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THE TAMING OF THE SHREW

PEOPLE IN THE STORY
BAPTISTA, a rich gentleman of Padua
KATHARINE, The shrew daughters of

BIANCA Baptista
HORTENSIO’ in love with Bianca
LUCENTIO,

PETRUCHIO
VINCENTIO, father of Lucentio

In Padua, a beautiful city of Italythere
once lived a rich gentleman called Baptista. He
had two daughers, the gentle and beautiful
Bianca, and Katharine.

10 The Taming of the Shrew
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Katharine was as beautiful as her sister,
but she had such an ungovernable temper that
she was always known as Katharine the Shrew
Everyone was afraid of her angry tongue, and
in spite of her beautiful face she had no admir-
ers.

Katharine was Baptista's elder daughter,
and he began to fear that she would never find
a husband. Many men wanted to marry Bianca,
but no one was willing to risk marriage with the
bad-tempered KatharineAt last Baptista de-
cided on a plan. He announced that Katharing
must be married before Bianca; it was the elder
sister's right. Bianca's admirers at once began
to look round for a man who would be brave
enough to marry this wild eat, 'Katharine the
cursed.'

2 The Taming of the Shrew
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Now, in Verona, another ltalian town, there
lived a rich and gay young man called petruchio.
His father had recently died and left him plenty
of money and Petruchio now wished to see the
world and find a wife. So he went to Padua, and
there he met a friend, Hortensio, one of the
young men who wanted to marry looking for
a wife, and Hortensio at once thought of
Katharine the ShrewPetruchio was a strong-
willed young man; surely he would be able to
make Katharine obey him? He was merry and
good-tempered, too, and clever and amusing.
Altogether, he was a wise yayman, and would
know how to tame an ill-tempered wife.

3 The Taming of the Shrew
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So Hortensio told Petruchio all about the
gentle Bianca, whom he loved and wished to
marry; and about the beautiful but bad-tempered
Katharine.

‘And no one can marry Bianca until
Katharine has a husband,' he finished sadly

Petruchio was interested and amused.

Il marry her," he said. 'Let her scold as
loudly as a thunderstorm! | shall still make her
love me.'

And he went to Baptista's house, taking
Hortensio with him.

'You must pretend to be a musician,'
Petrushio said to him. 6Y1 can teach Katharine
music and | will teach her love. Between we
will tame the shrew

L The Taming of the Shrew



slefopE. . . en50EBS o vdgfdd B

L L
N

@00’30595:@:, o s*aoo%d’):o% e@o@mo& 20996
L L L L e o
[ co C C _C N o OC 5 8
qo@m§: e« « COOD00JICOR. + « SEPHIVOEE,D I
”mo srae@oé:sepl cx}oécx}@o:mé: 8oSmeomm
acbo§adickay madwg: meelopEiesp. « . el
“8co mddwgé: cwoqeqés. . . dddoe

(]

33 é Q c __cocg < r] ”
[Sb]efep ] O QOOODOKCLD @0?0)%:@({ 080. oo

%Co

Q C c N ° c o cC <
DO oe:§es®o§ $230:2000CLM OO
e 4 o T L L

ocﬁwﬁaﬁd% o 8cdoenayroadi 8c500¢0
C C C
SE[GEG: e0mopSianogazoncSi
“ (5 8 o '] C C C ” O
modoogés A3 ¢l coodaobeddogo. « « "

Qo _C C &0 C ° C C C

» efgpadosoddi “8:[§éradeaunad auSesané

esdmdeeentiesdleo. . . Gloredl gdanesnt
'] c o c»
cl 0§Bare0d

cnSméaBad o3 9oy So538esl(§:

»058mdborn § RE3 SV e ATl

“ C o C C c O C C

ot Sommoprrglmbewnaiad wsemnd

J L

qecd. « « 1 6&00 mABgEL B3 8o wEeu§Eored]

’] c O C C o

cloo 925603 wEevseddi o3

Q c 9 C "] o Q C (o C

§ sodadseomCiogpdledd Bgoagmieaant s

© O
@905” C\% 00803%9?]03 (0] CDO% G[Q’)C\%(YSO’)OSII
[ i L L L

adid:eom E:cop ol:ad mrmé‘@é‘-
3L ' igpokm 13 ' G



:’i‘ - .'-\h-l' |
7 =Y
e N B
A e
x| el
k f .!._ _._‘_'_. r_l ] I| i
R
-'_,‘h_'.a- A 5

When they reached Baptista's house
Petruchio spoke to him at once.

'Pray have you not a daughter called
Katharine, fair and virtuous?' he asked.

‘I have a daughter, sir, called Katha-rine,'
Baptista answered.

‘I am a gentleman dferona, sit Petruchio
went on. ' | have heard so much of the beauty
and gentleness of your daughter Katharine that
I have come to ask your permission for my friend
to teach her music and for me to marry.'her

'You are very welcome,'Baptista said, and
he sent Hortensio to Katharine at once. 'But |
am afraid my daughter would not suit you," he
added sadly to Petruchio.

5 The Taming of the Shrew
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'| see you do not wish to part with her, or
else you do not want me for a son-in-fasaid
Petruchio.

'Indeed, you are mistaken," said Bap-tista.
‘But where do you live, sir? What is your name?'

When Baptista heard his name, he real-
ised that Petruchio's father was an old friend of
his, and he welcomed the young man gladly to
his house. But he had to admit that he doubted
whether his elder daughter would make
Petruchio a good wife, even her father was afraid
of her scolding tongue. 'l wish you good luck
with her,” he said to the young man, 'but you
must be perpared for some unhappy words.'

6 The Taming of the Shrew
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At this moment, Hortensio came running
into the room. His head was cut and bleeding,
and his face was white with fear and anger

'Why are you so pale?' asked Bapti-sta.
What is the matter? Will my daughter prove a
good musician?."

'She will make a better soldier,’ said
Hortensio angrily He told Baptista that he had
tried to correct Katharine's playing on the lute,
and she had grown so angry that she had struck
him on the head with the instrument. His head
was cut and the lute was broken; and while he
stood helplessly in front of her she had shouted
at him rudely calling him by insulting names.

7 The Taming of the Shrew
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Petruchio thought this was a huge joke,
and burst out laughing.

'‘She is a brave girl"" he said, delighted. 'l
love her ten times more than evere told
Baptista how impatient he was to meet this
merry Katharine, and asked if he could see her
at once. So Baptista advised the unhappy
Hortensio to go and find Bianca, who would
prove an easier pupil; and Baptista himself went
to fetch the stormy Katharine. Petruchio, left
alone, decided on his treatment of this wild and

angry girl.

8 The Taming of the Shrew
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'If she scolds, | shall tell her that she sings
as sweetly as a bird,' thought he. 'If she frowns,
I'll say she looks as clear as morning roses
newly wahsed with dewlf she will not speak a
word, | shall say how well she talks. If she tells
me to be gone, | shall thank her as if she had
asked me to stay a week. If she will not marry
me, | shall ask her to name the day for our
marriage.'

The proud Katharine entered, annoyed with
this stranger who had asked to see her, but
petruchio made no apologyHe greeted her
cheerfully with the words:

9 The Taming of the Shrew
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'Good-morrow Kate, for that's your name,
| hear

"They call me Katharine that do talk of me,’
said Katharine angrily

"You lie!" said Petruchio, &0 are called plain
Kate, and pretty Kate, and sometimes Kate the
cursed; but, Kate you are the prettiest Kate in
all the world,Your beautyyour gentleness, and
your virtues are praised in every town, and |
have come to ask you to be my wife.

