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The 32 hours of interviews that Minister Mentor Lee Kuan
Yew gave are unprecedented in their candour and in the vari-
ety of issues discussed. The publication of these interviews
gives Americans a unique opportunity to understand how this
exceptional statesman brought a minor city-state, robbed of
opportunity by its colonial past and devastated by the Japa-
nese invasion in world war II, to the global economic power-
house and first-rank nation it is today.

I have known Lee Kuan Yew well for some 45 years,
ever since he came to Harvard for a lecture. I have huge admi-
ration and respect for him and can state without equivocation
that I consider him one of the most able, foresighted and ana-
lytical global leaders of the last century. With his eyes still on
the future, Lee consented to the publication of these very per-
sonal interviews in order to educated the rising generation, too
young to have experienced Singapore's difficult history, about
the hard choices he made, ones they, too, will have to con-
front. These are valuable lessons for all nations in the interest-
ing and illuminating book.

Dr Henry A. Kissinger,
US Secretary, of State,1973-1977.
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Among the political leaders in Asia, Minister Mentor Lee
Kuan Yew is an especially dear friend and someone for whom
I have utmost respect. Prior to attending G7 meetings as Japan's
Prime Minister, I would meet with Prime Minister Lee Kuan
‘Yew to gather his insight and opinions on issue facing Asia for
sue as reference in the meetings. His astute observations and
analysis of Asia politic are always extremely meaningful and
valuable.

Yasuhiro Nakasone,
Japanese Prime Minister, 1982-1987
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Lee Kuan Yew:Hard Truths to Keep Singapore going of-
fers rare and compelling access in to the mind of a remarkable
leader and statesman. In this engaging series of new interviews,
Minister Lee Kuan Yew candidly imparts his wisdom, as well
as his fears, as he contemplates Singapore's role in a rapidly
changing, and profoundly challenging, global society. An im-
portant addition to Lee Kuan Yew's legacy, Lee Kuan Yew:
Hard Truths to Keep Singapore going illuminates his convic-
tion that a prosperous, sustainable future must be built upon
the lessons of the past.

Bill Clinton,
US President,1993-2001
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Lee Kuan Yew remains as always, passionate about
Singapore,its citizens, its future and its relationship with its

Soghroy gprobodjel saforpp: 9

neighbours. That passion had driven him to make Singapore

vibrant and relevant, and towards this he is committed to shap-

ing the minds of young Singaporeans. This latest book illumi-

nates his thinking that is bound to raise discussions about the
future of Singapore.

‘Tun Daim Zainuddin,

Malaysian Finance Minister,

(1984-1991 and 1999-2001)
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Lee Kuan Yew is the very symbol of Singaporean suc-
cess story, who transformed a back ward trading port into 2
thriving nation with global reach far exceeding its size. His in-
spiring and pragmatic ideas have provide nations of the world
with invaluable reference for their development. Lee speaks
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out his mind with clear, candid and forceful words that will
surely have strong and lasting impact on the readers.

' Lee Myung-bak,

President of the Republic of Korea,

(2008-2013)
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Thave extraordinarily high regard for former Prime Min-
ister Lee Kuan Yew. He is one of the brightest and most effec-
tive world leaders that I have ever known. Besides, he is a
valued friend. Minister Mentor has done a wonderful job for
Singapore and, further, his views are so respected outside
Singapore that he is a true world leader.

George H.W. Bush,
us presideni,
(1989-1993)
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I met Lee Kuan Yew,whom his friends called simply Harry,
the first time in the seventies. When I talked to Harry or read
his speeches, interviews or letters I am always impressed be-
cause of his straight overviews of the world policy and world
economy and of his firm judgment. And often  am amazed by
his perspicacity. I am so fascinated by Lee's growing strong
reference to Asia values and especially to the cultural tradi-
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tions of Confucianism. The older Lee Kuan Yew gets, the more
he declares himself'to Confucian philosophy of state. It was
Lee Kuan Yew who initiated me to occupying myself with
teachings of Confucianism.

Last but not least, I do admire that Lee Kuan Yew has
brought unbelievable and great economic success to Singapore
within the last decades. My wife and I have enormous respect
and admiration formy friend's life time achievements.

Helmut Schmidt,
German Chancellor, 1974-1982
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I have the highest regard for Mr Lee Kuan Yew. He em-
bodies, at the highest level, the values that make a great states-
man. I often describe him as a sage.He is someone you will
always be able to learn from, no matter the level of your re-
sponsibility. After my election as President of France in May
1995,it was Singapore, in February 1996, that I chose to make
as my first official visit to Asia. I very much wanted to ac-
knowledge the extraordinary achievement of the Minister
Mentor, who had a made the city-state of Singapore a centre
of prosperity and stability for all Asia. I see Lee Kuan Yew
regularly. We have pursued a dialogue over the years, from
which I gained much, and continue to gain, I salute him with
my friendship and respect.

