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Introduction

“What did you eat for lunch today ?" Mister asked
me, breaking a long silence.

“l had chicken and salad, " I said, surprised.

"Alone?"

"No, I met a friend. "

“How much did it cost, for both of you?"

“Thirty dollars.”

Mister didn’t like that. “Thirty dollars,” he
repeated. " For two people. You know what [ had
fer lunch?”

"No."

“I had soup. Free soup from a shelter and
I was glad to get it. You could feed a hundred of
my friends for thirty dollars, you know that?"

Michael Brock, a rich lawyer, listens to Mister for
one redson and one reason only. Mister has a gun.
But the next day he thinks about what Mister
said. For the first time ever, he thinks about poor
people—people who have no homes and not
enough to eat.
And it changes his life.



John Grisham is a best-selling writer whose books
sell all over the world. He was bom in Jonesboro,
Arkansas in 1955 and studied law at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi. He became a lawyer, but in
1984 he began to write. His first book was A Time
to Kill (1989). His second book, The Firm, be-

came a best-seller and made him famous. All his.

books have now been best-sellers and six of them
have been made into movies. They are all Penguin
Readers. :

John Grisham lives with his family in
Virginia and Mississippi.

g$0adqd

gjénqéﬂémé r;cpf::za@a@: mcq:mmm@cmn’s
(864 n opel oozplgP:00pd mepmé3(on: eepéigapopdi
.3 TomE:aodgedud i3 0a¢ op99-2493
cg:g::é@: uggﬁmgg:ﬁc\gcgé pUEILRD Gﬂ?m:ﬂéuﬁt
380 992025 ¢ e563: [3600dea500p: opAG-950
craﬁ mn% mmécq:m:%:‘;éu :?G‘ﬁ voowsd: BIFPOYD
A Time to Kill (1989) @5@5 i a@@'ﬁ ?crcﬁmt;@'ma m:ar?ﬁ
The Firm 2005 eepéizaeomc:ap: 005030 [Bdon
3[8: ap 7o0: codgpremplomopicesel i 0@ enpdmia):
(The Pelican Brief, The Client, The Chamber, The
Rainmaker, The Runaway Jury, The Partner, The Street

Lawyer, A Pointed House, The Summons &¢ egoma:c00b
The King of Torts) anéma@nné:;@: mz?f:qp: E&ﬁé@@:
L~ -] T [ ¢ £ € o € e
wé:BBend efEondndy 9oqcmld §odmreodayd
3[8: [edoopdn woé:enms 3e0:cd:390: Penguin Readers
onmbgp:3a(ud 00OHG000:EN I
gioaBadoopd opell Sovigadsecy oafifiurrged
opadopé csadéogad §200n



GabperoSing e nyeam:
gyerodap: opodeoqflict qpSguSqjabol iy offc
Sooph §Eearamecoy cobgpie o e

oqqeb §iaops saoxeaipfats (abridge) qpeoodean saapooft .

conpliay conplioogpracsfit exapeq 200 9634 g000 B
B ot 005gitap Bodoosndorph wiched meof
(o) ¢ 32005 (B) 08 2005905eqaSeofridloopd qpSgeSeyay
2808002005gbiapS, ofronndomcecass agofogups
oobga$ 8oboenconcocqué [96daopbe

A} B coplioy coplroogprrium

(bilingual) erefypiod oosonSfEl: [gbdaoph maoguenfryx
o§oopben oferedoopS 3dcBbencust 328c8Gemn copa
el scxSoogh socorbofnsoby A coRpoox
(prog i@l Gbdoogss B o
D O e R
B> B8] co¥aonidoogd copooayepimcsfaf ocoedls
3240860020090% 0cdgd) 88e mcopdEebing wof0bdh
$recoph walcor eamopimaobyp copfdin 3delh-
e soorffbon abeSi-Glen BB speg
o501l By 88T oobggarcopSiaogSel amoofgied
qodo3el gego} §EipBeapeand cfegand (Vocabulary)
1o} 9052010k g0337500p8 cgavopqpioeogah wbeSs
ool fruSop 328c8benmeqraacon ogbonay frorcocey
R §freowgl exxpborbard [36dopts
Q

codeolmn 69,64

“%cs cscouSen alyp: 9203,02:92005” egorm
:t:m;@?cmé Bodadodesuad [B3c30hqé: coio30d8 I

“[Bedood, 3gedapos e0:donud” 0y Hant
ag0iea0n (R1$G0YM soreedndaopse

“mdsumoicdoon:”

“enodogu Sodesgadeunnsy, f8: exdomul”

“Binoged mudsernad ryo€da0cdt acqpioy,
sdcurmdosmoymdeu]”

“salcon ad:soudol”

vgora3p5 Bm i} osomenmjeqt “4deuond
oomopad ealax oisoudod” 9pm oode) efgrefod
o1 “og 86005 e couSennd 9§, eidorudfor slqp:
234, 00" .

“0o80log:”

“og§eond gogodienidoncdi gopoopdecy Jojep
&Sa0om meomneviol gdfgoden]i e§pa33: gd[god
canndqomnd mgéeond 0&:o0oeoBr ealeon oisouds,
opi§ 60754, 8odesg ordepenrday eogieg:gconud alo}
aéqp: asri]_m:"



§|6:007e$2207 6§),6§00EUNNS[EE0) §MIMLS
srcxphoond ocnbedpton ogon dipeyongieh
WWJEG@EE:@EIM&H ma@né:mmé: mé?mé:uéu
6gomRE 6204050980005 §escuoapdn

:1%@:1}5 qu:ngmicq._naé ©go c@:@r;m oo
0D oy mé:m:@éamél mﬁctgpnaﬂ?c umaa@:m%@
wfed opoupd cyoepBoey er:opIaBEMefimean
mé:é‘piqp:aaa@né: mg:cﬁt‘ragméu

degrndogt ddaleog:comed:on:cinddsc:om apel

o3 {m&:cﬁ 2FIGOGU :uéu

Chapter 1
Mister

The old black man got into the elevator behind
me. He smelled of smoke and cheap wine and life
on the streets without soap. His beard and hair
were half-gray and very dirty. He was wearing
sunglasses, and a long dirty coat hung down to his
knees.

He looked fat, probably because he had all
his clothes on. In the winter in Washington the
street people wear all their clothes all the time.
They can’t leave any of their clothes at home,
because they don't have a home.

The old man didn’t belong here. Everything
here was expensive. The 400 lawyers in the
building, who all worked for Drake & Sweeney,



The Street Lawyer

were paid an unbelievable amount of money. I
knew that because I was a Drake & Sweeney
lawyer myself.

The elevator stopped at six. The man hadn’t
pushed an elevator button. When [ stepped out
and turned right, he followed me. I pushed the
heavy, wooden door of a big meeting room. There
were eight lawyers at the table inside and they all
looked surprised. They were looking behind me,
so [ turned. My friend from the elevator was stand-
ing there. He was pointing a gun at me.

“Put that gun down,” said one of the lawyers
at the table. His name was Rafter. He was a hard
man in courtroom, maybe the hardest lawyer that
Drake & Sweeney had.

Suddenly, a shot hit the ceiling. Rafter’s
eves opened wide and his mouth shut.

"Lock the door,” the man said to me. I locked
the door of the meeting room.

“Stand against the wall.” We all stood against
the wall.

The man took off his dirty coat and put it
carefully on the large, expensive table in the center
of the room. He had five or six red sticks around
his waist, tied there with string. [ had never seen
dynamite before, but they looked like dynamite to
me.

The Street Lawyer

I wanted to run and hope for a bad shot
when he fired at me. But my legs were like water.
Some of the lawyers were shaking with fear and
making noises like scared animals.

“Please be quite,” said the man, calmly. Then
he took a long yellow rope and a knife from the
pocket of his pants. “You,” he said to me. “Tie
them up.”

Rafter stepped forward. “Listen, friend,” he
said, “what do yvou want?”

The second shot went into the wall, behind
Rafter’s ear.

“Do not call me ‘friend,

{51

said the man.

“What would you like us to call you?" I
asked him, quietly.

“Call me ‘Mister."”

[ tied the eight lawyers with the yellow rope.
One of them, Barry Nuzzo, was my friend. We
were the same age, thirty-two, and we had started
at Drake & Sweeney on the same day. Only our
marriages were different. His was successful and
mune wasn't. He had three kids. Claire and I didn’t
have any. I looked at Barry and he looked at me.
I knew we were both thinking about Barry's
kids.
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Mister pointed at the dvnamite around his waisi.
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We could hear police cars outside and noises
as the police entered the building. Mister pointed
at the dynamite around his waist.

“1 pull this,” he said, “and we die.”

For a second we all looked at each other,
une white boys and “Mister.”

I thought of all those terrible shootings you
read about in the newspapers. A crazy worker
returns to work after lunch with a gun and kills
everybody 1n his office. There had been kil ings
at rast-food restaurants and playgrounds, too. And
those dead people were children or honest work-
ers. Who would care about us? We were lawyers.

Time passed

“What did you eat for lunch today?” Mister
shed me. breaking a long silence.

He spoke clearly and, from the sound of his

oice, he had had a good education. He hadn’t
vs been on the streets.

“I had chicken and salad,” I said, surprised.

“Alone?”

“No., I met a fnend.”

“How much did it cost, for both of you?”

Thirty dollars.”

Mister didn't like that. “Thirty doliars,” he

repeated. “For two people. You know what I had

for lunch?”

LA
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“No."”

“I had soup. Free soup from a shelter and
I was glad to get it. You could feed a hundred of
my friends for thirty dollars, you know that?"

“Yes, Mister.”

“Call your boss.”

There was a phone on the table. I called
Arthur Jacobs. Eight hundred lawyers worked for
Drake & Sweeney around the world, but at seventy-
nine Jacobs was the oldest of the partners here in
Washington. He answered at the first ring of the
phone. )

“Mr. Jacobs?”

“Michael! Are you OK?”

“Wonderful.” 1 said.

“What does he want from us?”

I spoke to the man: “What do you want,
Mister?”

“Soup with bread,” said the man. “Get it
from the shelter at L Street and 17th. They put a
lot of vegetables in the soup there.”

~ “One soup with bread,” I said into the
phone.

“No," said the man. “Get soup and bread for
all of us.”

“Mr. Jacobs...” I said.

6
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“1 heard. I can hear him. A shelter for street
people does carryouts?”

“MTr. Jacobs. Please just do it. He has a gun
and dynamite.”

[ put the phone down.

“You,” said the man. He was talking to me.
“What's your name?”

“Michael Brock.”

“How much money did you earn last year?
Don’t Le™.

I thought quickly. I didn’t lie. “A hundred
and twenty thousand.”

He didn’t like that. “How much did you give
0 poor people?”

“I don’t remember. My wife does that.”

“Thank you, Mr Brock.”

Mister pointed the gun at the other lawyers.
He asked all of them the same questions. Nate
Malamud, the only partner in the room, earned
more than a million dollars.

“More than a million?” Mister said to him.
“1 know you. You walk past me when I sit on the
sidewalk every moming. You never give me any
money. Why can’t you help poor people, homeless
people””
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Nate was a big man with white hair. He had
been with Drake & Sweeney for thirty years. He
was red in the face with embarrassment now. “I'm
sorry,” he said.

“Who did the eviction?” said Mister, sud-
denly. And again, “Who did the eviction?”

Nobody spoke. None of us understood him.
But Mister wasn't looking for an answer. He looked
out the window. Maybe he was thinking. Maybe
he was dreaming. Maybe he was watching the
police out there.

Our soup and bread arrived half an hour
later. There was a knock on the door and some-
body outside shouted through the door, “Your
food.”

