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QOur three main national causes
Non-disintegration of the Union - Our cause!
Non-disintegration of the National Solidarity - Our cause!
Perpetuation of National sovereignty - Our cause!

Pecople's desire
Oppose those relying on external efements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeapardize stability of the State and progress of the pation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Four political objectives ﬁ
Stability of the State, community peace and tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emergence of 2 new enduring State Constitution
Building of a new modern developed nation in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the base and all-around
Development of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic system
Development of the economy inviting participation in terms of technical know-how and investments from sources inside the
country and abroad :
The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of the entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity and preservation and safeguarding of cultural heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education standards of the entire nation
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Fifty years ago, a Mandalay based newspaper pubhshed a photo album in commemoration of ‘Centenary
of Mandalay’. It was really so informative that ] wish present day generation should see them.
Old photos are now becoming rarer. Mostly, the photos found were already old and dim.
Good photos were painstakingly collected, cleaned and enhanced with the aid of computer.

Ratanapon Mandalay period extends from the time of King Mindon’s reign (1852) to the present day.
This ‘Time’ does not stop but goes on and there will be 200, 250 and
300 Mandalay Anniversaries in future as well.

History of Kings and Court are important, so also the History of the Grass Roots. An attempt is being
made here to include photos of how Myanmar peoplce lived everyday life in the past.

Because of many difficulties, photos of artists relating to Mandalay were regrettably omitted.

Dr. Tin Maung Ky1 (Mandalay)
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The capital city Amrapura was found to be provided with moat, city wall, gates, royal palace
and audience hall.

In spite of these, King Mindon founded a new royal capital,

“Ratanapon” or the City of Gems in a locality called Mandalay, a fcw miles north of Amrapura.
Prophesies were in favour of his wish that a pious King would found a royal city and
promote Buddha'’s Sasana, 2400 years after Lord Buddha attained Nirvana. The year was 1859,
and King Mindon foundcd the new Capital.
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When King Mindon founded Mandalay,
Crown Prince Kanaung was at the hcad supcrvising every detail of the plan.
While the Prince was making all his cfforts to modernize the country,
he was murdcred in a conspiracy in 1866.
When King Mindon died in 1878, his son and daughter,
Thibaw and Suphayalatt ascended the thronc.
[n the Third Anglo-Myanmar war in 1885,
Thibaw and Supayalatt were taken away to Ratanagiri,
an island off the west coast of India.
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- Mandalay or Raianapon was the City of Gems. Built by Mindon and helped by his brother,
the Crown Prince. The last iwo rulers were King Thibaw and his Queen.

ogeadlogoré
o&wﬁ:o&oxp:@ ﬁ&sm@&mr@m@&u&
King Mindon (1852-1878) His brother, King Thibaw and Suphayalant
' Crown Prince Kanaung Min (1878-1885)
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In 1874, King Mindon received a new consecration and assumed a new 33 syllable long title in
order to make his reign peaceful and his life prolong.

§E&[prodaag ofupta&lonean ofifeopypregisgeoniaps
King Mindon by artists from Embassies to his court

oSion§icbiad
A rare photograph of King Mindon and his consort Sein Don.

Sotdopepi(spidianchi)




www.burmeseclassic.com

QOI§NQ W eCOBRO%0R0S B o 1 600% 1 S jjeent: 286 1 copE: | G
e SchHug] 266 NHGIER5:07p52051

Ry -

q,%,xl?pﬁmcqﬂc@acﬁeom%
0opC (0) proomiean mapE(y "9@‘5@% (Do (P)opegreqbondiss (9) Bgoacbofabeohare
(5) ega¥bcohodBE§EaopSicgaboaabeyn oqadiaptgtqeon ogeoascomEefgogonpSfonpSe
BeaNOHTBH|YoS: weweay $Ecomeur
At north-east comner of the King’s fort. (5) The Royal Library, situated
(1) The city divided by the moat into inner and outer ones. (2) The moat, at the foot of Mandalay Hill.

