) ,

‘:;'“n._;‘ =

The SUPREME SCIENCE

SR

il

g
g o
5 IR = 0

- —EHE‘ =

B § o2 2 25 R 3 zﬁ?&%&bé'

S

]
e


Administrator
New Stamp


www.burmese‘claésic_.com |

" The Supreme Science
.ot
- The Buddha

: by
Egerton C. Baptist

=3sf°3°9§ amm

egloSm @smsgg
Bl



Administrator
New Stamp


ooySrtegos (206/0a)(s)
- qodpdigéliaodngos (joo/ee) (6)
* . . A —

- _' 20Re ”S:Qc\‘éépnqm‘em@&qﬁcqf— 5000

.J
wé:emmgdtemened:onso (p590)
o$n§ ogl-aaa;: oelé:gmqa%ip '
Tty
-

' wsogbienanigh qobyg: Phdop
Sioneondols 2é:eos: 9480308 (onpsB)

L @y03(o) §eSepayhodireaned:Frqdogos

. Gqﬁﬂﬁ"ﬁw?"

%i"m' .
sidiegoRsrg - o
@

Bides

L

[Setaes |
oﬁogl:naq. :’B'E Seoq:zgmp
39@ qqu@rrﬁ uqq& 0o~ (96800

Preview

CONTENTS

" Introduction
. Foreword -

‘Il ASupreme Buddha'Arises in the World

'I‘ha: ’l‘hcists and Science

The Buddha's Main Teachings -
Kamima and the Life-flux-Santati -
Can We Believe in Re-birth?
Buddhism and Science

Buddhism Solves the Riddle of Life

9

. Page



Administrator
New Stamp


WWW. burméseclassu: com

:m?oqo. - S - .0
» nggogsorrg . « - '
peuypeg03co o ‘ - o Eocq ooagéaac ®: a::é cq.oama‘go e003648: s(:
807 é - g i :Joaco@ cx:r::ome c@oc cucqjoo §:ne_)n
g o - 2 ” hhhh - o[:ogm MR WAFF058 Goonmyprad 0082005
wafi(o) ofmdigénepdogin GBSl oo nyforepigpiet gresieodgéaopaan§oragdoopd
::ogo@o . - 9 cwpS: walm ,@ﬁoqr} mé@écog;caTécpy Iooqcnsﬂ é@ﬁ:
nog:( ) r:.mooog mogc%zaw&@ncm?m A 1 865@)¢00$:1§ oo§aopSesdad 203: E{c\no']:begh aBoa
o gloghioonfd - e o0 §RI03 P mc@“j offEogodplosdaoysay
- 584:(3) vglecdgoel mEm aaéfoqadyp: .~ 208 cooo’]a:eu
3;9%:(9) - 054¢ BRADF:a{mnE: :nécs ; - 280 ) mgog:m&ame ‘Ym 059,5 BégEcarn 9‘5 :qpSH
ﬁ?r‘%fiﬂl m°m5@565503°§@é$5mm‘ ' = Jog l [: oo §Eeoon gdqpdi-os: m@*émge q@or?o%o? fpceu:
x54.48) “ggom004¢ Bgupm . ol {.ccaao cameogﬁmoqp i) @a: mcgé@ cg]c oo
zaii(n) 9397000000 ;ovenfod daqéfsts - )96

. :ntﬁ:oasp qp e ng 05 gpegyed ﬁm@u ogoon:oda sot



Administrator
New Stamp


. | www.burmeseclassic.com
6 - : S c&nSmo&mEg@ 1 '

[BE oS 'oaigeon gb: gl oHGEREed BHUL:
- 0Bcops: oacxgccuoqoﬁca[j 3 [ga0pSn
mosoupn?.q:%q?m mc:csagﬁuig[j: §D20USPPHO
oac'oomu?epbq i 1ot OaEa) D3HE ge: qée[: an&?
cpa0: o?ooe walmego§éwp mc[:c%ma(:mamgm.
opypigocd ooglommopgeglodleéopde
R§§m§ec0nad]Crgp:go oéeant§eon :oc’fao_
qpicioaps: o3ogEamBn oqpdendadal cqlgdecc qeon:
- qpioBoopd: madiges(eBn s 00pd opeuligpigaod ooc
0ol Mg Sepeanad |5 §p8am0zc: joog:8Ea0pd
ceounS[Biqpiapdonps: aoTesladanosBu “28Q03uon

qp:0d o dsoéomiearn [feiopep: §¢ IDADOWS 0o: -

mémé oD ooaqjoqjos ?{:meu mg:sc[:[:éoo'r w8
S ‘Pg%@ (Bqobaqand cwoonciqpiy ordongoe}:

| ordpupoSa: s cgeBfeeas cocsafwa

‘ ;qgo%a;otﬂ @u

e, 3 ogmemé camt 23gopsom o3iondan ‘

| Gamms! mepepad 939 glccoocg glmpSarnaogSn 880?
v03s0f:0g0bag(ogoond 3mamigpinteogd: 353 40>
cqpmco?oacm ok: :odcoafoaotonpdi

oprogudt 37222032005 o?._ogqaoasaetﬂ & 033?3 omud
330:(’/3:90561’) 3;6)5@5073 GDO:!‘-‘H(; GB%AGPUSSQGO‘IS:? an

4

1

"%@ﬁ??am~ e

@ﬁco:@éqeé@mo’qéﬁ:mnﬁ Go:gé:géﬁeéu f550305 S
92092095 cpavric el [GgegoBEgad [Ggadisuicon(B:.
cpovramicy: qi{matetiige goimeydelgoRop e
o3 c403t§Eaj Boovifospimogad gimbean dhiogudy
of .aias 3%'-06% 3ol we"

99 CSUDCGU ?éGOC\)éQE!I NQ?OSG(QPMGUT%C CQUDCG
- §oclpanpl: cgarnoleh [mpSpdow ,,3 1qp 39§ (683§
e@u

OOOG* ‘?500?60}9 OO’JOOOOOGTJ C)Oé eémécamé \

"o ugsoondapapgosd vgopfeacgmesdort =

91.03.73*5]9@" 3205801 ogg;coa #p5:(uéfuden 23g405:
TR ek
3§ qeuepdy -

9300000 @@c:mwﬁp ae&mem-mcc‘;ﬁg
condecg iy agagedfiaar [godgoopepiall a3uSFE sacog,
mag.é mgepoegcugcdrogé mc@é@:ca&:mqa:cc}% :
8820{a¢ adodeom 20§:08c0084m0:09:03 {30358 gs:
Sl 2058 389m 708600005 3ier0 03:00051-28g6g,m
z:@:rgqog o[u:092:8Eenx oaonep: Escﬁooéu

“q:g@o%gosﬁ aa'o?ta?yzan 3;090533035 ::Sgo::ga”u?


Administrator
New Stamp


www.burmeseclassic.com

3;390(5 qué “The Supreme Science of the IBu'd_dh.a;f'

003003 Gpo00: 5:13 :r;rjoﬁr&wng (0) o6 ($) :nEc 95 -
2oneep: o0pongd Sjoorages sw?Ca??oe 083: (g5
oloopdi 3Bone3§E¢ cape(, § orep:§igieoypc(nd: o3ds3

G[EJ’JGU)OG‘? FELD O"}GTJ GU"J’J;DETJS‘BE&? tE‘.g‘:D’J:)CYJC?% GQ?

*e) cmoqjét 0505035 qm%@n%@a} ::Stémogmogé Eﬁﬁ '

NI ER0R 93056 o?ecano open sos: mocouq,%n
woced(S: u@eooo :0lepol a0

gjmdé ma?(Sco:m? (92 eﬁ.omooa mu@[:mC .
cqj?ccn aoosq?[;[. o?q; @ segpéiogd ngﬁcooo 005519;] '

20p8n my§e07d Bogd :ué;:rbo’.u $ada0ful Sgpymien
coniol :oéﬁ gﬁms?&ﬁ coSomcodom 00584] covbawpd:

oronfggas 8oduoy:dln opee 9563 seedm§ [0pS

- Goonéeol qo%w:m@é Ri§e0y egzonad: ogadepoyd
b u§ooodep: cﬁc@ocmqa:orgm gﬁma?uo?qu-

| . Ec?(\)arj GC\}C\YJBU’}DJEH gﬁ:ﬁ[jeogc @#wmguﬁmm
5 gfjesaplot omanfide oxE{Gas splgodeBodoloogdn -

weY Qﬁmﬁfamé o‘:sﬁoaoacgcﬂ_c?ofﬁofﬁ_ cap‘o%qx:
olBn mcoﬁo%éagaacﬂé:oﬁ...uo%gecx;on@étﬂ b 0pd
pbnabalyy ocodyad mghorep:of grodigpagoons &
oopdgt(es uoogcmmo[: HASHANY q,mqmo 05:0:600§

O'.I I

BgpuSoph ygomon

3. 5498 (€03 [oo:8e5 13 qe000 wefmpEiaap
t:gp:::vo@E ;0?083:599 [cpnventiqnéI truth) egp::oo@o%@
051 I0qeE MR cquEDgs (Lltimate truth) o
GEBaoneommsl§ wyo3sogn vpacSyp:opS mpuSeqpad
pi{BeocSenss '

‘The Supreme Science of the Buddha' 03603
Beooks- Fedq § 0090758 fpEevd podeodal
g8 fjenspSal o003 §agepg qoluwan(odS mpSifged
8 2290 948 0§50180003¢ (0800598620003 a{go]
20051 qp@q@:oﬁ Berycaoy] o%nq]ésg‘oé mm@@om
35¢a0p updozausfgeonioloondy ] opgpdepia} aud
BepS gl imadsl pdagoSeond pdf&:aomiulangS

93 0aNE) oaEoSTmIgP:dES epdaapisacl epd
wp53e8! mcpée;l?m:eo:écﬁecrg 9dmiasend [sdaopdn
v mod 8510803 goScdnderuecs) Bespleonad
onamecoed @5:\:0’33% 9202 epi60520p500p5: S04:00 -
scuero §g) eomandelgatesmearsroecood [gdoopbn

3300&?38§ O? CO('D[:C 3‘3(13 ?SZYYJSDOG'ﬁ SO? QJDEC

o c:oToaccocgp cocdéepdn

g §onep:o} qpegesmect ¢iofopd Begonepiad

: é GUa jq!ﬁ jo’s o7~ ~H C?C@U]GB:JJCDE f

eSloBens eSmSg%



www.burmeseclassic.com
~ BppSegt ggomon

- Dedicated to my Father,

‘to whom 1 have much to. be grateful.
’I‘hough himself a staunch Protestant
Christian, yet he was liberal-minded
enough to place no obstacles in the path of
my own Emancipation.. May he, through™
. realization that all compounded things ar
subject to diss'olu..tion\ one day win his own

. Freedom. '
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Let a man, of Intclhgencc come to me, who is
- honest, candid, straight forward ~ 1 .will instruct

him, I w111 teach him the Nomn,’
said the Supreme Buddha 2500 years ago.
(Udumbarika Sthavada Sutta)
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In that sarne épmt may Western peoples
“secking Wisdom find their
Liberation.
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. This small precious treatlse, . on the scientific
aspect of Buddhism in -relation to modern
developments in the realm of Western Science. may .
well prove to be the fore- -running herald of
awakement ‘for a planet hypnotically immersed in
the sleep of Ignorance. (P.25)
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In a tlme when the world is tom between
conflicting ideologies, when prumtwe beliefs ae torn
from their foundations, when men despair the

Message of the Supreme Buddha stands like a

mighty Rock unshaken by the chalIenge of this
Atomlc Age. (P 40)
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The Buddha was not a God. Therme is no dei- .

fication of-this great Teacher. He exhorted His

disciples to depend on themselves for their Salva-.