'How dare you! Katharine cried. 'Will you
go away at once!

But Petruchio would not go. Katharine ar-
gued with him, she scolded him, she tried to
make him quarrel; but he pretended not to hear
her insults.

10 The Taming of the Shrew
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He praised her beauty and her gentle ways
and said that those who had told him she was
a bad-tempered shrew were liars. Finally he said:
'Sweet Kate, | am going to marry you whether
you wish it or notYour father has given his con-
sent, and | shall tame you, Kate, and change
you from a wild Kate to a gentle Kate. Here
comes your father: never make denial. | must
and will have Katharine for my wife.'

And when Baptista came in, Petruchdadd
him that he and Katharine had arranged to be
married on the following Sunday

'l see you hanged on Sunday before I
marry you,' cried Katharine, stamping her foot
in anger, and she accused her father of wishing
to marry her to a madman. But Petruchio inter-
rupted her stormy speech.

11 The Taming of the Shrew
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'‘Be patient,’ he said to Baptista. 'She talks
like this when you are here, but when we are
alone she is most gentle and loving. Indeed,
you will not believe how much she loves me.'
Then turning to Katharine, he said: ‘Come, kiss
me, Kate! | will go toVenice to buy fine clothes
and jewels, for we will be married on sunday

and Katharine speechless with anger and
astonishment at this extraordinary young man's
behaviour, said no more.

12 The Taming of the Shrew
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On Sunday the feast was ready and the
guests arrived. Katharine was frowning and bad
tempered, but she was dressed in fine new
clothes and was ready for the marriage. Every-
one was waiting for Petruchio, but he did not
come. The guests whispered to each other, and
katharine cursed and scolded, and then ran tear-
fully out of the room- a shamed because
Petruchio had treated her so badly

'He never means to marry me,' she cried.
'He has done all this to make a fool of me.’

By this time everyone was certain that
Petruchio would not come, but suddenly he rode
up on an ancient horse wihch was so thin and ill
that it could hardly walk.

13 The Taming of the Shrew
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Petruchio himself looked like a beggar, in
torn and dirty clothes, with a rustigorken sword
at his belt; and his servant was dressed in the
same untidy fashion. The guests whispered to-
gether in astonishment as Petruchio jumped
down from his miserable horse, calling: 'Where
is Kate? Whre is my lovely wife?'

Baptista was extremely annoyed with
Petruchio for keeping them all waiting, and for
arriving in such a disgraceful state. 'Wtsir,
you know this is your wedding dayhe said,
and told Petruchio to go and change into more
suitable clothes at once.

Petruchio, however, stubbornly refused to
change anything. 'Kate is marrying me, not my
clothes," he said.

L The Taming of the Shrew
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All arguments proved useless, and at last
Katharine went unwillingly to church. During the
ceremony Petruchio continued to act in the
same wild and shocking wayHe cursed the
priest so loudly that the poor man dropped his
book in astonishment, and, when he bent down
to pick it up, Petruchio rudely knocked him over,
He continued to curse and shout and stamp his
feet, and poor Katharine, who had never been
afraid of anyone, began to tremble with fear
When the ceremony was over, Petruchio called
loudly for a cup of wine, drank half of it, and
threw the remains into the priest's face.

'His beard looked so thin and hungry
Petruchio said, roaring with laughtér thought
some wine would do it good.'

15 The Taming of the Shrew
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At last Katharine succeeded in persuad-
ing him to return to her father's house, but
Petruchio told her that it was impossible for them
to remain for the marriage feast.

'Please stay for the feast!'" Katharine
begged him. 'What will our guests say if we go
away now?'

But Petruchio did not care about the
guests, and refused to stay

'If you love me, stayKatharine said again.

Petruchio's only answer was to tell his serv-
ant to bring the horses, and Katharine flew into
a temper

'Go, then!" she cried. 'The door is open. But
I will not go today; no, nor tomorrqwnor till |
wish to go.’

16 The Taming of the Shrew
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'Oh, Kate do not be anghsaid Petruchio.

‘| will be angry!" said angry Katharine.d
shall stay as long as | wistihd she turned to
the guests. 'Gentlemen,’ she said. ‘Let us go
forward to the dinnerl see a woman may be
made a fool, if she does not have the spirit to
resist.’

'They shall go forward, Kate, at your com-
mand,' said Petruchio. 'Go, gentlemen, feast as
my wife tells you. But my pretty Kate must go
with me. | will be master of my own wife.

And Kate could do no more. Before she
realized what was happening, she found her-
self riding with petruchio to his home.

17 The Taming of the Shrew
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It was tiring ride, because Petruchio had
chosen the worst roads for their journend
their horses were old and thin. While they were
coming down a steep hill, Katharine's horse fell
down in the mud, with Katharine underneath it.
Petruchio, instead of helping his wife to get up,
began to beat his servant, blaming him for the
horse's fall. Katharine struggled up and tried to
pull her husband away from the servant, and
such a noise and confusion followed! Petruchio
shouted, and Katharine argued, and the serv-
ant cried for mercy; and when they at last grew
calmer they found that the horses had run away
At last the servant caught the horses, and
Katharine_tired and hungrywith mud-stained
clothes-reached her new home. She was quite
sure, by this time, that she had married a mad-
man.

18 The Taming of the Shrew
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And her troubles were not yet ended. When
the servants came out of the house to welcome
them, Petruchio cursed and scolded them all,
and Katharine begged him to be more gentle
with them.

Supper was brought, and Petruchio criti-
cised every dish. He grumbled that the food was
burned and badly cooked, and quite unfit to eat.
Katharine could find nothing wrong with it and
she was extremely hungriut Petruchio would
not let her eat. No, the meat was bad, he said. It
would make her illAnd he threw the food on
the floor
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Katharine was tired out and nearly in tears,
but even when she went to bed she was not
allowed to rest. Petruchio continued to find fault
with everyting in the bedroom. He said the bed
was not fit for her to sleep in, and he threw the
bedclothes on the flooAll night long he shouted
and complained so loudly that Katharine could
not sleep. She did not realize that this was part
of Petruchio's plan to cure her of her angry tem-
pers. He intended to show her how miserable it
was to live with someone who was continually
scolding and grumbling. When she realized this,
she would soon mend her bad-tempered ways;
but, meanwhile, she was very unhappy

20 The Taming of the Shrew
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Next day Petruchio behaved in the same
way- always speaking gently to his wife, but
making everything as uncomfortable for her as
he could. By this time she was so hungry that
she begged a servant to bring her some food;
but he made excuses and at last he told her
that he dare not bring her food without his mas-
ter's orders.

'Did he marry me to starve me?' Ktharine
asked angrily'Beggars who come to my father's
door are given food. But I, who do not know
how to beg, am starved for meat, and tired from
lack of sleep. | was kept awake all night by
Petruchio's shoutingAnd it annoys me most of
al that he pretends to do all this because he
loves me.’
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Just then Petruchio came in, carrying a
dish of meat.

'How are you, my sweet Kate?' he asked.
'See how much | think about your comfort. |
myself have cooked some food for you.'

Katharine did not answer

'No thanks?' said Petruchio. 'What, not a
word? Perhaps you do not like the food?d
he ordered the servant to take the meat away

'No! No! Let it stay! cried Katharine, who
was weak with hunger

'The poorest service is repaid with thanks;
and you must thank me before you touch the
meat," said Petruchio.
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‘| Thank you, sit said Katharine miserably
and Petruchio allowed her to have a little of the
meat. But before she had finished he pretended
to think that she had had enough, and told the
servant to take the dish away

He then sent for a tailor to bring some
clothes which he had ordered for .h€he tailor
showed Katharine a beautiful cap.

