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The Literary Life

Before me stretches the Ocean of peace
Death, like Rahu, Casts shadowns only
Bird, why do you

Forget your song?

The sun flames on his lonely afternoon
If 1 can once again
Life is sacred  know
In the fifth year of marriage

Goddess of language,

I carve your image

On this Birthday I feel lost.

On the bank of Rupnarayan

Atthis festival of gifts

The first day's sun asked

Ofien the dark night of sorrow

You have riddled the path of your creation
There comes the man supreme
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The Illustrated Weekly Of India
The Literary Life-

~ As the controversy over Rabindranath Tagore's
copyright snowballs, with Visva Bharati wanting to
cling on to it beyond the statutory period, Pritish
Nandy presents a cache of unauthorised translations.
His own version of Tagore's last 15 poems written be-
tween December 3, 1939, and July 30, 1941.
Poems that try to grapple with the mystery of death
in the last year of the poet's life.
September 7-12, 1991.
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Before me stretches
the Ocean of peace

- Before me stretches the ocean of 1 peace.
helmsman, launch me. '
Be my eternal companion,
take me in your arms.
The road to eternity W111 be lit
by the pole star.

Bestower of freedom,

your forgiveness; your mercy
shall sustain me forever

as | journey towards eternity.

May mortal bonds fall apart,
may the great universe embrace me
and my heart know without fear
the great unknown.
Shantiniketan, December 3, 1939
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Death, like Rahu,
Casts shadowns only

Death, like Rahu
- casts shadows only
but cannot sap life's divine ambrosia:
entrapped by this material world
this I know for certain.

The eternal value of love

cannot be stolen

by any plunderer lurking

in secret caverns of the universe:
this I know for certain.

What I found as most true

hid falsehood in guise:

this disgrace of life

the laws of universe will not bear,
this I know for certain
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[~ ~ Everything moves

- by the ceaseless force of change:
this is the law of time.
Death appears changeless
and cannot therefore be true:
this I know for certain.

; | He who knows this world exists

| realises himself, )

as a witness of all that exists,

his truths are in the truth

of that ultimate self,

this I know for certain. _ _ o

~ Shantiniketan, May 7, 1940
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‘Bird, why do you
Forget your sor_lg?

Bird, ot
why do you forget your song at times?
Why not sing on?

A songless dawn is futile.

Are you not aware of this?

The first touch of dawn
" trembles on green trees
in that tremor is your song
that wakes among the leaves.
You are the one the morning loves.
Are you not aware of this?
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The goddess of awakening is there.
She waits for me,

anticipant.

Are you not aware of this?

Do not deprive her
of the gift of your song.
After the dreams of a sorrowful night,
your morning song
brings the message of a new life.
Are you not aware of this?
Shantiniketan, February 1 7 1 941
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The sun flames
on his lonely afternoon

The sun flames

on this lonely afternoon.

I stare at the vacant chair.
There is no consolation there.
In its echoes

the haunting voice of despair.

The voice of emptiness fills with pity:

the message escapes.

Like the sad eyes of'a dog without his master
laments a heart that cannot understand

what happened and why.

All day, all night his eyes search in vain.
The chair speaks with greater sorrow,
the dumb pain of the void
spreads in this room without you
Shantiniketan, March 26, 1941




Go

If I can once again

IfI can once again
I shall find that chair
in whose embrace remains

the loving message of a distant land.

Escaped dreams of the past
shall crowd there again, -
their half-heard murmurs -
shall build a nest again.

Recalling pleasant memories,
making awakening sweet,

the flute now silent

shall bring back melodies.

www.burmeseclassic.com
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Arms outstretched near the window,
‘on the fragrant path of spring,

the footsteps of a great silence
shall be heard at night.

With the love of a distance land

she who has waited for long

will sustain her nearness forever,
her whispers echo in my ears.

She, whom words failed,
who spoke only with her eyes,
this chair will keep alive forever

memories of her tristful voice.
Shantiniketan, April 6, 1941
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Life is sacred I know

Life is sacred I know:

but its actual form I have never grasped.
From some mysterious fountainhead
it breaks : |
and travels down some wandering route

I cannot trace

It gains a new purity each morning

from the dawn:

a million miles away

I fill this vessel with its gold.

That life gave voice to day and night:

it worshipped the unseen with wild flowers
and lit clay lamps

in the silent dusk.

My heart offered it

the first love of my life.

All familiar loves
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touched by its golden wand
“are awake now:
my love for her,
for these flowers,
all these are its very own
by its touch.

At birth the book is brought, its pages blank:
it slowly fills with words each day.
Stringing bead after bead about oneself
the portrait emerges at day's end.
The painter recognises himself
by his own signature.
Then he lines through the words, the forms -
with an indifferent stroke of blakc. T
Only a few letters in gold remain,
radiant beside the pole star.
Shantiniketan, April 25, 1941

Gaar oo
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In the fifth year of marriage

In the fifth year of marriage

with the intimacy of ayouth - -

full of mysteries,

secret juices ripen within the heart: -
from the buds to clusters of fruit,
from stalk to fragile petal

spreads a golden glow.

A strange fragrance tempts guests in,
arestrained beauty

entrances the wanderer.

