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1799 — A Grave Fear

.George Washington was not afraid of dy-
ing, but he was afraid of being buried alive — a
fear that was quite widespread before embalming
became common practice. Less than an hour be-
fore he died on December 14, Washington told his
secretary, "Do not let my body be put into the vault

less than two days after [ am dead."
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1826 — Dead
Heat «-
) John | Adams
(left)y and Thomas
Jefferson, the second -

and third presidents of
. the United States, shared

i afriendly rivalry all their lives. Minutes before he
died, John Adams sat up in his bed and whispered,
"Jefferson survives," unaware that Jefferson, too,
had died that same morning — July 4 — 50 years
to the day after the SIgnmg of the Declaration of
independence'
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1841— lnny and Short

On March 4, William Henry Harrison took
almost two hours to deli'ver his 8,445 word inaugu-
ral ‘speech, the longest on record. It was a cold,
nasty day, but Harrison wore no overcoat, hat, or
gloves, and he caught-a severe cold that turned
into pneumonia. He died exactly one month later,
after having served the shortest presidential term
on record.
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. Known as a champion of the commmom mam,
Andrew Jackson died on Junc 8 from hea. Fail-
- ure. His pet parrot was allowed to attend the fi-
neralbuthadtobemedhmtm

. stop cursing!
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1848 — Outsized

The coffin chosen for John Quincy Adams

was so big that it would not fit into the vault. So his
funeral had to be stopped for stonemasons tomake |
‘the vault wider.

Zachary Taylor was the second"bres:dent
todie‘in ofﬁee’,‘blrt,he istheonly president to have |
been exhumed. Rumors that he was poisoned per- |
sisted until he was dug up in 1991.and tests proved |
the theories were false. The real cause of death |

however remains unknown
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1865 — Train of Beath
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1831 Bad Medlicine

On July 2, James Garfield was shot, but
he died because of medical incompetence. Sjxteen
doctors poked around in his body, trying unsuc-
cessfully to find the bullet, without having washed
their hands or sterilized their instruments. On Sep-
tember 19, Qarfield, his heart probably weakened
by more. thaniwo months of mfect10n, died of a

heart attack
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1963 —Deadly Coincidence
John F. Kennedy was assassinated on
November 22. Lee Harvey Oswald shot Kennedy -
from a warehouse and was found in a theater. John
Wilkes Booth assassinated Abraham Lincoln in a
theater and was found in a ware house.
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HEAVUY!

In 2004, the Hawaiian—bo}n former Sumo
champion Konishiki married Chie Lijimag who
weighs a mere 112 pounds. Nicknamed the Dump
Truck and Meat Bomb, Konishiki was once the
world's heaviest Sumo wrestler, weighing in at more

-than 600 pounds. Konishiki has been known to down
plates of Toast chicken, beef, lamb, and fish at one '

. meal. pet's hope that he'll chip in with the cooking!

-
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REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

The village of podoliantsi in the Ukraine is
home to someone who just may become the world's
tallest man. At age 14, Leonid Stadnik suddenly
started growing by leaps and bounds. In 2004, at
age 33, he was eight feet four inches tall and 'still
: growmg Havmg already surpassed the height of -
the current living record holder, the seven- -foot nine-
inch-tall Radhouane Charbib of Tunisia, Standnik
is gaining on Robert Wadlow, who at eight feet -
- eleven inches was'the tallest man in history. Stadnik,
. dwho finds his great height to be a colossal incon-
venience, is not interested in setting any records.
"Taking a public bus for me is the same as getting
into a car's trunk for anormal person,” he explains.
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Formerly a farmier, Tran Van Hay now col-
' lects herbs used in.traditional medicine angd pro-
vides them to the people of his region in Vietnam
_ for free. What makes this 67-year-old stand out in
- a crowd, however, is his extraordinary hair. Tran
~ hasn't been to a barber since 1973, so his hair has
had a lot of time to grow. It is now 20 feet long,
which exceeds the previous record set in 1997 by
Hoo Sateow of Thailand, whose hair was 16 feet

L 11 inches Jong.

e eguwah ez b °



www.burmeseclassic.com

o0 ;.ang

. ‘cbq§\6&m‘ on Bgmeon couSoown !
Sr30 sgocrp fposonog el
apfged, ceoneaoluaoboogd} dobedqpagqasmnts
Bq 56 JBfgbo3 ogum cpeoglodiign adlogontep
opa8gprogondeunnnd [gBooudn Sleud - GeoisaBol
- ooufoocd opdfguad sheofesduoogefong cdlopt
coepion [§8AorcSn .
mq’im BR. 9&5 Wém sbulppb
oawv&wa wm@%&m& mm

b8 o) W .
© oSy Wwﬁoémqw%mm {

Q aamahma?'.{\anS 9



WWW. burmeseclassm com

3y °=1=af=f (mmi)m

THE TAIL END!
Colon T. Updike was known as the 'the
human horse" because he had a hairly, _8-mch-

Iong tail growmg from the middle of his back.
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| " OH, GROW UP!