'What a cap!" said Petruchio. 'lt is much
to small. It is like a baby's cap! Come, let us
have a bigger one.'

‘I do not wnat a bigger one!" cried poor
Katharine. 'This one is the fashion, and gentle-
women wear such caps as these.'

23 The Taming of the Shrew
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'When you are gentle, you shall have one,
too," replied her annoying husband.

Katharine lost her temper

‘I hope | may have permission to speak,
and speak | will' she cried. 'l am no child, no
baby to be treated like this. Other people have
listened to me, and, if you cannot, you had bet-
ter stop your ears.'

‘It is quite true what you sdy said
Petruchio. taking absolutely no notice of her
words. ‘It is a silly cap. | love you because you
do not like it

‘Love me or love me not,' said katha-rine.
‘| like that cap and | will have it!

2L The Taming of the Shrew
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Take it awaytailor, we do not want it,'said
Petruchio."Now let us see the dress.' He picked
up the dress and examined it. 'Oh, what cheap
material" he went on. 'What in the world, tailor,
do you call thisYou have cut the cloth so badly
that the dress is spoiled.'

'I have never seen a nicer dress,' said
Katharine. 'l admire it in every way

But Pertuchio would not listen to her, and
told the tailor to take the clothes awdgrivately
he told the servants to keep the dress and cap
for Katharine, and to pay the tailor's bill; but he
said to Katharine: "@ll, come, my KateWe
shall have to go to your father's house in the
poor clothes we are wearing now

25 The Taming of the Shrew
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He ordered the servants to bring the
horses, saying that it was now seven o'clock
and they would easily reach Baptista's house
in time for dinner But the time was really two
o'clock in the afternoon, and Katharine told him
Sso.

It will be supper-time before we arrive there,’
she said gently

'You ague with everyting | say! said
Petruchio crosslyAll right. | shall not gotoday
But when | go, the time will be whatever | say it
is.'

Next day Katharine had learned her les-
son and she did not argue with Petruchio about
the time of dayThey set out on horseback to
her father's houseAfter some time they de-
cided to get down from their horses and rest. It
was a lovely morning: the sun was shining, and
there was not a cloud in the sky

26 The Taming of the Shrew
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'How brightly the moon is shining, said
Petruchio.

‘The moon?' said Katharine. 'The sun, you
mean! It is not moonlight naw

'| say it is the moon that shines so brightly
Petruchio repeated.

I know it is the sun,’ Katharine insisted
unwisely

‘Now, by my mother's son (and that's my-
self)," said Petruchio, 'it shall be moon, or star,
or what | please, before | travel to your father's
house.'

‘I shall never be able to please this man!
thought Katharine sadly

‘Let us go forward!" she said to Petruchio.
‘It shall be the moon, or the sun, or whatever
you please. | will not argue with you.'

'| say then, it is the moon," said petruchio
again.
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I know it is the moon," answered Ka-
tharine.

'No, then, you lie. It is the blessed sun,’
said her husband.

'All right, it is the blessed sun," said
Katharine in despairl will agree with everyting
you say

Presently and old gentleman came along
the road, and-to test katharine's new obedi-
ence- Petruchio said to the old man:

'Good morning, gentle ladyThen, turning
to Katharine, he remarked:€ell me truly sweet
Kate, did you ever see a fairer lady?'

He praised the old gentleman's soft, fair
skin, and said his eyes were like stars.
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‘Sweet Kate, kiss this lovely maid, for her
beauty's sake,' he said.

Katharine had really learned her lesson this
time.

'Fair, fresh, and sweet young maid," she
said solemnly to the old man, 'Where are you
going? Where is your home? How happy your
parents must be, to have so fair a child.'

The old man looked at her in great astron-
ishment, and Petruchio said sharply: "Whgw
Kate-l hope you are not mad. This is an old
man, and not a young girl, as you say he is.'

'Forgive me, old father,’ said Kate. 'The sun
was shining in my eyes and | could not see you
properly Please excuse my mad mistake.'
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The old gentleman, wose name was
Vincentio, replied that he was going go Padua,
and he joined them on their journéye told them
he was visiting his son, Lucentio, who was go-
ing to marry Ka-tharine's lovely sister, Bianca.
(Petruchio's friend, the musician Hortensio, had
been unsuccessful with Bianca, but had already
married another woman.)

Katharine and Petruchio and the old man
arrived just in time for Bianca's marriage feast,
and petruchio was delighted to find that
Hortensio was also there with his newly-mar-
ried wife. When the meal was finished and the
ladies had left the room, the men began to joke
with Petruchio about his bad-tempered wife.
Even Baptista said to him sadly: 'Indeed | think,
son Petruchio, that you have married the worst
shrew of them all.'
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'And | say no!" said Petruchio boldi{And
we will prove it. Let each man send for his wife,
and we will see whose wife is most obedient.'
Lucentio and Hortensio gladly agreed to
do this, both being confident of their gentle wives'
obedience. Lucentio first sent a servant to ask
Bianca to come.
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In a few minutes, however, the servant
returned alone.

'My mistress sends you word that she is
busy and cannot come,' he said.

'She is busy and she cannot come! Is that
an answer?' laughed petruchio. But they told
him to wait his turn; his wife would send him a
worse answer

Next, Hortensio siad to his servant:

'Go and beg my wife to come to me,’

'Oh ho! Beg her!" said Petruchio. 'Of course
she will come if you beg her to do so.'

'I am afraid, sir," said Hortensio, 'that your
wife will not come, even if you beg her

32 The Taming of the Shrew
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But Hortensio's servant also returned alone.

'Where is my wife?' asked Hrortnsio in
suprise.

'She says you must be joking,' answered
the servant. 'she will not come. She says you
must go to her

"Worse and worse; she will not come!" said
Petruchio. 'Oh, this is not to be endured!" He
turned to his servant and said: 'Go to my wife
and tell her that | command her to come to me.'

I know what her answer will be," said
Hortensio.

'What will it be?' Petruchio asked him.

'She will not come,’ he answered. But he
had hardly spoken when Katharine's father cried
out in surprise.
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'Here comes katharine,’ he said, looking
at his daughter in astonishment, because
Katharine's manner was neither angry nor ill-
tempered. She went quietly to her husband and
asked him gently: 'What is your will, sir? Did
you send for me?'

'Where is your sister, and Hortensio's wife?'
asked Petruchio.

'They are sitting talking by the fire,
Katharine answered.

'Go bring them here," Petruchio told her,
and Katharine went at once to call them.

'Here is a wonder!" cried Lucentio.

'And so it is," Hortensio agreed. 'l wonder
what it means?'

3L The Taming of the Shrew
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‘It means peace,’ said Petruchio, smiling.
'‘And love, and a quiet life. In sort, it means all
that is sweet and happ#nd if you will wait a
little, 1 will show you more signs of her obedi-
ence.’

Katharine soon returned with the other two
wives, and Petruchio said to her: 'Katharine, that
cap of yours does not suit yotiake it of and
throw it away

At once Katharine took off her cap and
threw it on the ground.

Bianca and Hortensio's wife looked at her
in amazement.

'How silly you are!" they cried. "#&/should
never obey our husbands in such stupid com-
mands.’'

'Katharine," said Petruchio.€ll these fool-
ish women how they should behave towards
their husbands.'
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talked wisely and gently to the other wives about
the duties of a wife. When she had finished,
Petruchio kissed her proudly

‘Why, there's a girl!"' he said.

