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KYINN-TAUNG PAGADA OF MINBYA

One of the holiest sites in the whole of Rakhine State, Kyinn-
toung Pagoda is the one in which root of the tongue relic of Lord
Buddha has been enshrined. The Pagoda has been built and wor-
shipped according to fthe preordainment of the Blessed One during
His sojourn in Dynayawady Rakhineland.

Tradition hs it that the hill range on which the relic has beem
enshrined in a pagoda is a sacred place where the Great Teacher in
one of His former existences had lived. In historical annals, the hill
range was known as "Karlargiri" or "Giripabhata" Traditional Rakhine
name for the range is "Karkagiri" Arterwards, it is changed into'Kyii-
taung" or "Kyinn-Taung"

Here is an extract of a Rakhine-traditional verse on its religious
history describing the preordainment of the Lord during His stop over
at Silagiri Hill.

"...The Blessed One, Great Teacher of Men

Preordained oncef that Karlargiri,

The sacred Hill, where lived

The Master as King of Parrots

Together with fellow birds.

The said site be the location

Whereupon the tongue root relic

Of the Lord be enshrined

In the Pagoda, Zihwar Ceti"

During one of the Lord's fromer existences King of Parrots, he
flew towards the present hill range together wiht five hendred fellow
parrots. Being a place where security was assured and there were
abundant of fruits and foods the flock of birds settled along the range.
The people living around the area were also enjoyed to see them
dwelling together harmoniously. So did the hill range become known
as Karkargiri hill, meaning the hill where the holy parrots had lived.
"Karka", in Pali, means not only parrots but birds of different feath-
ers.

Some believe that"Karkargin" which is translated into RaKhine
as "Kyeekann-taung" (the hill where holy crows had lived) has
changed into "Kyin-taung". Others ponder that as the holy King of
Parrots had dwelled and slept there its name naturatly has been known

&
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as kyinn-taung. "Kyinn", in native language, means "to sleep”. The
present name of the range is "Kyinn-taung"

According to our historical annals, many ancient Rakhine kings
have renovated and restored the famous pagoda time and again. In
the treatise on "King Mong Phalaung's Religious Deeds Concerning
Holy Relics of Lord Buddha" the "Kyinn-taung Pagoda" is one of the
meritorious deeds of King Asoka of Pataliputta in India. As a matter of
fact, King Asoka shared the sacred relics to King Suriya Sakka (315-
271 B.C) of Rakhine Dynyawady kimgdom sending a formal mes-
sage. The relics were brought to Rakhing land by Bhikkhu Vakula and
Bhikkhu Maha Tissa personally. Inthe Year 307 B.C. (Buddhist sasana
era 222), The reverend Bhikkhus arrived at Dynyawady and the relics
were duly enshrined including tongue root relics of the Great Teacher.
Since its inception, Rakhine kings such as Suriya Sakka, Maha Taing
Candra (A.D 328), Thiri Candra (A.D. 638), King Mong Runpru (A.D.
847), King Kawliya(A.D. 1123), King Dasaraja(A.D. 1139) and King
Mong Htee had renovated and reconstructed the sacred edifice now
again. King Saw Mwan(A.D 1431)and King Sanda Wizaya (A.D. 1710)
of Mrauk-U period had also a hand in its upkeep.

When Minbya town was founded in 1868, the township authori-
ties restored and repaired the pagoda on many occasions. A brick
flight of stairs 930 feet in length leading to the pagoda platform which
has 650 stairs was added to it. It had cost ten thousand kyats, re-
corded in Dr. Forchammer's book entitle "Arakan, 1891."

During his tenure as Township Administrative Officer, U Tha Pan
set up a pagoda trustee board in 1908 gilded the edifice from top to
bottom and a new "hti" (umbrella) was hoisted. It was mentioned in a
poem for memorial of the event. In 1910, Township Adminsitrative
Officer U Hla Tun Oo in collaboration with town elders and local popu-
lace built the covered stairway, a flight of stairs made of brick and
roads to and around the religiouns monument. They all are still in
use.

The presetn measurements of the Pagoda is forty-eight feet
and three inches in height, eighty feet and four inches in circumfer-
ence at the basement and the height of the " hti"(umbrella), ten feet
and ten inches. Being situated on a hillock four hundred and fourteen
feet high, the Kyinn-taung Pagoda is definitely befitting to be observed.
For those who happen to obsesrve it may gain merit. The hill range
running for about three miles covered with natural forests and dotted
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with flowering trees appeal many a sight-seer. Villages all round the
area go well with the pagoda and the fantastic range.

Natural beauty surrounding the sacred pagoda is something like
a painting of a great artist. Birds of various kinds and colours flying to
and fro and resting here and there in groups or pairs, singing their
lovely songs match the scenic beauty of the sacred place. To ob-
serve to the east from the hill top in clear weather, one may be over
whelmed with admiration at the creation of Injananadi (Lemro River)
and Minbya town situated on the left bank of it.

Minbya locates about 30 miles to the north-east of Sittwe as the
crow-flies. Sprawling at the easterm foothill of the Kyinn-taung range,
the town should be befittingly christened Kyinn-myo. Since ancient
times places such as village-tract, administive area and the town
inself had been named after the exotic mountain range.

Kyimm-taung Pagoda has been the famous religious edifice
since it has been built and worshipped long, long ago. The religious
festival, Buddha Pujaniya, has been held at the site annually in memory
of the Great Teacher. Especially on Warkywat (End of Buddhist Lent)
and Thong-kran (New Year) celebrations, the local populace, in groups,
can be seen coming in processing to worship the sacred zedi danc-
ing and beating traditional Rakhine drums in tune with the religious
occasions. One noted Rakhine author penned the following piece of
verse on such occasion:

"...As many a man observe the shrine,

Definitely be overwhelmed with with religious fervour,

All applaud on such religious occasions,

Compounded with beating of drums.

Echoed reaching far and wide

So is held the festival annually

At the sacred site of pagoda Kyinn-taw-shin"

At present, the religious monument is illuminated with electric
lights at night so that it looks more marvellous. The history of the
pagoda has been recorded in a book written by Bikkhu U Kitti, a na-
tive of Minbya, who was a Buddhist missionary in India. The book
was published in 1947 (1309 Rakhine Era). In that book, it is men-
tioned that the sacred relics of the Blessed One were conveyed to
Rakhine King from King Asoka of India. A large number of ancient
religious monuments throughout the length and breadth of Rakhineland
in different ages prove that the Buddhistic culture has taken root in

G
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Rakhine State since long, long ago and without interruption. We,

Rakhies, shoud, individually and in gruoups, preserve and develop

every aspect of our culture handed down by our ancestors with our
utmost efforts.

(Written by Ashun Sakkinda and trans-
lated by U Ah Lonn Maung)
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