Mister shouted back: “If I see a policeman
out there, I'll kill these men.”

Then he pointed the gun at my head. The
two of us walked slowly to the door.

“Unlock the door and open it very slowly,”
Mister said.

There was nobody outside. The food was on
the floor, near the door.

As 1 stepped outside and bent down to pick
it up, I heard a shout: “Stay down!” A policeman
stepped quickly out of the office opposite and shot
Mister through the head.

8
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Mister fell without a sound, and my face
was covered in blood. Whose blood? Mister was
lying on the floor. Half his head had gone, but the
sunglasses still covered one eye. His hands were
nowhere near the dynamite.

Policemen came running from all the offices.
“Are you hurt.?” one of them asked me.

I didn't know. I couldn’t see. There was
blood on my face and shirt and a liquid that, I
discovered later, was part of Mister's brain.

&



Chapter 2
DeVon Hardy

A policeman led me to the first floor of the build-
ing, where friends and family and doctors were
waiting. The doctors crowded around, but where
was my wife? Six hours in a room with a gunman,
and she hadn’t come to see me. It was funny really
because my wife, Claire, was a doctor herself, at
one of the biggest hospitals in Washington.

I'lay on a table for ten minutes while doctors
examined me to make sure I was all right. Then
my secretary, Polly, arrived. There were tears in
her eyes as she put her arms around me.

“Where’s Claire?” I asked her.

“I called the hospital. She’s working.”

10
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Polly knew there wasn’t much left of the
marriage.

“Are you OK?” she asked.
“I think so0.”
“I'll take you home.”

[ was pleased someone was telling me what
to do. My thoughts came into my head slowly. It
was like I was under water.

We left the Drake & Sweeney building by
2 back door. There were police cars everywhere
and ambulances and television vans, even a fire
ruck.

“I'm alive! I'm alive!” I realized, smiling
for the first ume. “I'm alive.” I looked up to
heaven and said a very big “thank you.” When I
got home to our apartment on P Street in
Georgetown. Claire wasn’t there.

I sat in the empty apartment and thought
about her. We had met the week after I moved to
Washington. | was just out of Yale with a great
yob. She came from one of America’s oldest fami-
bes. We were in love, we got married.

But Drake & Sweeney make you work very
hard the first year. | worked fifteen hours a day,
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six days a week. I saw Claire on Sundays and we
went out together when I wasn’t too tired.

For the last five years I had worked about
200 hours a month. That’s eight hours every day
for six day with two or three hours on Sunday.

But young lawyers at Drake & Sweeney
don’t complain about long hours. Fewer than one
in ten become partners, and everybody wants to
be that one in ten because you earn at least a
million dollars a year.

Claire was good about it for the first few
months, but then she got tired of having a husband
who was never there and [ didn’t blame her. There
are a lot of divorces at Drake & Sweeney. Long
hours at work, each hour paid for by a client, are
more important than a happy wife.

By the end of our first year together, Claire
was unhappy and we weren’t talking together very
much. She decided to go to medical school and
I thought that was a great idea. Drake & Sweeney
were telling me that I was a possible future partner.
I just had to work even harder. When Claire was
studying, I didn’t feel so guilty about that.

But Claire didn’t just study. She worked
unbelievably long hours. She had decided she
wanted to be a great doctor. Soon we were playing

12
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a crazy game called “I-can-work-harder-than-you.”
And another game called “my job is more impor-
tant than your job because I'm a doctor/lawyer.”

My boss, Arthur Jacobs, of course, was on
my team. He had become a partner in Drake &
Sweeney at the age of thirty. The youngest ever
partner. And he would soon be the oldest ever
working partner. The law was his life. All three
of his divorced wives could tell you that.

I woke up suddenly. I had fallen asleep in
an armchair at the apartment and Claire was sitting
in a chair next to me.

“Where were you today?” I said.

“At the hospital.”

At the hospital? Nine of us are in a room
with a crazy man and a gun for six hours. We get
lucky and escape. Eight families come and see
their relative because they're interested in whether

or not he’s alive. And how do I get home? My
secretary dnves me.”

“1 couldn’t be there.”

“Oh no! Of course you couldn’t be there.
How silly of me!”

“1 couldn’t be there because the police asked
all doctors to stav at their hospitals until the

-

i3
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situation at Drake & Sweeney ended. They always
do that when there’s a possible shooting.”

“Oh. Did you call?”

“I tried. I guess there were a lot of people

trying.”

+

Next morning we made breakfast together. We ate
in the kitchen, watching the small television. The
six o'clock news showed the Drake & Sweeney
building, and you could see Mister looking out of
the window.

The television news said the dynamite wasn’t
real. The sticks were made of wood and Mister
had painted them red. The gun was real enough,
though. It was a 44, stolen. Mister’s real name
was DeVon Hardy. He was forty-five. He had
fought in Vietnam. He had been in prison a few
times for stealing, but he wasn’t a big criminal.
And he was homeless with no known family.

That moming’s Washington Post had more
details.

According to someone called Mordecai
Green, the Director of the 14th Street Law Center,
DeVon Hardy had recently lost his job. Then he
became homeless.

14
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He was living in an old warechouse. This
wasn't unusual. A lot of homeless people move
into empty buildings because they have no money
for their own place.

DeVon Hardy had recently been evicted from
the warehouse, as an illegal squatter. Lawyers are
responsible for evictions. “Who did the eviction?”
Mister had asked. But I guess he already knew the
answers to that.

And now I knew it too. Drake & Sweeney
had thrown Mister into the streets.

15



Chapter 3
Mordecai Green

I had told Polly I would be at work today—
the day after Mister came into the office. But for
the first time ever, I didn’t go to work when I was
well enough to go. Just as it started to snow, I got
into my car, a Lexus, and drove through the streets
of Washington. The snow came down harder and
harder. I just drove.

Polly’s voice came over the car phone. She
sounded worried.

“Where are you?

“Who wants to know?”

“A lot of people. Arthur Jacobs wants to see
you. You have clients waiting for you.”

16
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“I'm fine Polly. Tell everybody I'm at the
doctor’s office.”

“Are you?”

“No, but I could be.”

I drove around Georgetown, not going any-
where, just driving. The clouds were dark. The
snow would be heavy. People were hurrying
through the snow on the sidewalks. I saw a
homeless man and wondered if he knew DeVon
Hardy. Where do street people go in a snowstorm?

I'called the hospital. I wanted to ask Claire
to meet me for lunch. But the hospital said Claire
was busy and they couldn’t contact her. That was
the end of our lunch together.

1 turmed and went northeast, past Logan
Curcle, into the gang area of the city, and drove
wntil | found the 14th Street Law Center. I parked
at 14th and Q, certain that I would never see the
expensive Lexus again.

The 14th Street Law Center was in an old,
sall, red bnick house that had seen better days. The
wamdows on the top floor were protected by pieces
of wood over the glass. The door wasn’t locked.
i memt m slowly, out of the snow, and entered
amother worid

k was a law office all right, but there was

=0 expensive furniture here, not like at Drake &

17
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Sweeney. | stepped into a large room which had
" three metal desks, each covered in files. There
were more files on old pieces of carpet on the
floor. The computers and the only photocopier
were ten years old. There was a large photograph
of Martin Luther King on one wall. The office was
busy and dusty and interesting.

“You looking for somebody?”-asked a
woman at a desk with the name Sofia Mendoza
on it. She looked Mexican. She wasn’t smiling,
but T did. It was funny. Nobody at Drake &
Sweeney would talk to a visitor like that. They
would lose their job. But I would soon learn how
important Sofia was to the 14th Street Law Center.

“I"'m looking for Mordecai Green,” 1 said.
But just then he came out of his office. Sofia went
back to her work.

Green was an enormous black man, at least
two meters tall and very heavy. He was in his
early fifties, with a gray beard and round red
glasses. He shouted something about a file to
Sofia and then turned to me.

“Can I help you?”

“1 want to talk to you about DeVon Hardy,”
I said and gave him my Drake & Sweeney card.

He looked at me for a few seconds and then
looked quickly at Sofia, who was speaking in fast

18
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P affice was buxy and dusty and inferesting.

19
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Spanish into the phone. Mordecai Green walked
back into his office and I followed him in. The
office was a small room with no windows and the
desk and floor covered in files and law books.

“Sit down,” he said. “But you might get
dirty. What do you want?”

I sat down. “I was in the room with DeVon
Hardy when he was shot,” I said. “I couldn’t think
this morning. I didn’t want to go to work. So I
came here. Any idea why he did it?”

“Because of the eviction,” said Mordecai
Green. “A few months ago he moved into an old
warchouse at the comer of Florida Avenue. It
wasn’t a bad place of a homeless person. It had
a roof, some toilets, water.”

“Who owned the warehouse?”

Mordecai pulled a thin file from one of the
piles on his desk. It was exactly the one he wanted.
He looked at the file for a minute.

“The warehouse was owned by a company
called RiverOaks.”

“And RiverOaks's lawyers are Drake &
Sweeney?”

“Probably.”

“Is that all?”

“No. I heard that DeVon Hardy and the
others got no warning of the eviction.”

20
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“But you can evict squatters with no warn-

ing.
“Oh yes. You can’t evict tenants without a

waming, though.”

“Was DeVon Hardy a squatter or a tenant?”

“I don’t know.”

I thought of another question. “How did
DeVon Hardy know about Drake & Sweeney?”

“Who knows? He wasn’t stupid, though.
Crazy, but not stupid.”

I had taken enough of his time. He looked
a his watch, I looked at mine. We exchanged
phone numbers and promised to stay in contact.

Mordecai Green was a warm, caring man
whose work was on the streets, protecting hun-
dreds of nameless clients. He was a lawyer with
a heart.

On the way out, Sofia didn’t’ look up from
her conversation on the phone. The Lexus was
sl there, covered by an inch of snow.

+
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Chapter 4
Mom and Dad

After I left Mordecai Green's office, I drove
around and around the city while the snow fell.
As a lawyer with hours to work, which my clients
paid for, I couldn’t do this sort of thing—just
moving with the traffic, not going anywhere. But
I was doing it now.

I didn’t want to go back to the empty apart-
ment. I didn’t want to go to a bar, either—I'd
probably never leave. So I drove. I went through
poor parts of the city I had never seen before.

Then 1 went back to Drake & Sweeney. I
went up in Mister’s elevator again, walked along
the hall of my office, and sat down at my desk.

22
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For the first time I wondered how much every-
thing in my office had cost— the expensive old
desk, the red leather armchairs, and the Persian
carpets. Weren't we just chasing money, here in
this building? Why did we work so hard to buy
a more expensive carpet or an older desk? Was
that a good reason to work? Was this the life I
wanted?

In my expensive room, I thought of Morde-
cai Green, giving his time to help people who had
nothing.

I had about ten pink telephone messages
from clients on my desk and none of them
interested me. I didn't like this work. My clients
were big companies, and I worked on their lawsuits
azainst other big companies. The lawsuits con-
uinued for years. Maybe a hundred lawyers worked
om each one, all sending paper to each other.

Polly came in and brought me cookies. She
pat them on the table with a big smile before she
keft for home for the day. A couple of lawyers
came n, said “How you doin’?” and left again.
They were probably on their way home too.

Alone 1 the office again, I picked up one
#eg file and then another one. Which lawsuit did
1 mamt to work on today? I didn’t want to work

23
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on any of them. I couldn’t do it. It didn’t make
any sense to me now.

I went to my computer and began searching
our client files. RiverOaks was started in 1977 in
Hagerstown, Maryland. It was a'pﬁvate company,
so it was difficult to get information about it.