- Jean Bihin of La Reid, Belgium, was so
tmywllenhe was born in 1805, he was not ex- -
pected to live—yet he grew to a height of eight '.
feet five inches and weighed a whopping 316
: nmmeftgmc\':d;\m :
R -0008c8udges condSon ‘qf:Bwé o}
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- mmn THAN LIFE

The only time Walter Hudson- 6f
Hempstead, New York, ever went near a-scale, he
weighed 1,197 pounds. Though'he spent the last
27 years of his l;fe in his bedroom, he did not Iack ‘
for companmnshlp His good humor and gestie
ways made him a favorite of his many niecss and
nephews—and despite his weight, he was healthy.
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“In 1987, Hudson became famous when he got
- stuck in his bedroom doorway, and it took eight
- firefighters three hours to rescue him. Soon ke-was
beset by people who encouraged him to lose weight
with one fad diet or another. After several years
of dieting, Hudson's health deteriorated, and he died
- in 1991, '
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TOUCHING PERFORMANGE!

Nate Richard of Homosassa, Floridg, can
perform the very unusual act of t,61.iching his el- ,
Bow with his four-inch-long tongue.
RIPLEY FILE; 9-29—2005

 cecs S0 oo b
% emmﬁogyémc& 58 ccomﬁugéoxgpg :
-vﬁ*@@mﬂ”@ °°?5§5°3) Mafﬁﬁmﬁa"“
Joog 38d 00500893900 Je q:ﬁme&n

e cagwonexndddada 0



www.burmeseclassic.com

TOWERING SPIRIT

" Weighing 7.5 pounds at birth, Ella Ewing
(1872-1913) of Gorin, Missouri, seemed perfectly
normal, but by age 14, she was already 6 feet 2
inches tall. Ewing finally reached her full heigiit at
‘age 22— 8 feet 4 inches! Because sta:idard 8-
foot ceilings were too low for her, she t:ad to duck
to walk through the family house, 24 kneel to look
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out a window. People stared at Ewing wherever
she went, so she decided she might as well get
paid for it and joined the Barnum and Bailey Cir-
“eus. She used her earnings to build herself the per-
fect home. It had 10-foot ceilings and custom-made
furniture, including a bed that was 9 feet long.
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STUBBLE TROUBLE
Grace Gilbert of Kalkaska County, Michi-
gan, traveled with the Ringling Brothers and
Barnum and Bailey Circus during the early 20th
century. Why did people stand in line to see her?
She had a beard— and it was 10 inches long!
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' ENTRILED |
- Achild named Balaji, born in 2001, is be-

ing worshipped by his community in India hecause
he was born Wlth a tall'

B . oo ot ﬁ%ﬂ’@é’f” Ree,
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In 1982 Ken Edwards of Cheshlrc, En-
“gland, ate 12 live slugs, followed by 2 steel wool
soap' p’ads for dessert— in less than 2 minutes!
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On April 29, 2002, Dudu Miah, a snake
charmer in Bangladesh was called to a house to |

get rid of some poisonous cobras living beneath’
thie floorboards. He dug up more than 3,000 baby }
snakes and feasted on more than a dozen of them.
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CRISPY CRITTERS

Scorpions, water beetles, bamboo worms,,—
grasshoppers, and other such creatures have long
been a staple food of Thailand's northern prov-
inces. In 2002, Satapol Polprapas; an ex-shrimp-

~ fanmier, and his partner, Pailin ThanomkaR, launched:

Insect Inter, a fast-food ‘company specializing i m

cooked Imgs served wnh chili sauce and othereoﬂ-

diments. Even better the company is plannmg m

can their tasty bug bites and ship them all over the

world!
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GOOD GRUB

Long a native food source in Australia's
outback, witchetty grubs, the larvae of the ghost.
moth, are highly nutritious and rich in both calcium |
and iron. Just ten a day of these tasty grubs, which ;
live in the roots of the witchetty bush, are suffi- §
cient for survival. Definitely an acquired taste, the -
grubs are said to have an almondlike flavor. Some
Amﬂiliﬂsmtthem raw. Others like them barbe-
cued or made into a soup. : 9
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Nailed!