Hon, for both defilement and purity depend on
~ oneself. (P. 1021
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To depend on others for Salvation (or liberation
from the recurring cycles of birth and death) is.
negative, but to depend on oneself Is positive. De-
peéndence on others means surender of one's efforts.
Hence, the saying 'the beginning of Wisdom is fear -
of the Lord' has no meaning to the Buddhist. For,
says the Buddha, ‘wherever fear arises it ariseth in
the fool, not in the wise man.' (P.103)

mcﬁooc{:c (Bewpod ooumuquq[j&cqecan ay: go
3c:s eoofgé: sdooepy cxacnc@om[:c ):0030’5 apedul:
:r%m 302000 ??q@r 1005 ;mgodcompaafaden o§ead

3803 = m@?f[:c :20p5 meulé: mogcwscéeﬁ " a,?oaou"u
s s 58soni 8868 o ghog
303aé: [sdel 1 a3[udg) “opapiooecal ampadg BE:00p5
225000080 mefedannd” upaon omo:qﬁ:né 9go727
ol=8 3:8goudede mmu‘i@és@cwg“mugcqqoé _
=3 e@néﬁﬁﬁéoﬁmo’]m GodeopSoofsdeolalipoad
opiiop] elgdecley”vp qumaso 84.58e0v5q2005

. . (gp-209)

Anatta or No-Soul is the central prvot on which

the whole of the Buddha s philosophy turns. The
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belief in a permanent ‘Soul' or 'Atma’ is due to the

deceptive data ptovided by the five senses. This

_ belief is the chief impédiment te the attainment of
complete freedom from sorrow. (P.112)
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The teaching of 'No-Soul' has a profound ethicaj
value. So long as man believes in a soul-entity, it
is impossible for him to get rid of selfishness. ‘Hence,
the Buddha says “Wheresoever self is, virtue cannot
exist." Banish the self-idea and altruism is replaced
on its proper ethical ba51s {P.1 13)
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The Buddha taught mankind only whal was
absolutely- essential for emancipation. Even so.
He has forestalled many a smentrst and phllosopher
of today. . (P.159) '
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"Transient, alas! are all component things; -
Subject are theyto birth,-- and then decay _
Having gamed birth to death the life flux swmgs -
Bliss truly dawns when unresi dies away.”
"::otﬁ... 203l q@q}:mzq@:mé emé@@&mmz::
95.?05:3293 m:c\?:mé cg:go:@:m'écqacﬁ .



o0

- www.burmes$eclassic.com.

_...3‘ o e '08 ,
q@c’q%cma?:@q;aéammm

5303@:%5 PRy uqcua@:cgjé @030q) ...
DOWS sp:ooé cbpéucgcq;cﬂmm: n '
e_;boé@éﬁ qilé[%ﬁ::g::mészaqgmcg;é o

Sraonmod cgf:oodorendulodaz
]) Q4 e

See

INTRODUCTION

by-
The Venerable NARADA, MAHA THERA
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Buddhism isa. moral and phllosophimi qurem
which appeals both Lo the masses and the intel- .
ligentsia! : '

As Buddhism emphamses the importance of
practice and self-realization il is not a mere philo-
sophy which deals with speculalions and theories.
Nevertheless,” it must be admilted thal the Buddha

-has forestalled many a philosopher. .
o
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Buddhism teaches a psychology without a
psyche. ‘When Professor James referred (0 a stream

of consciousness and remarked that 'thoughts!

themselves are the thinkers' he was echoing the
" Buddhist doctrine of Anatta the crux of Buddhism,
int his own words. )
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either emanating from a Universal Soul or created
by a God. -
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The Buddha denied the fundamental teachings
of most religions, based on the fear of the unknown
and on blind faith. 'He 'expounded a rational and
tolerant teaching that could be tested and verified
by personal experlence. To its uniqué credit it -
should be said that throughout its peaceful march
of 2500 years not a drop of blood was shed to
propagate the peaceful message of the Buddha.
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of this so-called being, there is no pe-nnariént soul
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" Mell3 or boundless jloving-kindness that binds
- all as feliow ~beings, frrespective ol creéd, colour,
race, or sex. has alwavs been the ,c_r,mclmg principle
of all Buddhists. This war- We’x:y restiess world
that has almost reached the zenith of material
progress (gnoring all spiritual values, that has
prostitited science to cduse indescribable suflering
to nuihens, that has sacrificed the most preclous
“ thing on earth - life ~ at the allar of brule force, s
s{r&allv n need ol" this universal loving- kmans=
which is the only non- agg;egsive antidote to the
powerful alphabetical bombs of this chaotic atomic
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In this little book Mr.. Egerton Baptjst a Bud-
dhist by conviction, has made a humble wiempt to
present some of the fundamental teachings of the
Compagsionate Buddha to seekers or truth. He i’
to be congr'atulated on his noble endeavour to pro-
pagate the sublime’ teachings of Buddhism which
ars dlametrically opposed to the fundamentat tenets '
of christianity, his ancestral religion. ~ |
' ' Bhaddanta Narada
. Maha-thera
ﬁju'arama
Colormbo, 28% June 1955
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 FOREWORD
. by .
De. W.Y. EVANS-WENTZ
Author of The 'l-“lbelr;m Boak of Itlhq Dead, atc. i

This small precious treatise,” on ‘t.he. scientific
aspect of Buddhism in relation to modern develop-, '
ments in the realm of Western Science, may well
prove to be a fore-running herald of awakenment
for a plzinet hypnotically immersed in the Sleep of
Ignorarice. As it was among the Mediterranean
peoples when the Roman Empir was fanmg, SO it
is today in Europe and the Americas. Occidénta.l_
mankind have lost that enthusiasm of their pioneer
forefathers without which no social order, religious
faith, or cultural heritage can long endure.
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. The dreams of a generation now almost extinct

have not been realized, The promises of the machine
age and of a once boastful technology have failed,
and, instead of a prophesied era of trivtnphant and

- joyous living, there.is dark despondency ann':l'bitter‘_l
And precisely as the Mediter-

disillusionfnent.
ranean peoples when Rome was’ falling looked for

deliverance by means of a prayed-for extra-

terrestrial saviour rather than by ‘means of self-
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directed effort so do the peoples of the Occident |
look for their own deliverance now." '
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Western scientists have sought and in some
encouraging and not unimportant measure have
found truth, not in their inherited theology, butin
their laboratories and test-tubes and by means of -

 their rnathematfcs and microscopes and telescopes.

But, unfortunately, unlike. their brethren in Asia.
they have been content to study effects rather than
causes, phenomena rather than noumena.
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Nevertheless although thus Hmited in out]ookl

- a.nd _understanding, they have, as Mr Baptist very
rightly emphasizes, approached closer and closer
to the Supreme Science of the Buddha.
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I perceive, as Mr, Baptist does, that the failure
of the West to advance culturally rather than uti-
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litariantly has bec’n_ﬂue to lack of Right Guidance.
Instead of the Right knowing, or Gnostic, and
Esoleric, Dpctrine of the Christos, the West has been
taught exoterically and vulgarly. to belleve in an
anthropomorphm deity full of vengeance and Jealaus
of all other deities and as much an advocate of
human' warfare as are his worshippers, and in a

. personal immortal self, or 'soul’, and in one-

incarnation sojourn on Earth foilowed by frans-
ference to'an eiema] heaven of blissfulness for the
elect or to a slate of ﬁever-ending.'lorture called
hell for the damned\
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" Had Right christianity prévailed in Europe and
the Americas the two world wars would never have
been fought. Nor would.there have been need for
missionaries to go from the nations of the West to
" Ceylon or to any other Buddhist land, for as I made
clear in my controversy with the missionaries of
Church Council Christianity in Ceylon more: than
thirty years ago. Right Christianity, like Buddhism,

. is based upon the fundamental and smenttfica]ly-.

tenable doctrines 6f Kamma and Rebirth, which 1
‘am glad to observe, Mr. Baptist has expounded in
an altogether new and fascinahng way,
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. There is In the West at the present time a

'remarkable revival, emotional Yather than intel-

lectual, o.f that forrn of exoterje Christianity which
common]y opposes, in an unscholarly and un-

tenable manner, as its misslonaries in Ceylon do,

the doctrines of Kamma and Rebirth. This rvival
is, in large degree the outceme of the fear-obsession :

of the occidental peoples,
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Aftertwo world wars'have destroyed their bvcr—
lordship of the Earth and their scientists have

" discovered means for national and all-world suicide, |

" they grasp the old dogmatism in desperation, as
though it were a life-preserver affloat in a storm-

tossed sea. Buddhism is, as yet, too little known in

the occident (o be, as iLotherwise could be, the
_ efficient means of restoring confidence to the be-
wildéred and error-fettered people.
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‘Monasticism, wnich in all known ages and
faiths has ever afforded the disillusioned an éasy
escape from'a disordered society, is, like the revival, -
also enjoying such precipitate prosperity that thére
are today three times as many Roman Catholic
renunciates in the United States alone as there were
fifty-five years age. This, too. parallels a like con-
dition which prevalled in the days of tl;e dis-
integrating Empire of Rome.
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Oswa.‘ll Spengler may yet prove to have been a
true seer when he wrote . 'The Decline of the West.’
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‘At all events, when the__coﬁrse of empire on i
western way shall have crossed the Pacific anf
reached India and Ceylon -and so completed
circuit of the planet, as, of yore, there will dawn
truly New Age: and a Federated World will be in
enjoyment of that Right Guidance to wh:ch this sm
volume refers and which all the Buddhas sin
prehistoric urnes have made available to mankin
Only then will the race of men be restored to sani
economically, politically and psychicly.
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" “Valuable for all who seek Right Understanding
is Mr. Baptist's praiseworthy dethronement. of the
anthropomorphic God of the Bible in Chapterl. The -
next two,chaptérs contain an e;cc'ellerit outline
account of the life and chief teachiigs of the Buddha,
Then in Chapter IV and V. is set forth ore,of the
best expositions avallable of Kamma and Rebirlh
In his treatment of’ Buddhism and Science, In
Chapter VI,.Mr. Baptist show$ deep 1nsight and
originality; and, in Chapter: VII, he expounds
convincingly how Buddhism solves the riddle of life.
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Once a communicant of the Church of, Rome
Mr . Baptist has in virtue of intense sean:h ‘and
meditation, arrived at the sound conviction that
. Church- Council Chnsha.nity is not, as | made clear
"to the people of Ceylon during the Rebirth Con-

tmvurei'jsy3 Right Christlanity. And, in the wondmous

and 361 entific teachings of the Enlightened One, h '

has discovered the Port of Self-Realization and Self:

salvation, having left far behind, as being of n

futher use on the Voyage to the Othér Shor, the
 Port of Salvat.ion by Faith. :
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' Nay those Great Ones who assist mankjnd in
the aeon- long journcy, vouchsafe their blessings
on thls book, and empower its author for many
years.to come, to coritinue his services on bchalf of
his brethren seekmg to emerge from the mist-
enshroudéd valleys and attain the sun-illurhinated
Heights.

. * Dr. W. Y. Evans - Wentz

San Diego, Califorrua, ‘
Vaisakha, 1955.
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The purpose of this work 18 t6 commemorate
Sambuddha~Jayanti ~ the 2500 year of the
preme Buddha's Pari-Ntbhbana.
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‘The seed from which this little book has épmng.

ever, was planted in the columns of the Ceylon

er, a Lake-House Joumal, wherein [ initiated

stence of God. A storm broke out in the
, and when calm was restored my good frien:!

contréversy in gobd humour in the’ existence or
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~Prema de Silva suggested that I'migﬁt suitably

adapt and present the main arguments of that’

controversy for ahalysis by thinking men in the West
who had not heard of the Buddha Dhamma, and
who, as Dr. Evans-Wentz aplly remarks in his

Foreword, have been studymg for long ’phenomena'

rather than noumena.’
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In a time when the world is ton between

av’b"?' Seph YoM . : ' 6o

conflicting idealogies, when primitive beliefs awe
torn from their foundations, when men despair
the Message of the Supreme Buddha stands like a -
mighty Rock unshaken by the challenge of this
Atomic Age. His message neither added to nor sub-
tracted [romn, holds true today as it did 2500 years
ago. . Its appeal is not Lo emotion, but t¢ e intel-
ligence of all Lhink_ing men and women the world
over. '
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May this little book play its modest part in
promoting knowledge of Ithe Sublime Buddba
Dhamma wherever the English languagé is spaxen,



www.burmeseclassic.com

5 B - . edlbom wlionted

especlally among our brothers and sisiers across
the seas in that great land of freedom, the United
States of America,
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My thanks are due to the Venerable Nirada,
Mah’athera for having kindly written the Intro-
duction to this book. LikKe Buddhisattas of old, sa-
crificing his own opportunities ofemancipat(onl he

has taken the Message of the Dhamma to the four

. cOrners ofhl the world, Were il not for his efforts to
- spread Enlightenment far and wide, many would
still be languishing in a backyard of jgnerance. But

_his work has nnt been sufficiently appreciated, and

it is'a privilege for me to pay him this tribute..
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To those whose inlerest is aroused By this little

book to go deeper inlo Lhe subject and make a fairly

comprehensive study of Lthe pure unadulterated

teachings of the Buddha as found in Theravada .

schools of Ceylon, Burma and Siam, I can do'no

better than recommend the venerable Mahz-Thera's

own book, The B‘uddha Dhamma. It'is one of the
ﬁnest bocks ever written on the Buddha Dhamma.-
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To Dr. Evans Wentz, | am deeply indebted for
his very encouraging and illuminating Foreword.