RiverOaks was the client of a Drake &
Sweeney lawyer called Braden Chance. I didn’t
know the name but I looked again in our computer
files. Braden Chance was a partner in real estate,
on the fourth floor. He was forty-four years old,
married, and went to law school at Duke.

There were forty-two files for RiverOaks.
Four were about evictions. RiverOaks had bought
a warehouse on Florida Avenue. On January 27,
some squatters were evicted from the warehouse—
one of them, as I now knew, was DeVon hardy.
The file on the eviction itself had a number next
to it. The number meant that only Braden Chance
could open file. I wrote down the file’s name and
number and walked down to the fourth floor.

When I got there, I saw a legal assistant and
asked him where Braden Chances’ office was. He
pointed to an open door across the hall. Although
it was late, Chance was at his desk looking busy.

24
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He didn’t like me just walking in from the hall.
At Drake & Sweeney, you phone first and made
an appointment. But that didn’t worry me very
much.

Chance didn’t ask me to sit down, but I did
and he didn't like that either.

“You were next to the guy when he got
shot,” he said unpleasantly, after I said DeVon
Hardy's name.

“Yes," I said.

“Terrible for you, huh?”

“It's over. Mr Hardy, who's now dead, was
evicted from a warehouse. Was it one of our evic-
tions?”

“It was,” said Chance, but he didn’t look at
me 23 he spoke. I guessed that Arthur Jacobs had
Jooked at the file with him, earlier in the day.
“What about it?” added Chance.

“Was he a squatter?”

“Of course he was. They’re all squatters,
as=n"t they? Our client just got them out of the
warshouse ~

“Are wou sure he was a squatter? Not a
L&

Chamce looked angry. “What do you want?”

“Could | see the file?”
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“No".

“Why not?”

“I'm very busy, Will you please leave?”

“If he was a squatter, there's no problem.
Why can’t I see the file?”

“Because it’s mine, and I said no. How's
that?”

*Maybe that's not good enough.”

He stood, his hands shaking as he pointed
to the door. I smile at him and left.

The legal assistant from the hall had heard
everything and we exchange looks and smiles as
[ passed his desk. “The man’s fool,” he said, very
quietly. I smiled again. “Yes".

But what was Chance hiding? There was
something wrong and it was in that file. I had to
getit. I went back to my office to think. The phone
rang. It was Claire.

“Why are you at the office”” She spoke very
slowly and her voice as colder than the snow
outside.

I looked at my watch. I remembered we had
arranged to have dinner together at the apartment.
“Luh, well, a client called from the West Coast.”
I had used this lie before. It didn’t matter.
“I'm waiting, Michael. Should I start to
eat?” :
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Could | see the file?"
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“No, I'll be back at the apartment as fast as
I can.”
I ran from the building into the snowstorm,
but I didn’t really care that another everning to-

gether had been ruined.
+

A few hours later, Claire and I were having our
coffee by the kitchen window. The snow had finally
stopped. I had an idea.

“Let’s go to Florida,” I said.

She gave me a cold look. “Florida?”

“OK, the Bahamas. We can leave tomor-
row.”

“It’s impossible.”

“Not at all. I don’t have to work for a few
days...”
“Why not?”

“Because I'm going crazy, and at Drake &
Sweeney if you go crazy, then you get a few days
off.”

“You are going crazy.”

“T know. It’s fun, actually. People are nice
to you. They smile. Polly brought me cookies
today. I like it.”

The cold look returned and she said,” 1
can’t.”
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And that was the end of that. I knew she
couldn’t do it. She was a doctor, people had
appointments with her. But also, she didn't want
to go with me.

“OK,” I said. “Then I'm going to Mempbhis
for a couple of days to see my parents.”

“Oh really,” she said. She didn’t even sound
mnterested.

“I need to see my parents. It’s been almost
a year. And this is a good time, I think. I don’t
like the snow and I don’t feel like working. Like
I said, I'm going crazy.”

Claire got up and went to bed. “Well, call
me,” she said over her shoulder. I knew that was
e end of my marriage. And I hated to have to
=l my mother.

+

My paseats were in their early sixties and trying
e emov not working for the first time in their
Bwes. Mom had been a bank manager. Dad had
Besm 2 lewyer in Atlanta. They had worked hard,
Sard, and given me the best of everything.
wanted me to be a lawyer, like him.
I s=meed a car at Memphis airport and drove
8 @ nch part of the city where the white
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people live. The blacks had the center of the city
and the whites the area outside. Sometimes the
blacks moved out from the center into a white area
and then the whites moved further out.

My parents lived on a golf course in a new
glass house. You could see the golf course from
every window. I had called from the airport, so
Mom knew I was coming.

“What's wrong?” she asked when she saw me.

“Nothing. I'm fine.”

“Where's Claire? You guys never call us,
you know. I haven’t heard her voice in two
months.”

“Claire’s fine, Mom. We're both alive and
healthy and working very hard.”

“Are you spending enough time together?”

“No™.

“Are you spending any time together?”

“Not much.” I saw the tears in her eyes.
“I'm sorry, Mom. It’s luck we don’t have kids.”

To talk about something else, I told her the
story of Mister.

“Are you all right?” she asked, a look of
shock on her face.

“Of course. I'm here, aren’t I? The company
wanted me to take a couple of day’s holiday, so
I came home.”
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“You poor thing. Claire, and now this.”

Later that afternoon, my dad and I played
golf.

“Dad, I'm not very happy at Drake &
Sweeney,” | said. “I don’t like what I'm doing.”

“Welcome to the world, son. You think the
guys in factory jobs like what they’'re doing?
You're getting rich, they aren’t. Be happy.”

He was happy. He was winning at the golf.
Ten minutes later he said,” Are you changing
jobs?”

“I'm thinking about it.”

“Why don’t you just say what you're trying
0 say?

As usual I felt weak and like I was running
#=ayv from something.

“I'm thinking about working for the
Bomeless.” | said. “As a lawyer,” | added quickly.

Dad didn’t stop playing. He hit a ball into
e éistance. “1'd hate to see you throw it all away,
som.” he said. “You'll be a partner in a few years.”
We walked after his ball. “A street guy’s killed
= Soet of vou and you have to change the world?

Wow st need a few days away from work.”

: E that all?
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Chapter 5
Lontae Burton

Of course the apartment was empty when I re-
turned Friday night, but there was a note in the
kitchen. Just like me, Claire had gone home to
her parents in Providence for a couple of days. I
knew Claire wanted to end the marriage too I just
didn’t know how badly.

I went for a long walk. It was very cold
outside, with a strong wind. I passed beautiful
homes with families in them, eating and laughing
and enjoying the warmth.

Then 1 moved onto M Street. Friday night
on M was always fun time; the bars and coffee
shops were full, and people were waiting in line
to get into the restaurants.
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I stopped at the window of a music club,
listening to sad music with snow over my feet,
walching the young couples drink and dance. For
the first time in my life, I didn’t feel young. I was
thirty-two, but in the last five years | had worked
more than most people do in twenty. I was tired.
Those pretty girls in there would never look at me
now.

I went back to the apartment. At some time
after nine, the phone rang. It was Mordecai Green.
“Are you busy?” he asked.

“To do what?”

“To work. The shelters are full. We don’t
have enough helpers.”

“I've... never done that kind of work.”

“Can you put butter on bread?”

“I think so.”

“Then you're the man for us. We're at a
charch on 13th and Euclid.”

“T'll be there in twenty minutes.”

I changed into the oldest clothes I had, jeans
and an old blue jacket, and took most of my
money out of my wallet. As I closed the apartment
door behind me, I was excited and I didn’t exactly
imow why.

I parked the Lexus opposite the church. The
amack | half expected didn’t happen. No gangs.
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The snow kept the streets empty and safe, for now.
I went into the church, down into a big room
below it, and entered the world of the home
less.

It was unbelievable how many people were
in that room. Volunteers were giving out blankets
and apples. Mordecai was pouring fruit juice into
paper cups and talking all the time. A line waited
patiently for food at a table.

I went to Mordecai and he said hello like I
was an old friend. “Its’ crazy,” he said. "One big
snowstorm and we work all night.” He showed me
the bread, the butter, the meat, and the cheese.
“It’s real complicated. You do ten with meat and
then ten with cheese. OK?”

"Yeah.”

“You learn fast.” Then he disappeared.

I made ten sandwiches quickly, then [ slowed
and watched all the people. Most of the homeless
looked down at the floor. Most of them said “thank
you™ to the volunteers when they got the food.
Then they ate slowly. Even the children were
careful with their food.

Mordecai came back and started making
sandwiches next to me “Where does the food
come from?” 1 asked him.
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“Food bank. People give it. Tonight we're
lucky because we have chicken—usually it's just
vegetables.”

“How many shelters like this are there in
the city?”

“This isn’t actually a shelter. The church
kindly opens its doors when the weather’s bad.
When the doors close, they go out again.”

I tried to understand this. “Then where do
these people live?”

“Some are squatters. They’re the lucky ones.
Some live on the streets, some in parks, some in
Bus stations, some under bridges. Usually it’s OK,
bt they can stay out in the open tonight. It's too
cold. They have to go to one of shelters.”

“How many shelters are there?”

“About twenty. Two are closing soon. No
momey.”

“How many beds?”

“About five thousand.”

“And how many homeless?”

“Good guestion. They's a difficult group to
gt Miaybe ten thousand.”

I ®ought about that. Then I asked Morde-
abeus lemself. “You have a family?”

s



The Street Lawyer

“Yes. A wife. There sons. One’s in college,
one’s in the army. And ... and we lost our third
boy on the streets ten years ago. He was killed.
Gangs. What about you?”

“Married. No kids.”

Mordecai disappeared again. A helper
brought cookies. 1 took four of them and walked
to a corner where a young mother was asleep with
a baby under her arm and two small children half
asleep under blankets.

The oldest boy’s eyes opened wide when he
saw the cookies in my hand. I gave him one. His
eyes shone as he took it and ate all of it. Then he
wanted another one. He was small and thin, no
more than four years old. The mother woke up,
saw the cookies and smiled.

“What's your name?" I said to the boy. After
two cookies he was my friend for life.

“Ontario.”

“How old are you?”

He showed me four fingers.

“Four?” I said.

He said yes and put his hand out for another
cookie, which I gladly gave him. I wanted to give
him things. Anything he wanted.

“Where do you live?” I whispered.
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Ager
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“In a car,” he whispered back. “You got
more apple juice?”

“Sure,” I went to the kitchen and got him
a cup a of apple juice and more cookies.

The mother was sleeping again. Like many
homeless people, she moved a lot in her sleep. She
was cold. I took my jacket off and put it over her.
Then the baby cried and woke her. Without
thinking, I took the baby, smiling at the mother
all the time. She was happy to let me hold it so
she could get some sleep. I stayed there until three
in the morning.

+

The next day was Saturday. Since Tuesday, when
I met Mister, I hadn’t worked even one hour for
Drake & Sweeney. I lay in bed. I hated the work
at Drake & Sweeney. I didn’t want to go back.
Ever.

I had breakfast at a cafe on M and wondered
what Ontario was having for breakfast. Then I
went shopping. Candy and small toys for the kids,
soap for them all, warm clothes in lots of chil-
dren’s sizes. I had never had so much fun spend-
ing two hundred dollars. And I wanted to spend
more. I wanted to put that family in a hotel for
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2 month. I wanted to start a lawsuit against the
person who had made them homeless. I couldn’t
wait to have Ontario’s family as my clients.

I went back to the church, leaving all the
toys and clothes in the car, but Ontario’s family
weren’t there. I asked Mordecai where they
were.