'He has tamed a shrew!" whispered the oth-
ers.

And Katharine was no longer called the
Shrew She continued to be a loving, kind and
dutiful wife, and Petruchio lived proudly and
happily with hsi own sweet Kate.

T i T
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THE TEMPEST

PEOPLE IN THE STORY

PROSPERO, the real Duke of Milan.

ANTONIO, his brother, who has made
himself the Duke.

MIRANDA, Prospero's daughter.

ALONSO,King of Naples

SEBASTIAN,his brother

FERDINAND, Alonso's son.

GONZALO,an honest old nobleman.

ARIEL, a fairy

CALIBAN, a slave.
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Once, long ago, in the far-away country of
Italy, there was a Duke of Milan called Prospero.
He was a wise and learned mawore inter
ested in books than in ruling his countHe left
the care of political &irs to his brotheAnotonio,
while he himself studied strange sciences and
books of magic.

Antonio, however, was jealous of his
brother He felt that while Prospero remained in
Italy he would always be considered the real
Duke of Milan; andAntonio wanted that title for
himself. And so he and\lonso, the King of Na-
ples, made a wicked plan; they decided to send
Prospero far away from his countrgo that
Antonio could rule Milan in his place.
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One dark, stormy night Prospero was se-
cretly taken prisoner by his enemies and car-
ried down to the sea-shore. His little three-year-
old daughter, Miranda, was taken with him, and
they were put into an old boat which had nei
ther sails nor oarsAntonio had ordered that
they were to take nothing with them- not even
food; he was certain that the old boat would
sink in the stormy seas, and Prospero and
Miranda would be drowned. He did not dare to
murder them in Milan, knowing how greatly they
were loved by all the people.
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There was, however, one kind old man
among Alonso's noblemen, whose name was
Gonzalo. He secretly put food and warm clothes
and water into the boat; and he added some of
Prospero's books, knowing the Duke's love for his
library.

The little boat was pushed out to sea, and
for many hours it rocked helplessly on the
waves. The small Miranda was too young to be
afraid, and she slept peacefully in the bottom
of the boat.
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But Prospero began to doubt whether they
would ever see land agaimt last the storm
ended and the sea was clam once more. Per-
haps Pro-spero's magic had something to do with
it, for he was a very clever man, practised in the
arts of magic. Perhaps the good fairies were watch-
ing over him and his litle daughtéihatever the
cause, when morning came Prospero saw an is-
land in the sea ahead of him, and soon he man-
aged to steer the boat to the sandy shore. He landed
safely and carried the sleeping Mi- randa to a shel-
tered cave; then he returned to the boat to fetch
their clothes and his precious books. Those books
were a great help to him in the years that fol-
lowed.
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There seemed to be no one living on the
island, But it was rich and green, with a plentiful
supply of fruit and vegetables, and fresh streams
of water Prospero decided that he and his little
daughter would be able to live there in happi-
ness and comfort for as long as was neces-
sary He soon discovered, too, that there were
fairies on the island, and he was glad that he
had spend so many years in studying magic.
His knowledge gave him power over all these
strange creatures, the chief of whom was fairy
called Ariel. Prospero foundAriel quite by
chance, when he was walking through the
woods one dayHe heard a voice crying pitifully
from inside a tree, and with his magic Prospero
was able to split the tree opefo his astonish-
ment a pretty little fairy flew out from the centre
of the tree.
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The fairy who said his name wariel,
had a sad story to tell. He had been imprisoned
in the tree for twelve years, through the magic
of a wicked old woman called Sycorax. When
sycorax first came to the islanériel and many
other fairies had refused to obey her, and to
punish them she had imprisoned them all in-
side these trees. Now she was dead, and no
one lived on the island except her yghalf-
mad son, Caliban.
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Prospero freed all the fairies from their
woody prisons, and they gratefully promised to
help him faithfully in anything he ordered them
to do. Prospero then went in search of the ugly
Caligan. He found him hiding fearfully in a cave.
and at first he tried to teach this miserable crea
ture some of his own knowledge. He taught him
the names of the sun and the moon, and fed
him on berries and water and was gentle and
kind to him. But Caliban was wicked, stupid and
ungrateful, and finally Prospero made him his
slave; he had to carry water and cut firewood,
and lived in a little cave by himself.
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And so Prospero and Miranda lived on this
magic island, helped by the fairies and served
by the ugly Caliban, who was more like a wild
beast than a man.

Twelve years passed, and Miranda grew
to be a beautiful girl. In all those twelve years
she had never seen a human being except her
father She remembered nothing of their life in
Milan, because she had been so young when
they left Italy Nor did she know that her father
had once been the Duke of Milan. She was per-
fectly content to live on the island and asked
for nothing different.

L5 The Tempest



80380 ocepﬁo'l% $ 8q€sl Bom Sw:@o:
SO$: ()SO'\) O?)I§ Hepl~lavH GOT@') ?O’)Q)OJ §O’):D@°

o%qu efaq)Ls’a col sramJe:om? mocxg:n$ S

HSmemy: S 8ElonnS
> o]’@l?ﬁ -. 6R3:OY spACCloddi

CS C c o c \
oD 3.')$ Oe0) C\IBO')!DGQJOCDGCL)O'JOCD(‘D- oo 030261

Qo ¢ C cN O "] (Y
O’)%’)§UD®GO’J’JC§, O[§° (7)0 [eplev]ll
[ 'T‘ C < hY
O’gj§e60 02 0OOaDW &O&‘DO’)’)O’J’)C\) (7)§C\) 9
1 °J L ofle
C

<
¥
G 8g€ sl v ooy 8§:0jecricndeoncoa(gd
3 [§s[032032:3 0181 958 rB3003§65E0mM

c N C N
3200CLOD 03(9)61 [C}=]efoplav] C %@’J:(\)OD’J:&)(\)
671 iL J o L [
cQ. ¢ c 9 C N f] . 8 N
DORINDVEAIMONQ BgCP:R0ITNI Q 2 699

S

/

O N b c c < Q
oD OD(Q)COGl O’)O§ OO’)OD(T)@:GU)OC\)&?S 02
I [ o s [T
Q c_ 9 o3 o Q
OJO’)QGlO 20zl UJ’)G@’)CSO D00 S’BO’)C\)O’)Q§
i LI Lt
c N ocC c QC c c
[es]onislaveles] %9J§O’)§2(‘D CD(@)(‘D D0 COOC\)§3
[¢] <] ° L ]

[o]

(Y N co¢c c Q
[eplob]~{ab]]] %(9)61 (9900’)0 O’)®9J§C?§8(7) QC\)$[§L®’38
@" @6§COOSSSU)’)(7%C\) St OD(Q) QODOO’]OD°II

° ° L L @“ L 611 [
(TglégGC\)SGOT(ED G§O(OBEQO'D’DO% %(9) %G§$° C\é:o

C N C c  C '] C o
QGlDQGl G(T)J§OGOJD§CG§O oIl 3 ’)SCO’JC?(JQ

Q_ ¢ C c C Q "]
C\)QJCU)OQ(‘D [=leppleen]>) 9610 jopH |
L LIRS b i

c Ol‘.
oo 59



R
- - _‘_\_:-

And then, one daythere was a terrible
storm. Miranda stood on the shore, watching
the wild waves and the heavy rain sweeping
across the sea, and suddenly she saw a ship
being carried by the strong tide towards the
rocks. In those days there were no steam ships,
and the sails of the ship were torn by the wind
and great waves washed over the decks. Even
above the noise of the storm Miranda could hear
the sailors crying for help.
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'All lost! To prayers, to prayers! mercy on
us!" she heard them ¢rand she ran to tell her
father Surely he, with the fairies to help him,
and with his great knowledge of magic, could
do something to save the ship?