. 'Hailing as he does from the Americas, and himself”

a profound and independent thinker, his appeal to
the West to study not only the original teachings of
Jesus, but the Sublime Doctrines of the Blessed Cne,”

would, no doubt not fall on deaf ears.
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Mr. Dharmapriya Mahinda, Proctor, Supreme
Court, of Panadura, has kindly met the costs of
printing.  His response to my appeal was ‘imme-

diate and spontaneous and was at a time I had .

almost despaired of ever bemg able to place the
manuscript in the Printers' hands. 1 offer.to him
my sincere thanks for his generosity. May his tire-

BopeSogh ygavan .l | . R 59

less efforts in the cause of the Dhainma, when his .
work is done bring him the peace of Nibbana,.whieh
he-so nchly deserves. - ‘ N
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A meed of pra.lse is due to a very young friend,
Denzil Dissanayake still Aa.student, who sought
my help and guidance if an endeavour to. -
understand some of the deeper te'aichings of the
Buddha. His contact with me, was like the erupting
of a volcano that had long been smouldering.
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With rare intelligence and equally rare sincerity,
he ‘set to work questioning and cross-questioning
~ me on many human problems that had earlier eju-
ded his comprehension. For, like most born Bud-
_dhists he too had little appremat:on of the Sublime
Buddha Dhamma. But, now, through conviction:
he feels that mmugh a study of Buddhism, he would
be able 'to yet reason out of the mass of incongruity
‘we call ‘human Hfe',
There is every hope that he would someday
blossom forth intc a worthy apostle of the Sublime
.Teaching. I need hardly add that his perslstent
questioning helpedme in no small measure to make
many of my own views clearer to the average reader.
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I also thank my good friend Alec Robertoon
for reading the praofs for me. He has followed my
every footstep so sincerely and zealously that 1 have
now come to regard him as a Kaly'énamithra (a
genuine friend, of abiding sincerity on the path to
emancipation). My deep conviction is that we have
often been together, thrdugh the ups and downs of
life in previous Incarnations.
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For rnyselflno praise is sought. Fame and glory

are cherished only by the foolish. For even if one -

were to rule a kingdom today. themr is the ever grim
possibility of being reborn a dog tomorrow, in the
househdld of even an enémy. So intricate ts the

working of the Kamma. Al I seek is to present the’
" . available evidence, in as snnple a manner as

possible, having sifted and analysed what I have
" muvself gathered from time to time'in my own scarch

for enlightenment. . \
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And, in doing Lhis, when dealing wnh intricate
scientific processes, language easily understood by
ihe man-in-the-street has been uséd, to bring home
1o'the average reader the great truths propounded
by the Supieme Buddha, and which now 'find con-
firmation in the Jaboratories and test-tubes of the
West.' If, even a few adults, among religionists, are
aroused by this little book to give more :scr.ious,
thought to the problem of existence, my pains will
be well repaid.
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By my elforts lo promote Right K;nowledge and
Right IUnderstanding among peoples of.goodmll in
. all climes. and il all jands, it 1s my hope that | too
waild ohe day win the fruits of liberalion from the
recurring cyeles of birth and death through Full
Enlightenment
Egerton C. Baptist

159, Hill Street. Dehiwela, Ceylon.
13% Jul},r 2 9
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CHAPTER 1

m."i (2)
THE THEISTS AND SC!ENCE

el i e

God opepoad _

THERE é’rises from time to time the question
of God, His existence, or non-existence.
ask what is the ultimate origin of life ?°
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'Hinduism, in endeavouring to solve the po-

‘Blem, traces the origin of life to a mystical Sara-
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are finally reab'sorbed in Param@tma.’
WRaotacopd @quao% ologt:8 1§Cem0C @ioé:ép Is God, for instance, a pergonal God as depicted
i the guise of an old man with long white hair and
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- stical dress with a bishop's mitre in the Church La
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apellsur ~ Crecy, or is God a Supernatural Force?
Thelstjc c¢reeds, like Christianity, for exéfnpl er way the difficulties are great gnd innpmer'f
in attempting to give an explanation attributed@ble for any one to sumhount.
everything to the flat of an Almighty God. Bu :i?sp 20aéoopS poenseni(es eepel§ § ogoné: pep:
. befo;elwg, direct our energies to the solving olf il = cnqpc co&}c srma$ @ e ﬁff GO?{PE Gogo@ o%§
riddle of the universe, it is as well that we begin b, : '
asking what is irnplied by God, as.thelsts a _
themselves confused in their minds on this question
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strated by logical reasoning. But these so-called -
classical proofs of God's existence, including the’
much Vauritcldl Metaphysical and Teleclogical
Arguments of Theolégian‘ Aquinas,‘ received such
devastating treatment at the hands of Kant, that -
they need not be resurrected today.
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Notwithstanding their théories theists. als
assert that eminent scientists testify tothe prsenc
or existence of God. However eminent, sincere an
unprejudiced 'such scientists may be, such tes
fications are not a scientific method of appmach t

“the guestion whether 'God' exists,

::Sg.s?@ oqjme womfe Cc mé :7351@ Go mqjmmc\)tﬁ
g1l wc[jaﬂ 0mcaoé[:é qcm 405 meoomq @Smé
mmmsj ea?)ﬁqcoo mu‘?mqlmqp ('f} ooaéaaé 5(}2}0
 opeogyeepiah ey B moopdlfanpS ovpod 68
byl gmosiin i
‘r.;adu [:cncj cnqpcmooc:ip cj §:000: c@ocamm ”
BC\?me :Dgoeotﬂcqp 3% mmcqumqp 0%330 (ﬁ
etz opp: saaduneangaogont ws’#é 0?1538
G:D’J:?E eu?oocsﬂn ) _ :
. The medieval philosophers and their ancest
Descartes, Berkely, Leibriz, Spinoza, maintainet
it is true, that the existence of God could be dema
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Herm on Minkowskl resorting to mathematics
proved that if we accept the velocity of light as
constant, tﬁen the measuﬁng instmnilcnts mustl
have undergone a change as a result of their moticn.
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He sbowed that when the {'relo}city of the observer is
__increased his distance begins to shorten and his
time-intervals begin to lengthen, * So that when he
attains the speed of light his distance will dwindle
down to zero and his time-intervals will extend to
eternity. This makes the existence of God a definite
possibility, for God alone is represented as. b_e!ing
eternally present everywhere at the same time.
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: Unfortﬁnately, however, for the theist, Minkow-

: SRR B

ski also px%ved mathematically that the velocity of
light is a critical velocity which can never be attained
by any physical force. Thus, Minkowski proved
mathematically that, even as a force, God does not
exist. o _
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It may be mentioned here, however, that while
the West always keeps thinking in terms of physical
forces, and seems unable, as yet, to alter its ma-
terfalistic theory, in the East, Bulddhist-lz"_sycho}oéy
taught solong as 2,500 years ago, that thought has
an infinite veloéity: that is to say, that it could
lra.nscend tirne and space, overcormng all barriers.
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| It is a faculty which, when developed. enables
. one to penetrate for instance, into the most Secrt
recesses of other peoples’ hca.rts. see how peopie
die and are reborn in other spheres of ‘existence.
see distant objects {clairvoyance}.. hear distant
sounds (clairaudience). go through physical barriers.
walk on water, traverse through space, ete. (magical
powers).
known as the Panca—abhiﬁnﬁ (i €., the Iive super-
norma.l powers). .
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in Buddhist parfance, these powers are
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Dr. J. B. Rhine, the U.S. scientist, is now con‘-
ducting certain experiments in extra-sensory-
perceptioﬁ. int thiat branch of science waown as Para-
psychology, séeking to explain telepathy, pre-
cognition, etc., and it may perhaps be only a matter
of time before the West too proves conclusively what _
the East has all the time known; namely. that Mlnc[
Is Supréme in all human activity ,

Manobubbangama dhamnit manoséttha'
manormnay@, said the Buddha: meaning thereby, - "
that: - ' . .

All states arising have Mind for thew cause.

Of Mind are the qﬂ‘"sprmg-

aaseqmqa :moo&gorﬁc csﬂaSmocrﬂ:rgcﬁc :uguqooo

. ueou? :meeqcog ::ogoooaaogogc s oc::o@ E_}co

49345 0&:5005)05 34, 0 [GogbogadGospdi eroSeual
esT :60:580n3 wesn(ul sondoguSyr 42005 Goadep

o [Bent ] 558 scooSoleh gEEREmad eirper
B¢: @ugsﬁ I a%@ugcj seq o3EIm ZUEHNE B§dearuaep



o - o wwyx bg me classm com -

o mqomo%c mcuag c:ns:oqraqp BEC RB§ceamné :xm%
swldayn mesiacn(ss Bjoo spifgodeurcleeupdeag
+ 3epe piodeN cpdesontyamniad] Bosamayt Bagod
2038(adopSBeanmgodoéopdin
, ‘0e40 9pHe o 96§0EGD e YWD Y [@obge
' o?cp:&?_;ﬁco'ygﬁmélzaggaﬁqn.... .
godegn cov:vl:of a0 305@5951339: gmfair
_ .305%539@:39?;!}.3?0?5@5;a?oé@if@:r?{m?n '
Let us digress fdr a while to clanify this state-

ment: Mind fs certainly, as the Buddha taught,
suprerne in all human activities, And, the primary |

- gim of mcntal exercise is to bring the Mindto a state
of one- pointedness
" four stages the space-time continuum of pheno-

~ menal perception, one reaches to the timeless and.

unconditioned state, known to Buddhists, as
Nlbbéna
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Thereafter, transcendmg in.
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Il we are to view phenomena objectively ‘then.
our Minds must be unconditioned, and outside the
causal process. And that is the aim of every Bud-
dhist. For. the Mind that is circumseribed by ideas

tmposes 'limils’. as it were, or phenomena, or,

‘events’ in the continuum of space and time. And.
we, therefore, use such conventional modes of
expressiorn as ‘past, 'present’, and ‘future’, because
our Minds are still cirmm'scrﬂ?gd by concepts. We
are suill within the subject-object relationship.
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Whern a.yogl. for instance, through mental
exercise attains one-pointedness (Samadh) in the
JYourth jh#na, he begins to transcend the lirnits' of
- time angd space imposed by our conceptual thinking.
And, develops the faculty referred.to earlier as the
Pafic3-abhififig, which enablés him Lo 'see’ and te
‘hear’ what we donot. This faculty is the nalural
outcome of one's abihty to.concentrate on one point
to the .exclusion of all distracting sensations that

normally arise in ordinary thinking. Hence, such a-
person's insight is beyond the capacity of odinary -

mortals, though, of course, he too, still remains
mthm the subject-object mlatlonship
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There are sects in every cou.ntry who try to gain
control of the vital forces in nature, whether among' :
the Jains, the Hindus, the carly Christians in the
Hermetic Lodges of Egypt where Christianity first
took root, or. among the early Buddhists and Brah-
mans inhabiting the eastern valley of the Ganges in.
the time of the Buddha. In Egypt people were trained -
in the temple of Ma-at to develop the psychxc eye,
and when they responded to the trajning ‘were
called' 'Seers’, because they were able to look into
the past and foreteil the future.
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however e.xalted they might be to the recurring
vycles of birth and death. .
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This psychic faculty was called the' Third Eye
and corresponds to one of the five Supemormal
. Powers or Pahca-abhifbifia of Buddhists, with but
one fundamental exception. Ancient Egyptians and
other 'Seers’ had a limited vision, extending to a
maximum range of forty kalpas [world-cycles of time)
into the past and forty ka]pas into the future.

_ The limited vision was because they had still t
- destroy what are known to Buddhists as the Asavas
. {Defilements), t.e., Kama-tanha (Sense-destres),
Bhava-tanhii {desire for Eternalism}, Ditthi {False
" Views), and Aviffa (Ignorance), which bind beings,
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The Buddhist Arahat's capacityto 'see’ into the -
continuum of space and time, on the other hand, is
not restricted, but dependent on his attainmenits,
he could see far into space and time. APacceka-
Buddha's vision is even greater than that of an
Arahat, but-a Sﬁpreme Buddha's vision surpasses
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thern all, and He alone possesses an added faculty,
narnély, the ability to see at a glance what previous
- good or evil acts (Kamma) conditioned a being's
present existence and would condition his future
éxistence.- He alone knew when the moment of
fruition, the ripening of Wisdom can come. -
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ﬁgcman : ) Now, in keepmg with each indeuaJ person’ s

| P=eiopment, there are some
This faculty is peculiar to a Suprcme Buddha Among us, who we say »
psychic Indeed, to a greater or lesser degrez,

Paramis) to saturation-point over a longer period
of time than an Arahat or, even a Pacceka -Buddha, -
End has gained excellence in every department of
fEnowledge, mundane and supramundane, Hence.