“Who knows? The homeless go from kitchen
to kitchen, shelter to shelter.”

+

Next moming, Sunday, I had the small television
in the kitchen on while I ate breakfast. But the TV
sews stopped me from eating. I heard the words,
#ut | didn’t want to believe them. I walked toward
#e welevision. My feet were heavy, my heart was
cold. my mouth was open in shock and dis-
bl

Sometime around 11 P.M., Washington po-
B found a small car near Fort Totten Park, in
@ gaog area in the northeast of the city. It was
garked on .he street. Inside were a young mother
e her children, all dead. The mother had started
e emene of the old car and left it running to keep
e Samaly warm. The air in the car poisoned them
winle ey slepl.
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They gave the mothers’ name. It was Lontae
Burton. The baby was Temeko. The other chil-
dren were Alonzo and Ontario.

Their candy and toys and soap and clothes
were still in my car.

Chapter 6

A New Person

I was at the 14th Street Law Center. “How much
would a funeral cost?” I asked Mordecai.

“ I don't know. Are you interested?”
“I want them to have a good funeral.”
“OK, then. Let’s arrange it now."”

We got into Mordecai’s old Ford Taurus.
The Burton family’s bodies were in the morgue
of e General Hospital. Mordecai entered like he
the place.

“T'm Mordecai Green, lawyer for the Burton
" be informed an anxious young man be-
e desk
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A doctor from the hospital arrived and
Mordecai pushed open the big metal door. Inside
the white room were lines of bodies, covered in
sheets. Their names were on little pieces of paper
tied to their toes.

We stopped in a corner. “Lontae Burton,”
said the doctor, and pulled the sheet down to her
waist. It was Ontario’s mother all right, in a white
dress. She looked the same as when I saw her alive
a few days ago. She looked like she was sleeping.
I couldn't stop staring at her.

“That’s her,” said Mordecai in a confident
and loud voice, like he'd known her for years.

Only one sheet covered the children. They
were lying in a line with their hands by their sides
like little soldiers. I wanted to touch Ontario. I
wanted to tell him I was sorry. I wanted to wake
him up, take him home, give him some food, give
him everything he could ever want.

“That’s them,” said Mordecai.

I looked up to heaven and 1 heard a voice
in my head say, “Don’t let it happen again.”

The doctor took us to an office. We helped
the assistant make a list of everything that had
been found with the family. My old blue jacket
was the best thing they owned.
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“Do you want it back?” Mordecai asked me.
I.I.NOI!!

I waited outside in the car while Mordecai
arranged the funeral in another office. He told me
the price would go up if they saw my expensive
clothes. In less than a week I had seen five dead
street people. First Mister had changed my life,
now Ontario had broken my heart.

There was a knock on the car window. I
qumped. “It's five thousand dollars, all four,”
Mordecai shouted through the closed car window.

“Yeah, yeah,” I said, and he disappeared
back into the hospital.

Soon he was back, driving fast. “The funeral
wall be Tuesday at the church here at the hospital.
The newspapers will be there. And television. It’s
a big story.”

“Thanks, Mordecai,” 1 said.

“After the funeral, there's going to be a
march, a march to the government buildings on
mol Hill for the Burton family. Television is
o film it, the newspapers are going to write
® . Are you OK?
“No.”

+
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I called in sick Tuesday. At ten I left for the
funeral. It was a very nice church. Beautiful. It
didn’t open its doors to the homeless and I could
understand why. [ sat alone. I could see Mordecai
with two people I didn’t know. The TV people
WETE IN ONE COIMET.

[ could also see the coffins. The baby’s coffin
was very small. Ontario’s coffin and his brother’s
were bigger, but not much bigger. Lontae Burton’s
parents were dead, but her grandmother was there.
She put flowers on the coffins and for a terrible
second [ thought she was going to open them. I
had never been to a black funeral before and I
didn’t know what to expect. But I had seen old
film of coffins open at funerals.

After the funeral, there was the march to
Capiiol Hill. There were big photos of Lontae
Burton everywhere, and under her face the words
“WHO KILLED LONTAE?"

On Capitol Hill Mordecai spoke to the
people. He didn’t talk about the homeless. He
Ealk=d about the last hours of the Burton family.
8= talked about the baby's last meal, in the
ehurch He talked about the cookies the boys had
eanes

He described how the little family left the
Smech and went back onto the streets, into the
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snowstorm where Lontae and her children lived
only a few more hours. Mordecai described things
he didn’t actually know had happened, but I didn’t
care and the crowd didn’t either. When he de-
scribed the family trying to get warm before they
died, I heard women crying around me. If this
man, Mordecai Green, could make a crowd cry
like this, he must be a great lawyer.

When Mordecai finished we marched to the
Capitol, the government building, carrying the
coffins. I had never been on a march like this
before. Rich people don’t march; their world is
safe and clean and there are laws to keep them
happy. But now I, too, carried my photograph of
a 22-year-old black mother who had died for
nothing in a car. [ wasn’t the same person as [ had
been before Mister and Ontario came into my life,
and I could never be that person again.

SoTIaccepted when Mordecai Green phoned
me a few days later and invited me to a restaurant
near Dupont Circle. And when he invited me to
join the 14th Street Law Center, I accepted his
offer of a job, too.

“We can pay you thirty thousand dollars a
year,” smiled Mordecai. “You’ll be a partner. Let's
see Drake & Sweeney beat that.”
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I smiled too. I nearly told him about the file
I needed from Drake & Sweeney, the file that
would give us story of DeVon Hardy's eviction.
But I didn't’.

+

That night, I told Claire my news. It was almost
ten and we were sitting in our favourite chairs
with glasses of wine. After a few minutes I said,”
We need to talk.”

“What is it?” she asked, unworried.

“I'm thinking of leaving Drake & Sweeney.”

“Oh, really.” She either expected this or
wanied 10 seem calm. I had told her all about

Lantze Burton and her family.

“Yes, I can’t go back there.”

“Why not?”

“The work's boring and unimportant. I want
@0 something to help people. I told you about
Green. His Law Center has offered me
@& I'm starting Monday.”
“How much did he offer you?”
“Tharty thousand a year.”
“That's ninety thousand dollars a year less
o cam now.”
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“You don’t do work for the homeless for the
money."”

As young law and medical students we had
watned to help people. We told ourselves then that
money was not important. And now?

“I'm tired,” she said. She finished her wine
and went to the bedroom.

The next day, she visited a divorce lawyer.
I promised to leave the apartment by the weekend.

B
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Chapter 7
Braden Chance and RiverOaks

I went back to Drake & Sweeney for my last day.
They didn’t want me to leave. There was a lot of
work and they didn’t want to find someone new.
I was invited to breakfast with Arthur Jacobs in
the partner’s private dining room on the eighth
floor. How could I turn my back on a world of
Breakfasts in the partner’s dining room? That was
the idea.

Over breakfast, Arthur suggested that I could
seop working at Drake & Sweeney for a year and
work pro bono* at the Law Center. He said that

* Pro bono work : work that lawyers do for no money to
Beip people, usually the very poor.
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Drake & Sweeney should do more pro bono work.
He offered to pay the difference between the Law
Center’s thirty thousand a year and what I earned
at Drake & Sweeney.

[ smiled. [ would be Drake & Sweeney's
pro bono boy for a year and they could all feel
good about themselves. During that year a partner
would take my clients. I would return after a year,
happy, and take my clients back.

Actually, T didn’t say no immediately. They
had at least tried. Arthur often talked about pro
bono work, though clients and their paid hours
always came first. But I thought about the offer
and then I said no. By now I hated my old work
too much to go back to it. I didn’t like the old me
that had done the work very much, either.

I was trying to explain to Arthur that T was
a different man now, when Braden Chance sat
down at a table not far from ours.

+

He didn't’ see me at first, but then I saw him
staring at me.
“Good morning, Braden,” I said loudly.
Arthur turned around to see who I was talk-
ing to “You know him?" He asked quietly.
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“We've met,” I said.

“He’s a fool,” said Arthur, very quietly. It
was the same word the legal assistant had used
about Chance.

When I got back to my office, there were
two files on my desk. They hadn’t been there
before my breakfast with Arthur. In the first one
there was a list of names headed “People Evicted:
RiverOaks.” Number four was DeVon Hardy.
Number ten was Lontae Burton and three children.

I sat there for two or three minutes in si-
lence. Why would anyone put something like this
on my desk if the information wasn’t true? At the
bottom of the page someone had written a few
words in pencil: The eviction was wrong.

I opened the second file. There were two
®=ys in it and a typed note. The note read, “Top
&=y 15 to Chance’s door. Bottom key is to the file
d@rwer under the window.”

I put the file away. I had to do some work.
¥ also had a working lunch that day. “Working
Jmch™ meant that the client was paying. But the
e had never seemed so unimportant and boring.
@ through the day only because I know it was
mw Lmst at Drake & Sweeney.

I was almost five before I got a few minutes
I said goodbye to Polly and locked the
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office door from the inside. I took the files out
again and began to think and make notes. I had
an idea who had sent the files: the young legal
assistant who had called Chance a fool. Legal
assistants did the evictions, and it was his job to
put documents in the file.

I phoned another legal assistant and asked
him for the name of Chance’s assistant. The guy
was called Hector Palma. He had been with Drake
& Sweeney about three years, all in real estate.

We met in the library on the third floor.
Hector Palma was very nervous.

“Did you put those files on my desk?” I
asked him. There was no time to play games.

“What files?” His eyes went around and
around the room looking at everything except me.

“The RiverOaks eviction. You were there;
right?”

“Yeah,” he said.

“What’s in the RiverOaks file?”

“Bad stuff.”

“Tell me.”

“I have a wife and four kids. I need this job.”

“You'll be OK.”
“You're leaving. What do you care?”

I wasn't surprised he knew. People talked.
1 was news. “So, before I leave, you want me to
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go into Chance’s office and take a file. And I cant’
be sure what's in it?”’

“Do what you want.” And he ran out of the
ibrary. '

I went back to my office and made some
more notes. I would lose my job if I was caught
taking the file, but I was already leaving. It would
be much worse if I was caught in Chance’s office
with a key that wasn’t mine. I didn’t like tl.e idea
a all.

Then there was the problem of copying the
8. Some Drake & Sweeney files were very thick.
I would have to stand in front of a photocopier for
2 long time. And also, our photocopiers worked
Som a plastic card that had our names on it. Drake
Sweeney knew exactly who copied what.

I could use a photocopier somewhere else,
® was 1llegal to take the file from the building.
I was a lawyer. But couldn’t I just borrow
Se? 1 only needed it for half an hour to
v it. [ could take it to the 14th Street Law
photocopy it, and bring it back immedi-
That made me a little less of a thief.

& was now getting late, this Friday night. I
smeung work with Mordecai on Monday. [
or never. But I hadn’t got a key to the
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14th Street Law Center. I looked at my watch. It
was half-past six. I drove to 14th Street.

My partners were still there. Sofia actually
smiled at me, but only for a second.

“Welcome to your new job,” said Mordecai
seriously, like I needed all the luck in the world.
“How about this,” he said, pointing to my new
office. “The best office in the area.”

“Beautiful,” I said, stepping inside. My new
office was about half the size of the one I had just
left. My Drake & Sweeney desk would be too big
to go in there. There was no phone.

“I like it,” I said. And I did.

“I'll get you a phone tomorrow,” said
Mordecai.

It was dark and Sofia wanted to leave.
Mordecai and I ate some sandwiches he had
bought. He made us both coffee. I looked at the
copier. It was about ten years old but I knew it
worked.

