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How to Read Manga (] apanese Comic Books)

Please note that although this comic book has been

translated into English, the original sequencing has
been preserved.

Narration boxes and dialogue balloons must be read
following Japanese conventionthat is, from right to
left.



















You died
for this
country

J—.._
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{57

How can
1 goon
nowy

Mommy,
you
musin‘t

Suu




Aung San,

who led
Burma to
independence,
was
assassinated

| at the age of 32

At the time,
Suu Kyi was
just two
years and
one month




—

i There are

| bronze statues

| of him erected
e near pagodas

At that time,
Japan was at war §
with China, and
in order to cut

off supply routes
to Chinese troops.,
Japan joined
forces with

the Burmese

One of those

3 who underwent
+ this special
training to

win the
independence

| was Shu Maung
| (later known as
Ne Win)

of his homeland [}
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General

‘Aung San is

regarded as

the leader of |
Burmas _
independence
movement |

- : i ’
— g =

To win Burma's
= independence N !3
from British L

colonial rule, - S
he went to Japan | '}
, as one of the
' “Thirty Comrades- ?
' in November 1940
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Under the h"' /
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L Kikan, the
* | Burmese

[} received
| intense
oy military
F. training
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In Bangkok,

the Burma
Independence
Army was
formed, with
the Thirty
Comrades and
the Minami
Kikan at its core

Aung San T
assumed the The

» nom de guerre symbol
Bo Teza e of their
(the “fire struggle

was the

Fighting |
£ renbr = = — | Peacock
- . 8 < ol - RS fiag

commander)

Shu Maung _
R chose the name i
PN Bo Ne Win
L \ (*shining sun

i | commander)

- ;md became
= " one of the
w heroes of the

independence The BIA

| struggle defeated

- the British

PETE L g | Foroes and
SRR [ SR | captured

the Burmese |
capital,
Rangoon



In 1943,
Japan
imposed

military rule

over Burma

Then, in 1945,
when Japan

| was on the
verge of
defeat, he led
the revolt

Iln responsc, he
established secret

contacts with the
Allicd forces and
awalted the day |
when he could
rise up against

the Japanese

e
{ The military
{ police ruled with

Thiswasafar 1§/ o 1 Fiid
cry from the W, an
] independence Vo
Aung San had e ,,: F e
hoped 10 TR
achieve for his | i//
1 A
people |
| \ 7 |
| .rf I



After this,
Aung San

with the British

played a leading
role in negotiming

However,
he passed away
without ever
wilnessing

the birth of

the Republic of
the Union of
Burma

Suu Kyl,

Aung San's

only daughter,
was born

in Burma, a
country in a
state of upheaval

He concluded the
| “Aung San-Atlece Pact
with Labour Party
Prime Minister
Clement Atlee, with
the goal of winning
Burmas complete
independence

i Four days

afier a
victory
parade
was held on

June 15, 1945
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This weekend [,
or next I will go This is because

into town to do | [she does not
SO hmlppins. want me to
Would you like | |behave in a

to come with way that would
me? bring shame to
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This afternoon
we're going
into town
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we're going
into town

This afternoon

Yes. Did
you have

I need to buy
T- some material
today | for the festival
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S0 youve T ' I r’ '

broken
your
promise to

your /

{ I thought
. I would be

able 1o join
them...

4

You said we
might go
shopping
next week

-\‘ -

But in the
end, you
didnt keep
your word to
vour friends,
did you?




You must

say so

clearly
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Its better

not to

make them
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If you lie
like this,
you will
dishonour
your father

It may be difficult to
say no sometimes,

but it is shameful to
make promises and
then not keep them




1 will do my —

best to be a pure %‘:

and noble n :
b
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In the end, fi-é;'i ?* "ih’ 8
we fought T % (e
together,

and Burma won
its

Indrprndm:j( <

T i:
AN

N AR
The country that

But Britain
colonized your
country in

e gl

Father left behind

has come under L

the dictatorial “{ Three
rule of the | years

Burma Socialist : [ after ;
| Programme Party | { leaving
| Burma

i Y a
B There is T
e T R d - "
5 1 nothing .
T o] Icando |,
iy & A e
_"" b ‘

%
I belicve that someday "‘_.'!.

I will be able 1o use
my cducation for

the good of my country

No matter where [ go in
the world, 1 will never
forget that | am the

daughter of Aung San!
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First-year
students

have to
live in a
dormitory




I'll have to do

From now on
cYe I
by y ‘m"ﬂ_ e /) e Il be living on










Except for
classical
music, L...