°ds, and among men They may be likened Lo thee -
Bpes of beings who 'see’ with the aid of Starlight
onlight and Sunlight, respectively,
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we are all psyc,hic.' but. nost of us, only to an infinif# wSeg} ggomon ‘ . . G¢ _
simal degree. A few there are, however, to a markg
'degi’ee. The latier have practised. to.a glreater -'
lesser degree in previous incamations, the ment§
exercises leading to one- pomtedoess though
do not-apparently know it now. Equlpped thus
a rmore sensitive mental apparatus "than most be: :
into events in the'continuum, of Spacc and time.
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P ely readmg cards or holding an arUcle to. therr |
eheads against the awakened or domnant "Thlrd .
e’ which tunes into (conscmusly or unconscwus-
B and Commingles with the vibrations emanating
P the article. And as these wbrattons represenl
rertain picture or ‘event’ Just as do our t_houghts

h folk are able lo describe the associations .
ached to it. "The emanations are often so flne
d numerous that thcy continue to be given off for
pusands of yéars, jusl as with radium, That this

S0 Is evidenced by .an episode narrated in the-'
@cidhijst Scriptures
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There was once, we. are told a marn, a gre
_;oqr. ‘called Vanghisa. He was able to tell by mere
clppir'lg on a skull. where a particular person h
~been re-born. He was an adept in the science
Sound. - Many people ﬂocke@'-;o him'with the sku
of theijr dead._ if only they might hear a word
hope. a word of good cheer! The Buddha, in
compassion always seeking to lead men on to
Path that brings peace through ijbana reasone
that so clever a manwas likely to grasp His teachi
eastly.” Accordingly, hegving arranged to produ
three skuils beforé Vanghisa, He went to see hi
Va,r‘xghisa.'was naturally flattered and noi a li
-+ arnused, @nd 5o was the populace. For here
the Supreme Buddha Himself visiting the y
Vanghlsa, with skulls. The customa.ry g:eetings wi
exchanged -and the skulls pmduced :
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Vanghisa (so the story goes} examjned the skulls
and pronounced that the first skull showed rebirth
in the peta world {i.e.. one of the lower ghost pur-
gatorial states). ’Very well', the Buddha said, 'you
are right’. The second skull Vanghisa said, showed
' rebirth in the Deva world {1.&.. a celestidl realm).
'Quite right'. agreed the Buddha But, tap as he-
" may the third skull, Vanghisa was literally 'stumped’.
He tried and tried, but 00u}d not tell. Thewrupon,
he enquired of the Buddha, if He knew. And. the
Buddha smilingly replied. . Yes. [ do know, but 1
will explain only if you will visit me some time'.
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Vanghisa was an honest man and decided to
visit the Buddha. . And, while e.xpoundmg the sub-

 Eme Dhamma the Buddha explained why the thixd -

skull had baffled him. That heing, indeed had
actually not been rebarn in any one of the thirty- "
one states of sentient existence. His Kamma had
been brought to a'state of Perfect Balance, and there
was no 'attraction or repulsion - it was the skull of
an Arahat. . Hence, Vanghisa had failed to locate a
‘place’ of rebirth. For, Arahats are reborn no more
in the world of sentient existence. Since ther is
no rebirth for an Arahat, there were no vibratiéns
linking this skull with a new abode. There being
no vibrations, there was no 'wave-length' established
t00. That is why Vanghisa had failed.
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" And. just as a clean cloth from which alf stain

has been. washed away will readily take in the dye, .

so did Varighisa obtain. in no long time, the pure
and Spotless Eye for the Truth, and he knew:

‘Whatsoever has beginning in that is inherent ‘also

the necessity of dissolution'. " In other womds, Vail-
ghlsa too attamed to the unconditmned ~-he became
anot_her Arahat
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This briefly explains certain aspects of extra-
sensory perception like card-reading,  etc., which
work, more or less, on the same principles of odern
Radar and weré known to Buddhists from ancient
times, °
where no event is seen before it actually ocours',
what really happens is that that person-touches
momentarily the 'summits’ of his former achieve-
ments, which through mental exercise, had bordered
omn the uriconditionedfapd timeless. The latter have,
indeed, confounded some of the greatest thinkers
of our time.
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But in certain’instances of pre- cognition '
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Dr. .Rhine's researches. therefore; into the
realins of pre-cognition, when concluded should be
not only interesting, but even revealing to many,

who now, through fear ahd superstjtion. believe in - .

- Divine-irispiration.
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"Theists have also tried to learn on the Second
Law of Tﬁermo-Dyna.mjcs in their efforts to maintain
the existence of God. Now, what is the Second Law
of 'Thermo- Dynamics? Briefly, this law.says that
naturaj processes cannot be ncversed In other

“words, it rneans that the universe. has been expan-

ding, or going 'forward’, and does not, and cannot
go backward'.
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The layman of non-scientific mind can grasp

the underlying principle of this Law by considering . -

a few simple examples: Say, for instance, a child is
born of a-woman's womb. Now, according to the
Law of Thermo-Dynamics, this child must develep
in a ‘forward' direction: that is to say, it CaIIHO\. ‘g0



back into the same womb', as it were; no, not at

any raté, in that incarnation! Take another simplé
example: say, a seed is planted 4n.d a tree results. ',

Now; the tree that sprouts forth from the seed cannot
get back into that seed again.
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" The process is one of going 'forward' all the time.
From this, thelsts try to argue that as natura!
processes cannot be reversed, the universe has had
a beginning in time, implying 'Creation’. In fact,
some scientists in hazarding a guess, have actually
- caleulated the begjnning to have occurred about two
billion yea.rs ago )
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The Second Law of Thermo D)mamics carmot
be challenged But there is one important weak
ink in the chain of argument which appears to have

been safely ignored by thelsts and such scientists
m their calculations, '
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For, while it Is true that scientists have proved '
t natural processes cannot be reversed, it is also
ally scientificdlly true that the universe has beer.
expanding and contracting. And, this procsss



has been going on through eternity. Where then ig
the beginning of time that is said to have occuriedg
two billion years ago?

Now, let us examine the theistic view - a little -
er. Theists say that God created the earth

_Bmatter) first, and then man {mind). But, we know’
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LIS S A S A~ S This is confirmed by Einstein who says that |
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=lationship, for if there is no man, there would be
o world as far as 'he’ is concemed, and; if there is
o mind, there would be no matter to be observed.
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is a favourite among' theists. In Ccylo'n-. it is known ‘
as the-‘Watchmaker argument, Here we are told,

that even-so small and rtlatively simple-a piece of
machinery as a watch must have a maket It canniot

tome into existence automatically. And so it follows,

say the protagonists of the theory of God, that the

Universe with all its complex balance of force, all its

wonders, all its stars and planets and other celestial
bodies workjng in perfect co»ordination must have

had a Crealor
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.This ccj-nfﬁtes {he Biblical story of spe
‘creation, quite apart from the fact that it lo
somewhat Superﬂuous to call In an Almighty

. tocreate two illusions For. is net the matena.l wo
including mind and maLLer an iliusion, depend
on the arising of. causcs’?
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But théfe are many objections in this arg , " _ . . . _

ment, a few of which ' we shall consider ,here think of an Universe-maker who achieved this

apossible feat? On the assumption, however, that

ak ming Intp existence automatically. 1f too, like our watchmaker, had rhaterials, from,
comin 7
[naer € there did he obtain his materlals? ‘Had these

© .are therefore td be ioglcal this should ap ply equs
Paterial t ?
to the Universe-maker as well... He too must hav | §.any prior exis ence

had a maker, who in his turn must have had a makeg
. and soon. The argument ends in futility, for whef _
is one to stop?
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. 03592“ ﬁaacau:nmc [:5 ag[é:ac ooé ma: m§C {2 Universe-Maker, but b_ylsevc_aral lof_thg:m. Fog- o
oﬁmé:oogm 3’@.‘&3 ? E‘Da&q 0-}03@9@" find that even so simplea mpchamsm as a watch |
wa; can we ever find a watchmaker who madg work of creation of several peol. each one a

0 How. th alist in his own branch of activity. . On this
. C3 : . . L
a watch ouwt of absolutely nothing? How. then . the Universe, if evér it was created by a
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conéeiogs and ixitelligent agency, would have had a
‘large body of people working for that Agency. Thew.
would have then been a team of malers, rather than
‘one sole maker; a Syndlcate in fact. ’
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The purpose of mentioning this polnt of view is
jnot as ap argument in support of a S;ndicate or

Agency as the Creating Force of the universe, })ut'
merely to point out that it is a logical conclusion, .

eclassic.com
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friectly consistent with the data provided, and the '
Rsoning sought to'be app]jed themto by reference
e ‘Watchmaker' theory.- - ¢
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The Buddha has however spoken of gods Fon:
Buddhist cosmology there are many gods. They ‘
e called Devas. He taught the hard truth that
bse gods, too, like us human beings, are subject
ficcay and death, as the inexorable law of change
pies to gods. in as much as itldoe's' tomen, The
ks live-long, much longer than humans, because
heir own good kamma. Some of these gods arme
fy powerful, again thils is a result of their own |
kamma and this fact should not surprise any
and create the impression of omnipotency. For,

T
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do we not find even among us humans, some wh
are endowed with much power, some with mu
wisdom and so forth. ' . ) S
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Unfortunately, as with most humans, gods too
sometimes imaginé that since they live long and very;
.powerul, they would continue as they aie through
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eternity. And, when the haxd-day-'cdmeé of seépa-
ration from their lofty pedestals, with the exhaustion

" of the Kamma-force that propelled them into .

positions, once again there is grief, pain, lamen--
tation, suffering, and misery, at the prospect of .
having to give up what they prized so much and

held before. The greatest fallacy from. <. uich the

gods thernselves suffer is this erroneous belief that

they will live for ever, o
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They do not réalize that their glo'ry will not last
for ever and will cease with the expending of their
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Kamma or Mcérit;
false s€curity and complacency owing to their

longevity and power. But, in time, the gods too must,

die, and . are orice again reborn into some other
phenomenal state, in keeping mth the law of
Kamma. For, just as catUe die. so do men and flies:
and gods, too, must one day die, because they also

- are conditioned Beings not as yet having attatned -

the supreme, unconditioned state of Niblfﬁna which

alone can providc immumty from the recumng
cycles of birth and death. '
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They are lulled into a sense. of .
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The gods often suffer from self-complacency,
and, in their ignorance, they \a}')pear froe-
time, among men -and mislead them by uxging
em to endeayour to reach the god states It is a

tuane lo

. frase of the.blind leading the blind!
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But it must be understoocl that the Buddha s
dental of God is only in respect of a Supreme
Being -- as Creator, Vanguisher and Controller of
the Universe ! There is no such Deity., Omnipoteﬁ-t
and Unchanging, even in Nibbana, the highest Goal
of Buddhism. For Nibiana is 'soulless’, ot without
he substratum of -self-void of even a “causeless
eosmic power”. This is admirably brought out, with-
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out-ambiguity and doubt, by the use of the wor |

. dhamma in the third lne of the Buddha's own
words: ,
* 'Sabbe sankhéird aniccd’ (all component
things are transient). .
* 'Sabbe sankhard dukkha {all component'
things are sorrowful},
- * “Sabbe dhamma anattfi. (all mundane and
supramundane "things" are soulless),
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.. CHAPTER Il
k()
A Supreme Buddha Arises in the World

comgseghodiieotiomfpan
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~His Early Lite -

Now., unlike the theists who have played in
the hands of the Communists and do not yet realize
the damage they have done and are continuing U
do even today to the Free World by persisting i
their own pet theories, there arqsc in the eastem
valley of the Ganges, in India, 2,500 years ago.’

