJub, next-door, which has a billiard lable, a goli
course and a swimming pool.

Hotel Kalaw has a first-class tennis court. clectric lighis,
modem sanitation and hot and cold running water,

Kalaw js what thc tourists laok for and rarciy find
anywhere clse, and Hotel Kalaw is the tourists” baven.



www.burme

_ L N s
ig SHOPPING? )
] DO IT AT GANDHI'S

)g Dealers in

TINNED TPROVISIONS, INFANDY & INVALID FOODS,

MEDICINES, TOLLET RPQU[:XTL& WINES £ LIQUORS,

CIGARETTLES & TOBACCO AND HOUSEHOLD SU DRIES
Sole Agents for

! LEDERLFE ANTIBIOTICS, VITAMINS, J..TC

 MAX FACTOR'S TOILET REQUISTIES; BARLOVA

% MALT, MILK & BGGS; IDRIS FRUIT SQUASHES;

) FALCON BEER, HERMETICA—BEBETONINE;

) MAYPOLE . MARGARINE; BLUE BIRD

i CONFECTIONERY, ETcC., Erc., ErC.

}

'R. R. GANDHI & CO.

5 140, SuLk PaGopa Roab,
¢ RANGOON

‘WMBLA ==

%MM%{WW»
» FRUT SQUASHES

« CORDIALS )

¥ non-alcoholic WINES

*  unparaiiled in QUALITY and FLAVOWA. .

[ m s ovands | 1 Hasan & CO,

a3 wienamphy! wA g Javlay SLRerjom

classic.com
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LEMYETENA TRAVEL SERVICE

CAN ARRANGE YOUR TRIP TO ANY PLACE

IN THE WORLD BY ANY A(RLINE

| Epor o
;

GE ’ .

sm'quﬁgsr[]ﬁ'uﬂsqmuﬂﬁ
Cao-Bee-R§oS0-a8p5[R.
oon:eoe(@ipéi- ed:ig]‘]o

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF OF LEMYETHNA
TRAVEL MEANS WORRY

COME STRAIGHT TO LEMYETHNA
AND GET THEIR FOUR-IN-ONE SERVICE

AIR TRAVEL-SHIPPING-CLEARING-FORWARDING
IT PAYS TO DEAL WITH

THE LEMYETHNA TRADING COMPANY

6971699, MERCHANT STREE [
_ RANGOON, BURMA
PuoNe: SOUTH 248 [GEVIE

SR T R AL T S I S S R I TR

TSATEDITUA™ |,

e
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EXPERT FIRST-HAND AND UP-TO-DATE
INFORMATION
PRERSONAIL CARE AND ATTENTION FOR
ALL COMPREHENSIVE

“FRAVEL” SERVICE AND “CARGO” SHIPMENT

THE WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE
8, MocuUL STREET
 RANGOON.
By any Airline to any part of the World
CORRESPONDENTS AT
i HONGKONG, BANGKOK, SINGAPORE.
SAIGON anp CALCUTTA

e
NEANZA S

T e T L

)

]

SUN CAFE

{ BAKERS, CONFECTIONERS,

RESTAURATEURS & CATERERS

AN ENTIRELY BURMESE ENTERPRISE
ESTABLISHED IN 1934

« QUN CAFE” MEANS GOOD FOOD &
GOOD SERVICE

32./34, PAGODA ROAD, RANGOON
] Phone: SoUTH 748

b , PPN

MACRINNON, MACHENZIE & (0.

BF BURMA LTD.

91, SPARKS STREET, RANGOON

Phone: MYOMA 393, 441, 443
AGENTS FOR

Shipping Lines :

BRITISH INDIA STEAM NAVIGALION CO. L1D.
PENINSULAR & ORIENTAI, STEAM NAVIGALION CO.

EASTERN & AUSFTRALIAN STEAMSIIIP (O,

UNION STEAMSHIFP CO. OF NEW ZUEALAND LTD,

HAIN SIEAMSHIP CO. LTD.

CANADIAN PACIFIC STEAMSIIP CO. LTD
AMERICAN PRESIDENT LINES L'1D.
ISTHMIAN STEAMSHIP LINES

NATIONAL BULK CARRIERS INC.
COMPAGNIE DLES MESSAGERIES MARITIMES
JAMES NOURSE LIMTTED

STRAITS SYEAMSHIP COMPANY LIMITED

Insurance Companies :

ATLAS ASSURANCE CO. LTD.