“What time are you leaving tonight?" I asked
Mordecai, with my mouth full of sandwich.

“T don’t know. In an hour maybe. Why?"

“I'm going back to Drake & Sweeney for
a couple of hours. I have some last minute stuff
they want me to finish. Then I'd like to come back

here late. Would that be possible?”
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Mordecai was eating his sandwich. He
reached into a drawer and threw me a key. “Come
and go as you please,” he said.

“Will it be safe?”

“No. So be careful. Park as close to the door
= vou can. Walk fast. Then lock yourself in.”

I walked fast to my car at seven-thirty. The
sidewalk was empty. My Lexus was fine. Maybe
I would be OK on the streets.

The drive back to Drake & Sweeney took
sieven minutes. If it took thirty minutes to copy
Chance’s file, then it would be out of his office
#out an hour. And he would never know.

Real estate was empty. I knocked on Chan-
&='s door. No answer. I used the key to his door
went in. Should I turn on the light? It was
I would have to. I locked the door, tumed
e light, went to the bottom file drawer under
wmndow and unlocked it with the second key.
I found the RiverQOaks file and was reading
it when a voice outside shouted “Hey!”
Jumped. A conversation started outside. Two
wer= talking baseball. I turned off the lights,
%o their talk. Then I sat on Chance’s sofa
smnulcs.

§ eould put the file back. If they saw me
Chance’s office. nothing would be done.
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It was my last day. But if they saw me taking a
file, that was very different. “Be patient,” I told
myself. After baseball, they started talking about
girls. I think they were a couple of young legal
assistants, working late. Then, finally it was quite.

I locked the drawer in the dark, opened the
door, and went out. “Hey!” shouted someone
behind me. I ran. I ran to the back of the building,
got into the Lexus, and drove off. “That was
stupid,” T thought. “Why did I run? Why didn't
I talk to the guy?” I still worked at Drake &
Sweeney, didn't 1?

That was my last thought before the Lexus
was hit by a Jaguar speeding down 18th Street.
I remember a voice saying,”  don’t see any blood.”
And then I remember Claire sitting by my bed at
the George Washington University Medical Center.
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Hector Palma

I woke up at seven in the morning and a nurse
gave me a note from Claire. It was a really sweet
mote. It said that she had to go to work and that
she had spoken to my doctors and I probably
wouldn’t die. Claire and I must look like a happily
married couple to the doctors and nurses. Why
were we getting a divorce?

My left arm was blue. My chest hurt when
1 breathed. I looked at my face in the bathroom.
There were some small cuts, but nothing that
wouldn’t disapper over the weekend. A nurse told
me the Jaguar had been driven by a gang member
who sold drugs. “Welcome to the streets,” I
$ought, as I tried not to breathe too much.
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The doctor came at seven-thirty. No bones
were broken. '

They wanted me to stay in hospital for one
more day, just to be safe, but I said no.

I had to find a new apartment. The first real
estate office sent me to an apartment at Adams-
Morgan, north of Dupont Circle. It was three little
rooms at the top of a house. Everything in the
bathroom worked, the floor was clean, there was
a2 view over the streets. I took it.

That evening I went back to my old apart-
ment to see Claire. We ate a Chinese carryout. Our
first ever meal together had been a carryout. And
this was our last meal together as husband and
wife. Claire had the divorce papers waiting for me
on the table and I signed them. In six months I
would be single.

“Do you know someone called Hector
Pzlma?” She asked, halfway through the Chinese
dénner.

My eyes opened wide. “Yes.”

“He called an hour ago. Said he had to talk
0 vou. Who is he?”

“A legal assistant with Dark & Sweeney. He
wants me to help him. He has a problem.”

“Must be a big one. He wants to meet with
wou at nine tonight, at Nathan’s on M Street.”
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“Why a bar?” I said, half to myself, half to
Claire.

“He didn’t say. He sounded strange on the
phone.” .

Suddenly, I wasn’t hungry. [ finished the
meal only because I didn't want to look worried
in front of Claire. But it wasn’t necessary. She
wasn't even looking at me.

I walked to M Street. Parking is impossible
on a Saturday night. It was raining and my chest
hurt. As [ walked, I thought about what to say. I
thought of lies I could tell. After taking the file,
it seemed easier to lie. Hector might be there for
Drake & Sweeney. He might be wired to record
what I said. I would listen carefully and say
little.

Nathan’s was only half-full. I was ten minu-
tes early but he was there, waiting for me at a
table in the corner. As I came in, he jumped up
from his seat and put his hand out. “You must
be Michael. I'm Hector Palma from real estate.
Nice to meet you.” Huh? Didn’t we meet in the
library?

We sat down. He started kicking me under
the table. I understood. He was wired and they
were watching. A waiter came. I ordered black
coffee and Hector asked for a beer.
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“I'm a legal assistant in real estate,” Hector
explained as the drinks arrived. “You've met
Braden Chance, one of our partners?”

“Yes,” I said. As they were recording eve-
rything I said, I would say as little as possible.

“I work mainly for him. You and I spoke for
a minute one day last week when you visited his
office.”

“If you say so. I don’t remember seeing
you.”

He smiled and I kicked him back under the
wble. We both understood the situation now.

“Listen. I asked you to meet me because a
file is missing from Bradens’ office.”

“And you think I took it?”

“Well, no, but, it could be you. You asked
for that file when you went into his office last
week.”

“So you do think I took it?” I said, angrily.
“Well, go to the police.” '

Hector Palma drank some of his beer. “Drake
& Sweeney have already gone to the police,” he
saad. “The police found and empty file in your
desk with a note about two keys. One to the door,
e other to a file drawer. They also found your
Smgerprints on the file drawer.”
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1 hadn’t thought about fingerprints, Drake &
Sweeney took everybody’s fingerprints when they
joined the company. But that was five years ago
and I had forgotten about it. '

“We might want to speak to you about all
this again later,” said Hector Palma.

I picked up my coat-and left.

+

I spent my first working day at the 14th Street
Law Center getting the file back from the wreck
of the Lexus. Mordecai helped me. We had to go
to Georgia Avenue, where the police keep wrecked
cars. I told Mordecai that the file was important
but not what was in it.

Back home in my new apartment, I looked
at the file. RiverOaks was a real estate company.
They wanted to build a new mail office for the
Washington Post Office and then rent the building
to them. They had bought the warehouse where
DeVon Hardy and Lontae Burton lived and they
wanted to pull it down and start rebuilding.

They were in a hurry. They wanted to start
pulling the warehouse down in February. On Janu-
ary 27, Hector Palma visited the warehouse. His
note about that visit was on the list of documents
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Tre eviction had taken three hours
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in the file, but it wasn’t actually in the file. Some-
body had taken it out, almost certainly Chance,
after Mister had visited us.

On Friday, January 31, Hector Palma retum-
ed to the warehouse, with the police, and evicted
the people who were living there. The eviction had
taken three hours. Hector Palma’s noted about it
was two pages long. Although he tried to hide what
he felt, it was clear that he disliked being part of
the eviction.

He described how Lontae Burton had fought
with the police. My heart stopped when I read:
The mother had three children, one a baby. She
lived in a two-room apartment with no bathroom.
They slept on the floor. She fought with the po-
licemen while her children watched. In the end
she was carried out of the building.

I drove to 14th Street and copied the file.
Then I went back to my old apartment. Claire was
the hospital. I took my sleeping bag, a few suits,
my radio, the small TV from the kitchen, my CD
player and a few CDs, a coffeepot, a hair dryer,
and three blue towels.

I left a note telling her I was gone. I didn’t
know what I felt. I had never moved out before;
1 wasn’t sure how it was done. As drove away,
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I dadn’t fell happy to be single again. Claire and

1 had both lost.

Back at the 14th Street Law Center, my first
wisitor was my old friend Barry Nuzzo. He sat
down carefully in the chair opposite my desk—
be didn’t want to get dirt on his expensive suit.
Was he wired, like Hector Palma? Maybe they
had sent Barry because he was my friend and also
one of Mister’s guests that Tuesday afternoon.

“So you’'re here for the money?” He said.
Joke.

“Of course.”

“You're crazy. They're going to come after
wou, Michael. You can’t take a file.”

“You mean a criminal lawsuit for theft?”

“Probably. And they talked to the Bar As-
sociation.* Rafter’s working on it. Michael, you
won't be a lawyer when they’ve finished—not

Bere, not anywhere. You're going to lose your
Bcense.”

I wasn’t ready for that. “I have the file. The
file has plenty to information about Drake &
Sweeney in it.”

* Bar Association : a professional group for lawyers which
gives lawyers their license.
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“You can’t use the file, Michael. You can't
use it in a lawsuit because you took it from our
offices and that's theft.”

I said nothing. 1 didn’t know what I was
going to do. But I knew I couldn’t given the file
back now. I had nothing else in the fight against
Drake & Sweeney. Barry stood up to leave.

“Will you phone me some time, Michael?”
he said, at the door.

“Sure.”

Chapter 9
The Homeless

The building had been a department store, many
wears ago. Now the sign on it said SAMARITAN
BHOUSE.

“It’s a private shelter,” Mordecai said “Ninety
beds. The food's OK. Some churches in Arlington
g0t together and they pay for everything. We've
Been coming here for six years.”

Inside we used a bedroom as an office. “This
= 2 good office,” Mordecai said. “We can be
gmvate here.”

“What about a bathroom?” I asked.

“They're in the back. You don’t get your

‘@=n bathroom in a shelter.”
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I could hear radios. People were getting up.
It was Monday morning and they had jobs to
go to.

“Is it easy to get a room here?” I asked
Mordecai, although I already knew the answer.

“Nearly impossible. There's a long waiting
list.”

“How long do they stay?”

“Maybe three months. This is one of the
nicer shelters, so they’'re safe here. After three
months the shelter tries to find them an apartment.”

“And our clients all come from shelters?” I
asked.

“Half come from the shelters,” Mordecai
said. “The other half from the streets.”

“We take anybody?”

“Anybody who's homeless. The people here
at this shelter have jobs, but they don’t earn enough
to pay rent for an apartment. So when they get
one, they lose it again. One missed paycheck and
they lose their homes.”

My first client was called Waylene, age
twenty-seven, two children, no husband. Her prob-
lem wasn’t complicated. She had worked in a fast-
food restaurant. She started to tell us why she left
her job, but Mordecai said that the reason didn’t
matter. She hadn’t had her last two paychecks.

68

The Street Lawyer

Because she had no address, the restaurant had

sent the checks to the wrong place. The checks
Bad disappeared, and nobody at the restaurant
cared.

“Will you be here next week?” Mordecai
asked.

Waylene wasn’t sure. Maybe here, maybe
there. She was looking for a job, she might mcve
m with someone. Or get her own apartment.

“We’ll get your money and we'll have the
checks sent to our office,” said Mordecai. He gave
Ber the address of the 14th Street Law Center. She
said “thanks” and left.

“Call the fast-food restaurant,” Mordecai told
me. “Tell them you're Waylene's lawyer. Be nice
& first. If they don’t send the checks, stop being
mice. If necessary, go there and get the checks
vourself.”

I wrote down everything Mordecai said, like
u was complicated. Waylene’s paychecks were
for two hundred and ten dollars. My last client at
Drake & Sweeney was trying to get nine hundred
mullion dollars. But 1 was happy enough when I
got home at the end of the day.

+
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My new apartment now had some old chairs in
it, and the TV was on a box. I smiled at my
furniture. My mother had called. I listened to her
voice on the answerphone. She and Dad wanted
to visit me.

