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(Forcign observers reported that election was as fair as pos-
sible unders existing circumstonces. See Economist, February 9, 1952,
pp 349-351, For an cxample of such reports)
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cofefy 0ooScocom (Asian Annual, 1954, P.15.) 03¢
§o3 sdlfgoonzonpdu
No two public account agree on the distribution of seats because
some local elections were disputed, some elected members of
parliament shifted alliances, and some dicd before taking office.
According to the parliamentary secretary of the chamber of
Deputies, U Nan Nwe, the true composition of the parliament
between 1954 and 1956 was as follows.

Pro AFPFL; AFPFL, 143,

United Hill People's League, 39,

United Karen League, 13.

Arakanese Muslims, 3;

Total 198.

Anti-AFPFL: BWPP, 9.

Arakan Parliamentary Group 9.

Parliamentary Independent Group,8.

People's United Party, 2.

Karen National Congress, 2:

Pa- O Organization,3.

total -33

Independents, 5

Grand total, 236.
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Percentage Seats
1956 Votes Cast [of total votg
cast) won

Burma Proper
AFPFL | 1,844,614 47.7 147
NUF 1,170,073 304 48
BDP 113,091 29 0
BNB 77,364 20 1
ANUO 38,939 1.0 S5
Indepent dents 119,148 3.1 4
Minor Partics 35,943 0.8 0

Table (1) Elections in Burma (Chamber of Deputies)
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0QaQGama554¢a860qo3 99l dmeqmagnd (200(9)
goqecoaopds
(Nation, May 15, 1956)
(Far Eastern Survey, 25) December, 1956(Paciffic Affairs, 30(Decenberm

1957)
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other state (esFpfoeS40Sape)
UHPC 163,283 42 14
PECDO 49203 1.3 4
ASSO 41,940 1.1 4
SSPO 31,112 08 2
KNC 30,837 0.8 2
UNPO 22,185 32 9
Indepen dents 120,018 32 9
Minor Parties 4,462 0.1 0
Contest not held X X 9
Total 3,868,242 100.0 250
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B Percentage
1960 Votes Cast oftotal | Seats
Votes Cast Won

Burma Proper (jynfr)
Clean AFPFL 3480588 527 157
Slable AFPEL 1974469 2938 Q
NUF 362495 54 4
BDP 7,788 0.1 0
ANUO 5161 0.7 9
Indepen dents 281,127 42 6
Minor Parties 59214 038 0
Other States
PECDO 51,060 0.7 2
ASSO 17,904 03 0
KNC 46,950 07 3
UNPO 49,131 0.7 3
SSYOUO 78090 1.1 9
SSup 30,781 04 2
IPUO 13,583 02 1
Independents 172,1892 25 12
Minor Parties 33425 05 0
1960 Votes Cast
Totals 6633802 100.0 250
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Shan State Parties.

UHPC - United Hill peoples Congress.
Asso - All Shan State Organization.
SSPO - Shan State peasant Organization.
SSUP - Shan State Uinty Party.
UNPO -  United National Pa-O.
SSHPUQ - Shan State Hill peoples Organization.
IPUO - Independent Party Uity Organization. Kachin
State Parties.
PECDO -  Peoples Economic Chltural Development
Organization.
KNC Kachin National Congress.
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Military Rule in Burma First Phase, (1962-1974)
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seizure of power as the sccond half of a revolution that began
with the fight for independence. Now the army's task was to

(trans form) the society to socialism."
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We are just Burmese revolutionaries and socialists who

arc keeping peace with history 0p e“l&@:‘g@xén
(1) Burma weekly Bulletin , 10no 49(April 5,1962)417

(2) Grovernment of Burma, Burma Socialist Program
Party, The System of Correlation of Man and His
Enviroament.(Rangoon ; Bruma Socialist Program Party,1963) p.35 (
hereafter cited as SCME)
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The Burmesc Way to Socialism (BWS) ‘?8.
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system of correlattion of Man and His Enviror ment
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* Ba Than, The Roots fo the Revoluation (Rangoon
Gardian) 1962-p.59)

* Grvernment of Burma, Revoluation Council.The Brumese
way to Socialism. The policy Declaration of the Revoluationary
Council (Rangoon: Ministry of Information , 1962 ).(hcreafter cited
as BWS) appeared on Aprial 30.1962 and SCME on January
18.1963.
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In Budhism, it is based on the assumption that all
things are subject to the law of impermanence and change.
Change it argues takes many forns and is neither incremental nor
dialectic.

It varies in quartity and quality. As long as the changes
after things in only a limited way, they may be consider as
cevolutionary, however, as the tempo quickens and the clegree of

change in creases, they become revolutionary. 0p Guggmomén

50050005¢)

* ‘Iﬁ&!’r (SCME)

According to SCME , "When an evolutionary - process
reaches a certain condition. point or stage, it passes into revalution
a form of fundamcntal and entirc change of dynamic momentum,
historians call such changes social revolutions" (see p-17) (pp 10-
11, pp 28-29,p 31)
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"Social revolntion is cffect and not a cause, Whereas the
cvolutionary process is the cause of the revolutionary Change"
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Man's nature the militry social theorists orgned has
propensity for evil as well as for good.
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"Aware as we are of such human frailties we must make

our way of life a living reality, i-e a socialist way of democratic life
that can constantly check and co ntrol this enil ten-
dency have the right of using his own creative larbor
andiritiative.
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" The socialist democracy envisaged by the military
thinkers a includes the nity of the will and initiative of the
individual man and group in the one hand and centralized
guidance of society on the other.
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" Democratic centralism and individual freedom, there

forem are compatible and whem combined produce a progressive
and prosperous society. Only when the stmach is full, these
theorists arge, will there be wholesome morality.
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"Men inherited the social system of the previous
generation and by his own creative effort changes it as he

deems to be good" 0P m&é@@é&éno%c@)&@&oﬁcﬁ
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History is the record of man's movement from one
epoch to the next.
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For a discussion and application of Marx's Asiatic mode

of production to Burmese history, see Khin Maung Kyi and Daw
Tin Tin, Administrative pattcrn in Historical Burma.
(Singapore: Institute  of Southeast Asian Studies 1973)
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Socialism as espoused by Burma's Smilitary thinker is

utopian in its goats.

