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The Myanmar Royal Regalia

Kingd

Kings ruled about 2000 years ago. mx “u\Indtpclulemmld‘m:‘wy\s\me,\u\hu«pm«hmu
do! ck The fu
d by the. mya\ I nthe wholecounryand of

spine of the beholder:

y ymbol of “sovereignty, nobility,
» " The royal regalia al state occa-
sions. Meticulous records o the royal regalia keptand maintained over theyears show hat the
regaliafor 17 and that for 18

inthe ‘Shwe Bon Ni ghtly from the later cla made by Minister
Myawaddy U Sa.

“The * Shwe Bon Nidan” tratise was written and completed during the reign of King
Bodawpaya (Myanmar Era 1145, A.D 1783). The work of Minister U Sa wasa compiltion of
a much later period

Myanmar King Thibaw. and dis-
played inthe foreground of the Royal Lion Throne

Yearin April
andatthe end of Lent (October). The New Year beisance ceremony was sually held Ji)da\nl[\cr
New Year's Day.

afterthe Full Moon Day of

yanmar month of Thadingyut that s the ausere
periodof Lent. y firm fealty
bear gifls o honour him. Iy by i royal

Mayors ord: fains from far

i near. They would come

e
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pennants in front of the throne.

2 folderbya

Minister of Thibaws Court, Maha Thiha Thura the Lord of Taingdar as well as photographs ofvari-
i ynasty display Museum.

In 1886, when the entire country fell under Bitish colonial rule. the Royal Lion Throne

greatly revered by the Myanmar people was taken away to Calcutia, India and the royal
regalia and royal houschold articles to England.

1948, the Royal
ty 1964 partof the roy
Victoria and Albert M London, tothi
day. i
tothe delight and pride of the Myanmar peaple.
T This Is a learned and compreemive freaiive o ancient Nyamr Cillure.

manners and. customs

=/
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APainting of
the Royal Regalia

by
Sir Richard Temple
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Righthand side Lefuhand Side

Triple-Tiered Betel Vessel 1 Bowl on Lion Stand
Large Betel Receptacle all Betel Receptacle

Sl Candcbes il Reseptack with Zode Sins
s Condrn Hhaed

Retc G
Bl o o Drgon St Obons
Ocsgral Bl Co R h
Lars Fiowes Coss Ry anit
Ve o) T
Ve o) oy Dagrs ATl Andince
Bowl Royal Staff’ e i
Goblet Golden Pitcher on Lion -Stand . s
e 9 by AristSuyaChone
Drinking Water Stand Chin Rest oepajeen
o Crne S
Gy i picher Sty g
Filigree Casket Vessel ( masculine ) Ao

(gafely)
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The Right-Side Array of the Royal Regalia
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Large Betel Basket

ogdieondi{

conbiabectgtidobags cgpremedfiieyil amping
T Bty G oo i
onfebat coiBoonesnied 3

Large Betel Basket
It

totheking.
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Large Betel Receptacle

This article is part of the right-side array of the royal,
The Shwe Bon Nidan Treatise states that the use of this article b
n with the ancient Kings of the Tagaung Dynasty and is an inte-
al part of the royal regalia. It s made of pure gold and inlaid with

tis areceptace (o serve betel to Myanmar kings.
The Myanmar people acquired the habit of chewing betel priorto
the Bagan Era. Betel leaves pasted with lime., (Callicera Rubella)
were illed with small pieces of betel nut, and folded over into bite-

suchascloves, aniseed, g

ed coconut meat, camphor, cinnamon,
cardamon seeds, cumin (cul Gamon herbs
(semptorts e tobass oo ks o e i
Betel plays an important role in Myanmar everyday life as
adelicacy for guests as well as a medicinal remedy. Inthe days of
the Myanmar monarchy the ritual of the betel
of the adminisratve systemand was partcularly true of he judie
ciary. The manner of partaking betel showed the hicrarchy of royal

preciated

people, irrespective of sex, betel chewing wasa highl
social custom. Hence the reason why, betel receptacles wrought
beautifully i all shapes and designs and sizes formed part of the

National Museum

217
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Triple-Tiered Betel Vessel
Parchment Illustration

ochumatiebien’ ogaioglept dodaoghe
cqporobodGiyS: copobactanpp 35S
B
aSioogd mgSiqoln affeimesmniGsiaaiy
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“Triple-Tiered
ssel
Museum