" That evening I watched basketball on TV
and had a few beers. At eleven-thirty I called
Claire. We hadn’t talked in four days. Why
shouldn’t we talk? We were actually still married.
I thought maybe we could have dinner soon.

The phone rang and then a voice said,
“Hello?” It was a man. I couldn't speak. I had
been gone less than a week and Claire had a man
in the apartment at eleven-thirty. I almost put the
phone down, but then I said, “I'd like to speak to
Claire, please.”

“Who's calling?”

“Michael, her husband.”

“She’s in the shower,” he said. He sounded
pleased with himself.

“Tell her I called,” I said.

I walked around the room until midnight,
then I went for a walk in the cold. Why did our
marriage go wrong? Who was that guy? Was he
someone she had known for years and I didn’t
know about him? I told myself it didn’t matter.
We weren’t divorcing because of other people.
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We were divorcing because of us. And if she was
free to find another guy, then I was free to find
someone too. Yeah, right.

At 2 AM. I was walking around Dupont
Circle, stepping over people sleeping in the street.
It was dangerous, but I didn’t care. After a couple
of hours, I went home and got some sleep. Then
I wanted to work. I got to 14th Street before eight
that moming, ready to start.

As I walked through the snow, miking my
way to the Law Center, 1 thought of my clients.
By now I had a few. There was Waylene and her
pavchecks. There was also Marvis. Like me, Mar-
vis wanted a divorce. His wife was on drugs. She
had taken everything he had, including their two
children. Marvis wanted them back.

“How long will a divorce take?” Marvis had
asked me.

“Six months,” 1 told him.

Marvis was clean, he didn’t drink, and he
was looking for work. I enjoyed the half hour I
spent with him and [ wanted to help him.

Another client was a 58-year-old woman.
Her husband was dead and the government was
sending her money to the wrong place. I could get
all her money back and then get it sent to the right

P :
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A lot of my clients had problems like that.
They were just not getting money, often from the
government, that should be theirs.

When I reached the Law Center, a little
woman was sitting against our door. The office
was still locked. It was below freezing in the
streets. When she saw me, she jumped to her feet
and said, “Good morning, are you a lawyer?”

“Yes, I am.”

“For people like me?”

She looked like she was homeless. “Sure.
Come in.” I opened the door. It was colder inside
than outside. I made some coffee and found some
old cookies. I offered them to her and she quickly
ate one.

“What's your name?” I asked. We were
sitting in the front office, next to Sofia’s desk,
waiting for the coffee and for the office to get a
little warmer.

“Ruby,” she said.

“I"'m Michael. Where do you live, Ruby?”

“Here and there.” She was between thirty
and forty, dressed in a lot of old clothes. She was
very thin.

“Tell me,” I said, “I need to know. Do you
live in a shelter?”
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“Not now,” she said. “I live in a car. [ sleep
m the back.”

I poured two large paper cups full of coffee
and we went into my office. “What can I do for
you?” I asked.

With both hands on the coffee cup, to keep
warm, and without looking at me, she told me her
story. She and her son Terence lived in a small
apartment. When Terence was about ten, she went
1o prison for four months for selling drugs. Terence
lived with her sister those four months, but when
Ruby came out of prison they had lost the apartment.
She and Terence slept in cars, warehouses, and
under bridges in warm weather. When it was cold,
they went to the shelters. She couldn’t stop taking
drugs.

A few years back she had worked for a
couple called Rowlands. Their children were grown
and away from home. Ruby offered to pay Mr.
and Mrs. Rowlands fifty dollars a month if Terence
oould stay with them. The Rowlands weren’t sure
& first, but in the end they agreed.

Terence had a small bedroom at the Row-
Smds’ house. He started to get good grades at school.
The Rowlands were good people. Ruby was al-
Sowed 1o visit Terence for an hour each night. With
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great difficulty, she managed to pay each month as
agreed. She was pleased with herself.

Until she went to prison again. She couldn’t
stop taking drugs. And now Terence didn’t want
to talk to her. He wanted to join the army—Mr
Rowlands was an army man. One night Ruby took
some drugs and then went to the Rowlands’ house.
She screamed and shouted and the Rowlands and
Terence threw her out.

The next day the Rowlands’ started a lawsuit.
They wanted Terence to become their son. Ruby
wasn’t allowed to visit him until she stopped taking
drugs.

“I want to see my son,” she said .“I miss him
so bad.”

“You won't see Terence until you stop the
drugs,” I said, trying to say it nicely. I had to get
her onto a drugs program.

Sofia knew where Ruby should go. Sofia
knew everything and everbody. She made a phone
call and then Ruby and I were on our way to
Naomi's Women's Center on 10th Street. It opened
at seven, closed at four, and between those hours
helped women with a drug problem.

I spoke with Megan, the young woman in
charge of Naomi’s. We had a long talk. It was the
first long talk I had had with anyone in a long time.
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Chapter 10
Chicago

I was sleeping on the floor at the apartment. I liked
it down there and it helped me understand my new
clients. In the middle of the night, the phone rang.
It was Claire. The police_were in her apartment,
wanting to search it for the file. I looked at my
watch. It was 1 A.M. “T'll be right there.”

The door was open and I ran in. There were
three policemen in there and I shouted at the nearest
one. “I'm Michael Brock. Who are you?”

“Lieutenant Gasko,” said the policeman, not
very nicely.

“Claire,” I shouted. “Get the video camera.
There's going to be a lawsuit, Lieutenant Gasko.”
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Lieutenant Gasko showed me a document.
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Lieutenant Gasko showed me a document.
“It’s signed by a judge,” he said. “And it says we
can search for the file.” But he knew I was a
lawyer and he didn’t look irer}r happy.

“The file's not here because I don’t live
here,” I said. “Now give me your names and then
go.”

Claire was filming it all with the video
camera. Their document was fine and I knew that,
But the three policemen gave me their names and
then left.

“Can they come back?” asked Claire.

“No.”

“That’s good.”

“Did you tell them where 1 live?’ 1 asked
her.

“Michael, I don’t know where you live. You
just gave me a phone number.” _

I said goodnight without touching or kissing
ber. | knew that was what she wanted.

I thought hard. Now I had to tell Mordecai

everything. It was possible that the police would
come to the Law Center, looking for the file.

+
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Next morning I tried to phone Hector Palma from
the Law Center. His secretary said he had left the
Washington office. I put the phone down. Now
what? I stared at the ceiling.

Mordecai came into my office. I started my
story: “My wife and I aren’t together. I moved out
of our apartment.”

“I'm sorry,” said Mordecai. What else could
he say?

“Don’t be. Early this morming, the police
tried to search the apartment where I used to live.
They were looking for a file that I took when I
left Drake & Sweeney.”

“What kind of file?”

“The DeVon Hardy and Lontae Burton file.”

“I'm listening.”

“I don’t think that DeVon Hardy and Lontae
Burton and the others were squatters. I think they
were tenants. And if they were tenants, the eviction
was illegal.”

“It sure was. Cant’ evict tenants without
warning. But do you know? Or are you guessing?”

I told Mordecai the story of the RiverOaks
file. I told him that something, probably a note
dated January 27, was missing from the file.

“And what do you think is in this note? he
asked.
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“I can’t be sure, But I think it’s a note from
Hector Palma. I think he knew they were tenants
and he said that in the note. But RiverOaks wanted
them out quickly so they could start pulling the
warechouse down. They wanted to start the new
building for the Post Office in February. I think
Hector Palma's note of January 27 was removed
from the file so Drake & Sweeney could evict
DeVon Hardy and Lontae Burton and the other as
squatters.”

“Good, said Mordecai. “So we start a lawsuit
for the family of Lontae Burton and the other
people who were evicted.”

“Yes,” I said. “That way, Hector Palma has
to tell the judge what he knows.”

“I'll contact Lontae Burton's parents,”
Mordecai said. “They would be our clients in the
lawsuit.”

“Her parents are dead. But she has a
grandmother.”

“Fine. She’ll be our client. But first we need
© find Hector Palma.”

“I think Drake & Sweeney will keep him in
e company. If he leaves the company, they lose
control of him. But they want him out of Wash-

~ mgron. I think he’s working for Drake & Sweeney
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‘in another city. Probably a new job with more
money.”

“Sofia!” shouted Mordecai, loud enough to
be heard on Capitol Hill. “Sofia, we're looking for

someone.”

Sofia came in with paper and a pencil. “I
know.” she said. “I heard.” She turned to me. "I
can help. Tell me everything you know about this
person.”

I told Sofia Hector Palma’s name, address,
and job. I described him and said he had a wife
and four kids.

“AgeT”

“Mﬂ}l‘tﬂ thiﬂ}r.i‘

“How much did he get a month at Drake &
Sweeney?"

“As a legal assistant? Three thousand.”

“He has four kids, so one or more will be
in school. He can’t send kids to a private school
on thirty-five thousands. We'll start with the
schools. Then the churches.”

She went back to her desk and she was on
the phone for an hour. Each time she said hello
in English, asked for the person she wanted, and
then the conversation was in Spanish.
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An hour later she came back into my office.
“They moved to Chicago. Do you need an
address?”

“But how did you...”"

“Don’t ask. A friend of a friend in their
church. They moved to Chicago last weekend.
I can get you an address but it will take longer.”

“I don't need an address. I’ ve been to Drake
& Sweeney’s Chicago office a couple of times.”

+

Two days later I was there again. But I hadn’t
flown first class, as in the old days. I waited
outside the Drake & Sweeney building from seven
in the morning while 106 lawyers— the third
highest number after Washington and New York—
armived for work.

At 8:20, Hector Palma arrived and I fol-
lowed him into the building. He got off on floor
number fifty-one. There was a phone there. I phone
Mordecai and told him about my progress. Then
I phoned Megan at Naomi’s Women's Center.
Ruby was still there, doing OK. Hector Palma
wasn't going anywhere for the next ten hours, so
I had another long talk with Megan.
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There was a list of partner’'s names on each
floor. I chose one. “I have an appointment with
Dick Heile,” I said loudly as I passed the desk.
And then I walked past the desk, down the hall.

Hector had his own office in Chicago.

“Hello, Hector,” I said as [ walked in .” So
how’s Chicago?”

“What... What are you doing here?”

I sat on Hector's desk. “There’s going to be
a lawsuit, Hector,” 1 said. “Against Drake &
Sweeney. You cant’ hide from that.”

I didn’t feel as confident as I tried to sound.

“And who's starting this lawsuit?”

“Lontae Burton's grandmother. And later
the other people who were evicted, when we find
them.”

Hector just looked at me.

“You remember Lontae, don't you. Hector?
She was the young mother who fought with
policemen when you were evicting everyone. You
felt bad about it because you knew she was a
tenant. So you wrote that in a note, dated January
27 and you put that in the file. But Braden Chance
took your note out again. That's why I'm here,
Hector. I want a copy of that note.”

~ “Why would I have a copy?”
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“Because you're smart, Hector. You knew
that Drake & Sweeney’s evictions were illegal.
You knew how important your note was. Maybe
vou even guessed Braden Chance would remove
i.”

Hector thought about that. 1 guessed he
wouldn't be happy hiding in Chicago. The evictions
were wrong and he knew it. He had tried to help
me once before. “Meet me at twelve in front of
the building,” he said.

He was there on time. ** I have four children,
please protect me.” He said, as he gave me an
envelope. I thanked him, got a taxi and opened the
envelope.

The note was dated January 27. It said that
the tenants were paying one hundred dollars a
month rent on the fifteenth of every month to man
called Johnny. There was even a copy of a receipt
sizned by Johnny, saying that he had received one
zundred dollars rent from Lontae Burton on Janu-
arv 15. It couldn’t be any clearer. They were
eenants. The eviction was illegal.