.com
gm0 @9

i

‘great World Teacher -- a Supreme Buddha -- who

satnsfactonly solved the nddic of life.
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The Communist point of view was hot unknown
to the Buddha. In fact, it was well known to the
people of Jumbudvipa (India} ever so long as 2,500
years ago. In the Brahma -- Jala Sutta (6r Supreme -
Net), the Buddha enumerates 62 False Theorisings

' (Miccha ditthi) prevalent at the time, and, among

these, is: Uccheda-Vada, which, in effect, is the .
Marxist view of today. That pethaps is why eastern
peoples have refused to be scared by the Communist
bogey, and are only concerned with restoring their
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ancient cultures and civilizations, ‘and re-establish- | ]
ing those forms of government that were in existence ]
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Brlefly this is the history of the Supreme .
puddha. He was born about 623 B.C, in the district
’\Iepal and Indian Sakyan Prince, by name
ddhatta Gotama. . Atthe age of slxteen he married
S cousin, the beautifulannceSS -Yasodhara.

prior to the invasions by westernt colonial rulers. |
* For, inherent in such systems was a type of SocialiSt_.
b Dcmc;cracy built in the best traditions of Cakkravart;
kings. T o -
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After his Ihappy'tlnarriagc. he lived for nearly
een vears in roval spie-ndour‘and luxuiy: bliss- ~
ignorant of the victssitudes of life outside the
lace gates. :
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" As the years passed, trulh gradually fllumine
him. In his twenty-ninth year, which marked
turning point of his career. his son Rahula was borr
. Realizing that all living things are, without exceptior
subject to birth decay. atid death, and that &

worldly pleasures are merely a-prelude to suffering
he regarded even his offspring as a blondag_
Comprehending thus the universality of sormow,
decided o discover a panacea for this univers
matady of humami'_y '
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Accordingly, he renounced his royal pleasures,
donned the simple garb of an ascetic, and became a
wandering Seeker of Truth. He approached many
2 distinguished teacher of his day, but none could -
solve for him the riddle of existence. All the-so-
called phj-losophcrs were groping i the dark. As

ey were ignorant and themselves caught in the

vhirpool of life and death, it was, again, an instance
o the blind leading the blind. ‘ '
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The Middie Path -
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His methoq of ‘attainment, which avoided the
¥0 extrémes of ‘mortification and self-indulgence,;

ame (0 be known as the Middle Path - Majjhima,
atipadd, o '

Departing'fi-om his teachers, he decided to g
forth on the Great Quest alone and independently]
And, one mormning, as he sat in solitude and pro
. found meditation under the Bodhi Tree (or Tree 0
Enlightenment, as it afterwards came to be called
at Budh-Gaya. unaided and unguided by an
Supernatural Agency, bul relying solely on his owl
efforts ‘and wisdom, he aftained understanding
things as they really are and became the Full
Awakened One. He became a Supreme Buddha -1
World Teacher ~ a Teacher of both Gods and Me
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Hav}ng aftaine'q Supreme Enlightenment, 'fhat
to say, the Perfection of Nibb#ina, He devoted the
- a.i?der of His life to the service of rﬁanldnd: both
example and precept, do‘mmatéd by no pers,onél

Wotive whatsoever: and, after a very ”successﬁ'il
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"You yourselves should make the exertion.
The Tathgatas (another name applied to
Buddhas). are only teéachers’,
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He used to say.
This Extraordinary Man defeated God

e gjcg@:-c:mqﬁc&oaé opooeta contita
- The Buddha was not a God. He was barn h
man and died a human, but he was an extra
ordinary man. He left no room for anyone to fal
into the error of belleving Him to be an immo
being, or a reincarnation of a saint or God: Thet
. s no de!ﬁcation of this great Teacher.
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He exhorted His disciples to depend on the
selves for their Salvation, for both defilement
- purity depend oﬁ,onesglf.
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To depend on others for Salvation {or liberation
m the recurring cycles of birth-and death) is
pgative, but to depend on oneself is positive.
endence on others means surrender of one's
. Hence, the saying 'the beginning of Wisdom
diear of the Lord' has no meaning {o the Buddhist.
says the Buddha, %eﬂ:-ver fear anses 1t ariseth
the fool, not in the wise man- {MaJ Nik. 115]
ddhist Sain{s — Arahats - do not weep. People
B=p because they are ignorant, emotional, un-
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balanced ‘worldlings yet! The foolish weep,
‘Wise do not weep!
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The Buddha's last Message to His
disciples, wheri He lay dying was:-
‘Beye islands unto yourselves be ye a
refuge unto yourself seek for no refuge in
others.
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BopeSogh ggoman sog
_ Subject té) decay are all component
things; with diligence work out your own
Salvation.” :
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In cffect His teachings accmcd to say: 'What I
have achieved, you, too; can accomplish. For what =
Man has done, Man can DOV’ o
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CHAPTER 1l
s (g) o
The Buddha's Main Teachings

* g 28mofiRyinps
Transiency, Sorrow and Substancelessness
38 c0b<{5E:E mapboon off3e:

‘THE Buddha's main teachings concerned the
transiency of all componént things — phenoimena,
the non - existence of a 'soul’ or 'Atma' or the sub-
stancelessness of mundane ‘and supramunda.nc
things, and the impossibility of ﬁnding an etemal
heaven in a prouess of continual change. He also
taught that we ourselves are responsible for the
co:nditioné or sttuations we find ourselves in today
and at any time. His teaching is tersely summed

- up in the Anguttara Nikdya - Pt. 1, p.286, which

reads:;--

%&C&#?W - ‘- ' 207

~Whether the Tathdgatas appear or
not, O Bhikkhus (i.e., monks) it rermains a
. fact, an established principle, a natural law
.that all conditioned things are transient
{Anicca), sorrowful (Dukkha), and every-
- thing (including even supramundane
things) is sdul;less {Anatta). This fuw. dre
Tathagata realizes, undérstands, and when
He has realized and understood-it, II;le
announces, teaches, proclaims, establish-
. es, discloses, analyses, and makes it clear
that all conditioned things are transient
sorrowful and everything (including even -
- supramgnda.ne things) 1s soul-less.'
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Denying the existence of an unchanging 'Soul'
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or ‘atma’, the Buddha said:-

" 'The body [Rupa) O Bhikkhus, 18 soul-
less (Anattd). If, O Bhikkhus, there were .

in this'a soul (i.e., a permanent unchanging

"entity” or "ego" created by a God, or ema-
nating from a Paramatma), then this body
would not be subject. to ill. "Let this body
be'thus, let Lhis body be-not thus” -- such
possibilities would also exist, But, O Bhik- °
khus, in -as much as this body is soul-

"less it is subject to ill, apd no possibility .

exists for {commanding the body from
w1thin] saying: "Let this be so, let this not
be s0.

In the same manner sensations (ve- .

dan3d), perceptions [sanna} volitional
activities (sankh&ra) and consciousness

_{vififidna are soul-less' (Anattalakkhana

Sutta).
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'And just as when the partsare rightly set,
~ The word "chariot" ariseth {in our minds):

So doth our usage convenant to say,

"A being" when the aggregates are there.' ’

‘No doer is thére who does the deed,
Nor is there one who feels the fruit |
Constituent parts a]one roll onl..1
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The so-called being is composed of these five

" Groups. OQutside them there is no being. If one
removed the Groups nothing remains,” ~ A Soul

abides neither in any one Group nor in all of them

nor outside them,
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1. Ven, Narada The Buddha Dhamma



- senses. This belief is the chief impediment ta thé
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The teaching of 'No-Soul' has a prbf'ouhd ethical
e. So long as man believes in a soul-entity it is
sible for him to get rid of selfishness. Heénce,,
Buddha says, "Wheresoever self ts, virtue cannot
. Banish the self-idea and altcutsm isrepldced
its proper ethical basis. Even as in the domain
Astronomy, the heliocentric system has sup-
ted the now exploded geocéntric theory, the
hing,of 'No-Sout', or the new psychology has
rown ego-centric system of the attavadI
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~ Anatta or 'No-Soul' is the ¢entral pivot on which
the whole of thé Buddha's philosophy turns. Even
as all sea-water has the same taste of salt, so il we
take ény part of the Dhamma, or for the matter of
that, any phase of life in a Buddhist country, we
~ shall find it saturated with the blessedness of its
. saving grace. '
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The beltef in a permanent ‘Soul' or 'Atma’ is
due to the deceptive data provided by.the five
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attainment of complete freedom fromi sorrow. 35
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The Buddha taught that heavenly conditions
nd states are attainable, but that they are fleeting
nd tmpermanent, béipg characterised by transi-
{Anicea) and substancelessness (Anatta), which’
the inherent features of all phenomena. For, ™ -
en the energy that gave blrth to’a being in a
lestial realm is exhausfed, that being, of necessity,
Bes to that state and remanifests on some olher
proprlate plane of consciousness.
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Heavenly states end ure for a long pen‘od‘, {thou-
ands of years, and aeons of time, which, when
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The anattavadi alone can thus realise the f
significance of all life, -Once this sublime idea,
' p;rasped it would be folly to steal one's neighbou'
- purse or to kill one's brot.her man, for these olfenc
would be comroitted against one's self.
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. compared with 60, 70, or a 100 years of huian life \
seem to be almost eternal. But this is only a De- Belngof 1mpermanency hells, too, are nof eter-.
lusion {Moha), and is based on _deceptive data nal; and gods also must eventually die.
provided by the senses, says the ‘Buddha. Delusion Transtent, alas!. are all component things.
springs from lgnorance (Avijj@); and beings crave  Subject are they to birth,-- and then decay:

' for happiness, now here and now there, not realizing Having gained birth to death the life fluix swlngs

" the real nature of the cosmos, Ignorance {Avijja} is. Bliss truly dawns when unrest dies away.

therefore, according to the Buddha's Message to & & N |

‘suffering humahity the source of all Sorrow. ! umé@@, ugc:m:na{zn @é capg:noqp.mé
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The Buddha fefuted the iheory&imt. everything
the creation of a Supreme Being, a God, or Crea- _'
. On one occasion, He said Wataka 528 - Mahat-y-
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. work his will".
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the-Buddha said:-

. Why does.not Brahmae {i.e., God) set his
. tures right? :

‘Why is his hand s0 mrely spread to bless?
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If theré exists .some Lord all powerful to (ulfi
In every creature bliss or woe and actton got
or i1,

‘That Lord is stained with Stn. Man does

]
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Onanother occasion {J&taka S 13 Bht]rid )

“He: who has eyes can see the sickening si

If his wide power no ]jmits can restram -

W wmm
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Why are his creatures all condemned to pain?
Why does he not to all give happiness? ;
Why do fraud, lies and ignorance prevail?
Why triumphs falsehood-truth andg justice fall? .
I couht you Brahma (1.e., God) one th'uhjuét c
among -

{like other unjust beings Buddha regards God
also as another unjust being), .

Who made a world-in which to shelter wrong’
(as He had made a world-to shelter wrong).! -
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1 Ven. Narada The’ Buddha Dhamma.
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pends on the movement of objects occupying phy-
sical space. For, without material bodies e;_mdkthe
physical space they occupy, there could be no time.
Conversely, without time, nothing could come into
existence, and without the existence of phenomena
there could be no time. . Itis therefore meaningless
to talk of the beginning of 'Creation’, or a First Cause.
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Because Creation of something out of nmhmg
can only mean the creation of 'time’, and i create
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Crigin of the World
mgecnmd gome
But, could there have beenta beginning in t
If Binstein's Theory of Relativity is accepted, S
and Time are merely ideas giving us one con
in mathematics, and there could never have bee
beginning in time, as the concef:t of time itself
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'time’,- there must be phenomena, which again
means the prior existence of 'time’, or a time when

the phenomenon was not there, as there can be no |

time without pherlomena. Hence, as the Buddha
- insists, there could never have been'_.a time when

Sariisira (i.e., phenonienal existence) and a physical

universe in some form or another did no.t'exist.‘
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With scientific exactness, therefore, the Bud-
dha's own view on the matter is recorded thus:- .

1 Condenséd from Budd}usm Answers the Marxist Chaﬂenge
by Francis Story.

BopuSoph ggomon - 9R
“"Without cognisable end is this Sanisara

{cycles of birth and death ~ phenomenat
existence). Afirst beginning of beings, who,
obstructed by ignorance and fettered by
craving, wander and fare on, is not to be
perceived. Incalculable is the beginning
brethren, of this faring on. The carliest
point is not revealed of the running on, the
faring on, of bcings cloaked in ignorance,
-tied ‘to craving’
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How Belief in a creator Originated

ofob:qferinds enbededodoon)
Explaining the origin of the belief in an Almigh
God as represented by Maha Brahma, the so-called
: Creator, and how certa_m‘suhpoégdly-inspired
teachers of humanity from time to time come to
believe in such an 1ll'usory creature, the Buddh
safd:- - C . :
| "There comes a time, friends. when, sooner o
later, after the lapse of a long epoch, the world is
. dissolved and evolved. When this takes place, being:
have mostly been reborn in the World of Radiance.
There they dwell, made of mind . feeding on raptyre,
radiating light from themselves, traversing space,
continuing in boauty, and thus they remain-- for

long, long period of time.
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"Now there comes also a time, friends, when
ner or later this world-system begins to re-evolve.
en this happens, the abode of the Brahmas -
pears, but it is empty. And somme being.or other,
er because his span of years has passed, or
ause his merit is exhausted, deceases from the
rld of Radiance, and comes to life in the abode nf
Brahmas. And there also he lives, made of rrind,
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feeding on rapture radlatmg light from himself,
traverslng space, contmuing in beauty: and thus
does he remain, for a long, long period of time.
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as companions to him and in ail respects they lead
a life like his (They are One with the Father, as it
were !) ‘ '
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. “Now there arises in hifn, from his dwelling therc
so long alone, a dissatisfaction and a longmg Oh,
would that other beings too might come to join me
" in this.place | And just then, either because their,
span of years had passed, or because their merit
was exhausted, other beings fall from the world
" Radiance and appear tn the abode of the Brahmas
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‘On this, friends, that being who was first reborn
“thinks thus: [ am Brahma, the Great Brahma, the
Vanquisher, the Unvanquished, the All-seeing. the
Disposer, the Lord, the maker, the Creator, the Chief,
the Assigner the Master of Myself, the Father of all
that are and are to be. By me are these beings
created. And why is that s0? A while ago I thought:
Would that other beings too might come to this state -
of being! Such was the aspiration of my mind, an'
lo! these heings did ceme.
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"And those beings themselves who amse after
“htm, they too think thus; This worthy must be
_ Brahma (i.e., God), the Great Brahma, the Van-