Triple-Tiered Betel Vessel
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Candelabra
According o the Shwe Bon Nidan it was originally part of the
personal panoply of Prince Padeikhaya that was later presented to King.
c These

fold

shegipqoieptensBomesn oroiEHBhd ecoiEoecd

Large and Small Candelabra, Parchment Illustration

sor20
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HhiogtigafosoplecsGooniean
solkbcgiiged
Betel Bowl on Dragon Stand

Parchment Hlustration

4elibogieged

confurotiabieosiogt dlodeaopaiGhooan
gy copoarboppgs ESamas
selsscgligoi oreomiiasckaoch pybsoch soofurliquts
Ndmrﬁ:m&»&mm@tiwéw ogoifoldiogtsh
ooy oEiabieosupioh yobronteonieson gl
el sppesidng

Betel Bowl on Dragon Stand

This is an omament made of pure gold and
studded with precious gems. The Betel Bowl on the
Dragon stand, according o the Shwe Bon Nidan trea-
tise, has been part of the royal
enth king of the Taga
the dragon that was
ture shown here is a copy of the illustration found in
the white parchment foder

e
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Octagonal Betel Cup
Thl Ol e Cip i o o df e i s
They are known as the “P e i B up”, Nan Beil G
“Cornered Betel Cup”, the “Hexagonal et Co Octagonal Betel
Cup” and the * Totie Sided Dot Cup”. Some of lh(m, hg\dcwv\ are gem

The betelcupon displayathe Myanmar National Museurnis wroughtof pure
e Shwe Bon

of o

qSecorbiogbiged

Octagonal Betel Cup
National Muscum
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The Upper partof the
Octagonal Betel Cu

with Embossed Gold Floral Motifs and
Precious Gems

National Museum

oo GolodogifGasconiear
gecorfogbigabemnaiGiigt
egmrendigmacoliepiad

ogprempciqoiep:
8eSeonry

‘The Lower Part of the Octagonal
Betel Cup with Embossed

Gold Floral Motifs and

Precious Gems

National Museum

RI23
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Royal Flower Casket
Parchment llustration

o
sheofgiars

Octagonal Betel Cup.
with Green Glass Mosaic.

524
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Jewelled Flower Casket

pre-
as follows. “The Sacred Relics of

L
we Bon Ni

The
cious gems. |mdmnpmwmmuyc

the Lord inthe nKin
consinuctionof large (hndn(\mpﬂ e a\\okuu
ord Buddha collar
bone Vi f ight King
i King Alaung P
injust such a casket and a five Sarakhan Images of the
ord Buddha Himsel These

records show that the Jewelled Flower Casket was partof the royal regalia that was greatly revered,
forit played an important tomake royal

Jewele Flower Caske
ational Muscum

0725
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Royal Vessel ( Feminine )
Such vessels bel

into masculine and feminine, the c-
le for biter fermented ) toddy liquor and the latter
for sweet (unfermented) toddy wine

826

Eﬂ:m:@:}én&weé
Gromgiy
Replica of

Royal Vessel
National Museum

aodropd
oSGoonican
Bosecrd

Royal Vssel
Parchment llustration




www.pburmeseclassic.com

oambiadicotgtdobozh mypedle. ep/e eTaeh 2 eh/costooeplepll wum
oo 3 S 5 5 s

Gold Bowl
Based

Iy with the
eved o have been part of the
Id and the edges are lined with

earth, the bowls depict the sun and the moon respectively. They are bel
regalia of the ancient kings of pre-history. They are mad
five concentric bands studded with rubies

ade of pure

eabodiopd

e egacon:

Gold Bowl
Parchment llustration

B¢

Gold Bowl
National Museum

o
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Gold Goblet

Ttis made of pure gold and inlaid with rubies and
other precious gems. The Shwe Bon Nidan again main.
tainsthat it formed part ofthe royal regalia of the ancient
Kings of Varanasi

cobpfGimgh equifisyions
g oggng$ Bloicpobeots amyoleonoogts
The Goblet Cover

This s the cover forthe royal ither. It s made
of goldand omamented withrubies and diamonds

aaniGoiodogtGacosiean
cgoaueentid
sorpoSeqiqonpepidgeSanmicarn
orcomiibed

Gold Goblet and Cover

Ad th Precious Gems
National Museum

Jor28
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Gem-studded
Royal Gold
Goblet Cover
National Museum

enSeptensormes
qoposeniicod

Gem-studded
Royal Gold Goblet
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he right-side regalia on display

atthe National Museum,

rarGoiodogEGaoonican

canodequitioy

Go}oSogegaconisan Gofpecy

o Replica of Drinking Water Stand
Replica of Spittoon - National Muscum

onal Museum

receptacl t reseive and hold theseliva o heking
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Filigree Casket
National Muscum
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The Left-Side Array of the Royal Regalia