Jacques Chirac,
French President, 1995-2007.
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Lee Kuan Yew is a beacon drawing you to Singapore to
see its breathtaking achievements, but even more, if you're
lucky enough to spend some times with a legendary human

Sopbiop geioludiey spforeprp: »
being. Whenever he speaks, whether the meeting is large or
small, you can hear a pin drop. The reason for all attention
givento Lee Kuan Yew is the universal recognition of his pow-
erful intellect, his good judgement, and his strong leadership.
He believes in accountability, including for himself. He says
what he means and he means what he says.

He sets high standardsfor himself and has caused Singapore
to do so, too. In Singapore, the object is to do everything
well. As a small city-state, Singapore has succeeded in care-
fully selecting enterprises, be they local or global in nature, i
which it can excel. Tt runs the world's best airline. It has a
superb health system. Its orchid garden sets the bar for the
world. Singapore looks to its own defence by supporting a
small but powerful military, thereby creating a clear deterrent
capability.

I welcome this opportunity to express my admiration for
an old friend from I have learned so much and whose friend-
ship has been a source of inspiration for so many years.

George P Shultz,
US Secretary of States, 1982-1989
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Lee Kuan Yew's actions have proven that he is one of the
great leaders of our time. But he isalso extremely sagacious.
Whenever we meet, even when I disagree, I never cease to
learn from him. This book is a great example.

Dr Joseph S. NyeJr,
University Distinguished Service Professor,
Harvard University, and author of The Powers to lead
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The book gives clearest insight yet, into the deeper foun-
dations of a man regard as one of the finest statesmen in his-
tory. Itis easy to place MM Lee in one-dimensional terms, but
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fault lies with those who don't look closely enough- this book
offers everyone a retake on MM Lee, and for those discern-
ing enough, a second appraisal on the Singaporean psyche.
This looks to be the most insightful piece of work on him yet.
Leon Tham,

27, banking professional
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To someone who has grown up abroad, this is a fascinat-
ing introducing to MM Lee's life and ideas. The dialogue made
me feel a part of the conversation. MM makes a sincere at-
tempt to share the truth of his life with us-this generation for
whom he is more icon than man. And thought the words of
warning are many, the decision to heed them is ours.

Julia Chan-Lee,
30, Assistant HR Manager
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This book stand out from others on MM Lee precisely

 due to the refreshingly candid and probing questions posedto

the elder statesman. From opening up our political system to
press freedom, MM in his characteristic candour defends his
position like a quintessential ideologue, despite all tough ques-
tions. Definitely worth a read.
Muhammad Farouq Osman,
21, NUS undergraduate
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MM recognizes that our generation is full of individuals
who are not aftaid to express themselves through their choice of
music, clothing, or sexuality. He seems to have softened with
age and the understanding that the times change, inevitably so.

Chan Yuping,
23, NUS undergraduate
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thought that perhaps itis Lee's lack of allegiance to any school
of political or economic thought that allowed him to steer

eSogluy yrobedfer sgfesppr %

Singapore from third world to first, Lee's ethos of doing what-

everit takes to Singapore comes out very strongly and it makes

me wonder whether there are leaders with such formidability,
drive and ambition for Singapore in the current generation.

Mahesh Rai,

26, lawyer
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Internet Start-up g:o3oopSccoaéogu

The Q&A style somewhat reminded me of arecent Charlie
Rose interview with Lee Kuan Yew which I fond to be candid,
gemuine, and more importantly, a live dialogue. Particularly,
the focus on income inequality and his views on egalitarianism
and foreign talent strike a very hot spot, especially among
Singapore's youth.

David Zhang,
24, co-founder of an Internet start-up
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The interviews cast him as a seer or futurist and his views
are frank, decided and interesting toread. They givea good flavour
of what sinhisand the govemment's mind. But alot of statements
are sweeping and it's hard to believe in them unconditionally.

Chew Xiang,
28, student.
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The book remind us of the balancing act that MM had to
manage as a public figure as well asa family man. He may
seems like the typical farther of a certain generation, in speak-
ing of children's achievements, but it takes a certain kind of
love to give the children (and grand children) the space to
develop according to their abilities, and it takes a certain kind
of tendemess to maintain the love with his wife.
Kay Chewlin,
28, self-employed
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It's an absorbing read. The writers weave in MM's
personal; anecdotes to reflet his own vulnerability as a person.
There is human quality to the copy that I did not quite except
as MM memoir to have.