On April 19,2004, Isidro Mejia was work-
ing at a construction site in the Antelope Valley,
north of Los Angeles, California, when he tripped
and fell off the roof of the house onto a coworker
who was using a nail gun. As the two tumbled to
the ground, the nail gun went off, driving six 3.5-
inch nails into Mejia's head and neck. Three of the
nails entered his brain and one entered his spine at
the base of the skull. Miraculously, the nails missed
his brain-stem and spinal cord, where they would
certainly have caused'paralysis or death. Still, it -
was tricky for doctors at the Providence Holy

B | Cross Medical
Center to remove
the nails success-
fully. Within a
couple of weeks,
.| however, Mejia
was able to walk
and speak slowly,—
.and is expected to
make a full recov-

ery.
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- Human Genie

Circus performer Hugo Zamoratte of Ar-
gentina has a strange workplace — the inside of a
bottle. To accommodate the tight fit, this former
gymnast dislocates every bone in his body except
for his fingers, toes, and backbone. One time while
-practicing his act in a hotel room, Zamoratte be-
came trapped when: the door in the side of the
bottle snapped shut. Luckily for Zamoratte, a timely
visit from a hotel maid kept him from suffocating!
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Child's Play

- For abBout an hour ir: January 2004, an ar-
cade machine at a Piggly Wiggly grocery store in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, contained more'than stuffed

_ animals. Seven- year-old Timmy Novotny was also

.- inside. While his father talkedon a nearby phone,

' 'T’mmy decided to do some explormg Likealittle
Houdini, the child managed to squeeze himself -
.tﬁroug'li the 8—by-10-mch openmg that dlspensed
‘the toys: By the time his father saw hlm, Timmy i
was stuck inside thie glass enclosure. It took the :
expertxse of a locksmith to free Timmy, who ex- i
plained, “I just wanted to go in there ‘cause I

thought 1 could slip back out, but I couldn't.”
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MASTER OF DISASTER!

" Frank Tower, who worked as an oileron
ships, swam away from three major shipwrecks -
and fived to tell the tale: the Titanic in 1912. the
Empress of Ireland in 1914, and the Lusitania in
1915! ' :
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Egon Selestrin of Croatia was watchmg

: TV in his living room when a 200- foot—lon‘g‘sh ip
crashed through the wall of his beachfront home.
Luckily, Selestrin managed to get out of his house
. before the whole structure collapsed.
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STROKES OF LUCK |

| Getting caught outside duriﬁg a thimdér

storm can-be dangerous—which is why so many |

golfers have been striick by lightning. Michael

Utley, an amateur golfer, was struck while playing 1

“on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, in May 2000. Utley's |

+ " heatt stopped several times. Had his golfing part- }

¢ nersnotknown how to perform CPR, Utley would -

' have dled_ ‘Since then, Utley has started

St:uc_kbyhghmmg. org, an organization devoted to
_promoting ﬁghﬁling'safety and awareness.
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RISE AND SHINE!

_ On Juné 30,2005,while seven-year-old
‘Kaylee Shriner was sleeping, a bolt of lightning -
struck her house in Tonganoxie, Kansas, and set -
her bed on fire. Lucki ly, Kaylee awoke in the nick %
of time and jumped out of her flaming bed to safety. 1‘
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" In 1986, Cliff Meidl was working on a con-

struction site when his jackhammer cut through
" electrical cablés and sent 30,000 volts of electric-
ity through his body. Meidl was badly burned and
suffered three heart attacks, but he survived. To
avoid having his legs amputated below the*knees,
he undérwent a muscle transplant.- Much to
everyone's surprise, within three ym Meidl was
- able to walk again. He then took up kayaking and
- made the USA Olympic flatwater team—twice!
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 LIVEWIRE

In 1999, a female black bear showed up

@ the streets of Albuquerque, New Mexico.
'_4 tened residents called anima} control d_f'ﬁc-
. , but before they could catch her, the panicked
gar climbed up a utility pole, where she was
spped by more than 7,000 volts of electricity and
4125 '_feet to the ground. After being airlifted by

dlicopter to the nearest zoo, the bear was freated
ad released back into the wild.
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~ STRIKEZONE * = |

Weather experts estimate lightning smkes

Earth 100 times per second, each time heating the

air to a temperature of 50,000 degrees Fahren-
heit—five times hotter than the sun's surface!
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Epileptic seizure

On December 16, 1997, at 6:50 pm, 685
people in Japan, mostly children, suffered epileptic
seizures at exactly the same time. The mystery
'was solved when it was discovered that all the _
' v:ctlms had been watching the same television pro-
gram—a show called Pokemon. It seems the sei-
Zures were triggered by the program's flashing blue
Land red lights.
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In 1997 Alison Kennedy was ndmg ona

train in England when a stranger plunged a 6-inch

knife hilt-deep into hier skull—yet Kennedy sur-
vived the attack with only minor aftereffects!
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ThumbsOp

John Evans of Springfield, lllinois, suffered
severe injuries when he was struck by a train, He
woke up to discover he'd needed transfer sur-
‘gery—that is, his left hand had to be attached fo
his right arm so he'd at least have one working

Timb! ' '
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Skeleton Key! |
While playing a prank in June 2005, Arthur l
Richardson of Denver, Nebraska, accidentally
swallowed the key to his friend's new truck. Since |
it would be some time before it came out naturally, | i
the took Richardson’s X ray to locksmith John
Somers, who used it to create a new key—and 1t E
worked!
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1Say, Old Chap!