But Prospero did not seem greatly anx-
ious about the fate of the saildte told Mirnada
that all would be well and that no harm would
come to the ship. He himself had caused the
storm: he intended to frighten the people on
board, but they would none of them be drowned,
and the ship, too, would be saved.

'‘But why are you doing this?" Miranda
asked. 'These men have done you no harm.’

Prospero smiled at her sadly
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'Many years ago they did me great harm,
my child," he said gentlyThe time has come
for me to tell you all bout it. Let us sit donw on
this rock while you listen to my staty

So Miranda sat at her father's feet and he
told her bout their life in Milan, and the reason
why they were now living on this lonely island.
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I am still the rightful Duke of Milan; he
finished, 'and now my opportunity has come to
revenge myself on my enemies. They are all on
board that ship rolling in the waveslonso, the
King of Napels, arranged for his daughter to
marry a foreign king and he hired this ship to
carry them across the sea Africa. The we-
ding is over, and they are now returning to Na-
ples. The King's son, Ferdinand, is with his fa-
ther on board; and my brothAntonio and the
King's brother, Sebastian, are also with them.’

Prospero had learned all this through his
strange magic powers, and he had planned the
storm. With Ariel's help he arranged that the ship
should be driven towards the island by the winds,
and that it should seem to be wrecked on the
rocky shore.
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'Nobody will be hurt! he promised his
daughter, 'But they must be punished and made
to regret their unkindness to us both:

Miranda trusted her father and knew that
he would not break his promise to her, so tired
with all the excitement of the storm, she lay
down and went to sleep. Then Prospero called
Ariel to him, for he had more work for him to do.

Ariel had had a very busy morning and he
felt tired and cross. He began to complain to
his master

'What? Is there more work?' he said. 'Don't
you remember that you promised me my lib-
erty if |1 served you faithfully in this matter? |
have brought the ship to the island and now I
want to be free.'
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'The time has not yet come,' Prospero an-
swered. 'Have you forgotten how | saved you
from a terrible imprisonment? Do you want to
be locked in that tree again? If you will serve
me for two more days, you shall be free to go
where you will.'

"That's my noble master!" safttiel grate-
fully. 'What shall | do? SayWhat? What shall |
do?'

Prospero told him to take the shape of a
sea fairy Only Prospero must be able to see
him, but others could hear his voice.

'‘Bring Ferdinand here," Prospero told him,
and Ariel went in search of the King's son.
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Ferdinand had been washed ashore alone,
on one side of the island, and he was filled with
sorrow and despair because he thought that his
father and all the others on the ship must have
been drowned. Suddenly he heard a mysteri-
ous voice singing to him, and the words made
him more miserable still, for the voice was tell-
ing him that his father was drowned, lying at
the bottom of the sea. (This wasiel's idea of
a joke, and rather unkind!) Poor Ferdinand
walked in the direction of the voice, and it led
him on an on through the woods. What was
this strange music? Surely this must be a magic
island!

'Where can this music be?' Ferdinand won-
dered. 'Is it in the air or the earth?'
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¢

Miranda saw Ferdinand walking towards
them, and she was astonished. She had never
seen such a beautiful person and she felt sure
he must be a fairy

'No, he isn't fairy Prospero told herHe
eats and sleeps, just as we do. He was on the
ship, and now he is looking for his father and
his friends.'

Ferdinand looked up and saw Miran-da,
and he was certain, too, that she was no hu-
man being.

'This must be the fairy who was singing
so sweetly he thought, and he asked her if this
was so.

'No, | am human, just as you are,' Miranda
answered, and Ferdinand was greatly astonished
to hear her speak the same language as he did.
Her gentleness and beauty made him lover her
at once, and she, on her side, loved him too.
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This was just what Prospero had hoped
for-that Ferdinand and Miranda should love
each other and wish to marry

'Delicate Ariel! I'll see you free for this,
Prospero promised, delighted. But first he wished
to test Ferdinand, to make sure he was really
sincere in his love for Miranda. So he spoke
angrily to the young man, pretending to think
Ferdinand was an enemide accused him of
being a rival; of wanting to take Prospero's is-
land and rule over it himself. Ferdinand denied
it, and Miranda begged her father not to speak
so roughly to the poor young man; but prospero
took no notice of her
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'‘Come with me!" he said to Ferdinand, 'I'll
make you my prisoner and my slave. I'll chain
you neck and feet togethdtlll feed you on dead
roots and sea wateFollow me!"

Ferdinand was very angrile, a king's son,
to be treated like this! It was an insult! He tried
to draw his sword to fight Pros-pero, but he
found he could not move. prospero's magic
power was too great for him, and Ferdinand
decided that he could best show his love for
Miranda by doing what Prospero ordered him to
do. Miranda felt ashamed of her father's treat-
ment of this gentle young man.
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'‘Be comforted!" she said to Ferdinand. 'My
father is kinder than he seems. | am sure he
will not harm you.'

And so Ferdinand obeyed Prospero's com-
mand and went to the cave. Here he ws made
to cut wood and carry logs, just as Caliban had
to do. But he did the work cheerfully and with-
out complaint; content because he was near
Miranda.

As for Miranda, she could not understand
her father's behaviourlf Prospero knew
Ferdinand to be the son of the King of Naples,
how dare he treat the young man like a slave?
It made tears come to her eyes to think of it.
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Poor Ferdinand looked tired out with the
unaccustomed work, and she begged him to
let her help him.

‘My father is hard at studyshe said.'Pray
now, rest yourself: he's safe for these there
hours.'

But Ferdinand continued to work, and while
he worked he told Miranda how much he loved
her

'My heart files to your service,'he told her,
and it is for your sake that | am this patient
logman.'

‘Do you love me?' Miranda asked.

Ferdinand repeated that he did, and made
her promise to marry him as soon as he could
return to Naples.

57 The Tempest



CoN C
oa@’):o)epemc:qg (9'38§$ G(\):Q@J’J C\eOG«?U)‘J

C C o
030} .. MIGONEQAR. . . PAWVGE0R0
c ¢

o Co ° C
COgs §G.C\DJG§OL 610’)03“ OR(Q)

-2
Cn r

2D

3,
3

o3
3s
C

e85 DS 85"@' »8 ocof)aé[gork\%
§§° L ° ° lLee L O ° l L"a"°
o

o c o C c” o
(7?)]?@ fezi=1op} §9:0)&?({° MO C\DL°
(S
%(9)0’)8@’)0}&)” G’BQLo o0 G(T)Jo%@l@eu o0 (901’)

c o C C ° Q
GC\)’)(D) §D:o']e:ﬂc. oo ll o%wgepoame§ Qe§§’)q
C C c C o ’] C o _C
cQOOD GO’):C’)C:@ﬁC’)C: J(.) OO o o ‘DO’)QJG[
(SR
Or](DOJII
C c O o o

8’]@090)0 033§§ o S’BC\DLOC')L GDO')C\ZI)_O

O’)OSII S’BC\)(SC\)(SG é°\ 20 D (g 69'] O’g

L L ?HCS. iL q L
O’)OSGC\)’)(TC)Q% qﬁ@o%%:qs@o& G@’J@(Y)QC)II

“ O C ° C N c o c.O

M &V GCZq 3OO M 00

L e d L ° aL L [

C ° [ C O o ’] o C o _C C

%08(7) OJCDs?uGSTJO’)aOg’DoU @II O?OJ(D’) ®O’)Sﬂ&7’

C. o C N C C C 9o C
03839@8 OC)C:g wC:?O’JOJQ’)SG’B(\EOO? C\EOG§UDO’7)
9523203(788@’350’] ) ” C\g 0 M 33(@)0%

(] ° L L

Lo L
G@@O')USH

e c < o o 9o Q" o
GJlCCO (7%]«?9(7)‘_ GQ%’)GJ]C\)L“C\)’JL s 0 { QO

e
86]69'] MELEO7Y. - -
N

093§$ [02] ODG?G§$H O')C')OSQJQ%&]OWG@’)EZ?