Nanny Eliana,
32, PR consultant
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The book displays rarely-seen side of him: what he's like
as a person, as compared to a leader, or a politician, or thinker.
The chapter of family made me laugh and cry, sometimes on
the same page. Contrary to what MM Lee says in the book
about a politician’ personal life having no bearing on his ability
to lead a country, I think people are eager to know their leader's
real personalities so they can form a more complete judge-
ment of them. I wish this book had been available earlier, and
I'm glad it is now.

FionaChan,
28, Journalism
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My family will always remember that Singapore has given
so amny opportunities even to those suffering from most tragic
circumstances, the way my parents did. They could never have
imagined that they would be able to afford sending both my
brother and me abroad for an education that they missed. Their
love for this nation and their pride in our governance has re-
mained imprinted in my heart.

Michelle Joycelyn Tan Huiling,
22, student at the University of New South Wales
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T have always been proud to call Singapore my home and
although we are a small island nation, we have a burgeoning
industry and a youthful identity. Singapore has a very special
place in my heart and the connection that has developed be-
tween me and country has only grown stronger with each year,
as I learn more about humble beginnings and our struggle for
independence.

Alethea Tan,
15, Raffles Girls' school
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Foreword

My abiding concern for Singapore arises from my belief
that younger generation, especially those below 35, had never
seen the harsh economic conditions. They therefore do not
know the threats we face from neighbouring countries. For
example, on our National day,9 August 1 991, the Malaysian
and the Indonesian armed forces held joint exercises at Kota
Tinggi with parachute drops. Hence we mobilized uor forces,
in addition to forces parading for the National day celebra-
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tions. I did not believe they wanted to invade us, but they
wanted to intimidate and con us, so that we know our place is
at the bottom of the pecking order in the region. We needa
study, strong and capable SAF, not only to defend Singapore
but return blow for blow when necessary. If we do not have
this strong SAF, we are vulnerable to all kinds of pressures,
from both Malaysia and Indonesia.

To have such an SAF, we need a robust economy that is
not easily put off-course by external shocks. The economy
needs constant renewal of its structure and of the type of in-
dustries and services it attracts, those that require higher skills
to match a better-educated population. We have been suc-
cessful for the present in attracting investments.. So we have
had to bring in immigrants and foreign workers from Malaysia,
China, India and the region. If we do not have these immi-
grants and foreign workers, the economic opportunities will
pass us by. To miss these investments would be stupid. Every
major investment strengthens and expends the base of our
economy and makes it less likely that we will be badly af-
fected by adownturn in any particular sector.

The economy and defence are closely interlinked. With-
out strong economy growth, we can not keep up the kind of
3G SATF, one that every few years has to renew its equipment
with new-generation missiles, ships, aircraft and submarines.
We need the sea lanes to Singapore to be open; hence a ca-
pable navy is crucial.

These are sensitive subjects that we can not talk freely
about because they would provoke our neighbours. But never
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forget that the more prosperous and vibrant we are, the more
the angst of the people in our region. Our city skyline is ever
changing. We now have one of the most splendid city centers
in the world, a marina equivalent to the Piazza in Venice. That
is what two famous city planners advised us to do-Kenzo Tange
of Japan and .M. Pei of China (and United States)

Because of their separate and independent advice, We re-
claimed the bay and made the marina smaller so that each side
can see the other side and so it becomes an attractive piazza,
and not a huge bay.

I wrote a few chapters for a third volume of my memoirs
to convince the younger generation that if we are weak, either
in our economy or in our armed forces, we are at risk. We are
safe because we are study and robust.

I sent these few chapters I had written to Han Fook
Kwang. He replied that if T write my thoughts in that way, the
younger generation will say, "Ab, it is the same old tune." He
and his colleagues suggested that they put hard questions to
me, the kind of doubts and disbelifs that they have gathered in
feedback from a younger generation, and some that they them-
selves had. They suggested they confront me with these hard
questions and get my answers on them.

Thope this book has achieved that purpose. I spent many
hours spread over several months. The authors have put them
in question-and-answer format so that they do not paraphrase
my words. My main message is: If you think I am just playing
abroken record, you may live to regret it. [ have lived through
many economic and political crises in the region and the world.
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These have crystallized some fundamental truths for me that
we forget or ignore at our peril.

Without a strong economy, there can be no strong de-
fence. Without a strong defence, there will be no Singapore. It
will becomes a satellite, cowed and intimidated by its
neighbours. To maintain a strong economy and strong defence
all on a narrow base of a small island with our four millioa
people, the government must be led by the ablest, most dedi-
cated and toughest. The task will become more complex asa
more educated and confident electorate believe that Singapore
has created a study base and need not be as vulnerable as
before. What will never change is that only the best can lead
and secure such a Singapore.

Lee Kuan Yew
Singapore (August 2010}
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