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From the old to the new
Ant Maung

Qutside the widow

the space bathing in sunlight

a greyish brown gumkino tree

with its old-emerald leaves

and old-gold leaves

wedded in colours and hues

danced like butterflies

in the warm gentie breeze

announcing the opening of the beautiful spring
with the boom of the Royal Drums.

Just soon after

in the hazy blue of the sunny season

gold and emerald brighten the gumkino tree

with golden gumkino bloscoms

and new emerald gumkino leaves

spreading their fragrance

in the sweet breeze

the spring minstrel, the golden cuckoo,

declares the end of the old season

and the beginning of the most beautiful all cheers
all smiles! new season the scuth wind heightens its strength
and speed

with the honey-bees

hurrying to and fro

to the new-born flowers.
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encomium
(for mr. yew)

ko ko thet

mr. yew, i am in love with you

you are not common yew, you are not pacific yew

you are not mexican yew, you are not japanese yew

you are not canadian yew, you are not sumatran yew

you are not himalayan yew, you are yew

you are above any poisonous yew that guards

a church graveyard from cows, there has never been

the like of yew, there never will be the like of yew

you are a perfect syncretism of heart and brain

yew heart in your brain, yew brain in your heart

yew is the peerless symbiosis of art and science

yew is the artful science, yew is the scientific art

yew has always been right, yew has always been leff,

yew has always been in the middle, yew knows where glse
yew is supreme, yew is aimighty, yew is omniscient

yew is omnipotent, your lordship won't dance your balls
bounce for an ounce of yewlogy, but nonetheless,

your goodness, let me rename your island of reclaimed land
‘yvew’, bless me with the honour of a pyramid for yewer grace
could i embalm yewer heavenly spirit's wholesome body
please allow me to encase yewer majesty's brainy heart
kindly let me enshrine yewer worship’s hearty brain

bestow upon me a pickle of yewer divine entrails

could i forever venerate, praise and kowtow yewer holiness
my great guardian, my good shepherd, my jade-footed, sun-
faced

monarch of the universe, the owner of eighteen thousand
gold

Boo 50 REermgp joog

classic.com

umbrellas and ninety-nine thousand white elephants
my king of kings, my masterly master
the post-mortal and immortal you, mr. yew
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Envy
Maung Tha Noe

The Interview
Nyunt Wai Moe

In the skyey ocean

with waves of rolling clouds

gently spreading the sails of wings
floating engine-less, gliding along
up stream and down,

messenger of the sun god,
violently bursting your chest and
liting up your body

mightily you soar and rise upward
among the clouds in the middie of the sky,
the wide world over,

free as you going round the earth
how | would like to fly everywhere.

"How are you 7"

Asked the journalist.

"I'm in fine fetters,"

Answered the freedom.

"Why are the fetters fine ?"

"l think 'cos I'm a good name.”
"Why do you think so 7"

" 'Cos people can do anything
In my name."

"Some examples, please.”

"If you ask me, some peopls
Do something for other people
In the name of freedom.

And other people do something
28. 10. 66 For themselves in the name of freedom.”
"What's more, there are some other people
Who do something for themselves

And their immediate ones

In the same name _ the freedom.

"So, you feel you're in fine fetters?”

"Of course. That's it."

"Then, what do you want ?"

"| don't want anything.”

"Just let me free.”

"How come 7" "Why ?"

" 'Cos I'm fed up with people

Calling my name incessantly.”
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wrong train The Hullucinations
troy tun Zaw Tun
many times This hollow Life is filled
wrong trains tock me with the Music of Peace,
to with melody of Love;
right places - Love, like those two entwining rivers, flows
and now, over these stumps, no more scorched
you are pretty much the wrong person And choked with smoke and gun powder;
for me Singing the Melody of Swaying Flowers
to be with. Qver the broad emerald fields;
this is where See, the caged litile Bird has found its broken wings
everyone again,
holds their breath without a blink, it ruffels its feathers, and flaps its wings to
to fly away
wait high o'ver the hills, into the blue sky;
and see £, The old Sun is flooding the Mother Earth
a catastrophe "2 all over
that With his glimmering golden rays...
somehoe
never really
came,
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