3

B

[o]

G?OQSC\S (Tcé @%eqoo%eqo&qé: O\E(Q)O’J O‘PEUE
c C c 9 o o C C
C\)(DCDOQOOC\B, O’)O’)GOZ(& %C’) CDOGCO’)C:G@’)@’JZ

§
QO

aoje: 99

3

-C



‘I have never before seen any man, ex-
cept my father,” Miranda said, 'but | would not
wish for any companion in the world except you.'

Unseen by Ferdinand and Miranda,
Prospero had been listening to their conversa-
tion. he felt sure, nowthat Ferdinand was a
good man and would always be true to Miranda.
So he appeared to them again and smiled at
Ferdinand.

'If I have seemed cruel, it was only in or-
der to test your love for each other,’ he said.
‘Now | feel | can trust my daughter to your care,
Ferdinand As soon as you return to Naples you
may marry her
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Ferdinand and Miranda were overjoyed,
and Prospero left them together, saying he had
work to do.

Meanwhile, things had not been going so
well on the other side of the island, where the
rest of the ship's party had been washed ashore,
King Alonso was tired and unhapppecause
he was sure his son Ferdinand had been
drowned. Gonzalo, the kind old man who had
helped Prospero twelve years before, tried to
comfort his King by saying that Ferdinand was
an excellent swimmeiThe sailors had seen the
young man swimming strongly towards the
shore, and Gonzalo was sure that Ferdinand
must have reached land somewhere.
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But Alonso would not be comforted. It
seemed to him that they must have seen the
whole island alreadyas they had searched for
hours; yet they had not found his son.

'No, no, he's gone. He is drowned,' the King
said sadly 'We can search no more. Let us sit
down and rest.'

Prospero's brothgAntonio, and the King's
brother, Sebastian, were with them, and they all
sat down together on the grass. They had been
constantly followed byAriel, who made loud and
frightening noises around them, and their hearts
thirsty and hungrytoo, but they had nothing to
eat or drink, s@Alonso and Gonzalo wrapped
their coats around them and were soon fast
asleep.
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The Wicked Antonio, however was up to
his old tricks. This time he was planning to kill
his former friend,Alonso, and make Sebastian
King of Naples in his place. Here was their
chance!Alonso and Gonzalo were both sleep-
ing peacefully and there was nobody to witness
the crime. But Prospero, through his magic pow-
ers, knew whatAntonio and Sebastian were
planning to do. He semtriel to protect the king,
and to frighten them all so much that they would
be sincerely sorry for their past cruelty to
Prospero and Mirand@riel arrived just in time;
he foundAntonio and Sebastian, their swords
in their hands, standing over the sleeping king.
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And he wakened Gonzalo amdonso be-
fore any harm could be done.

But the king still had to be taught a les-
son, and be punished for past crimes. The puz-
zled men suddenly heard strange and lovely
music, andAriel and the other fairies, dressed
in mysterious shapes, set a wonderful feast
before them. But just as the hungry men were
sitting down to eatAriel changed himself into
a great ugly bird. He flew noisily over the table,
making everything disappear as mysteriously
as it had appearediriel, still in the shape of
the bird, spoke t@lonso, Antonio and Sebas-
tian.
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'You are three wicked men,' he said. 'And
you have been brought to this lonely island be-
cause you are too wicked to live with other men.'

He went on to tell them that this was their
punishment for their cirme against Duke
Prospero, and that only one thing could save
them from death on the island. They must show
sincere regret for their wickdeness, and prom-
ise to lead a better life in future.

Then with lightning flaming round him and
a roll of thunder Ariel disappeared.
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Alonso, Antonio and Sebastian were filled
with fear and sorrowMany violent and terrible
things had happened to them within the last
twenty-four hours, and they knew that the pun-
ishment was a just one. They swore they would
be better men in future.

Then at last Prospero appeared before
them in his magic coat. He thought they had
been punished enought by all they had suffered
since the beginning of the stormt first they
did not recognise him, but when he removed
his magic coat and they saw who he was, they
all begged his forgiveness and asked him to
come back as Duke of Milan.
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Prospero turned télonso.

'Since you have given me back my duke-
dom," he said, 'l will repay you with as good a
thing," and he took him to the entrance of the
cave which had been his home for so long. How
thankful Alonso was when he looked inside, and
saw Ferdinand sitting there with a beautiful girl!
When he was told that the girl was Miranda,
Prospero's daughteklonso begged her fgive-
ness for his former treatment of her father; and
when he heard that Ferdinand was to marry this
lovely girl, his happiness was great indeed.

'Give me you hands," saillonso to the
two young people.
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'And may all those who do not wish you
well suffer pain and sorrow for the rest fo their
lives.'

And now the faithfulAriel led the lost sail-
ors to their King, and they brought the news
that the ship was not wrecked, as everyone had
feared. The next day they all sailed back to Mi-
lan, where Ferdinand and Miranda were married
and prospero ruled again as Duke, to the great
rejoicing of all his people.

Ariel flew with the ship as far as Italyo
protect it from storms, and then he was free for
ever He flew away across the sea, singing hap-
pily:
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'Where the bee sucks, there suck I
In a cowslip's bell | lie;
There | couch when owls do cry
On the bat's back | do fly
After summer merrily
Merrily, merrily shall | live now
Under the blossom that hangs on the bough.'

T i T
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MACBETH

PEOPLE IN THE STORY
DUNCAN, King of Scotland.

MALCOLM .

DONALBAIN } his sons.

MACBETH Generals of the King's
BANQUO army.

MACDUFF, a Scottish nobleman.
GONZALO,an honest old nobleman.
LADY MACBETH.

THREE WITCHES.
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ONCE, many years ago, there was a
Scottish nobleman named Macbeth. He was the
Thane ( or Lord) of Glamis, and a cousin of
Duncan, King of Scotland. Mac-beth was a gen-
eral in the king's armya brave man and a fine
soldier; and at the time the story opens he was
fighting for the king against the King of Norway
and a wicked Scottish Lord, the Thane of
Cawdor In the battle, th&hane of Cawdor was
taken prisoner and the Norwegian king was
forced to surrender; and the victorious Macbeth
returned to the king's palace with his friend and
fellow-soldier, Banquo.
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On their way back from the battle-field,
they had to cross and open treeless stretch of
country called a heath. The day was dark and
stormy but suddenly a flash of lightning showed
three mysterious figures standing in front of the
two men.

‘Who are these, so strange and wild in
their appearance?' said Banquo in surprise. 'They
do not look like human beings.'