BANKERS TRADERS INSUORANCE CO. LTD.
COMMERCIAL UNION ASSURANCF CO. 1.TD,
CORNHILI. INSURANCE CO. T.TD.

BRITISH TRADERS INSURANCF. CO. 1.TD,
TRITON INSE¥RANCE CO. LTD.

T.ONDON ASSURANCE

MARINE TNSURANCE CO. 1.TD.

CANTON INSURANCE OLFICE L1D.

Agents for:
KELVIN MARINE DIESEL ENGINES
BITULAC SPECIALITY PAINTS

CLEARING, FORWARDING AND STORAGE AGENTS

NS
R N =T,

e e S

e e -
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TOURISTS

WHEN VISITING THIS {

LAND OF GOLDEN PAGODAS IT
WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE (O

LOOK IN AT
THE BURMA COLD STORES LTD. ! WE HAVE THE ORGANIZATION AND
WHERE YOUR MONEY BUYS MOST THE STAFF TO HANDLE ALL YOUR
142, SuLE PAGoDA ROAD )

THE FINEST ARRAY OF FOREIGN : TRAVEL PROBLEMS

PROVISIONS — LIQUORS — TOILETS —
COLD MEATS ETC. ETC. ETC. ! SO CONSULT US FOR :
— { {  PASSPORT IMMIGRATON

FOREIGNERS' REGISTRATION

BOOKING OF PASSAGES, IC.,
THE ROYAL STATIONERY SUPPLY HOUSE EIC

LET
THE ROYAL PRINTING WORKS
PRINTERS, STATIONERS & PAPER MRRCHANTS PYIDAWTHA BOOKING AGENCIES

& BOOK BINDERS 3 b
STATIONERY POR HQME, OFFICE & SCHOOL USE; BE YOUR GUIDE
OFFICE % SCHOOL REQUISITLS; 1 .
SCHOOL. BOOKS: EXERCISE % CLASSWORK BOOKS: No. 155, 34ty STREET, RANGUON
ACCOUNT RBOOKS; FEDGER BOOKS; SLIDE RULES;
PAINTS; COLOURS; BRUSHES: DRAWING

DRAWING. BOARDS & EASELS & PAINTER'S ' prOP‘ A. J SOE _ M YINI

MATERIALS:
PAPER OF ALL KINDS & DRSCRIPTION; o, Branch Office.
RLOCKS % RUBRER STAMPS; BOOK BINDING AND
UP-TO-DATE PRINIING OF VISITING CARDS; No. 54, CANNING STREET
INVITATION & WEDDING CARDS; LETTER HEADS
MAGAZINES & ALL KINDS OF OFFICIAI. FORMS. . CALCUTTA

1T WILL PAY YOU W THE LONG RUN JF YOU :

ALWAYS KEEP IN TOUCH \\’II‘H Us E Phone ; 33_253.8 Cuble > TURWALZAIR \i

S

L e 2 2 2 SN S 2 2 2

Send full detasls of your requivements lo :
408410, DALHOUSIE STREET, RANGOON

Grams: “enveeove™. P.O. Box No. g87. Phooe: souvm gbg

Tt . i
U RN TR T
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WHEN IN RA
VISIT

NGOON

LAl e e
e~~~

THE LEADING DEPARTMENTAL STORE
416, DALHOUSIE STREET

i
A

lassic.com

CAPTURE THE SCENIC BEAUTY
or

BURMA

AND THE LIFE OF HER PEOPLE

FOR THE EVERLASTING DELIGHT OF
YOURSELF & YOUR FRIBNDS

_EQULPM_E.NT
AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING
DEALERS IN

PHOTOGRAPRIC ACCESSORIES

j "P.O. Box 777

INYA GARDEN

No. 60, 65 MiLLs, PROME ROAD
RANGOON
Visit the only open Air Dance Ball in Burma
ON THE BANK OF INYA LAKE _
A PARADISE FOR THE TOURISTS—RESIDENTJAL
ROOMS AVAILABLE—INYA GARDEN
HOTSPOT BAND IN ATTENDANCE
ENGLISH & CHINESE DISHES
Available at the Cheapest Rates
VISIT ONCE AND YOU WILL ALWAYS
- ° THINK OF INYA GARDEN! -