At Chicago O Hare airport | faxed copies
af the note and the receipt to Mordecai. Then I
c2uzht the next plane back to Washington. A taxi
%o the airport took me back to 14th Street,
wherz Mordecai and Sofia weren’t looking as
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happy as I had expected. Lieutenant Gasko was
in the office, waiting for me.

As he took me out to the police car, Sofia
was phoning fast and talking fast, first in English,
then in Spanish. But she and Mordecai couldn’t
stop Lieutenant Gasko taking me to Central Police
Station like any other criminal. Drake & Sweeney
said I had taken their file, and that was theft.

'

Chapter 11
Megan

It was Friday afternoon. I knew Mordecai could
get me out on bail, but some very bad things could
happen to a good-looking white boy in prison over
the weekend.

In the police car to Central, I tired to think
about all the great people who had spent some
time in prison—like Martin Luther King. But then
I though of my parents. Their son in prison would
be the end of their world. My friends already
thought I had ruined my life. I didn’t know what
Claire would think, especially as she had a new
man now.
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At Central, Gasko led me like a lost dog.
They took everything I had in my pockets and I
signed for it. Then my photograph and finger-
prints were taken. There were police everywhere
but only one other white face—a man who was
very drunk.

We were walking to the cells. I was scared.
“Can I get bail? I asked.

“I think your lawyer’s working on it,” Gasko
said.

The cell door closed behind me. There were
five other prisoners in the cell with me, all black,
all much younger than me. I sat on the floor.

In the cell opposite, I could see the drunk
white guy and hear him shouting. Two large black
men had him in a comer of the cell. They were
hitting his head. Minutes passed. One of the young
cuys in my cell walked over to me. This was the
end.

“Nice jacket,” he said, touching my jacket
with his foot as I sat on the floor.

“Thanks,” 1 said, trying to sound like I
meant 1t.

He was eighteen or nineteen. Thin. Prob-
ably a gang member who had spent his life on the
streets. “I could use a jacket like that,” he said,
zving me a kick with his foot.
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“You shouldn’t be a low-life street gang
member then,” I thought. “Would you like to
borrow the jacket?” I asked. 1 wasn’t going to
fight back. If I did, the other would help the first
one.

“What did you say?”
“I said, “Would you like to borrow...””

The kick caught me in the head and I shouted
from the shock.

“My friend said he could use a jacket like
that,” said one of the other four. “A gift would be
nice.”

I quickly took off my jacket and held it
toward the young gang member who had kicked
me.

“Is this a gift?" he said, taking it.
“It's whatever you want it to be.”

He kicked me again, hard in the head. “Is
this a gift?”

l.l&'es .'I'I
“Thanks, man.”

I sat in a ball on the floor. My face hurt. The
floor was getting cold. What would happen when
I needed the toilet?

B8
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“Nice shoes,” said a voice above me. | gave
them to him.

Mordecai got me out on bail at 7 P.M. My
bail was ten thousand dollars.

+

My friends at Drake & Sweeney had told the
newspaper about my stay in prison. Lawyer out
on bail. Was it theft? 1 read, the next day. They
took a photo of me when I first joined Drake &
Sweeney and that was there too. They were trying
to ruin my life. I wondered which client was paying
for all the hours Rafter and Arthur Jacobs were
spending on me. A client was definitely paying.
A client paid for every hour of every lawyer's
time. RiverOaks probably.

I went in to work at 14th Street. Ruby was
asleep in front of the door.

“Why are you sleeping here?” I asked. She
didn’t answer. She was hungry. I unlocked the
door, made coffee, and went to find the cookies.

The phone rang. It was Megan. Ruby had
left Naomi’s.

“Are you taki ng drugs again?” [ asked Ruby.
She didn’t look at me. “No,” she said.
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“Yes, you are. Don’t lie to me, Ruby. I'm
your friend and your lawyer and I'll help you see
Terence. But I can’t help if you lie to me. Now
will you go back to Naomi’s?”

“Yes.”

“Good. I'll take you.”

“OK.” She took another cookie, her fourth.

On the way back to Naomi's, she said, “You
were in prison.”

“How did you know?”

“You hear stuff on the street.”

When we arrived, Megan took Ruby into
the women’s group and then asked me to stay for
coffee. She threw a Washington Post to me. “Bad
night, huh?" she said with a smile.

There was my photo again. “It wasn’t too
bad.”

“What's this?” she asked, pointing at my
face.

“A guy in my cell wanted my shoes. He took
them.”

She looked at my shoes. Old Nikes. “Those?”

“Yes. Good shoes, aren’t they?”

“How long were you in there?”

“A couple of hours. Then 1 got my life
together. I'm a new man now.”
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She smiled again, a perfect smile. Her eyes
held mine for a second and I thought, “No wed-
ding ring on her finger.” She was tall and a little
too thin. Her hair was dark red and short and well-
cut. Her eyes were light brown, very big and
round, and nice to look at. She was very attractive
and I wondered why I hadn’t noticed it before.

1 told her about me. She told me about herself.
He father was in the church in Maryland. He liked
baseball and he loved Washington. As a teenager,
Megan had decided to work with the poor. It was
a job—but a job she liked.

I told her the story of Mister and how [ had
started working with the homeless. She was very
interested and asked lots of questions. Then she
asked me to come back later for lunch. If the sun
was shining, we could eat outside. I liked that. I
thought it was romantic. You can find love any-
where, even in a shelter for homeless women.

4
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Chapter 12
The Washington Post

The file was thick; Rafter had worked very
hard. It was my copy of Drake & Sweeney’s
complaint to the Bar Association. In one sentence:
1 had stolen their file, so now I should lose my
license.

But it was a shock. Drake & Sweeney wanted
blood, my blood. It was frightening. Since I had
started law school ten years earlier, I had never
thought of any other kind of work. What would
I do without a law license?

But there was one thing Drake & Sweeney
didn’t know yet. Tomorrow morning at nine
o’clock, Mordecai and [ were starting a four million
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dollars lawsuit against them for the death of the
Burton family.

I went into Mordecai’s office. “What do I
do?” I said.

He smiled. “Same as they did. Call the Wash-
ington Post. 1 was at college with Tim Claussen.
He's one of their best journalists.”

Next moming we told Tim Claussen about
the lawsuit against Drake & Sweeney. The Burton
story was already big as a result of the march and
my night in prison, and this made it even bigger.
He asked us a lot of questions and I was happy
to answer. Drake & Sweeney went to the news-
papers first.

The story was in the newspaper the next
day. For an old law company like Drake &
Sweeney, it was the worst thing in the world.
Arthur Jacobs’s photo appeared next to DeVon
Hardy’s. There ygere also photographs of Lontae
Burton taken from the march. You didn’t even
have to read the story; the photographs said it all.
Because of Drake & Sweeney, these poor people
were dead.

The next day it got even worse for Drake
& Sweeney. The Post Office didn’t like all these
stories in the newspapers and they didn’t want
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RiverOaks as their real estate company. That left
RiverOaks with nothing. RiverOaks told the
Washington Post they didn’t know the evictions
were illegal. A million dollar lawsuit for lost busi-
ness by RiverOaks against Drake & Sweeney was
becoming possible.

+

Arthur Jacobs phoned Mordecai at the Law Center.
He wanted to meet Mordecai at Drake & Sweeney’s
offices to talks about the lawsuit. Without me.
Mordecai smiled at me. “This could be the
meeting,” he said.

“Maybe,” 1 replied.

My future could depend on Mordecai’s talk
with Arthur Jacobs. That night I couldn’t sleep.
Mordecai was enjoying himself. He told me
afterward that he couldn’t believe Arthur Jacobs
was nearly eighty.

The old man told Mordecai immediately
that Braden Chance was gone. He didn’t chose to
leave Drake & Sweeney. They told him to go.
Chance had been the only one who know those
people were tenants. I believed that.

Mordecai showed Arthur Jacobs the miss-
ing note from the file, and the receipt. Rafter was
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The story was in the newspaper the nexr day.
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at the meeting too, with some other lawyers, and
for a long time none of them said a word.

Then Arthur Jacobs made a suggestion: he
said he wanted to meet with us and a judge. With
the judge there, we could decide everything on
one day—the Burton lawsuit, the theft of the file
lawsuit, and the Bar Association complaint. The
judge would be Judge DeOrio, who Mordecai
knew was a fair judge.

“What do.you think?” Mordecai asked me.

“What do you think?"

“I say we do it. I'll call Judge DeOrio and
arrange a time.”

|

Chapter 13
Burton Against Drake & Sweeney

We were in Judge DeOrio’s room, but this wasn’'t
a court. There were two lawyers from RiverOaks.
Form Drake & Sweeney there was Arthur jacobs,
Rafter, Nathan Malamud, and Barry Nuzzo. Why
Malamud and Nuzzo, who were not going to speak
for Drake & Sweeney? Then I understood.
Malamud and Nuzzo had gone back to work after
that Tuesday with Mister. They were fine. So why
wasn’t 1?7

Judge DeOrio said good moming and then
gave Mordecai five minutes to make the com-
plaint against Drake & Sweeney in the Burton
lawsuit. Mordecai needed just two minutes. He
explained clearly how Drake & Sweeney's illegal
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eviction led to the deaths of Lontac Burton and
her children.

Arthur Jacobs spoke for Drake & Sweeney.
He didn’t disagree with Mordecai about what had
happened to Lontae and her children. But he said
it was, in part, her own fault.

“There were places for her to go,” Arthur
said. “There were shelters open. She spent the
night before in a church, with many other people.
Why did she leave? Her grandmother has an
apartment in Northeast. Why didn’t this mother
do more to protect her little family?”

“Why was she in the street at all?” DeOrio
asked, and [ almost smiled.

Arthur stayed clam. “The eviction was
wrong,” he said. “We are not arguing with Mr.
Green about that. We are saying that events after
the eviction were partly the mother’s fault.”

“How much of its was her fault?” asked
Judge DeOrio.

“At least half.”

“That’s too high.”

“We don't agree, Judge DeOrio.”

“Mr. Green?”

_ Mordecai stood, shaking his head in disbe- _
lief, like Arthur was a fist-year law student. “These T Lo 7Y
people have nowhere to live, Mr, Jacobs. That’s
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why they’re called homeless. You put this family
on the street. You've told us you did. And that’s
where they died. We could go to court. Would you
say the same thing there? Stand up in court, Mr.
Jacobs: Say, ‘It was the mother’s fault her family
died.” _

Arthur and the rest of the Drake & Sweeney
lawyers looked scared enough at the idea of telling
a court full of black people that the Burton family’s
death was, in part, Lontae’s fault.

~ “Drake & Sweeney are guilty of an illegal
eviction,” said Judge DeOrio. “That’s clear. I
wouldn’t advise you to blame the mother in a
court.”

Mordecai and Arthur sat down. We had won
the Burton lawsuit without going to court. Now
we would discuss how much Drake & Sweeney
should pay. Rafter stood up. He talked about how
much money you usually got for dead children in
lawsuits. He had read a lot of these lawsuits across
the US. He offered fifty thousand dollars for each
child. He became boring. He started to discuss the
amount of money Lontae had lost because she
died and so she didn’t go to work. That was added
to the money you usually got for dead children.
In total, he offered seven hundred and seventy
thousand dollars.
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“Is that your final offer, Mr Rafter?” aked
Judge DeOrio. He looked like he hoped it wasn't.

“No, sir,” Rafter said.

“Mr. Green.”