/34
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Royal Arm Rest
Parchment Hustration

oo

Lotus Arm Rest

Nidan, this iginally part of w\’galmn(ﬂw\
royaly. &
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endestesionenn
Betiegbiars

Betel Bowl on Lion Stand
Parchment llustration

o
corbonireotigidotasghs oobepdGasg Bacscmrets
G pocgbined Groconoate
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Replica of Betel Bowl on Lion Stand
National Muscum

Betel Bowl On Lion Stand
intains that the use of this

with izaya Bahu

day Sri Lanka ). The exhibit at the

dor
Museum isa replica
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Small Betel Receptacle
Parchment Illustration

20/38
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)

Betel Receptacle with

ctish (s

AcupofpuregoktithaFigrescdge rmamenedwih recios

Hie base
is decorated with relicf aBilly gostia bull.an
embra a virgin, a libra, a scorpion, s

e rand a fish. These figures grgrther rimmed

withtraditional floral designs.
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Ei Figures of the Zodiac on the Left-ha el Receptacle
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Anarcher A sea monster with head of
conbancodot antiBepdoonicass sofgboompSdapt
Embossed Figures of the Zodiac on the Left-hand Betel Receptacle

aqubiosest
Awater carrier
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3
Royal Betel Receptacle - Parchment llustration
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Fluted Urn
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ational Museum
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Royal Fluted Jewelled Urn
Parchment lustration

appacolifipiend
Royal Relic Urn
Parchment Illustration

corBdutabiactogtilotats obotiys
absbuiaineniGBll obrsenibigiudificion:
:

vt B ot darions
g 3E0cpd copodapdaceps 355

gl shegbialHemn S R
S
Relic. Casket [$
According to the Shwe Bon Nidan, thi6’
aricle belonged o the oyal regali of the Kifg of

Zin Mai (Chiengmai Jand had becn

part of the tributary giftsto the Ki
Tazee Shin. The reference to it in i whit parc|
ment folder mainains thatit ssbade of pure guu

K7

546 &
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Oblong Casket
The Oblong Casket originated as part o the royal reg
on Nidan, mertions th uc that s shape i siilar ('

iaof the Kings of Thaton. The Shwe
Pandawa Mountain. This box, like the
ofthisarticle
as mu) Kyator Kyat Hla or Kyat Myint Mo® is thus: “The brother-in-law
the Crown Prince, afier he had slain a rampaging boar donned th

the mendicant

the way the Celestial king of Mt. Meru which is located near the * Kyat Tee” r
served the mendicant the edible that was sour and salt ina receptacle. From that time on the recep-
i

tacle came to be known as the Kyat Myint Mo or Kyat Lya, which now belongs o the royal reg

only for princes of the
royalblood.”

9o8o5GiogEeodfgooniearn o fiohodogEGascontean ongbespr
Oblang Casket - Parchment llustration ‘Oblong Casket - National Muscum

o q.t

‘_".".-;;.
o
;

‘u ‘,
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The Royal Sandals

The top part i
and each strap is decorated with 7 gold flowers embellished with rubies.

hestrap isof velvet

By
. Ert Bt ogfeadt
BauSoommannbs G
bbb
The Royal Bejewelled Shoes
have filigreed ti s wrought
&
()O
%\Q
gaBoSfigoptentfgooniears”
aopdydes
Q)%
Royal sn

50148
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Jewelled Royal Staff
Parchment Illustration

afoSiogdecSoonien
qoopparfirosbecrd

Royal Yak Tail Whisk
Parchment lustration

eafodlaieae 16220 ool
Royal Dagger - Parchment Illustration

99/50.
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Gold Pitcher- National Museum

aBodigropt

T ———
Gold Pitcher- Parchment Hlustration

foyal appracl

as partofthe
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Royal Pot
This is another article

froosfeiobogiGascontear
apegdlieodysey

Replica of Roy
National Museun

Pot

QafeSiogteadiGooniean oo’