When Judi Roberts of Sarasota, Florida,
recovered her voice after having suffered a sgroke
in 1999, she began speaking with a British accent.
Some people thought she was faking it, but in 2003,

- doctors finally diagnosed her with “foreign accent
syndrome.” Though extremely rare, there have
‘been other cases of head trauma patients waking
! up speaking with Polish, German, British, Spamsh
' Scandmavna:LAsmn French,Slavnc, Hunm and
. Irish accents they“d never had before'
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Twinsets |
_‘Nicky Owen of Leeds, England, has an
identical twin sister. In 1996, Owen gave birth to |
identical twin boys. Seven years later, she again
had twin boys, this time nonidentical, What are the
odds of this happening? About 11 million toone!
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- At Salondu Chocolate in Tokyo Japan, a
chocolate fashion show featured a wedding gown
trimmed with pink chocolate hearts and bows. Cre-
-ated by Japanese fashion designer Yumi Katswra
and chocolatier Koji Tsuchiya, this dress i« good
* enough to eat!
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OnaCarpetof GoldCloth

3 The most dazzling procession in history! -
1406, the wedding party at the marriage of the
&ughter of King Deva Raya I of Vl_}ayanagar, In-
(‘_ha, to Sultan Firoz Shah of Kulbarga, walked from
the city gate to the royal palace— a distance of six
miles— on a carpet of gold cloth.
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 WHAT AYOLK!

Forget about rice. At weddmgs during the
Middle Ages, people showered newly married
couples ‘with eggs!
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i Many ancient marrlage rltuals were all :_‘

about hair. At Russian weddings, the bndé‘s‘halr

- was sprinkled with a mixture of oats, barley, and
lmseed oil. In Abyssinia, locks of the bride's and
groom’s: hair were dipped in honey and waterand
glued to each other's head. In ancient Rome, the '
groom combed the brlde's hall' w:th his spear to
ﬁ:lghten away evil spmts ' ; :
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About 3,500 couples from 186 countrles
were married on February 16,2002, at the Olym-
pic stadium in Seoul, South Korea (below). An even -
bigger wedding took place there in 1995, when

.35,000 couples tied the knot at the same time!
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SPIDERMAN

In December 2004, it took Frenchman
Alain Robert just four hours to scale Talwan's
Taipei 101—the world's tallest bulding—despite
high winds and rain. Due to the weather, Robert,
who calls himself Spiderman, used ropes and a
safety hamess to climb the 1,667-foot-tall sky-
- scraper, Normally, he pﬁd_es himself on using only
- his hands and feet, :
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* RFOOD FIGHT

Duringa Junchtime debate over an 18- bil-

lion-dollar arms budget, Taiwanese legislators
~ stopped eating and started a food fight, hyrling ev-
erything from rice and veggies to haml-bonled eggs*
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~327% 0On Octohm: 12 2003 millions of newly
: hMed m:lhpeflzs{sWanned over more than 1,300
feet of rallroad track.  near Osaka, Japan, causing
an oncommg;ram tosﬁd to a stop, leaving a trail.
of squished bug_s behind.
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Strange Bedfellow

On April 16, 2003, an elderly couple in
Espelkamp, Germany, got a rude awakening. A wild
boar crashed through their patio doors, leaped into
- their bed, and burrowed under the covers, tusks
- and all! The boar was being chased by the couple's
- pet Yorkshire terrier. Andreas Janik, amazed that
such a small dog could frighten a wild animal as
large as a boar, had to smack the boar on the nose

‘with a newspaper to get it to leave. e
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RivetingCoremeny

In Khnchakandar Indla, on the fi rs‘t week-

end in June 2005, 400 waidmg guests cheered while -
a band played Hindu songs and priests. chanted;
Hindus prayers Who were the bride and groom?‘
Two giant toads! The weddmg, arranged by local

villagers, was an offering to the rain gods to get
themtoend a long dry spell.
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Scorpion Queen -

KUANTAN, MALAYSIA: On Septem-

“ber 19, 2004, Nur Malena Hassan celebrated her

27th birthday in a shopping center. She wasn't shop-
ping, however, but living in a 10-by-12-foot glass -
room—with 6,069 scorpions! Why? She wanted

to reclaim the world record she'd set in 2001 for

the longest stay with scorpions—30 days with 2,700

“of the poisonous creatures— which- had been

beaten by a Thai woman in 2002. Afier 36 days
and 17 painful stings, Hassan was proud to once
again be named the Scorpion Queen. :
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- for a solo voyage around the world.
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Sailing Areund! 3