A Socialist system, they arguc is based on Justice it
is a prosperous and affluent societyh Free from explaitation
oroppression of man by man, where there is no profiteerin....
...no class antrgonism that thrcatens human welfarc and where
man's physical well being and happiness are assured.”
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oéw ouPé&\con The RC permitted very little information to

be published about its methods of opcrations and decision
making,the civilian elite assumed that Ne¢ Win was the key
figure in the counciljthat no decision was taken aganist his
mind,debate was cnded andimplementation began.Therc arc no
indicatouions of any scrious challenges to his leadweship
within the Councol.

Unrestricted by the challlenges that could been posed
by a constitution,a legislaturc,or an elecoate,the RC governed
by decree and proclamation.All its pronouncements had the
force of law and remained in ecffect until with drawn or
replaced.
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Guardian (daily),October 22,1971;in 1965,Colonel Tinll said
that the purpose of the SACs was to protect the the interests of the
working people;to improve the lot of the workers and peasants in the
shortest time;to productive foeces,equipment, machinery, workers,and
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peasants;and to bring harmony and unity under the Burma Socialist
Program Party.See Guardian(daily)Augusr 17,1965.
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For acritique of the Supreme and High Courts under the 1947
constitution,seec Giverment of Burma,Burma Socialist Program
Party,Address Deliverd by Genaral Ne Win,Chairman of the Burma
Socialist Program Party at the Opening of the Fourt Party Seminar on
6th Nove,1969 (Rangoon:Burma Socialist Program Party,Central
Press,1969)P.P 14ff.

* Guardian(daily)March 31,1962.The amalgamation of the
two courts created some technical problems.Formerly one could ap-
peal aHigh Court ruling in the Supreme Court. With the creation of the
new Chief Court,the court's decisions were appealable to itself,if the
decisions were made by onc or two of the judes sitting asthe court.Sce
"Union Judiciary Act Amending law,1962"in forword ,no0.9(December
7,1962)22.
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* Guardian(daily)July 11,1962

* Goverment of Burma,Director of Information,Burma;
Administrative and Social Affairs (1962-1963)(Ramgoon Director of
Information,1965)P.37
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Union-State Relations.
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*U HLA AUNG ."The Common Law in Burma",Guadian
(Daily)April 10,1962.Am one thosc arested on the night of the

Coup was Sao Shwe Taik, the first pesident of the Union of
Burma.Iln the couse of his arresthis son resisted and was

killed,the only known casuality of the coup.
obgpbqBeqs candiyoycieubigf,

Liberty under the Military
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The budget process under the 1947 constitution was not
systematic.Each statc drew up its own and adjusted its expenditucs
according to the lump sum allotted to it.State budgts were
appended to the budget of the Union of Burma and together they
were considered the national budget.

*Nation,March 23,1962,The ruling affcted Muslims and Hindus

more than Buddhists and Chistians.
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* In the section of the Constitution of the Burma Socialist
Program Party emtitled "Origins and Purposes."the authers
wrote,"The Revolutionary Council,forged by peculiar and powerful
historical forus is revolutionary in essence, but wears the outward
garb of a military Concil."This the RC deems undesirable.The RC
believes that the natural leader of the revolution is a revolutionary

political party.
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The goverment calimed that the students were propmpted
by the Communists,and General Ne Win declared,"1 had no alterna-
tive but to meet dah with dah and spear with spear."See-Josel Silvertein
and Julian Wohl, "University Students and Politics in Burma."Pacific
Affairs,37,n01(Spring 1964),50-65.Also scc Gorvenment of Burma,

Party Scminar 1965,P.P60-61.
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groups in attendance were the Arakanese Communist party,Karenni

Government of Burma,Party Seminar 1965,PP.47-48.The

National program party,Communist party of Burma,Burma Commu-
nist party,Karcn Revolutionary Force,and Kachin Independence
Council.Scveral of these groups were united in the talks as the Na-
tional Democratic United Front.
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(2) Government of Burma, Burma Socialist krogram Party,
Address Delivered by General Ne Win, Chairman of Burma
Socialist Program Party at Opcning Session of the Fourth
Party Seminar on 6% November 1969 (Rangoon: , Burma Socia

list Program Party, Central Press, 1969)
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Guardian (daily), September 26,

*1971.

* Working People's Daily, November 2, 1973, reported that

105,000 Participated in the first meeting with the committee
in preparing the initial draft; over cight million persons were
reported to have heard the explanation of the Second draft,
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In the First two drafts emphasis was placed on entral

leadership. The wording of the article was central leadership and
regional imploementataion are the principles for organizing and

building the State (Article 29, first draft and Article 28, second draft)
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reported tat the Chinese baartered the rice they obtained from Burma
for rubber and other productes offered by formeer rice customers of
the Bumcsc. On September 18, 1962, the Nation reported that a ship-
load of rice purchased by Yugoslavia was unleaded in Singapore and

on the several occasions between 1956 and 1959, it was

resold at a considerable in Singapore and resold at a considerable
profit.
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