{3) A line of Sudhamma rest houscs. (4) The Royal Sima, was in ruins now.
at the forefront, where initiation ceremony and ritual gathering of monks were held.
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The First Sevens Founded in Mandalay in 1859
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(6) Kuthodaw or Loka Marajain Chedi is situatcd in the north of
The Incomparable Monastery.

(9) commopaeond amplieodonsd vaccopdificl weqcomteomé
esela€orcboaboopdn waadofgEeotB:8:Bgdoopde

(7) The Incomparable Monastery” is situated at the north-cast corner outside
the moat. It is now fully renovated.

| I
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The Ground Palace in 1911.
This is the Hall where the Fifth Buddhist Council and Royal Audience were held.
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Clock Tower The Grand Palace
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Glory of Koncbaung Dynasty shined like sun beginning with the founder, Along Phra.
There were periods of war. But King Mindon's reign (1852-1878) was the most peaceful allowing
Buddhism, litcrature, arts and culture to flourish at the highest level making them the model of
Myanmar culture till now.
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Reception Qf an Envoy by King Mindon, painted by an artist from an Embassy.
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King Mindon gave audience to an Envoy.

An example of lion figurines in small miches and figures of
royal page boys placed before the base of the Lion
Throne can be seen.
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Remnanis of this Throne,

only 36 beetles placed in small niches

WYODNS MHamsa (Bird: Throne

at the base, still remain in a museum in the west.
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The White Elephant was cared for in a special gilded palace and served food in special gold |
and silver containers studded with rubies and gems. !
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called Nirvana Pancaya Naga Raja

White Elephant,
. If was painted by an artist member of an Embassy.
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ng Mindon holding Royal Ploughing Ceremony in Aung Pin-le, east of Mandalay.
Pamtmg by Arttst Saya Chon.
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King Mindon leading a grand procession to Kyauk Taw Gyi Pagoda in 1865
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Waich Tower and Royal Theatre
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The eaves of the Grand Palace was so heavy that

it was supported by stout ‘Ka-dan’.
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Princess Myoung Hla became a nun after

annexation in {885. She built a bamboo shelter

in Mingun opposite Mandalay and enjoyed a secluded

life until she dicd there in 1919, Her tomb is still there.
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The Princess was a daughter

of King Mindon and Queen Hlaing Kyun.

No one knows she was a poet. She composed a long drama,
known as ‘Surya Canda Kummar’ in poetic form.

She also left ‘Baw lae’ songs and a diary on her father King
‘A Day of King Mindon.’

Her works are now being edited by a scholar historian and
a descendant of the Crown Prince Kanaung.
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A court lady in 1878, King Mindon's reign.
Probabiy she was Queen S1n—byu Ma-shin.

Military and Civil officers with a lady attendant in Thibaw’s reign.
The large pendant about the waist and gold lines on his jacket
do not mgmfy a hlgh posmon
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In spite of lacking for names and rank, similarities of decorations on shoulder, wrist, midriff
and marginal lines on the jackets suggest their princely status.




www.burmeseclassic.com

&:200:n: Princes

oqiomatallh [§Cep$rutroom

Prince Limbin and Prince Myin-goon Prince Nyaung Yan Prince Nyaung Ok
Ye-nant-thar Khin Khin Gyi
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Model Pagoda, Great Pagoda, a

pair of Lions and the Great Bell in 1855
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Maung Ywe, Junior Officer

Lord of Pagan-1855

Jrom Mye-dae 1855
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Lord of Myadaung, in charge of ordnance Wundauk (Deputy Minister) Maung Hmon.

supply . Second leader in 1834 Mission to India. \ é\c’
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The Royal Clerk, Nemyo Yaza Thin-gyan,
Maung Ku

o&:303E Borronepaploirecntoy
Judge and Lord of Myin-khone-tine
Maung Tu.
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Lord of Dapayin, son of Bandola, aged 40 and a six-footer.
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Maung Nyo, Junior officer,
Thayet Myo
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Paintcr Mr.Grant, a member of 1855
British mission to Amrapura,
made a sketch of ‘Apc’ Lady - Ma Phom.
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She was having a congenital and heriditary defect-Hirsutism.
Her discase is not connected to ape or monkey.
Later J.G.Scott joined her family in the new capital, Mandalay
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Sketches made by artist Mr.Grant in 1855 of Myanmar foot soldiers and
Kassay (Manipuri) Cavalryman.
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A Myanmar commander and his soldiers in the past.
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Oo Kyar Oo, Lord of Ma gwe scrved three kings Pagan, Mindon and Thibaw. He was both a minister and
a military commander. ‘Thado Mingyi Minhla Thihathu® was the grand title granted by the King.
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Who came for what purpose was an enigma.