USHANT, FRANCE: Twenty-eight-year- -

old Ellen MacArthur of Great Britain completed
her27,354-mile circumnavigation of the globe infa -
75-foot-long trimaran—alone!—on Febriary 7, -
2005. The voyage lasted 71 days, 14 hours, 18 min-
utes, and 33 seconds—setting a new world record
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Baring itAll

' - HAMPSHIRE, ENGLAND: It took 44-
year-old Stephen Gough 11 months to walk 900
-miles from one end of Great Britain to the other.
Neither rain, near-freezing temperatures, nor a few
‘nights in jail could stop him. Why was he arrested?
They don't call him the Naked Rambler for noth-
ing—Gough made the whole trip wnthout wearing
-any clothes!
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Wheel-Y Silly!

OVIEDO, SPAJN: Lawyer. A]va.ro Neil>
sold "his car and bought a more economieal form=
of transportation—a bicycle. In.200%, he set offto
pedal more than 18,000 miles-throngh South;

" America. Then in 2004, Neil quit hisjoband began -

a bike ride around the world: Starting in. Afnoa, -
he'll move on to the Middle East, Asia, andAu.stra- ¥
lia, then fly to Alaska and pedal to Argentina’s Tierra. 3
del Fuego before mNmmg to Europe. Oh, yes, and
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“~HotAct

ALLAHABAD, IN DIA Rajendra
Kumar Tiwari entertains audiences by balapcing
-up toa dozen candles in his mustache— lit candles,
that is. Then he strikes up the.band and, using the
muscles in his face, makes his mustache and the lit
i candles dance to the strains of Indian music. In
order to improve muscle control, he even had two
teeth pulled. When he's not performing, Tiwari
“collects things other people throw away and_ ﬁnds
Wa p]ace fer them in hlS waste museum.
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Dream - scapes

For more than 20 years, David Mandell
of Great Britain has used wa;erco[ors to paint his
dreams.- Then he takes the paintings downtown
and has lnmself photographed holding them be-
neath the “bank's electronic clock, which shows
the date. Why doeshe goto such great lengths? It
seems a number-of his dreams have come true,
and Mandell wants proof that the dreams occurred
‘before the actual events take placeu!among Bis =
most memorable dreams are those that anticipated
the sarin gas attack on a subway in 'th o, Japan,
in 1 9%5 and the Twin Towers tragedv D NewYork

+ City in 2001!
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Happy Anniversary!

In 1943, during World War 11, Master Ser-
geant John Hassebrock of Buffalo Center, io'wa,_]
married a Women's.Army Corps corporal before
leaving for Europe. In the confusion of war, the
couple lost track of each other. Then one evening,
when Hassebrock was spending the night at a farm-
house near the front lines in France, he ran into his
wife — on the exact date and hour of their first
wedding annwersary'
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Holy Cow! -4 - ok e
White buffalo are considered sacned:b}' ' _ '
Lakota- Sioux, but according to the Nafional
Bison Association, the chances of one being bom
only one in ten i'pil!ion —yet since 1997, sévgn" PR
ite buffalo have been born at the Spirit Moun-
ain Ranchin Flagstaff, A_rizona!
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Along with others in his Laguna Beach;
_California, neighborhood, 74-year-old Albert
Trevino's $1.8 million house was badly damaged
in a landslide in 2005. Afterward, homeowners
were given 15 minutes in their teetering homes to
gather keepsakes and valuables. Trevino's son
grabbed a painting — one that his Pad had boughf
20 years earlier at a yard sale for less than $ 100:
An artist who saw the painting recognized the sig-
nature as that of Joseph Kleitsch, a noted Califor-
nia Impressionist from the 1920s. A dealer esti-
mates the painting could fetch up to $ 500,000
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ESP: Extremely -

Smart Parrotl
_ In 1997, Aimée Morgana of New York
City began teaching her African grey parrot, N'kisi,
to speak. By age five, he had a vocabulary of more
than 700 words and could speak in grammatically
correct sentences. N'kisi also seemsto have a bit
of ESP. In a controlled experiment, Morgana
N'kisi were put in separate rooms and filmed as
Morgana opened envelopes containing picture
cards. The parrot used so many appropriate wo !
to describe the pictures that the odds against his
doing sobychancewere about 2,000 to 1!
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RedHot!