Royal Pot - Parchment Tllustration
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Replica of Chin Rest

National Museum

wdjraoGobodogt
asconiean
Broopéoy
Replica of
Royal Vessel
ional Museum

4

o

Sraireosiogtilofargh wfrariGobn

Bre»

thatis * feminine " f

afobiogteotfgoomiean
[

Royal Vessel
Parchment lustration
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Royal Houschold Articles

(Not Part of the Royal Regalia)
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Gold Salver- National Museum
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sageppofofimaouSogd oxfanmdooniean
goaodobidliad ogoreopaiyaaonup:
The gold salver

ornamented in the middle
with the Nine Noble Gems and rubies.

cggepoolofial cobiconipicg
wppadogledsang

The raised edge of the salver
encircled by raised lotus petals and
three bands of rubies.

Gold Salver
ith three circular dded bands. There isalso a
decorative motif of thirty uprlgh\ Totus petals around it The centre of the salver is decorated
ems Theyare

also knownas the Nine Au
posal i

ol o et e Ycortive: Eac g b
\h.nchzmc\cu sit
: ? 1, sapphire, diamond, emerald, 1

and ruby Hv»purl signifis nobility thecoral stands forclrity. The sapphire isa symboloffove

and

the topaz, health and vitality seuil e B i sublimity is s thatof the ot

with the ruby denoting might and power, Because it is bel

Shie Wihly Wi thammated A o people v

the Nine 1. 8065 b M i re s Uecae b i i gems i po
The British, on annexation of the country, had ta}

war. Some the Myanma Government.
‘The Gold Salver was one of the items returned.

20/87
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Bty ? 2

-shaped Betel Vessel

was also one ofthe items among.the roya hold articles retuned after

agold vesselinthe shape ofa Hamsa bird (Brahminy Duck )on

stand. Itis a container which has an inner removable tray. The neck, breast and wings

el soded ith 3 variety o precits gems. Accoring (0 efr nces made in Myanmar

1 article used by Myanmarkings.

he golden King of the Hamsa birds and

Gl o e ngr vl Thetap i tom the gokien lehand by e

blood was dripping from the bird. The king sceing the ight of the beautiful creature was

S e 1 i o i i thy e the i s st . Hi

then bade artisans to fashion a betel container in the ikeness of the Hamsa bird. The Hamsa bird is

noted in the Jataka tales as @ noble and worthy creature. The Myanmar people therefore

m,.m... it with excellence and goodness and hold i in esteem. This may be why household

cles are sometimes designed and created i the Hamsabird. The artistry in the creation

of s s shaped betel vessel exhibits a flawlessness combined with an aura of grace. The

Hamsa betel vessel is notonly a royal household article of rare beauty but also an object that
signifies peace and serenity

-shiped
Betel Vessé

National Museus

o0/58
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with precious gems
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Gold Stand
National Museum

eqooobelaupoiast
cpogepdamemantigeliite:

The beautiful embossed floral designs
on the surface of the gold stand

cgencsd
capegel] rborants oo
s cyompegieonooats sheotiiy Bleo
seanthoghiogeSigey cbpdiont
inoEsdmntfiasaion e ;%.ﬁm

Gold stand

This is made of gold and silver with
beautiful floral motifs.Itisalso one of the royal
articles later etrieved from England. The Shwe
Bon Nidan maintains that ts usage originated
with the ancient Kings of Ramanya ( Mon
stte today ).

Go/60
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The Twele Sided Betel Cap
Naskal e

The rubies and gems
ornamenting the
H Twelve Sided Beel Cup
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wraoniGohodogiGascontea
cagodeprogiopd saprecoigdie]
wiiogigoqosedl:ifguseontean
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A Betel Box supported
joned pivot

like ereatures.

National Museum

T N ———r——

The Betel Box cover or
with the Nine Noble Gen
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A gold gem.

The
form of a

filigree bosses
The centre column is suppor
four dragon-like myth
National Museum

atures.

s 81 B oty
egoorg8{GeySconieamsgaprboprypegrpdioabn

The cover of the gold betel box with th

A view of the gem &
studded gold be
on dragon stand
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Small betel cups
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PHOTO BY

COPYDRAWING
OF PARCHMENT
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