The three strange old women stood in
silence, their fingers to their lips, and Macbeth
said sharply: 'Speak if you can. What are you?'
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Now, as banquo had suspected, these
women were not human beings but witches:
strange creatures who had the power to see
into the future, and to speak of matters which
had not yet occurred. The first witch now ad-
dressed Macbeth as 'Thane of Glamis,' but the
second called him 'Thane of Cawdor, 'and the
third made an even more surprising statement.
She said to Macbeth: 0¥ will be King of Scot-
land.'

While Macbeth and Banquo stood
speechless with surprise, the witches turned to
Banquo and said: 8ar sons will be kings, al-
though you will not.And then, with a flash of
lightning and a roll of thunder, the three old
women disappeared.
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Banquo turned to Macbeth in amazement.
‘'Did we really see three mysterious old women?'
he asked. 'Or have we eaten some poisonous
root which has turned us mad?'

‘They said your children will be king,'
Macbeth said slowlyand Banquo added: 'And
you will be king.'

‘And Thane of Cawdor, too," said Macbeth.
‘Didn't they say that?' He shook his head doubt-
fully. 'The thane of Cawdor is still alivénd
how could | never become king? Duncan has
two sons. The old witches must be wrong.'
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But as they stood there, wondering at the
strange words they had heard, two noblemen
came riding across the heath towards them.
They brought the surprising news that King
Duncan, wishing to reward Macbeth for his brav-
ery in battle, had made him Thane of Cawdor, in
place of the wicked Thane who had been taken
prisoner and sentenced to death.

And thus the first words of the old withces
had already come true. Macbeth said softly to
Banquo: 'Do you hope your children will be
kings? It was promised to you by those old
women who said | should bEhane of Cawdor
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Banquo was greatly troubled. He called the
mysterious witches 'the instruments of dark-
ness,' and said that he feared their words. He
felt that Macbeth might tryby wicked means,
to make himself kig; he might have a supersti-
tious felling that it was a natural course, be-
cause the witches had sworn that it would hap-
pen.And Banquo's fears were rigfithe witches'
promise had planted a seed of wicked ambition
in Macbeth's mind, and the influence of their
words is seen in all the events that follow
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Meanwhile, King Duncan wished to show
Macbeth great honour, and decided to visit him
at his castle. Macbeth asked permission to go®’;
home at once, to prepare for the royal visit; but
before he left he palace he sent a letter to Lady
Macbeth, his wife, telling her about the stranbe
witches and how the first part of their promise
had already come true.

Now, Lady Macbeth was a very ambitious
woman, more cruel and determined than her
husband. She at once made up her mind that
Macbeth should become king, and that the
quickest way to achieve this was to murder King
Duncan. Duncan was already on his way to visti
them, and it seemed to her that Fate was on her
side.
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Those ‘instrument of darkness,” so
greatly feared by the honest and noble Banquo,
were already influencing this ambitious woman.

When Macbeth arrived, she at once told
him her plan. she said Macbeth must welcome
the king with great friendiness. 'Bear welcome
in your eye, your hand, your tongue,’ she said.
‘Look like the innocent flower, but be the ser-
pent under itTonight we will arrange his death.'
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Macbeth was filled with doubts, his anx-
ious mind a mixture of hope and febdow could
he murder Duncan, who was not only his king
but his cousin and his guest? But his hard-
hearted wife said firmly: 'All you have to do is
to give him a royal and friendly welcome. Leave
the rest to me.'

The King arrived that evening, and after
a meal he went early to bed. Macbeth, making
one last fight against ambition, said to his wife:
‘We will go no further in this businesghe King
has done me great honour and | cannot deceive
him.'
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But lady Macbeth had made her plans,
and she would let nothing stand in her Wae
you a coward?' she said angrilWill you give
up your chance of becoming king, just because
you are afraid?"

'‘But if we fail...." Macbeth argued un-
certainly

'Screw up your courage to the highest
point, and we'll not fail.' said Lady Macbeth, and
told Macbeth her plan. She would give Duncan's
two guards so much strong wine to drink that
they would become drunk and stupid. Then,
when they were all sleeping, she and Macbeth
would murder the king, and put the blame on
the drunken bodyguard.
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Late that night, when everyone in the
castle was asleep, Lady Macbeth crept quietly
to Duncan's room with a dagger in her hand,
She feared her husband's weakness and was
determined to murder the king herself. But when
she saw him lying there asleep, something in
his reminded her of her father, and she found
she could not kill him. She returned to Macbeth,
gave him the dagger, and told him to do the
deed.

After a few moments her returned to her,
shaking with fright. 'l have done the deed,’ he
cried. 'But didn't you hear a noise?'
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Lady Macbeth tried to calm him, but he
went on: 'Someone laughed in his sleep, and
another cried "Murder!" | thought | heard a voice
cry "Sleep on more! Macbeth does murder
sleep”.'

‘What do you mean?' said Lady Macbeth
sharply and Mecbeth went on, his voice full of
fear: 'l tell you, someone cried "Sleep no more!
Glamis has murdered sleep, and threrfore
Cawdor shall sleep no more; Macbeth shall sleep
no more".'
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'You must have been dreaming,’ said Lady
Macbeth angrily ‘Go and wash the blood from
your hands,And then she noticed that he had
brought the blood-stained daggers with hihy
did you bring these?' She askedouYmust go
back and leave them beside the sleepig serv-
ants, as a witness that they have done this crime.'

‘Il go no more!" cried macbeth wildlyl
am afraid to think what | have done. | dare not
look on it again.'
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e
Infrim of purpose! said his wife. 'Give i
me the daggers.And she went back to . __
Duncan's room to put the daggers on the floor
beside the sleeping servants. .

In a few moments she returned, an
showing Macbeth her blood-stained hands sh
said: 'My hands are of your colour, but | should
feel ashamed to wear a heart so white.'

When the murder was discovered the next
morning, the castle was filled with horror and
confusion. Macbeth, as soon as he was told
the news, went straight to Duncan's room and
killed the two servants, pretending that he did it
because they had killed their ig and master
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| The new of Duncan's death was quickly
r" carried to his two sons, Malclom and Donalbain,
&L and they feeling sure that the servants were
4=l . innocent and Macbeth guilty of the crime, hur-
“a._.riedly left Scotland. Macbeth took advantage
1 of their flight and claimed that they must be :
guilty of the murder and must have paid
Duncan's servants to do the deed. Macbeth was
now Duncan's nearest relative in Scotland, and
therefore heir to the kingdom, and he was
crowned king at once.
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And thus the witches' second promise
had come true; but Macbeth was not yet satis-
fied. The witches had also said that Banquo
would be father to a line of kings, and Macbeth
felt that Banquo and his son were a constant
danger to him. So he and Lady Macbeth ar-
ranged to have a feast for the chief Scottish
nobles, and they invited Banquo and his on to
stay at the castle as their guests. Macbeth then
hired two wicked men to murder them while they
were out riding on the afternoon of the feast
The murders, however, only succeeded in Kkill-
ing Banquo; his son escaped to England, and
many years later there was a line of Scottish
kings descended from him. Thus the third prom-
ise of the witches did, in the end, come true.
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The feast began in spite of the fact that
banquo and his son had not appeared. One of
the murders had returned and told Macbeth
that Banquo was dead, and Macheth was not
greatly troubled by the news of the son's es-
cape. He considered that Banquo had been his
most dangerous enemile knew that his former
friend had strong suspicions about him, having
witnessed the scene with the witches. Now that
Banquo was dead Macheth felt more secure,
and he went in to the feast with a cheerful heart.