When it comes to winning, athletes might'
do well to consider a 2004 British study which
found that wearing the color red gives competi-
fors a bit of an edge. It seems that when equally
matched Olympians were paired in one-on-one’
events, such as freestyle wrestling, those who
‘were randomly assigned red outfits won their com-
petitionsabout 55 percent of the time compared to
their hlue—ciad opponents, who won leSt 45 per-

cent of the time.
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Business- astrologers make predictions
based on when and where a company was ficor-
porated.
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noumm!
g Moleosophy isﬁiemtofdwmmgaperson"s
destiny by studying the mdles on his or her body!
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Down Will Come Baby |

On August 28,1947, a two-year-old baby _i

fell out of a second-story window in Roxbury, Mas- -

sachusetts— and was caught by 12-year-old
James Carew. Both children were uninjured!
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The Die s Cast
In 1066, an astrologer assured William the

Conqueror that when he invaded England with'900
 ships, he would meet with no resistance. The pre-
 diction came true, but William wasn't terribly im-
pressed. It seems that two overloaded ships went -

down with all hands lost — including the astrolo-
h ger — and William thought a man would'be a fool
to listen to a prophet who could not foretell his
-own fate!
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LuckyArchaeologist

After Hurricane Jeanne swept, through

Florida in September 2004, marine archaeologist -
Joel Ruth took a walk on a beach in Brevard-
County and found 180 Spanish silver coins dating -

back nearly 300 years, which had washed ashore
from a shipwreck. Their value was estimated at $ -
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The engine of a van owned by Kevin Wise
" of New Philadelphia, Ohio, mlraculouslymad
- itself on six minutes after firefighters had extin-
. guished a fireunder its hood.
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~ Luck of the Irish

On May 3, 1972, Patrick Donnelly of
Belfast, Ireland, stopped to pick up a wallet he
saw lying in the road, In order to find the name of
its owner, Donnelly leafed through the wallet only
to dlscover that the owner's name was — Patrick
Dcmnelly' The first Patrick Donnelly contacted the
second, who lived in the nearby town of Augher _
and retumed the lost wallet.
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. longTall

In an experiment conducted in 1982 by
zoologist Malte Andersson of Sweden, male long-
. tailed widow birds attracted more females when
-~ their tail feathers, usually a foot and a half long,
- were artificially lengthened to two and a half feet.
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PhonyFishTale

In 1845 a fossil hunter named Albert :

Koch heard that giant fossilized bones belongmg
to a sea serpent had been found mAlabama_ Koch -
cobbled together a 114-foot-long skeleton of the

creature and took it on tour. Curiosity seekers
floeked to see it — at least until scientists pointed |
out two problems. First, the bones did not belong |

'to a sea serpent but to an ancestor of the whale. |
- Second, Koch had added the vertebrae from five |

different fossils to make his specimen more im- |

pressive. It wasn't the first time, either. In 1844,

Koch had sold a skeleton of the “Missourium”—

actually an incorrectly assembled mastodon with |

extra bones — to the British Museum in Loandon!
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HatTrick

When 16-year-old Elsie Wright took pho-
tographs of her friend, 11-year-old Frances Griffiths,
posing with fairies in Cottingley, England, in 1917,
many people regarded the photos as proof that
fairies existed. It wasn't until the early 1980s that
Wright and Griffiths finally admitted that the fair-
ies were actually cut-out drawings fastened to the

ith hatpins!
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What a Deal!
! When a seller identifying himself as the
Emperor of West Virginia listed the “entire state”
| on eBay, he received 56 bids — the highest of
~ which was just short of § 100 million — before
eBay shut down the fraudulent auctlon'
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- Wasp Sting'

On April 1, 1949, Phil Stone, a disk jockey-
on the radio in New Zealand, had a little fun with
his listeners when he warned them that a mile-
wide swarm of wasps was headed their way. He
advised them not to leave home before pulling their
socks up over their pant legs and putting honey-
smeared traps outside their doors. Hundreds of
gullible listeners did just that!
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Wheel-yBig! |
It takes three déys_, $30, 000, and enough -
rubber for 5, 276 car tires to make a single one of
the world's largest tires, which are used on 250,000-
- pound front-end-loader Caferpillar trucks.
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Big Foot |

You'd have to be a giant to fit into Canada's

80 Oﬂﬂ-pound boot! Made out of fiberglass, the 39- 4
foot-tall boot was definitely not made for walkmg. |
Rather, it was built in 1987 in Edmonton, Alberta,
 to attract customers to Canada's Western Boot
Factory. With such a colossal landmark, the fac-.
tory would be easy to find. Nevertheless, all that
remains of the company today is this super-sized W‘
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BigHitter

. You know you're approachmg Kentucky's
Lounsyllle Slugger Museum when you spot the gi-
ant bgﬁeball bat that leans agamst it. The world's
Iargest bat weighs in at 34 tons and reaches many
Set above the fi ive-story building. A replica of the
K ouisville Slagger, a 34-inch wooden bat used by
Babe Ruth in the 1920s, the blg bat is made of

hollow carhon steel.
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Burying the Big One