Sole A gen! :

SWISS BURMA TRADING CO.
I, MG. TAULAY STREET

(ENTRANCE STRAND ROAD),
RANGOON

Phone: W. 1184

144




CINEMATOGRAPHY
&

; PHOTOGRAPHY
l
| RADIOGRAPHY

in the Union of Burma

D. AL AHUIA

(Established 1885)
THE NAME THAT STANDS FOR LEADERSHIP IN EVERY
PHASE OF PHOTO, CINE AND X-RAY SERVICES
WHOLESALE & RETAIL

Phone 134, SULE PAGODA ROAD
SOUTH 886 RANGOON

N N TP Ty

e

Cables
“«AHUJA”

|

FOR A SAFE SUPPLY OF
RELIABLE & GENUINE MEDICINES

FOR YOUR TOUR
VISIT -

THE GRAND PHARMACY

438-444, MOGUL STREET
RANGOON
Phone:

SOUTH 6%0

'THE GATEWAY TO THE LAND|

S
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STRARD HOTELS OO

STRAND HOTEL

RANGOON

BURMA

of
PAGODAS

Telegrems :

"STRANDHO”

14~
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FLY U. 8. A.
TBE NATIONAL AIRLINE OF BURMA

INTERNATIONAL SERVICES :

CALCUTTA
PENANG

CHITTAGONG

BANGKOK

INTERNAL SERVICES :

TO ALL PRINC]PAL‘TOWNS IN BURMA -
ENQUIRE AT:
104, STRAND ROAD.

Phone: SOUTH 6g2
MYOMA 56 & 8§40

CasLr: “UNIONAIR™

SINGAPORE -

Union Of Burma Shipping Board

s.8. “PYIDAWAYE ” .

RANGOON [ARAKAN |[CHITTAGONG PASSENGER-

CUM-CARGO SERVICE:

MAINTAINED BY S.8. “PYIDAWAYE”, RUNNING
BETWEEN RANGOON, ANDREW BAY, KYAUKPYU,
AKYAB AND CHITTAGONG (EAST PAKISTAN).

RANGOON | TENASSARIM PASSENGER-CUM-
CARGO SERVICE:

$.S. “PYIDAWNYUNY™, WILL OPERATE A SERVICE
BE (WEEN RANGOON, MOULMEIN, TAVOY, MERG U]
AND VICTORIA POINY, TO BL FXTENDED
TATER TO PENANG.

CARGO SERVICES :

FREIGHI' SRRVICES BETWEEN RURMA AND INDfA,
1LK., MALAYA, PEOPLE'S, REPUBLIC OI' CHINA
AND OTHER COUNTRIRS, MAINTAINED 8Y UP-TO-
DATE FREIGHTERS, §.8. “AUNGMYITTA” %
§.5. “AUNGTHITSA”

e "

~——

Union Of Burma Shipping Board .;

10, PBAYRE STRELT,
RANGOON. -

(Pronk: SOUTH yoo)

TRAVEL AND SHIP BY BURMA'S NATIONAL SHIPS

= —
~— ST
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only 545 flies today
the airways of tomorrow

SCANDIRAVIAN AIRLINES SYSTEMN

General Agents:

THE EAST ASIATIC CO.
377, Merchant Street, Rangoon.

LTD.

150

WHEN YOU ARE IN THE CITY OF

RANGOON
STAY AT

RAILWAY HOTEL,

ADJOINING THE RANGOON RAILWAY
STATJON

AND

OVERLOOKING BOGYOKE AUNG SAN
STADIUM

IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE WORLD-FAMOUS
SHWEDAGON PAGODA, IMPORTANT BUSINESS
HOUSES, BANKS, CINEMAS, BMBASSIES, ETC.
THOROQUGHLY FITTED WITH MODLRN
SANITATION

BEST ENGLISH, CHINESE, MUSLIM AND
BURMESE DISHES SERVED
For Reservation and Particulars please apply to:
'THE MANAGER
Phont: souin 220

Ext.; HOTR.