When he reached the table, however,
there did not seem to be a place for him. Some-
one was sitting in his chair
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he looked more closelyand saw to his
horror that it was the ghostly spirit of Banquo.
No one else could see the ghost, and when
Macbeth cried out in fear his guests thought he
must be ill. Lady Macbeth encouraged this be-
lief, explaining, 'My lord is often thus, and has
been since his youth." She then took Macbeth
aside and scolded him, with hard and bitter
words, for being such a coward. The ghost dis-
appeared, and Macbeth controlled himself and
sat down at the table.

'‘Give me some wine. Fill my glass! he
said to a servant.
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‘I drink to the general joy of the whole '
table, and to our dear friend Banquo whom
miss.' He held up his glass but once again
face turned pale with horroFhe ghost of Banquo
had appeared again. This time Macbeth could
not control himself, and he spoke so strangely
that Lady Macbeth thought it would be wiser to
ask the guests to leave. Macbeth looked so
wild and strange that she was afraid he might
give away their terrible secret.

After the guests had gone, Macheth de-
cided he would once more visit the three witches
to see if they could offer him any more advice.
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He had gone so far in crime to satisfy
his own wicked ambition; he had already mur-
dered four people_Duncan and his two serv-
ants and Banquo_ and he felt that he could not
turn back now What was done could not be
undone, and he was prepared to kill others in
order to protect his own safetiacbeth was
sure that there was one nobleman, at least, who
suspected his crimes. This was Macduff, the
Thane of Fife. Macduff, too should be killed if
necessary

Early next moring Macbeth set out for
the lonely heath where he and Banquo had first
met the witches. This time the old women gave
him warnings as well as promises. The first
warning proved that this his fears concerning
Macduff were right.
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'You must watch Macdif the Thane of
Fife," they said; but their next words brought
comfort to Macbeth's anxious heart, because
they went on: "du need not feat the power of
man. No man born of woman can harm
Macbeth.'

And lastly they said: ‘Macbeth shall never
be conquered until great BirnaWood to high
Dunsinane hill shall come against him.'
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Dunsinane was a castle surrounded by a
dense forest called Birnanwood, and the
witches' words put Macbeth's superstitious mind
at rest. How could trees uproot themselves and
attack him? The old women must mean that he
would never be conquered!

However, Macheth decided to play for
safety; the witches had warned him against
Macduff, and so Macduff must die. Imagine his
anger, therefore, when he was told on his return
to his castle that Macduff had gone to England
to join Duncan's son, Malcolm. In his anger,
Macbeth sent two evil men at once to Macduff's
castle, ordering them to murder Lady Macduff
and her children.
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Meanwhile, in England, Macduff and
Malcolm were making plans to fight Macbeth,
and when Macduff received the news of the
murder of his family he determined to be re-
venged on their murderer without deldje and
Malcolm marched at once to Scotland with a
strong army to attack Macheth. Many Scottish
nobles had grown to hate Macbeth for his cru-
elty and wickedness, and they joined Malcolm's
army as soon as it crossed the border fromm
England.

Macbeth moved to Dunsinane Castle,
which had strong defences, and gathered an
army together
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There were times when he was almost in
despair Since Duncan's murder he had not
known one moment of peace and happiness,
and Lady Macbheth's mind was failing under the
strain. She had urged her husband to start on
his path of crime; she had driven him unmerci-
fully, her strong will keeping a continuous watch
on his weaker one. Now the strain was proving
too great. Her nights were filled with terrible
dreams.
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And she wandered round the castle in
her sleep, talking strangely and trying to wash
imaginary stains of blood from her handset'Y
her's a spot!" she would cry in despdiwho
would have thought the old man had so much
blood in him?'And then she would talk of Lady
Macduff and Banquo, her poor unhappy mind
filled with a sense of guilt. The doctor could find
no cure for her, and before long she killed her-
self in sorrow and despair
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Macbeth began to realise how empty this
life was. He had hoped to gain so much when
he was king, but he had gained nothing and
lost everything: his friends, his honour, the trust
of his soldiers, and his wife's companionship. 'l
have live long enough,' he thought sorrowfully
‘Those things which should accompany old age,
such honour love, obedience, a faithful army
good friends_ all these things | cannot hope to
have. Instead, | must expect hatred and curses
from everyone.'
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But the news came that Malcolm's army
was near at hand, and Macbeth was stirred to
courage. 'Tll fight them all!" he cried. I' will not
be afraid of death till Birnam forest comes to
Dunsinane.'

He prepared to meet the enenbut be-
fore he had time to leave the castle a messen-
ger came running to him with the most aston-
ishing news. 'As | was watching upon the hill,’
he said, 'l looked towards Birnam, and suddenly
I thought the wood began to move.'
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'You are a liar! cried Macbeth, in terrible
anger 'Such a thing cannot be true.'

But it was true. Malcolm had told his sol-
diers to cut down some of the trees in Birnam
Wood and carry the leafy branches in front of
them. In this way their advance would not be
noticed, and the number of their soldiers would
be hidden from the enemy

96 Macbeth



@ V- 09% o / e
cm m m \MJ%% m GOM
Dcm %cm .CH Cm G
A O TN
cm S 6 8 - 8o 8
m ® cw.ooﬂom._ w.cm =
g € mcm mowww\el,c-w-
G ) og> ‘B v
gy 63 ¢ 8 . g @
cmcm m 3 mowu . cm
B4 < § %83 DL
© 8 8 g8 2 2
€ . 8 mce.o._ﬁmu
D 00 P . %Lme%cm 2 cm cw._
Comeg § o w OO 5
L) s 8@ QW ey g8
(Bl %t 8§ 8
..u_qu - @ o [¢]
mnl w @ m o mo
<% 8§RR3338 %

edmHDHD




The witches had said, 'Fear not till Birnam
Wood comes to Dunsinane,' and now the wood
seemed to be moving towards the castle.
Macbeth began to understand how the three evil
witches had deceived him with their false prom-
ises; but there still remained one more promise:
‘No man born of woman can harm Macbeth.'
Surely there could be no deceit in that?

And so Macbeth, who had never lacked
courage as a soldier, went out to meet the en-
emy He fought with great courage, and his be-
lief in the witches' promise gave him confidence.
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Macduf, leading the enemy armywas
determined fight and kill Macbeth, to revenge
the murder of his wife and children. So when he
saw him, he rushed towards him shouting, Turn,
Macbeth, turn! Macbeth, remembering Lady
Macduff and her helpless children, cried: 'Get
back, Macduff. | have already killed too many
of your family' Macduf, however continued to
attack him, and they fought fiercely

At last Macbeth said: &u are wasting
your strength, Macduff. | have a magic life which
no one of ordinary human birth can take from
me.'

98 Macbeth
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'You can despair of that magic,” answered
Macduf. 'l was not born in the ordinary waly
was taken from my mother by an operation be-
fore the time was due for my birth.'

Then Macbeth knew that the witches had
deceived him to the end. He cursed them bit-
terly, and lost both hope and courage for a mo-
ment. ‘I will not fight with you," he cried to
Macduff.

‘Then surrender, coward!" said Macduff
scornfully 'and we will make a show of you to
everyone, and tell them what a cruel, evil man
you are.'

99 Macbeth
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At these words, Macbeth recovered his
courage and cried: 'l will not surrender to kiss
the ground before young Malcolm's feet, and
be cursed by the common people. Lay on,
Macduff, and cursed be he who first crigtold,
enough!" "’

In the fight that followed Macbeth was
killed, and his strange unhappy life came to an
end. Malcolm was crowned King of Scotland,
and Macduff was made the Earl of Fife as a
reward for his faithful service to his king.

T i i
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