Were living

But it scems Youve come all in the
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4
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| hit
it
off
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Sorry, but
I have 1o

write a

report this
weekend

Besides, 1
really shouldnt |
be going oul
alone in the
evenings with )

But if you

just go around / I'm sure

doing whatever ' Anne and John

vou like, you think I'm too j

NCever grow up strict about .-
how I live my life ‘1

P

F
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Absolutely!



to Oxford University.



’

\¢ 4
Its difficult '
at first, but

once you get
the hang of it, l

its lots of fun
i 3 % ", !‘ I IF -
: S

Boating on the
river. It's very

popular in
the summer
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Suu Kyis q,:. Y ' ; =

student life at Jr »

Oxford was . ! [ t

over before 4

she knew it =y ST Ir:

' | )\\ e : :
e A0 BN
S During this time, |
But her i she made many
convictions | Andfora  close friends
never =5 while, she  from Asia
wavered went oul and Africa
with a

She was op
of her class
in India;

at Oxford,
she placed third

graduated

from
Oxford
University



youliketo 1970
have dinner New York

with me this
evening? United Natons







>

America is
the worlds
greatest
capitalist
nation. Irs a
melting pot
of all kinds

of people,

He is fighting
against racial
discrimination

and is openly
opposed (o

the war in Vietnam.

I think you
are familiar
with

Rev. King,

During the day,

Dear Michael,
Thank you for
your ketier,

1 have settled
into my work
here.

1 work at the
UN Headguarters,
and in the
cvenings |
volunicer at a
hospital for

the poor.




As a leader of

Americas civil
rights movement,
he received the
1964 Nobel Peace
Prize for
advocating
non-violemt
resistance,

1 have heard him compared
. to Mahatma Gandhi,

SagE My father, the greatest leader of the

s Aung "ﬁ.m- ’ Indian independence
mnq.mim:l P | struggle, whom | admire
rule by ’ : ey | immensely.
force ; == i

o ol
However,
I despise

violence.




p—
|
e Nothing
e by force comes of
only gives rise 10 1| violence. o

war and causes
people 1o suffer.

' B i

Like in Burma today . ..

Michael,

I believe
At that time, it is my destiny
1 hope that 10 return (o

you will not Burma someday.
stand between

mwe and Burma.

my

I love you
| with all
my hcart.
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| 1t was her ! .
| nature 1o apply ! | Their second son, Kim,
'

| herselfl | was born, and Suu Kyi
| learned o cook and

| completely o a
| task once she sew, becoming the

| had made up N : .| model of a good wife
f: her mind 1o do it \ . Sy . .| and wise mother

L

well, h‘.‘( rﬂ'ﬂ' Kyoto, 1985
|




| By

e < I

I am writing a

Perhaps = biography of Thats Youre
you wouldnt my father, and | right. his

mind if | ——r have come My name daughter?
asked a fewn ‘,v' vp,ul to gather is Suu Kyl

questions s information

-

?.I

about him

| R
Suu Kyi came
she staved | to Japan with
at Kyoto her son Kim to
International . research her
House Y fathers life

While she
was there,
she had a
stanling
experience
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The ordinary people
are living in poverty,
while those at

the top have
everything

The reason is that
Ne Win, who served
under your father,
is manipulating the
government for his
own advantage

Do you
know
about the
situation
in Burma
now?

Vi

.

At university and
here in Japan,

I have been
following in his
footsteps

Someday 1 will
refurn to my
country




But what can a

powerless
woman like
me do?
/ a"’fl | \
' A\ '
/4 ff 0\ t':\
| ¥ El I\




B % /4
In June 1986 w\\%«\ /
L] 4.“{-‘.,_\_‘5
Suu Kyl left H"‘-‘E-_____ Plcase F—
Japan to — tell me,
return to her —— father

husband in




Do you think it
will be all right
for you to return
to Burma to check
on your mothers
eye condition?

¥ y s

o h; /1’\ £

‘l'
1
|




Ma Suu Kyl













A country in the

It is the setting

has designated it
one of the worlds
Least Developed
Countries

of the famous
novel and film,

The United Nations  “The Harp

of Burma-




waiting
for their

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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...........
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by nature




Everyone
wanis to
listen to it

Why cant
we even
play our
cassette?

You kids

should go
home and
g0 to bed




J I'll teach
you to shut
up when |
tell you to

shut up!