The world's largest tomahawk is located

in Cut Knife, Saskatchewan, Canada. Fashjoned
from a fir log measuring 54 feet long, the handle
alone weighs 12,000 pounds! The immense toma-
hawk was erected in 1971 as a symbol of the unity
 and friendship among the Native American Firs®
 Nations and the other communities in the region.
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Imagine the world's bigge‘stxﬁmily re-
union. You would need a lot of seats. That's ex- q
actly what the builders of this super-sized sofa he!
in mind when they created it for the 1999 anvual

'Dt%ai;ghopping Festival — whose thsuie just
happcne&lto be "The Family Getstogsther of the
Millennium”. At 108 feet, the sofa's length easily

e eﬂw:ﬁogas?ﬁoié s .




www.burmeseclassic.com

-

3y oojaies (ago) [

surpasses that of the previous record holder, a 24-_
~foot-long sofa built by a British furpiture company. .
Threé-and-half-year-old Vishal Venkat shows his
“approval by bouncing on the Dubai sofa's massive
cushions.

TARYPYNG

| oggolBoqcSapiborg @$®é“2°é"9
ol ofsorfoteth slcoogsfy fbocpocy
wep{Pcfypad SefoTpioopss opee ¢ ey
s0obmcge SmacgheagudmesiTiicy e}
e
ey §805cd¢> 386cor05[FrurtemaE[GogdE
8cBop:eddom meaomgpdn 0903y =8m Gégus
afioncon “sconbggblarsg BicopSeosssy” sogeh
2fgddloncn 338afun 000 cogpboiescyad sagtm
S4fonconcy offecmts Js coooh B4 compogh
SloocSi oe Sdffevnts g coged sJere}
:wqoﬁcmn@gﬁ ‘o8 pdesoradjgiepd
rfgiiors 4R Bhonch cBBoepi{cznd)
oy ghedodofialt opigbiargeSfor SquSsima’
LN ag@wm&@@ﬁ [gao(eg)dooaSu
0o a-o




www.burmeseclassic.com

B

—  HEART STRINGS

Day after day in spring 2002, the heart-
breaking cries of Botok, a white bactrian camel,
could be heard in the Gobi desert of Mongolia.
The newborn had been rejected by his mother.
Luckily, the nomadic herding family who owned
the camels knew a traditional ritual that might con-
vince the camel to accept her baby. They sent for |

_ a violinist, and as he played, the herders stroked |
the mother's fur and sang to her. When the baby
next tried to nurse, the mother nuzzled him ten-
derly and continued to nurture him.
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FRIENDLY PURR-SUASION ‘

One day in 2000, Muschi, a small black
cat, showed up at the Berlin Zoo in Germany, much |
to the delight of an Asiatic black bear. The bear, |
named Miuschen seven shared her meals of raw j
meat, dead mice, fruit, and brad with Mushi! In
2004, when Miuschen was relocated to a cage
while her living space was enlarged, Muschi sat
outside the cage and mewed until the zookeepers.-
got the message. Now Muschi is back with
Miuschen, cuddling and sharing meals. |
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4 - RAT-A-GAT

o' ¥+ In2005, two white rats made friends with
kitten in Madras, India. The three pals not only
i together but also eat and sleep together.

Joog @l@w@w fo3obfy

. o jeon€un efplecoimbernty 305@855 .
S 338805eagadrcanbun mogogmendoiged -
o mas.'w BocopSiogop cyoftiorionde

A Qatnn’nmmaﬂﬁfﬁ n



~Www.burmeseclassic.com

It's always surprising when a predator and

its prey become friends. In the wild, a pig would
.make a tasty morsel for a tiger. At Thailand's
Racha Tiger Zoo, instead of eating her piglet pen
pals, a Bengal tiger named Saimai clearly enjoys
their company. Afier grooming them with hes rough
tongue, the young tiger cuddles with ths pigs. Per-
haps her fondness for the creatures is due to her
having been nursed by a sow &5 a cub.
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- GIMME SHELL-TER

In December 2004, several hippopota-

- muses living in Kenya were swept out into the -
Indian Ocean after heavy rains flooded their river

" home. They all made it back to shore except for
one baby, who was spotted in the ocean and res-
cued. Named Owen, the baby hippo was trans-
ported to the Haller Wildlife Park, near Mombasa.
There, Owen bonded with a 130-year-old giant
tortoise named Mzee, which means "old man" in

1
:
1
:
f
F
\
]

Swahili. Now Owen follows Mzee everywhere..
At naptime, Owen cuddles up close to Mzee and
- rests his head on the tortoise's shell. Refuge care-
takers have witnessed bonding between different -
mammal species before, but between a reptile and
a mammal? This is a first! :