" quisher, the Unvanquished, the All-seeing, the

" Disposer, the Lord, the Maker, the Creator, the Chief,
the Assigner, the Master of Himself, the Father of
all that are and are to be. By this Brahma [i'.e‘.
God) have we, good sirs, been created. And why is
that so? Because he, as we see, aose here first,
but we arose after him." -

25 Eauy:- (:Qcp ::oacu? =R @oeﬁl eun[:ugo@osﬁl
G:OOC?C:H? Cmeﬁ 1 :m:?c@aq&a C@@ﬁ I 3F3: C\.B 0? EC:)RC&DG&? i
305a5: :)R[:oeﬁ;wﬂca}ac[:os-ﬁ:@cxguaecmsﬁ:uepaoc o

92 230780 05¢ (gbel | {5 (ogep: waw? 305)
2S0é 60508 w§sodicoidat .. . peordeondiodn m
S8 o Bintetn menuseniaad g

N ogﬁoo%m q? GpQ%@CBGUTm@GmsEnEwE "

"On this fr'iends that being who first amse
ecomes longer lived handsome, and more
werful, but those who- appeared after him become
orter lived, less- comely, less powerful. And it
ight well be, friends, that some other being. on
easing from that state, should come to this state
La} Earth}.‘ So come, he might go forth from the
usehold life unto the homeless state (i.e., become
homeless Wanderer or Jfks.r:f:tm]Jl And having thus
ne forth by rcason of ardour effort, devotion,

estness, perfect intellection, he reaches up to
ch rapt concentration fthmough Meditation) {hat
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before. He says thus: ‘That Worshipful Brahm
(i.e.."God), the Vanquisher, the ‘Unvanquished
Father of all that are and are to be, he by whomv
were created he is permanent, constant, eterna
unchangmg and he will rermain so for ever and eve
But we who were created by that Bra.hma (i.e., Gad
we have come “hither all impermanent, transten
unstable. shor- -lived, destined to pass away.
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Thus was appointed the beginniﬁng of things
which ye, sirs, declare asyourtraditional doctrine,
o wit, that it has been wmught by an-overlord, by
Brahm® [1 €., God)'.l
L. Patiia Sutta, Dig.Nik. by Rhys Davids ‘
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A New Heaven and a New Earth
comtntoiooa aogoaod
In'the Aggafifia Sutta the Buddha explains th
at'the stage when the world re-evolves, the Earth
1ark and covered with water. This, it will be note
i>» an exact description of the early phase of .
Earth befure the Surrdissipated the steam that fille
the atmosphere, Beings existing then were uf
differentiated as to sex, Ages having passed.
moisture gradually cleared and the Earth beings
appear. 'Earih with its savour was spread out i
. the waters. Evenas a scum forms on the surface
boiled milky rice that is cooling so.did the dry lanflrety in their form and comeliness become mani-
‘appear. The description 1s one of scientiﬂc exaciist'.
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' The radiant, mind-formed beings then begin

asing and craving enters into them. As they leed.
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h feed on the acum of the waters: the taste is

dies become grosser: 'And in measure as they
us fed, did their bodies become solid, and did

This process continues for ages, and mean-
ile the land and waters separate and the mist
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tweeinrthem, and they become corrscious of differe
ces. Varipus species begin to différentiate. Gradualies 2005 G’%GECS'JOB’C m‘lﬁ”? '?C\iﬂm ﬂ@qpcm P
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_the pleasing savour -of the earth on which thé
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nourished themselves disappears. Craving for
ferent nourishment arises: ‘Then, Vasettha wh
)ocoa 30¢e0lm{5E: wefmod: i3 3 eeS(ofad: o [:o:uE‘\

the savoury earth had. vanished for these being ‘
outgrowths appeared’ in the soil. The manner @
‘the rising up thereof was as the spring:ing up of
mushroom it had colour, odour and taste ... Th
those beings began to feast on these outgmwths :
the soil., and thus continued for a long time'. T
is a description of the first fungoid vegetation.
8o did their bodies grow ever more solid, and
differences in their come]iness more manifest'
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Thereafter, creeping plants appgér.and bemgs ,
gke to eatmg these: after lapse of ages rice begins '
D EIrOW, Beings then feedon rice: 'And in measure
S Lhey, thus feeding went un existl.ng so did the-
ndies of those beings become even more solid and
) BLE WL @nore differentiated... In the female appeared the

@n:@o:m:ﬁmgm@: coaul ooy :\?o?_sﬁ‘@o:a?o:ql istinctive features of the female, and in the male
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(ﬁ’%opgmmﬂ@&;@ﬁm ?503059033”73&338':?3 Sel emplate the male too closely, and the male the
e afgaBoopd ngudeqpodagnian 1 moumemgjd orded e. Inthem contemplating overmuch the one
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morality is described. followed by details of the social .
structure and propcrfy system: And so ... they
stored -up rice enough for four, then for eight days.
Now from that time, Vasettha, the rice began to
degenerate ... the reaped or cut stems (which grew
again befox&the hoarding for four and eight days
began) did o} grow again; a break becams ..anifest
where the rice had been cut and the rice-stubble
stood inf clumps'. o _ '
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body. They in consequence thereof follawed thei
lusts'. l - '
L cc%_cs@ongé \guSaﬁlUéqp: @530Tt09@33@§. mg;cﬂc?l).
20p8 cﬁgﬁaﬁﬁ‘f) ooiq$ 30:cofme 1 gpd 000 A0
chg%c;@oo%ogn:swpaaa’i 0Geoiandgp: 8onCe0l odeepada
E’J:eﬁ 0 03:937 :ngoxﬂ o%mé mcm:m%r&%mi@sﬁ |3;@E
(S Efa@é::mcpsm:@é c0é:(ug gqu)qcm GRS
2R gadgaenon mocouasad: opSapg ety o33
Pimepmalat Gpoel sgortulepioons §4g (28
009 cuo[j cwc 366 o3(o(0: g?o ron[meNn ..
8asoqmd 8k axfenicnd qpieavn zaf) q&qp:mé
wé g [ddeoToonfmatn émrrﬁo:qp:éé\jé:-smn%oz
- & op:feorcoégpigan saé?lqﬁqh:mé oc;égp.goCu%cuTm
[Pt 1 0dagnad 8§:020050upS: audaipiod 0388:88:(m [:EE
gﬁisu}odﬁpza}é&é: {3@:90% m%@:%:@é@hmqe :qiC:
85§:88: [madmsean 038510 c@oﬁp:a“?’_m: [eS:gnond
905@5 ‘spn’a)é colgpiludecoain epnalmod [Bdean
podaéaopS o?uag[;oeﬁu :)RCY?:DE spoc(ozaé Eoc:no
guwc@oe Gucqq,sarqlcw? Somsan’
From this began hatreds and enmities. Here
again the description of how beings from being
séxua]ly undifferentiated, became bi-sexual, is.

biologically exact.” At this point the origin of sexual



" expression to arise.
- == phrase to arise,.
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Theft then begins together w1th‘ laws against
theft and ultimately the strongest and handsomest
of the community is chosen as Chief or Lawgivei'
'Chosen by the people, Vasetth'a s what is meant
by Mah# Sammata. the Great E}ect {Mah3 Samma-
‘ta, traditionally, was the f.rst gleat kmg of the Solar
Dynasty, from which the Sakya clan, to which the
Buddha belonged, was descended, Pethaps the
germ for-our belief in a "Diviné Right of Kings” is to
be found here). Lord of the fields is what is meant
by Khattiya 80 Khattiya (Noble) was the next
RBja was the third standing
.."Their origin was from among those
very bemgs and no others". '
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After this rose the priest class of Brahmins,
whose duty was to Instruet the Jalty in moral prin-
ciples and themselves live austere lives, practising
meditation in forest retreats. Some, who found this,
life too arduous, refurned to the villages and became
known as Ajjh3yaka, repeaters of the Vedas: 'Thus
the third phrase for such ‘people came into use. At
that time they wete Iooked upon asthe lowest now
Lhey are thought the best'.
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Then follows a descr]ptjon of how certain meri |
bcca.me merchants (Vessas) while others became
- hunters and followed other degradmg pursuits thus
becoming the, Suddas (S‘fldra;s), the lowest caste.
. From each of the four castes individuals would ﬂom
' time to time forsake the world to become religious
recluses, when all caste distinctions ceased to cxjst
for them. 'And it took place according to a norm a
- fitness. justly)’. Any one of the four castes who has
led a bad life in deed, word and thought, whose views
of life are wrong, will, in consequence of his views °
“and deeds be réborn after death in one of the realms
~ of misery, but'one who, no matter what his caste, is
_ self-restrained-in deed, thought and word and has

attain to complete liberation in this veiy life.
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"It can truly be said that no parallel, ox anythi
. remotely approaching this accurate description
the genesis and biological development of life on
earth is to be found in the original teachings of
" other religion. In its uniqueness it establish
: beyond guestion the supramunda,ne 1nsight an
-omniscience of the Buddha '
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evolutions of the world have been going on though
elernity, and is well known (o Buddhlsts throughout

the world. It is no mere theory to those living 1n the
Orient. '
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1. -Condensed from Dig. Nik. by Rhys Davids and Sangm
Francis Story.

forward to by certain Christian sects who speak of
2 'New Heaven and a New Barth', though pexhaps
they do not realize it themselvcs
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Now, such periods of dissolutions and e~

¢ c@:c.mCécuT@c. 40003005 BmoFcmogfed -
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Buddhists admit all this, but rnaintain that in

The Buddha had Himself been through many-
as much as sentient existence continues throug

zch dissolutions of the world and re-evolutions,

| . . _ nd had enjoyed heavenly conditlons from time to
fering, even if we are to be the first to enjoy sucllme. Thus through His own experiences He teils
happy conditions on a new and | savoury Ea.rth whe

the world begins to re-evolve, n fact, the Budd
explained that i,n three ways the world is destmye
(or dissolved), - by fire, water and wind. In whichi
ever manner the world ts dissolved, when the E
re—e_volves. conditions are as described herein.

oot diorgimdBatmpmricy T
eEv:mE‘: o$é@c§l:§q9035 ngrodoOPIAD mé°°5°35 i0YyPi9 Bl 235 3 §603 3901 o823 a0 mgn 25
2003§Eam éon%c\;rr%@égomg::cﬂﬁme% mé‘aﬁ"? éTll“' P 0d06pope oqlcmecq,ué:mm @omo% QLES
E‘S-@E- gﬁg@é‘ "‘:‘"’1?‘:’:":"[::s"ﬁ " r‘nm@' 2o E'; O G@oEGooolﬂ)eﬁ 0 mmme@nc 8255 #0030 ‘?
R A O i et
G20 G[:m CORve EEQ‘RJ“‘ e meo:chng a? e Incidentally; it may be noted here that the 'New
oapemac:np) Beg e 0y 0§do3s 0oeg: :q. 2aven and New Earth' re-evolve from the matter of
Som:qa0p5 [g80len) socidgopaopd 9Q|L5[§5=U‘} 1329500 her dissolved universe. Nothing is déstmy‘ed.

each new world cycle, there is no cessation of Suf

S rather than continue through such cycles in -
les, birth itself must be stopped. For: birth itself
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ations on whether the world was etemal.or not
#ternal, whether the world was finite or infinite, and
o this question, the Buddha made reply:-

'If it he the belief. Malunkyaputta, that
the world is eternal, will there be the .
observance of the Holy Life? In such a
case-No. If it be the bellef, Malunkyaputta,
that the world (i.e. Sorrow) is not eternal,
will there be the observance of the Holy
Life? In that case alsc-No., Bul, Malunkya-
putta. whether the belief be that the'world
Is eternal or that it is not eternal, undoub-’
tedly, there is birth there is old age, there
is death. .. the extinétion of. which in this
life itself I make known.
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. The Buddha's Silence

Gobgropepid BseBobosE:

Many were the questlons asked of the Buddh
Bul He did not answer every question put to Hi
by His followers, If 'question's were irrelevant
not conducive to delwerance from bondage, that
to say, the recurring cycles of birth and death,
observed Si‘ence .