They were welcomed and entertained by young men’s
dances. Probably it was a team led by Lord of Poppa
who came in 1871 bringing with him a newly made
great ‘parasol’to put on top of Shwedagon Pagoda.

It was donated by King Mindon to the Great Pagoda
in British territory lower Burma (Myanmar).
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The second and the last rulers, King Thibaw and his Queen Suphaya-latt.
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On the day of his coronation- {878
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King Thibaw was sccn with his chief consort and
her younger sister, Princess of Ya-me-thin.

Badioratst eoapreocisogbbasy

Thibaw and his queen are always together.
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Thibaw’s Chief Queen relaxed in the Northern Garden.
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Sitting at right lower corner is Mae Mya, the Armenian Girl, and a lady-in-waiting to Suphaya-latt.
She could sing Myanmar classical songs. Right is Mae Mya in court dress.
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King Thibaw was seen at a military parade.

Bedleéie oboplBioodd ocdheoaqed

Sqepidol: gpepicocdsd macgecpqed dhedop{Fprsf sopeczqer gorepean Bedob:
King Thibaw, in full military The King was seen attended by his military King viewing the parade.

dress seen with his chief consort. , Commanders.
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Four Ministers in Thibaw’s reign

cadeqpérobioh 39 mEodobidy Beomé:
Yenan-chaung Mingyi Kin-Wun Mingyi
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Taung Khwin Mingyi
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Tineda Mingyi
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Yaw Min-gyi was a genius in the two reigns. His works were many covering Medicine, Religion
and Political Science. He became a minister for a short time in King Thibaw’s reign.
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Summer Palace in Southern Garden where King Thibaw had surrendered to
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A pillar marked the historic site.
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An officer from the King’s artillery and his family.

qEa§n¢eachesnts Ilmjl&oé? Jutindipmeordyp:

A Princess from Keng Tung and *
her entourage in late Ratanapon period.
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Informal Dresses of Ratanapon Mandalay Period

B60nEfgy BuSeodiBe aquEicBbontelty mefgpabobsbold: AEomu{Bidard:
Prince Hteik Tin Phyu and Princess Hteiktin Ma Gyi An Officer from the King’s Artillery and his wife
(daughter of Minister Tineda)
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King Thibaw at his last moment. Two views Photograph and Painting.
Painting by Saya Chon
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Saya Chon’s Work on King Thibaw’s Exile
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SQGO:E:GQ’)OC) 23! The King in Exile, India

qoo4oB8p Bedopef
King Thibaw at Ratanagiri

aggwceprﬁwaqﬁogﬁ

cagrdepeordyom Badleronep:
The King in Madras
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Costumes of Myanmar court ladies and locals
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in Ratanapon (Mandalay) pe
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Local Administration

gRopreoSidos qbgpofapogaapde

Monk taught their devotees.

& J Ele o

8o aomoobu} spuogfactorsd SRR S SN Pgpeyiprortot

Parents taught their offsprings. BroopSergeSesns
_ cuSoopSagusypobeantGepboogbe

Elders met to consider the best way to solve

big problem to smaller

and smaller to disappear.
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@epfiord qbgomoplifgend
An offlgcl'_p IDSP_CCEIOD round.