:
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OpenWide _
Try not to get too close to a hippopota-
mus. When one of these enormous beasts opens
its mouth wide, it's not a yawn, it's a warning. Their:
lower canine teeth are actually sharp tusks.
tusks aren't used for chewing; they're used as
weapons. These surprisingly fast-moving animals
have been known to capsize boats, resultmg in the:
drowning of several occupants.
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- DeathbySnail

-

The marine cone snail has a hollow-tooth
ith a harpoonlike barb at the end. When it de-
‘tects prey, it sticks out its tooth, called a radula,
and uses it to stab, inject paralyzing venom, and
reel in its next meal. The cone snail's venom is
- poisonous enough to kill a human within minutes—
yet researchers believe it holds the key to creating
a painkiller that's 1,000 times stronger thar: mor-
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phine and has no side effects. Now in clinical test-
ing, the new painkiller may soon be helping thou-
sands of people with arthntls, cancer, and other
painful diseases.
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Shell Shocker!

The piddock, a mollusk found along:the
coats of Britain and Ireland, should be avoided at
all costs. The creature has been known to bore
holes right through cast iron. Just imagine what it
could do to your hand!
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§oouSe§ 2Bqdlonchn 2083, cobanafef onfgbag:
focxi.. ogtoatonfmpddeon!
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‘Do NotTouch!

Sotith and Central America's tiny poison
dart frogs are so beautiful it's hard to imagine just:
how.lethal they can be. However, it takes only
0.0000004 of an ounce of the poison in the skin’
glands of the most lethal frog to kill an adult hu-
man being. Why are they called poison dart frogs?

_The Choco people of western Colombia coat the
t_1ps of their hunting arrows with the frogs' poison.
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WIIGIIIIIB Birdie!

The- skin and feathers of the pltohul,
brightly colored songbird of New Gumea, contain
the same kind of poison as some types of poison
dart frogs'
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Seor
Imported as pets, Myanmar pythons are
" often abandoned by their owners in Florida's Ev-
 erglades National Park when they get too big. The
snakes grow to be 15 feet long and thrive in this

environment. In fact, they're doing so well they
may be cr(ii*ding out other species as well as eat-
ing them. The pythons even attack alligators, some-
times with fatal results for both creatures— as i
this instance, where the alllgator swallowed by che
python was 50 big the snake burst!
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o Monkey Business

, - Arebaboons born bullies? Scientists study-
gthe animals in Kenya don't think so. A group of
; baboons dubbed the ForestTroop, jabbed, kicked,
-~ and bit each other on a regular basis. Then the
 niost domiriant males contracted tuberculosis while
foraging for food in a tourist area. After they die<,
the rest of the group became more relaxed and
affectionate with one another. That was 20 years
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ago To this day, the Forest Troop remains kmder
and gentler, and new members joiningthe group.
' lmmle thelr peaceful ways as well.
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E Usmg echolocatnon, akmd of sonarthat
detects echoes of the suund&the}r oducedol-

 phins can locate a dime dropped in“thi i
. ming area40feetaway—even whenthejﬁre blind-
folded!
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GorillaGood-hye

When Babs, a 30-year—old lowland gonlla,
died at the lllionois Brookfield Zoo, her caretakers
Taid her out in the zoo's Tropic World building. Then
they opened the doors so that the other gorillas |
could stream in. Babs's nine-year-old dafighter, |
Bana, lay beside her mother, stroking her fiuf. Oth-
ers approached and gently touched her body. Oné |
gorilla even held her baby close to Babs, who har?
lavished the infant with attention. Zoo curator
Melinda Pruett Jones explains that, like humans;
gorillas have a need to mourn their love2 ones and
do so naturally in the wild,
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: A recent study suggests that dolphins use
diﬁ‘erea;l_t whistling sounds to identify themselv&f |
and their pod mates. When a baby dolphin is born,
its mother will whistle to it constantly, and the baby
soon recognizes its mother's whistle. Eve:;ulal_ly. -'
the baby develops a whistle of its own. Most dol-
phin expeﬁs believe that every dolphin has its ows
signature whistle that serves as its name.
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~What do elephants do when they're bored?

Some try to copy the sounds in their environmen; -
One African elephant living in a Botswana pre-
serye began humming like a lawn mower soon
a&erfthe grass surrounding its enclosure was cut.
ﬁ Kenya, Mlaika, a ten-year-old elephant, mim-
icked the.sound of trucks rumbling along a nearby
hlghway Researchers used to believe that only
certain species, such as birds, harbor seals; and
some types of dolphins and whales, had the ca-
pacity for vocal mimicry. Now they know that el-
ephants do, too!
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