COO%OS?GP i} cuigd: rsfioigs BB
aasrwac ¢ [gobgropepoops g 3 onopdp: cufgd:edd
cuigs: o?c o3, cE;rch ogea samoocj c6: g qyio0d € - Joope: ”
aaoea?cca:o curg§igpiledoyc com?eg e {ac: q.c ~ -_.:’@"R‘jm?i’fm‘f” ?”mwgmafﬁﬂﬁtch i\)t'}_gc
[6é:0} wodos[edasar mmcpoqmc S ‘ogodq el oC ) oMY Wagofupgjeopicamt: °°°éE° 805
aaemmsarrae;@{cglc [godgopep: a::@aooo:gogcq,c . [ m:’b“’&’,"ﬂ’J ‘E"—"ﬂeﬁ 16503, 2geu(g4rear cor i'? qp:
& ? Bogospapoopd g eifoireariqe-

‘oncpy gy - Soamoops Behop wep§
ENE a0 14

¢

For instar;ce, there was once a yo_ung i
‘named Malunkyaputta who had various spec
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'Ma.lunkyaputta, I have not revealed

: whether the world is etérnal or not eternal;

whether the world is finite or infinite. Why
have I not revealed these? Because these
are not profitable, do not concern the bases
of holiness, are not conducive to aversion,
to passionlessness, to cessation, to tran-

quility, to intuitive wisdom, to enlighten:
ment, or to Nibbana (i.e. Lhe Deathless .

statc} Therefore I have not revealed +

these.'

(Majjhima Nikaya- -Cula--M‘]unkyaputta Sutta, No. 63]
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Sometimes, peoplé made inquiry concerning the
athless State of Nibtana. Here, too, the Buddha -
erved Silence. For, Nibbéna is beyond imagina-

0 and description and the Buddha made no

empt £o depict it, kinowing that any such attem‘pt

uld only present a false picture which would raise

If objectively--a deceptive goal--before the mind

iving for liberation. The mind creates concepté

d is shackled b; them; this is part of the meutal
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craﬁng for ideas. Hence, Nibbana cannot be deshEse but water. And one day as it swam about in

cribed, though Nibbzana can be experienced herw e pond where all its days had been bpent it
this very life. ' appened to meet a turtle of its acquaintance who
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"Good day, Mr. Turtle!” said the fish: "I have
_n-- seen you for a long time. Where have you been?”
_ ", said the turtle, "I ve just been for a trip on
la.nd "
"On dry Iand"' exclaimed the ﬁsh "What do
mean by 'on dry land'? There is no dry land. 1
Bad never seen'such a thing. Dry land is nothing.”
"Well", said the turtle good-naturedly, "if-you
ant to think so, of course you may: theme's no one
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A beautiful and interesting fable related by h
late. Sildcara Thero brings this point out weil.
~ 'Once upon a time there was a fish. And jus
because it was a fish, it had lived all its life in th
water and knew nothing whatever about anythi
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the same.”

'O come”. said the fish, "try to ta]k sen'se J

“méasé: ;:c@asooo 93{330353:" o36m c@eﬁ n
te]l me now what is Lhis land of yours hke’? Is it
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"No, it is not wet”, said the turtle.
"Is it nice and fresh and cool‘?" asked the ﬂ
"Nao, it is not nice, and fresh and coo] the tu
rephed . )
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“Is it clear, so that Hght can éorne through, it?”
"No, it s not ciea.r’: h‘ght cannot come th.rough

"Is it soft and ytelding; so t.hat [ could move my
fins about in it and push my nose through #?°
"No. it is not soft and yielding; you c¢ould not
sAm in it " .
' Does it ove or ﬂow in streams?"
"No; it neither moves nor flows in streams.”
"Does it ever rise up into waves, then, with white
Bbam in them?" asked the fish, becoming just a
Bttle impatient at this string of Noes.
“Np", repled the turtle Lruthfully "it never rises
=p into waves that I have seen.”
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what else is it, but nothing? Don't’tell me!"

"Well, Well", said the turtle,"if you ar deter-
mined to think that dry Tand is nothing, I suppose
you must just go on thinking se. - But any one who
knows what is water and what is land would say
you were just.a very silly fish, for you think that
anything'you have never knofm is nothing just
Because you have never known it"
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P SV . "And with that the turtle tumed away and,
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mthing "1
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"There Now!" exclaimed the fish triumphantly
"Didn't 1 tell that this land of yours was jt
nothing? I have just asked, and yofi have anéwe
me that it is neither wet nor cool, not clear nor
and that it ddes not flow in streams nor rise up in
" ‘waves. And if it ién't a sing!e one of these th g

"crmé:@...cmaé:@”s 36m 9@33\5 1 “m@enuded ef:

> N §:a(gurn 909000570l 05:00:3 sH:ucsenngl



classic.com .
Bipcbeg ggomon . o0

33:_0036 ac: 2005[3: mé:m:cﬂ sonpced cl apaaorud) 3leud:
qu amedr or?é;c[gm eded agc‘j'c{,?cc?’é:m wiiu 73
eoo@ nfmecoc :0cd GEYJEIEOSQBLDI ome{mnéad a%cooé.
o odsle e:nﬁg & GDGPCOOELDU% @t 39{153;37&)9 e:&‘g -
OO:{BG[: 994 OOG)?CD@ # WJ?BU’EOOJR (\? BC COC?O’JC”.'
390300(3
@:\3 c@oaqE cq:om c\guma cqgognocgo @ cls
g3 geieh quq,cuog auqq@coo 10 :m%uu?ooo? ;q:pa:_
s GD;UTQ cq,omoou Gmmsq o [joebas cgmgo:g:n

GC\'.)G% ]

:gw?cf: sqEEas §5q?[:o§:099 o droleandoogs: msiele
= 33053395, :n:ﬁoon% cliaens eﬂé.-@%écﬂ I cl :mé;\)é:- '
ot anaSadarn Bog:pfeolsé opsials opdaFgoopded
iﬁ:umé%&ﬂ,u oﬁi?é:oag: qmgoqp::bé o053 5o
RBP e}é@ocmé mm:eﬂg:rﬁ agnaézu']éw%mé: GO0
Mo wpaopS $p5o3 Bo3Bmmedanado? carsndeolumyg
mCE Qooedmodian: vgé:gdculn Qa?@éméé moopdi
wgglcooo cmoo%a::o Uu?a?mw[:c ccuon?g;cpms‘p rﬁ '

o emeﬁccﬂ It

Thus, rathe-r than give his hearers a 'wrong
mnpression, in His 'Wisdom,‘the Buddha observed
fence on such.metaphysical questio'ns. as they did -
2ot concemn the main issue. This Silence has unfor-
mnately been misinterpreted: sometimes by biassed
writers; sometimes by uniformed writers, ‘therehy
acquainted only with the sea. In the same way monveying a false impression of the Buddha's teach-
Arahats who are acquéjnted with both the mund ngs {o those who might otherwise profit by His
and the supramundane cannot explain to a worldingfi Message.
what the supramundane exaetly is by mund
terms, nor can a worldling understand the sup

(ospecongy oo gy’ o)
1t is evident from this fable that neither
 turtle, which is acquainted with both land and s

- could explain to the fish the real nature of the land.
nor could the fish understand what land is as i

Blede) spel [ogoappi] ggoieom aéflqyed

chmE.:a:_E:g:o @agga‘o?ep:a:é @m%m{e%sa@é ?pop_o
j Qﬁqo@@éqﬁ q;cﬁougrf?’ Q@c@orﬁogo:m cuipd:

03 ol [oop: [ efgod agcgagofgsqamﬁﬁmﬁil‘:: e

~c

mundane merely by mundane knowledge.
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The Buddha taught mankind only what was
absolutely essential for emancipation. Even so, He ~

has forestalled many a scientist and philosopher of
today. ‘
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| It might be added that the Buddha did n
- teach all that He knew. For, on one occasion whils
passing through a forest, He took a handful of leav
and said: 'O Bhikkhus, are there more leaves in
hand or more leaves in the forest yonder?' 'and th
replted, ‘There are more leaves in the forest, Lord!
"Yea, what 1 have taught you is like the leaves in’
hand, but what I know is like the leaves in-
forest’, He then-said.
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e can realize for himself, when he too reaches the
, the intricate Workmgs of the cosmos and find
answers. to those questions that once baffled
so much. 'For', says the Buddha, 'Moral and
uous Wanderers (Ascetics) and Brahmans {i.e.
iests} do not force maturity on that which is.
ipe; they, being wise, walit for that maturity.”
{1. Paydsi Sutta, Dig. Nik. by Rhys Davids.)
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. Chapter IV
g0}: (5)

Kamma and the Life-flux-Santati

THUS, in brief, we have seen that the Buddh
does . not aftempt to explain the origin of life to mem
Werdhngs who are more concerned with First
Catises than with the leading of spiritual lives.
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At the same timme there is the assurance that
a worldling bides his time, living well the.holy lift
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ftis wmng therefore, to assert that the Buddha
‘Agnostic’ on certain issues as is sometinties
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eriences of the past that Have produced the present
ing. These experiences conslituted no momwe nor
=ss than all the good and evil acts of the individual.

sought to-be made out by some uninformed write
The Buddha is known as the Fully Enlightened 8
And, He always knew. He observed Silence @

~when it was to the spiritual advantage of his g is is called Kamma.
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" Life or existence. whether in celestial or in the
wer forms of c‘onscidusness, is conditioned by our
amma which may be hken'ed to a force like
ectricity. It is this force that finds manifestation
; varlous states of consciousness, whetheron a
or subtle and refined level, on the princizle,

tioner, and not because He seemed to say

Himself — Agnosco - 'l do rot k.how" ‘
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He denied the postulated Supreme Godhea
Creator, the unchanging soul and éternal heave
‘the theist, Brushing aside irrelevant questions,
Buddha takes for its starting point the ‘being’, a
is, here and now, and traces back the cause of
conditioned existence. And says that it is
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that 'wheresoever your treasure is thece wﬂl ye
heart be also'.
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In other words, our forms, such as god, godl
(deva), man, animal, ghost and so on arm me
the outward maniféstations of this invisible Ka
force. This.all pervading force carries with it all @
innate characteristics, which usually lie latent,
may rise to the surface at unexpected momen
thus making it diﬂ“cuft for any one to judge anoth
From the Buddhist point of view therefore il is 2
meaningless to talk of 'haling the sin and loving
sinner’. ~For, apart from the act of sinning there

If this position is understood. oné will be able |
enderstand readtly th: t the outward forms are
e ly the vessels which hold the Kammic energy
does not really become a dog in one birth
does a dog, for instance, become a man in a
sequent bh'th But the fofce which once mani-
ed itself in the form of a man, can manifest its
Egies at other times as a god, godling (deva}.,h

really no 'sinner’. 2al, ghost, or man (again); etc., in much the same
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" different colours and different voltages. In otifE=SoonSeons: mad058:e(m0E: mopEGE
words, the external phenomena, - such as go® ' s
god]ings,{deva}l. beasts, ghosts. mern, elc., ame mere
the receptacies which hold the kammic energy
the individual life-lux. |
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At this stage a brief explanation ¢f Kamma
1ld be useful. Leaving aside all its technical
pects, which must be gone into more thoroughly
one is sufficiently interested in the subject to
zak away, the veil of lgﬁomnce {Avijja) that
shrouds' the minds of many, }{ammd Imay be
scribed as the result of CRAVING in its diverse
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that whatever we acquire we must again lose as soon
as the force behind the acquisition, the force of the
original craving, has spent itself. 1t is then that we
suffer doubly, for it is harder to miss what we have
become 'accustomed to, than not Lo get what we do
uot expect

For, the energy generated by the act of cravi
is ;:luectlve. and tremendous in its effect. That
to say; whenever we crave, we crave for somethi
and the Iene'r_gy so generated will tend to bring
something about. ~This principle, by the way,
the one underlying New Thought, Christian Scie
" and similar movements. They all tell.us that w
ever we desirestrongly enough arid definitely enos
we shall obtain, be it health, wealth, or power
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Then there is also the natural law n

Another important aspect in regard-to Kamma
requires a brief explanation here: that is this: the
cravings of our previous existences also pm-dispose'
@5 o our present cravings. Iftﬁey have been specific
2long certain lines--say’ the desire to. become a
Suilder of houses--the results will also be specific
as far as the new cucumstance_s will allow. In the
mext birth, then, we shall become builders of
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" dwellings through an innate tendency that will drive
us in that direction. . In our childhood we shall
show aptitude to building with nursery blocks; in
youth we shal] desire to erect tents and shelters, or
study architecture; in man-hood we shall become

mmc?ocq mq«m%mcmqp t :J?eu?o':: oa?muaaﬂc
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Since there is always an intcmnnghng accumu-
lation of energies from previous cravmgs soime
sironger, some weaker, some more definite, some
=ss s0, theywill, all of them, tend to come to the
surface socner or later, as’ opportunities iJresent
themselves and as théy are evoked by circum-
sances, That is wh} human life is So varied and in
many respects s0 contradictory. Whatever enexgy
Bas been generated, that must also be mleased