Mordecai stood again. “We do not accept
their offer, Judge DeOrio. Sir, this talks of the
value of each child means nothing to me. I know
how much I can get if this comes to court and the
people of Washington decide. And that is a lc.
more than Mr. Rafter is offering. These children
were, of course, homeless black children. Mr. Raf-
ter, you have a son at private school. Would you
take fifty thousand dollars for him?”

Rafter looked down and didn’t reply.

“T can walk into a Washington court and I
can get a million dollars each for Lontae Burton’s
little children. That's the same as any child in an
expensive school in Virginia or Maryland.”

The defence team looked at each other. They
all had kids in expensive schools in Virginia and
Maryland. Mordecai then talked about the last
hours of Lontae Burton and her family, as he had
at Capitol Hill. He was a born storyteller and he
had a good story to tell. His voice went up and
then down in anger. At the end he pointed at the
Drake & Sweeney lawyers, speaking for them.
“Those people in that warehouse,” he shouted.
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“They’re just a bunch of squatters. Throw them
out!”

He asked for four million dollars. It was
silent in the room when he finished. Judge DeOrno
made some notes. The next thing to discuss was
the file.

“Do you have the file?” Judge DeOrio asked
me.

“Yes, sir.”

“Will you give it to me?”

“Yes, sir.”

Mordecai gave Judge DeOrio the file and
we all sat and watched for ten minutes while the
judge read it. When he had finished he said, “The
file has been returned, Mr. Jacobs. There was a
criminal lawsuit about its theft. What do you want
to do now?”

“If we can agree on the Burton lawsuit, we
will stop the criminal lawsuit against Mr. Brock
for theft of the file.”

“Mr. Brock? Is that acceptable to you?”

Yes! “Yes, sir. It 1s.”

“Next, we have the complaint to the Bar
Association by Drake & Sweeney against Michael
Brock. Mr. Jacobs?”

Arthur stood up again. He talked about why
it was wrong for a lawyer to steal a file from his
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own company. He didn’t seem to be enjoying it,
and he didn’t take too long about it. But [ had been
one of them and then I had damaged them. They
wouldn’t forgive me for that. The complaint to the
Bar Association wouldn't be stopped.

I wasn't a criminal. Arthur said, so they
would stop the theft lawsuit, But I was a lawyer
and a good one. And so the complaint should go
to the Bar Association.

The lawyers from RiverOaks didn’t speak,
but it was clear they agreed. It was, of course, their
client’s file I had taken. And Arthur spoke so well
that actually I agreed with him too.

“Mr. Brock?” said Judge DeOrio. “Do you
have anything to say?”

I hadn’t prepared anything, but I wasn't
afraid to say what I felt. I looked Arthur in the
eyes and said,” “Mr Jacobs, I have always had a
very high opinion of you, and I still do. I was
wrong to take the file and I am sorry I did it. I
was looking for information and I was going to
put the file back, but all that is no excuse. I apolo-
gize to you, to Drake & Sweeney, and to your
client, RiverOaks.”

Mordecai told me afterwards that he knew
immediately Drake & Sweeney would agree to his
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next suggestion. The anger had gone out of the
situation.

Mordecai suggested twenty-five thousand
dollars each to all the people evicted by Drake &
Sweeney, when we could find them. He suggested
three million dollars for the Burton lawsuit, paid
at three hundred thousand a year. And after a lot
of talk, we agreed that I would lose my license for
nine months only.
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Chapter 14
A New Life

Early Friday I was happily helping homeless people
at the 14th Street Law Center, though not, of
course, speaking as a lawyers, when Arthur Jacobs
suddenly appeared at my door. I said hello nicely,
though I couldn’t imagine what he wanted. He
said no to coffee. He just wanted to talk.

Arthur said that the last few weeks had been
the most difficult of his fifty-six years as a lawyer.
Drake & Sweeney was OK again now, but he still
couldn’t sleep. He felt guilty about the deaths of
Burton family and he would never forget it. And
he was tired of chasing money. I was too surprised
to say much, so I just listened. Arthur was suffer-
mg and I felt sorry for him.
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He asked about the Law Center and the
work we did. How long had the Center been there?
How many people worked there? Where did the
money come from? This gave me an opportunity
and I took it. I told Arthur that because [ couldn’t
work as a lawyer, I was starting a pro bono
program. [ was going to use lawyers from the big
Washington law companies. These volunteer
lawyers would work a few hours a week and I
would tell them what to do. We could reach
thousands of homeless people.

Arthur liked the idea. As we discussed it,
the program grew larger. After a few minutes, he
was talking about sending all 400 of his
Washington lawyers to do pro bono work for a
few hours a week.

“Would 400 lawyers be too many?" Arthur
asked.

“No,” I said. “But I'll need help from inside
Drake & Sweeney. I know someone. He's at the
Chicago office, but I'm sure you can get him
back.”

As I has guessed, Arthur knew nothing about
Hector Palma or how he had helped me get the
RiverOaks file. Hector would be back in Wa-
shington in a month, working with me.
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Arthur stayed in my office for two hours. He
was a much happier man when he left. He had a
purpose in life. I walked him to his car and then
ran to tell Mordecai the good news. We could help
as many homeless people as we needed to.

£

Megan’s uncle owned a house near Fenwick Is-
land, right.near the ocean, a perfect place for a
weekend break.

We left Washington Friday afternoon. I drove
and Megan told me where to go. And Ruby sat
in the back seat, eating cookies, excited by the
thought of spending a few day, outside the city.
megan had told me very clearly that there were
three bedrooms in her uncle’s house—one for
each of us.

It rained Saturday—a cold shower that blew
in from the ocean. Megan and I sat and watched
it out of the window, sitting close together on the
couch.

“Where's our client?” I asked.
“Ruby? Watching TV. What are you think-
mg?" she asked quietly.
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“f'me thinking about my new life.”
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Everything and nothing. Thirty-two days
earlier [ had been mamed to another woman, living
in a different apartment, and doing different work.
I didn’t even know the woman whose head was

now on my shoulder. How could life change so
much in a month?

“I'm thinking about my new life,” I said.
And we both smiled.
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d “I'm sorry.”

e “Are you hurt?”

f “l called the hospital.”
g “How silly of mel"

4 Michael Brock says that “there wasn't much left" of
his marriage to Claire. Discuss why.
ACTIVITIES
Chapters 3-5

hapt =
Chapters 1-2 Before you read

Before you read

; 5 Find these words in your dictionary. Then complete
1 The book is called The Street Lawyer. Who do you

the sentences with the words.

think a street lawyer helps? How is a street lawyer's
job different from the job of other lawyers?

Answer the questions. Find the words in italics in
your dictionary. They are all in the story.

a Does a lawyer or a doctor have clients?

b Is the director of a company the boss or an
assistant?

Who can a man get a divorce from?

Does dynamite cause explosions?

If you are evicted, can you stay in your home?
Who lives in a shelter. people who have homes,
or homeless people?

g Can you go into a warehouse and buy things?

- 0 o0

After you read
3 Who say these words? Who are they talking to ?

What is the situation?

a “Put that gun down."
b “Lock the door.”
¢ . “Michaell Are you OK?"
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Avenue file golf golf course lawsuit
photocopier real estale squatter  tenant
volunteer

a Their actions weren't legal, so we can start a ~

b Some of our helpers don’t get any money. They
are ...

¢ They live in that house but it isn't theirs and they
don't pay any rent, so they're ......

d Mr. and Mrs. Klein are my ...... They pay me
$500 a month rent for the apartment.

e | hate ..... | think its' a silly game.

f Dad's always on the ..... after work,

g It's a well-organized office. All the papers are
in different coloured .....

h Take these documents to the ... and copy
them, please.

I She works for a ..... company. She buys and
sells expensive houses.

| When you reach 42nd Street, Florida ..... is on
your leit.
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6 Discuss these questions with a partner. What will
Michael do?

What should he do? Why?

a Will he speak to Claire and save his marriage?
b Will he visit Mordecai Green again?
¢ Wil he find out more about the eviction?

After you read
7 Put these events in the right order.

a Michael discovers that RiverOaks was slarted
in 1977.

He meets Ontario.

He tells Claire he is going to Memphis.

He asks Braden Chance for a file.

He sees a homeless man in the snow.

He goes back to his apartment.

He speaks to Sofia Mendoza.

He tells his dad that he is thinking of leaving
Drake & Sweengy.

He discovers some information about the evic-
tion.

He goes to the fourth floor at Drake & Sweeney.
He goes to a bar on M Street.

He makes sandwiches.

He discovers that Ontario is dead.

— TO -0 Q0o

3 X

B8 Work with a partner.

Student A: You are Michael. Tell your mother/
father why you want to leave Drake
& Sweenay.

Student B: You are Michael's father or mother.

Tell Michael why he should stay in his
job.
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Chapters 6-8

Before you read

9 Find these words in your dictionary.

coffin
morgue

funeral license
wired wreck

fingerprints
theft

Fird;

o0 o

three words connected with death.

two words connected with criminal activities.
the result of a bad car accident.

something that a lawyer must have.

a word connected with secret recordings.

After you read

10 Are these statements true, false, or don’t we know?

a
b

- T - O 1]

Michael arranges the Burton family's funeral.
Michael doesn't want his blue jacket back be-
cause it reminds him of Ontario.

The death of the Burton family is a big story
because little children died in the cold.

_ The death of Mister changes Michaei's life.

Mordecai is the best speaker at the march.

$ 30,000 a year is not a lot to eamn in the US.
Arthur Jacobs is not interested in pro bano work.
Michael wants to keep the RiverZ:uks file.

A man shouts "Hey!" because he hnows that
Michael has taken the file.

Michael keeps the file because of the car crash.
Hector Palma gets Michaels' home telephone
number from Drake & Sweeney.

Hector Palma doesn’t remember his first meet-
ing with Michael.
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m Hector Paima wants to help Drake & Sweeney
against Michael.

n  Michael tells Mordecai about the file.

o Barry Nuzzo is wired.

Chapters 9-11
Before you read

11 Find these words in your dictionary:

bail cell fax lieutenant  receipt

Which word describes:
a room?

money?

a policeman?

a small document?
a message?

o o0 oo

After you read
12 Answer the questions.

Why are the people at the shelter homeless?
What is Waylene's problem?

What is Ruby's problem?

Why is Michael put in a cell?

Why do Michael and Mordecai think that a law-
suit against Drake & Sweeney might be a suc-
cess?

Why do Michael and Mordecai need Hector
Palma?

Why is the receipt important?

How does Michael get out of prison?

Which person connects Michael and Me-gan?
How does Michael know that Megan isn't mar-
ried?

o a0 oR

=
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Chapters 12-14
Before you read

13

What do you think will happen about:

a the criminal lawsuit against Michael for theft of
the file?

b the complaint against Michael to the Bar Asso-
ciation?

¢ the lawsuit against Drake & Sweeney for illegal
eviction?

After you read
14 Work with a partner. One of you is Mordecai Green

and the other is Arthur Jacobs. Argue about:

a the criminal lawsuit against Michael for theft of
the file.

b the complaint against Michael to the Bar Asso-
ciation.

c the lawsuit against Drake & Sweeney for illegal
eviction,

Writing

15

16

17

18

19

Write the note that Hector Palma wrote on January
27.

Write the part of Claire's divorce statement saying
why she wants to divorce Michael.

Write about the problems that a homeless person
has.

Draw a plan of Michael's new apartment and write
a description of it.

Write a description of Mordecai Green. Give your
opinion of him and his work.

You are Megan. Write a letter.to a friend from your
uncles' house near Fenwick Island. Describe your
holiday with Michael and Ruby. Give your opinion
of Michael.
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