It started with
an argumeent
involving
somme students

from the Rangoon
Institute of Technology

e
——










The trouble

did not
end there

The wounded who
were carried o the
hospital were denie
treatmoent, under
orders from the
government

| According to a

| government

I stalement, the Lon |
| Hiein (riot police)

| shot and killed 7

I people and wounded
| 30 others




™

It 1 We cant
to fight ; just stand by
Dackt | & -\ and watch this

5
=¥

Institute of
Technology

.,




The students

marched to
the Rangoon
However, on the Institute of
way there, they Technology
; were stopped by carrying
the Lon Hiein, the Flghling
who had taken up Peacock flag
position on the

White Bridge, an
embankment on
the shore of

Inya Lake

The Lon Hicin
flired directly
into the crowd

Some of the
girls were
assaulted, ' Some of the
their jewelry protestors fell
| snatched into the lake,
away while others
| were beaten ‘

and carried




Their bodics
were cremated, |
| and no record
| was kept of
their death

-

The public and
the international
community

won't be silent
about this

Do vou
think we
may have

- ol
gone 100 AR
far? '

|||||

e . Hmm
] .‘ - -
l....

L

-------
-------
|||||||

--------
........
........

.........

This has
beecome
a rcal

problem

‘ Fear and intense

Hundreds of
students died
that day, some
of them
suffocating 1o
death in prison
vans

anger filled
peoples hearts
when they heard




But will that
be enough 1o
seitle things
down?

Lets announce that
the authorities

are investigating
the Sandar

Win incident

I'm concerned
= about the
Rangouon
University







Maung, this
is not just
my opinion




It was three months
afier she had returned to
3 Burma o care for her mother










The authorities have
decided that it is necessary
to put the question of
whether we should have a
one-party system or a
multi- party system to a
national referendum

resigning are
President San
Yu, Joint
General
Secretary U
Scin Lwin . ..

Morcover, lor

reasons of age, [~ ﬁf"
| have decided to | = Ne =
step down as e Win s




-

r

But even if he retires,
Ne Win will probably
still be pulling

the strings behind
the scenes




Note : Burmas three-month-long rainy season lasts
from July to October

However, afier
Ne Win stepped
down, he appointed ll was as
Scin Lwin, the i
Butcher of Rangoon, if a ¢ d

L as chairman I'I ;_](l f;_[] l(f n

referendum
was called

a3
3
," # y : _ o

1 throughowt \. .':1". A o proples
'_:thrmumr)*

rescnimeni

| Burmas
rainy

People season
relrain froim
unrestrained
bhavior and
monks are deep
in meditation
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From that point
o, countless
visltors came

1o see her

;.‘.'

]




A massive general

strike was held o

show the people's

opposition o : | M S

the government - o, o1 1 NS
o

E I-tu ™
a.,;ﬂﬁi el




into the crowds o 2y
indiscriminmely. B89




¥ Enraged citlzens
went on the

L rampage,
lynching police

\1

The government
made an
| announcement




is than we siill
dont know
what the
governmenit
will do next
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To be

honest,
I dont know
if I can do it

People
want me
to be like

Dont
worry
Do what about
you me
think is
best




Nobody
knows what
is or isnt
possible in
this situation




N

W K/

— 77
\.:. “
== You gave

== everything

— vyou had

for the sake

of Burma

Wi

He would
have been
able to
tell you



P

| August 24

Maung Maung
L announced
plans to hold
a national
referendum

At the
same time,
in front of
Rangoon
General
Hospital,

a speech
was being
given

L

89

I know
what I must do,
but I dont
know if I have
the courage

or conflidence
o do it




Aung San
Suu Kyi's

S Jt —
|










\ mnoneed for 5 .
-\ anational
. referendum! -
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Unrest

Former Prime

made a
misguikdcd
attempt to
reclaim his
lost political
leadership

Minister UNu | .

I -ili
!“ l
.|=! 1 {EH
':Hr- n

‘ I







is behind this

== ”
r—— >

F%{;{yuw\\\\ﬁ‘&%

ey

t_ I:. I g

:::::

~_';'}1:t' : The coup detat
:r r."-{_"": did not overthrow

WE the current
ElpNes regime, but
P, propped it up
[] 8

The newly formed The military
State Law and Order continued firing
Restoration on civilians
Council (Slorc) changed Indiscriminately

the countrys name
to the "Union of Burma”

99



On Scptember 27,
Suu Kyl formed
a new party,
the National
League for

racy

Huge crowds
gathered to hear
‘Aung Sans
young. beautiful
davghter










LJ- Daw
Quu

If you don't put
something in
your mouth,
youwll collapse




Sorry?
Did you
say
somecthing?