G QOGN 632:)0:0N0NGE; Local Administration in the past

%@:m: mﬁméqﬁ
oqepom oxbecgprbesd il

An Advocate presenting

his client’s case to

the headman.

oxepryaols

sfpecrc Forproony
The Judge camg, to the court.

aqepqpipbergorpiyp: oopryiyd
marmniyodod§ndesing .
Advocates and their clients listened to the judge.
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Lovers’ exciting moment in the long past.

m@mswga&mé

hocglios

A young unmarried man could vis .j Iﬁﬂ They could meet at

... speak with the young unmarried woman, s a secret place.

e
Mq; Mq’&o&ﬁowm‘é ||
oaSon0d) mghozbodbasiriop 4580

nao?lom 35S
If they zgru, hg?‘ p%ents could

nrrange a marriage.
The bride and groom were seen sitting
_at both ends.
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t Kind of Carts in the Pas
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Burmese Festival Cw.
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Different Kind of Carts in the Past
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Boxing was a martial art in Myanmar popular tradition that kings, courtiers and forelgners al! enjoyed.
In Natwye viilage, King Mindon’s supreme patriach bullt a chedi.
He left about 300 stone reliefs of Ramayana around his pagoda.
Among them, one is Rama's mofikey soldiars’ fist fighting with musical accompaniment.
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Choral Dancers and a Performing Group in the Past.
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Are they Princes and Princess_or Actors from Ramayana?

gadgoqdrgbeleont §
Front cover and
wing of an actor. |

speobartfghonbiobuct Goaaigbinn ogizieos mwga@%é'
encopbeogpSequd 9$e§£:80%»é avondoopSyp: oobeotecoiieonfypdibospSe
ooy oiccrihcos o corgangf ity
ofpepuencSeonihs eapupqéapind vaoead: [§Ee(FEASEEM0S

Three ticred crown against a single one identify him a superior status, suggesting Rama and his brother.
Shoulder cover is also different from prince’s.

The front cover hanging from waist is 2 type worn by actors, not princes;
its wing one on either side is not found in princely costume.

Probably they are more of actors from Myanmar Rama theatre
than royal sons and daughter. So this might be a first glimpse of actors from royal theatre.

Shoulder piece of
a prince

mobecpdioacopSenys

Shoulder piece of an
actor.
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Artists from the Myanmar Court Performing ‘Inao’ (Panji story)

T

alagoSubiar: Biboych G I 1008 wobeonSuccor
Actor U San Toke as & ?,.ﬁ? -0 , 6} b 'y otress Yindaw Ma-lay as
Prince Enaung (In2o) (NI SMP /s L ¥ Princess Putsapha.

o Jgo0pE Bib0y05aé wobieorduscaio}
P Jepr o
Actor U San Toke and
Actress Yin Daw Ma-lay
seen as Prince Inao (Panji)
And Princess Putsaphar in 1879,
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eaoa(gn ézem&em& )
Deva Inda Maung Maung Gyi

gromBisod]
Sein Beda,

the drum aircle
master.

esoa[p>

eonérewnEauntoncd
Maung Maung Latt, a student of Deva Inda.

ogecoboypeapéin

eonémoqufBiedics

Daw May, the late tutor of Harp

at Pantya (Dance and Music) School, Mandalay.
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Mandalay is « trradivional place of harp mnsic.

Deva Inda was a title that King Thibaw
bestowed upon his master harpist.
His close student Maung Mating Latt was also a master.
Harp music was handed down to many including drum master, Sein Beda and Daw May,
the late music tutor of Music and Dance School, Mandalay.
Harp is still popular both in urban and rural areas.
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‘Deva Inda’?'

the King’s Harpist Tutor. .
U Thar Kyin.

sppocosnfogsgrordieodyum),

Dancing Group led by Sein Be-da
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King Thibaw conferred a grand title,
“Madu Thaddha Shwe-daung’ to Master Pu,
as he could sing in the voice of a female vocalist.
He sang in his puppet troupe.

The people called him “Ahmay (Mother) Pu” .
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Duet Dance, Performance on the ground, Cart circle around a

Drum Circle for Puppet Dance.
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Ma Htwe-lay . iﬂ . AN b Singo Ma-lay

- @oooined ofdef
Liberty Ma Mya Yin
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Teachers from earlier school
(L to R) Daw Khin May (Myanmar Harp),U Htu(Traditional Songs),
Daw Awbathaung (Female Dancing),
U Sein Nyunt (Principal),
U Sein Hla Maung (Myanmar Drum Circle), U Sein Mya Thwin (Male Dancing).