For five years the flowerings creepers of spring
have filled with nectar the chalice of love:
drunk with honey

the garrulous black bee buzzes.

A serene joy welcomes the uninvited

and those who came when they heard.
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In the first year of marriage

from all corners of the earth.

the flute played the shahana raga,'

- the sound of laughter echoed everywhere.

Today a brief smile breaks on the face of dawn
in soundless humour.

The flute captures the resonance of the kanada?
as the seven stars call for meditation.

In five years the dream of pleasure flowered
and brought a paradise of fulfilment in life.
The vasant® pancham raga® that played first
has now found fulfilment too.
As you walk the flowering forest bed -
your anklets ring to the tremulous raga of spring.
| Shantiniketan, April 25, 1941

Shahanaraga - = 2036600

Kanada = 3o/ oaad
vasant i
panchamraga = ogecfgoobodep / codiogs:

]
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Goddess of language,
I carve your image

. Goddess of language,
I carve your image single minded
in this lonely courtyard.
Lumps of clay E
lie scattered:
unfinished, voiceless,
they stare at the vacant
without hope.
At the feet of your proud image
they lie humbled,
not knowing why they are there.

Yet more pitiful than them are those
who had once found form

but as time passed

lost all meaning.

Where were you invited?
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They cannot answer.

‘To build which dream

they bore the debt of dust
and came

to the door of mankind?
From which lost paradise
this portrait of Urvashi
did the poet want to capture
on this mortal canvas?

For this you were called,
kept with care in this gallery of paintings
and then forgotten one day.

The primeval dust you belong to
with supreme indifference claimed you
in its soundless chariot racing into the unknown.

This is good.

This tired acclaim,

crippled, waste today,

these routine humiliations

dog the steps of time

and break itsjourney.

Spurned, insulted,

you find peace at last

when you become one with the dust again.
Shantiniketan, May 3, 1941
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On this Birthday
I feel lost.

" On this birthday 1 feel lost.
I want my friends to pledge
the touch of their hands,
this earth's ultimate love,
so that I can take with me life's supreme grace
the last blessmgs of my fellow men.

My bag is empty today,

I have given away

all there was to give.

If something comes in reture —

some love, some forgiveness —

I shall take them with me

when I set sail in my raft

towards that silent festival of the end.
Shantiniketan, May 6, 191
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On the bank of Rupnarayan

: On the bank of the Rupnarayan

1 woke

and realised this world

was no dream.

With Ietters of blood

I saw my self defined.
- I recognised my self

through endless suffering,

countless wounds.

Truth is cruel:

I love its cruelty

for it never lies.

Life is a tapasya’ of pain till death:
to gain the terrible value of truth,
i : settle all debts by death.
3

 Shantiniketan, May 13, 1941

1. Tapasya = moa:gaaoq]éf --
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At this festival of gifts

At this festival of gifts on your birthday
strange and colourful is this

courtyard of the early dawn.

With countless flowers and leaves

life offers its gifts with abandon.

Nature keeps a watch on her treasures
from time to time: i
you are now a witness to her af'ﬂuence

When the giver and the taker are umted,
a divine desire
is fulfilled today.
The poet of the universe, amazed,
blesses you:
as a witness for his verse, you have come
rain-washed
in this clear sharavan! sky.
Shantiniketan, July 13, 1941

Sharavan = oclesléco (ol) SuSepsS
comc:négoggioean

20qoab §005
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The first day's sun asked

The first day's sun

asked ;

the world's first emergence:
Who are you?

There was no answer.

Years passed.
The las day's sun
asked a final question
near the shores of the western sea
amidst the silence of dusk: -
Who are you?
There was no answer.
Calcutta, July 27, 1941
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Often the dark night
of sorrow

Often the dark night of sorrow -

has come to my door

armed with only one weapon:

the fearful visage of pain, threats of terror —
deceptiveinthedark.

Whenever I feared that mask of terror

I suffered meaningless defeat.

This loss, this victory, these apparitions of life:

stumbling from childhood, dogged by this fear

I have heard the mockery of suffering.

This strange restless-vision of terror:

crafted in the dark by the skilled hands of death.
Calcutta, July 29, 1941
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You have riddled
the path of your creation

You have riddled the path of your creation

with strange nets of deceit,

O deceitful one

Snares of false beliefs you have skilfully laid
in our simple lives. ‘m

With such delusions you have marked the great:
for him you have not kept the secret night.
Your stars

light his way

towards his inner self

a path forever clear,

by his simple faith
‘made radiant all the way

Apparently tortuous, he is actually sunple
and this is his pride:
Others think he is deluding himself
But he finds truth -
bathed in the inner light within hlmself
Nothing can deceive him. :
His last reward he carries
to his coffer
He who can effortlessly bear your gu:les
receives at your hand
his imperishable right to peace.
Calcutta, July 20, 1941
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There comes
the man supreme

There comes the man supreme:

the world is thrilled,

glassblades quiver, s
conches resound in the heavens,
gongs of victory sound on earth.

This is the moment of the great birth.

Forts of the moonless night

are in ruins today.

Dawn echoes on the hilltops:

fear not, fear not.

Hopes of a new life emerge.

Hail the new man:

the cosmos reverberates with this cry.
Shantiniketan, Baisakh 1, 1345
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