I miss

life in |

London |
r

S

s Mother!! .f i December 27 ’ _|
7, P W <l
Vi _ 8 3 ah) LSS

105
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"); [ Sun Kyis

' husband and
/ sons, and her

| older brother,
1 Aung San 0o,
[ | came
immediately 10
attend
the funeral

_L.
!

| More than a
3 million people
| joined the

| funeral

* 1| procession 1o |
ﬁ pay their
respects to
Khin Kyi

106



Evervone,
I would
like her
parting
to be 'k
\ = Keep
- ""' : the peace
3 and don't
make a
disturbance
Watch
over us
from
heaven
——
So that i
a new \helhyl ) 1 promise
sihsen 2 | will keep
begin my word to
for our the people
country of Burma




trying to
hold onto

O a campaugn
trip to the Irrmwaddy delta




The government
was tightening
its grip

day by day

It unilaterally
declared

the country's
name to be
‘Myanmar







It will strengthen










Even if we win
the election,
as long as

Ne Win

is around,

the oppression
will inevitably

continue




July 19

The National League
for Democracy
planned to hold a
massive peaceful
nll} to :nlrk










For
attempling
1o create
division
betwoeen
| the army

, and the

Aung San
Suu Kvi

You have
been placed
under house
arrcst for
one year
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Chapter 3: Absence of Truth
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Ixji

we'll let him
meet her and
get him 1o
persuade her
to end the
hunger strike

121
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Yes, | would like
would | 1o request daily

medical checkups
for my wife




VTTEL YRR 1

el
|Illi'JI ||'|Tn"4.]|‘ | ‘||II i
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ity

letﬁl \
. " But to do

that,

| kil we must
come to

some

sort of

agreement

AT
|

Until you
meet this
demand,
she will
not end
her

hunger

If 1 could,
1 would
like to
bring this
hunger
strike







With courage
1 and conviction, J
- T will get
. through this

When 1 think of
the others who
are in prison,

I don't feel that
I am suffering
so much

That is because

I know there

are people close
to me who are
giving me strength

e

Because

I have you

by my side,

1 can fight on

with peace
of mind

N

Yo L ‘r!




Suu Kyi finally
reached an

mwﬂh




But as long as
I'm here,

Ne Win

will know
that I have no
intention of

I have no
way of

knowing
what's
happening
outside

Michael and
her sons
‘ returned o

England




We'll give him

Christmas.

Suu Kyi to

two weeks for 4

g0 into exile {fl
/’

|.-Hpmm:lr government

-,

headguarters

//

i
i

Weve issued
a visa o
Michael Aris
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very popular
with
the students
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We can
even allow

If we win this

election fair and foreign
square, our Joucnstts
international into the
critics will ——

be silenced




A} T 7]

We wont
allow anyone
S o come
S between the
people and
the patriotic
Vote for
a just
victory!!

We won't
{  allow the
t neo-
| colonialists

1 to lead the
| country

Election day

May 27, 1990

| Strict

| regulations

| were

imposed |

| on |
campaigning|

| activitics

It was forbidden
to defame the
state or the
government, and
candidates were
subjected to
censorship by

the authoritics !
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| shown their support

Y continued to resist

The people had
for Suu Kyi, who

even when she had
been silenced and




But the door
to democracy

did not open

v

R —
Parliament
must be

Until this convencd
has been to draft
accomplished, a2 new

there will be constitution
no handover

of power

We just want to
ensure that its
done in the
right manner

P

i -

P A

i

Kyi Maung,
its not that
we don't want
to hand

over power

146
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Japan, which had

provider of aid 10

the military regime
to take advantage of

development in
the country




Monks resisted
by refusing
o eceive
alms from
the military

This strike
was also

Days lter, five |
imembers of the
NLDs central |
cxecutive l
¥

Negotiations
broke down |

commitice,
including

Kyvi Maung.

were arresied |

Afer this, the
military tightened
its control over
the citics

Persecution of
the NLD increased,
and in Mandakay,
anti-govermnent
demonstrations

were pul down

with deadly lorce




Burma had

bl‘fl'lpl .
completely
silenced In
| predominanthy
| Buddhist
1 Burma, even
|' monks can be
But killed or
| arrcsted for
S resisting the
govermment
|Il‘;‘I
P 4 Daw
o \ I.'rl Suu |
' \
Theres K —
no point | \| }
going on -
like this |

L3 .._‘_ J

to their

demands

and leave

the country
?










.-;I;
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| But the
.| white gate
of the
home near
Inva Lake
did not

open

They
continued
to travel

In 1991,

the Myanmar
government
met with

Sou Kyi's family
and agreed

to acquit her of
some of her
political crimes

They were

permitted to
| meet her for
the first time
intwoand a

. half years

.



But through
this silence,
she
continues

to speak to

all of us
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