Telegrams: RATILHOTEL, Rangoon

1K1
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- PHAYRE ST.,
S _ | RANGOON
ENE

vHReFYIRAES

: \
FOR YOUR MEDICAL NEEDS AND FOR YOUR i s
REQUIREMENTS OF MEDICINES OF ALL 2y ==
" TYPES YOU CAN DEPEND ON i :

IDEAL NURSING HOME |
IDEAL TRADING HOUSE LT

A QUALITY HOUSE FOR—
608, MERCHANT STREET,
RANGOON

COTTON & SILK FASH{ON FABRICS
NOVELTIES & PRESENTATION GOODS

( Telephone : M. 248 ) HOUSE-HOLD GOODS, Etc., Erc,

==

Y <
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You get the finest

P A SSA G ES on Pan Amerlcun'

BY AIR OR SEA

WE HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED , -4 @m@ I I@@
100

YEARS IN BURMA
' AND .
THE BENEFIT OF OUR EXPERIENCE
AS SHIPPING & FORWARDING
AGENTS g
IS AT YOUR DISPOSAL. '

WHEN TRAVELLING IN UPPER BURMA,
YOU CANNOT BE 700 CAREFUL IN
REGARD TO DRINKING WATER,

BUT TF YOU STICK TO “IMPERJAL"™ WATERS

YOU CANT GO WRONG :

FOR PERSONALSUSE OR SENDING 45 -
GIFTS TO FRIENDS AT HOME YOU CAN
FIND NOTHING BETTER THAN OUR

} “IMI]E["AL” For reservations, call your Tr.avel Agent or
' NS e Phare hrcst, Rondoan
SCOTT'S BURMA CHERG ' Tel. Sovth 608 and 76

“Tyade-Mork, Fan American Knrld Airways, Ine,

A. SCOTT & CO.
526/532, MERCHANT STREET
' WORLD'S Mﬁbf

V1% Mlﬂ/m/v v e

1= 4 lKr\
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www.burmeseclassic.com

All-t;;ét’s best :

in air travel

Fly B.O,A.C. and enjoy the fmese air travel! Air

wavel backed by 36 years’ expertence of the 2ir rogres
of the world . .. by 36 years’ kmowledge of the

arc of caring for passcogers ., . by 36 years of
efficiency, courvesy and service! )

Rook through your loeal B.OA.C. appointed Agents or
thraugh 8.0.AC. 622, Merchani Strecr, Rangoon
PFhone X 477, 360. 1019 & W.1203

B,0.A.C. TAKES GOOD CARE OF YOU

FLY = BOA(

BRITISY OVERSEAY A!RWAYS CORPORATION
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. THE HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI
BANKING CORPORATION
(Incorporated in (he Colony of Hongkong) -

The Liability of Members is limited to the extent and in
manner preseribed in Chapter 70 of the Laws of Hongkong.
Capital Authorised .. $ 25,000,000
Capital Issued and Fully Paid Up .. § 25,000,000
Reserve Fund Sterling .. .. ¥ 17,687,500
Reserve Liability of Members .. $ 25,000,000

Head Office - - HoNckONG

Chairman - - - Hon. C. BLAKER

Chief Manager - - MicHAEL W. TURNER

London Office - - 9, GRACECHURCH STREET, E.C. 3

\ BRANCHES _

BURMA HONGKONG JAPAN (contd.) MALAYA (contd.)

Rangoon - Hongkong T'okyn Singapore

CAMBODIA  Kowloon Yokohax (Orchard Rd.)

Phonom Pinh  Mongkok MALAYA Sungei Patani

CEYLON INDIA Cameron Leluk Ansan

Calombo Rombay EHlighlands NORTH ., (-

DJAWA (gava) Calcutta Spob BORNEO.

Djakarta INDO-CIHNA  Johore Bahruz  Brunci Town

Surabaja Saigon Kuala Lumpur  Jesselton

LUROPE JAPAN Malacca Kyala Belait

Hamburg Kobe © Mnar Sandakan

Pariy Osaka I'cnang Tawau

Singapore
PIILIPPINES UNITED i\l\‘GD()\(
Ioilo London
Manila U.S.A. X
‘Thailand New York N
Bangkok San Feancisco ' l
BANKING BUSINESS OF EVERY R
KIND TRANSACTED _
A comprebensive service as Trustees and Bxecutors is also
undertaken by the Bank's Trustee Companies in
HONGKONG LONDON SINGAPORE f .
A

www.burme_‘sdclassic.com
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