BbscaplPly opb,
Saya Saint (Drum circle)

X

Rieoodad(cpgteod)
U Dat Si (Clown)
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GG 350p0E WD Mandalay -
oggoon: soep{odr womesy
Maha Swe (Xylophone)
WF

Bi€3 (enchooont) Siqbygcd
U Kyin Khe (Drama) U Chit Phwe(Drama)

Jooupih Bqbount
Oo Chit Maung (Oboe)

BieorSBhig(cpgbacnt) .
Myo Daw Thein Su (Clown) |
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Few Notable Performing Artists From Mandalay’s Past.

a6l [ogomoeanés agaBonen o€r08{Bed 8505
Aw-ba-thaung Shwebo Tin Pe Senior Actress Daw Sein Thone

agodogipBpoés egodiempond ‘ orﬁﬂﬁemﬁcg .
Shweman-thu Nyo Nyo Sann Shweman Kyaw Tin Fashion Aung Ngwe
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Dav 06 Zun, the Lady Who Founded an Infirmary in Mirigun anid Yangon |

800gS0cBef adlBigh B

i ]?aw Oo Zun as a Nun.

aborbL
sEaBorfiopeff odlBghdelonqd
Her Statue at Hnin-si-gone Infirmary,
Yangon.
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Snake charmers are common sights in the past.
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QOINQE0H3A - 005GCOY King Mindon's Mint
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The Mint was situated in the Fort Coins with U Maung Maung Gyi- in Charge
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U Kyaw Gaung (1842-91), Commissioner of Mobye Area, Karenni State and his wife
oBadlebronepion vurwdiogolicnslunny ego3(egiiadgd) odeumaysieodiydd
~opat sl $E§RodamRmepatoonidoopds o Jg | e0Euaric} abmdoel aafibogupaoapss
oSS shrllegs gy opseg oot e oph unSybmbrtilg
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King Thlbaw honored him with a grand title “Maha Min Hla Mindin Thihathu”
for his distinguished service. Promoted to a princely status,
he was appointed a commissloner to Mobye area of Kayah State,

-He was a member of a diplomatic mission sent to see Gorvernor General of India in 1880,
To promote environment, he planted hundreds of trees on Shwedagon Pagoda hill (Yangon),
in Mahamuni, Kuthodaw, Sandamuni (Mandalay) and
Intain Pagodas (Kayah State). His residence built with royal permission can be seen above,
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Princess of Mainglon

:chﬁéc?om
oREomietondioydognod
Princess of Tineta.
She was a real beauty of

Ratanapon period.
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Aided by the wind blowing to the north, Myahmar boats saded up-Ayeyarwady river.
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Such Large Boais &ailed up and down river Ayeyarwady.

méxo% 33910306'{)038 ESOFI&J&»GJGG&:’E
Shefgpodoconn mbapifoodesmntd elpadanad
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These large boats carricd merchandises like dried
fish from delta area and sailed upriver.
Their sails were blown full by the strong wind
from the south (in winter time).

They stopped at river-side towns and
exchanged goods.

Centering Mandalay, some of
them went vp far to Bhamo.
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A Panoramic view of Royal City of Mandalay.
Rows of Thudhammas Salas and Ratanapon San Kyaung Monastery can be seen in the foreground.
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London, 1900.
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7 'and ass;stant Ieuturer he retirad in 1989 row himself into the study cu!ture He put,hshed three books al»
:ready ard overa: hundrad artacles now. He had read research papers deliverad actures iri: Pans, Amsterdam,

“Bangkok; Chiang | Mai and Kuala' Lumpur :
. He worked as semon researcher in: SPAFA i Southeast-Asaan Perfonn:'zg Arts and Fine f\ris jul Bangkok- -
from 2004 t0 2 ‘Heis: contnbutmg cultum articles to journais and Magazmes
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