Craving generates energy: ,Action releases it,
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- building contractors or architects.
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Hundreds of cravings have given us an accumu comes of evil with resignation, and whatever of good,

lation of energy: we are, therefore, capable of hun- without elation. -

dreds of different kinds of actions. But the most
dominant cravings find vent in the most distinct
activities. Thus there also arise child-prodigies, such
as musicians, matheinaticians, and so on, mani-
festing a particular dorntnant craving in keeping with
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opportunities afforded by environment.
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This tendency to action, this generated and ,
stored up energy is what constitutes our self, We
are nothing more nor less than tendency to action,
mesulting from craving. This is our self, our I, bur -
ndividuality, our character. It is our capacity to

_ . . m=spond,
From this we may readily gather that whatever

‘ happens to us, is coming to us, is deserved. Go
bad, or indifferent, it has been our own maki
our own kamma. No one else is t6 blame, no G
and no Devil. We should accept, therefore, whatev

Even as a gong, when struck will respond with
own partiéular tone a.nd volume, dcpendmg upon
kind-of metal of which it is composed the shape
holds, the way it is suspended, and the strength
the blow: so, .too, each of us, when belng acted
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Kamma differentistes beings into low and high states
500 0gpkepioh sacpbenfiodaf@p

~On one occasion a certain young man named
Subha approached the Buddha. and questioned
why and wherefore it was that among human bemgs
there are low and high stales.
" 'For', said he, 'we find amcmgst mankind the
short-lived and the Jong-lived,’ the, sickly and the
healthy, the ill-looking and the good- locking, the -

upon by our environment, will respond in a pa
cular fashion. And the tendency to mépond_th <
and not-otherwise is our Kamme. ’
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rich, the lew-born and the high bom the 1gnorant
and the intelligent." : '
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uninfluential and the influential, the poor and the '
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The Buddha briefly replied: 'Every living being
has Kamma: as its own, ils inheritance, its cause,
its kinsman, its refuge. Kamma is that which dif
ferentiates all living beings into low a.nd high states.
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He then enumerated the causes of such di

Regod (55899 4p: 2065 ofof 03@0 BS: qp: ot
'DOC 0?‘7? FaE20: QO‘D ﬂc CGO’J’J%{G’S 1]

PNO5G) dowIar[G [eé c\?mncmmma SVELI I
aoo::mrﬁ gjodebian F383ar5 ?aﬁ feded Qe conSep:
::13 ¢ Sé:ojcoah 20055158 B3daadepaeand
5<:5 3o0; o?oo@ 0&:cpa@) wmﬂmmcﬂqp 3201 200t

#lad: Qﬂl 2003{g05¢ e cgq;acma‘?eﬁ :a:m?:ﬁmm-'
e3¢ o3, oyerpoSqfiesnn’ oy apogé [8§ced
Gaooszaﬂg :raoomo%coéeéu

fqomcmoooat‘\_‘) 2003(godfsé: ) epelmden el
2054034103 eonisudooaial mmﬂmg;cﬂam 003
: méanat) orffopoops asosgé: n% cgchéca:o Do

=C 0958 (0§ copSey:ygniaoonmsl :raa:cﬁﬂéoggaagn
 a persorn ts in the habit of harming others
% fist or clod; with cudgel or sword, he, as a
2l of his harmfulness, when bom armongst man-
£ will suffer from various diseases.

X aperson is not in the habit of harmingdth‘ers.
as a result of his harmlessness; when bom

mgst mankind, will enjoy good health,
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~ ferences: . _ .
] If, for instance, a person destroys life; is
hunter; besmears his hands with blood, is engage
in killing and wounding, and is not meriful towa
livihg beings, he, as a result of his killing whe
born amongst makind, will have a brief life. |

If a person avoids killing, leaves aside cudg
and weapon, and is merciful and comﬁa’se’;io
towards all living beings, he, as a result of his noi
killing, when born amongst: mankmd will en
long hfe

“
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 If a person is wrathful and turbulént. is is

tated by; a trivial word. gives 'vent to’ qﬁger ill-
'a.l:ld resentment' he, as a result of hls Irritabili
when born amongst mmkind will be ill looking

]f a person is not wrathfu] and turbulent
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Ila person is jealous. envies the gains ofot.hers.
= ks of respect and honour shown to'others, stores
=ousy in his hearl, he, as a result of h:sj.ea_IOusy.
2n born amongst mankind, wﬂl be uninfluential,
if a person-is ,noLjeaJo'us‘ does not e;{ify the
s of oLIIrlersl.. marks of respect and honour shown.
sthers, stores not jealousy in his héaﬂ he, asa’
sult of his non-jealousy, when bom, amongst

not irrilaled even by a torrent of abuse, does 1
: - y - mkingd, will be mf‘luential

give vent to anger, ill-wil, and resentment, he as
result of his amiability, when born amongst
_kind will be good- ]ookjng
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If a person does not give anything for charit 2 [:c c}c etﬁcwmmﬁo?sﬁ :fanqﬂ ralooad oy, s?ccnomg
he, as a result of his greediness, when born amongs 0§ og: g0 Pfeocd (?ng u::oo 195 (a8
mankind, will be poor, = )

If a person is bent on charitable giving, he, as
result of his genierosity, when born amongst ma

kind, will be rich.
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If a.person does not apprach the learned and.

virtuous and Inquire what is good and what is
. what is right and what is wrong, what ‘should
practised and what 'éhould not be practised, what
Bould be done.and what should not be done, what
nduces to one's welfare and what to the reverse,
as a result of his non-inquiring spirit,” when
n amongst mankind, will be ignorant,
If a person does approach the learned and the
ous and make the above inquiries; he, as a
sult of his inquiring spirit, when born amongst
kind, will be intelligent. .
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If a person is stubborn, haughty, honours o
those who aré worthy of honour, he, as a result
his arrogance.and irreverence when born among
mankind, Wﬂl have abirthina low’ family. .

Ifa person is not stubborn, . not ha_ugh
- honours those who are worthy of honour, he, as
result of his humility and reverence, when ba

amongst mankind, will have a birth in a high fami B3OS ﬂémémrﬁmé Héﬁoéaﬂrpoo omse]
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' base and exalted, happy and miserable. Depend
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Depending on this difference in Kamrna a
 the differences in the birth of beings, high and Ig
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Buddhism also tea(;hes tnat them are _threc-
of Kamma; Kamma that ripens in the same

on the difference in Kamma appears the differen
in the individual features of beings as beautiful 2
ugly, high-bom or low-born, well-built or deforme
" Depending on the difference of Kamma appeass @
difference in the worldiy conditions of beings
gain and loss, fame and disgrace, blame and pra

etime, Kamrma that ripens in the next life .and
a that ripens in successive births, Genei‘ally
king, these three forms of Kamma are bound
produce results (vipdka), but to produce any
ect, several auxiliary causes are réquired, and"‘it
etimes happens that such auxiliary causes do

happiness and misery.
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1n fact; all possibie combinations of fortune and

_not arise, and there are no effects. It may a '
misfortune are accountable to the admixture of past

" come about that some weak Kamma is counteracté
- by stronger Kamma of an opposite type, and sod
not produce vipaka or resultant .
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good and bad Kamma. -
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Briefly, the generating of these thme types of
Xamma depends on Causes that are to be found in
the workings of our minds. For man’s mind may
Be likened to a piano keyboard piayiﬁg tunes all
the time, This keyboard has seventeen keys, or,
thought-moments, and-these comprise one whole-
thought-process. Of these, there are seven impor-
at keys which play a dominant mwle, and which
termine all our moment-to-moment actions. In
addhist Psychology they are referred to'as the
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But, usually the results of good and bad
may be seeri manifesting side by side, as for
stance, when a child is bom into a rich and powes
ful family, butis physically weak; or being born

poor parents may be healthy and highly intellige and PIOcess.
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_For instance, if the re-action to the impact is
an the first of these seven thought-moments, the
sesultant .[‘Vip%a}, if any, will be in this life-time
aself; if the re-action is on the seventh of the seven
thought-moments, the resultant, if any, wul be in
the next or subsequent birth; and, if the re-action
s on any of the intervening thought-mements —from
ond to sixth - the resultant 11’ any, depending
; gravlty will be at some time. in this, the next, or
oy future btrth before Nibbana is flnal]y attaired.
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' And in’ the Manner. one presses these scv

keys, so to speak, provided the auxiliary causcll cendod ??Mmmqm oooa&oog [sdeuTeard :m“?jl'
also arise, the tunes will be played. Or in the
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' manner one re-acts to the impact of sensations, m) coo?oomp@ e C\RJC g‘]:noogcuc EMU m,?
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keys one begins to create his future heavens :
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Now, this should not surprise us very much.
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- For, do we not think before we acl? And, in the
process of thinking, do we not semetimes do a thing
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Nature has thus ordered herself well, and the
process of Becoming is kept going from moment to
moment, and from birth to birth. As Shakespearé
Face 50 aptly said: “All the world's a stage, and ail
(=€ men and women are merely players, They have.
=eir exits and their entrances.” And one man in
S Ume. plays many parts'. :
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readily, spontanepusly, or. again, with a degree o
cJautioh. —seeming to hesitate, as it were.

Hence, even though we do not realize it, we 3
all doing a bit, of gear-changing in our minds before
performing any act, and thiu-mgulat,els all our actions
into three different streams of resultants - three
types of Karnma. And, the situations confrontis
" us al any time, have been projected. to a largs
extent, by the way our mental gears changed fros
time to time.in response-to sense-impressions.
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i we remember these points we may under-
2d why a powerful swindler, eriminal or EVEri
derer of today sometimes seems to- get away"
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Understanding this, the Buddhist ‘naturally
Pities the wrong doer, while at the same time not -
=avying his good forlune. Yes, pity bim, because
e is harming himself, like the man- who foolishly
nthdraws all his money putting none back into the .
3znk agaln A day soon dawns when he {s penni- .
ss. That, in‘effect, also exp]ajns why many a kjng
2 former time is perhaps a beggar on the streets
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- with his crime, while the '‘good-fearing' and pi-o{:s
folk of today appear to be dogged with misfortune
with‘every stride they take! From the Buddhist point]
of view there is nothing to be alarmed at this, _
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It may, in the case of the former fwhere a very
strong past good Kamma is operating), be 2
instance, where folk are misusing what Lhey ha
worked hard for thefnselves in an earlier time,
in the latter case, toq. it may just be that.though
these people are now quiet and chastened, they hz

_not always been like that in earlier incarnatio
and are now, in a way, paying for what they &
have had.
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Thus w¢ see that our menta.l, intellectual, and .
differences are mainly due 1o our dwn aclions
tendencies, which are the pre-dispositions to
present conditions, while the manner in which
F=act to situations confronting us now fror tirme
e also contribute to the éltﬁations in ‘Whil(‘.ll
nall find ourselves in the future. ' '
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The ineqi;aliﬁes and seeming irjustices of life
thus become intelligible in the light of the law of
cause and effect. _And that is also how we can ge
Teason out of the mass . of incongruity we call
human life.
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Buddhists are panent by nature, arid alway:
merciful and long-suffering towards the wrong-does
They are tolerant because they are convinced ths
they are not dealing with one life-time only;
are dealing with infinity. Old scomes are se
automatically in due time. And, nothing is

" until _,Nlbbana is attained,
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"By Kamma one attains glory and praise,
By Kamma bondage, ruin, tyranny,
Knowing that Kamma bears fruit manifold.
Why say ye, 'In the wor]d no Kamma-is?'
(1. Ven, Narada The Buddha Dharim
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Who is so'devoid of compassion as to be able to
B men or even animals, carries deep within him-
B the inclination to shorten life. He finds satis-
rtion or even pleasure in the short-livednéss of
mer creatures. Short~]1véd germs have therefore
e affinity which makes. itself known after his
in the. grasping of another geom - which then
=s place to his own detriment. Even so, genns- '
ing within themselves the power of developing
2 a deformed body, have an affinity for one who
35 pleasure in fll-treating and disfiguring others.}
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~ Anoete by Dr. George Grimm in The Doctri
‘the Buddha, p.246, would be of conside
interest to us in our attempts to understand
law of Kamma. For, says Dr. Grimmm:
1t is not difficult in all these cases also to 8
the law of affinity as the regulator of thp gras;
of a new germ that occurs at death.’
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'An angry person begets within himself.
affinity for ugly bodies and their respc "tive germs
since it is the characteristic mark of anger to' d
- figure the face.
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‘It is, of course, only a consequence of the
bove, that a change of sex may also ensue.

Thus it is relaléd in the Digha Nikaya No,XXI
hal Gopika, a daughter of the Sakya house was -
=horn after her death as Gopaka Devaputta {the
n of Deva), because the female mind had become-

oulsive to her, and she had forrned a male mind
in herself.
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Whoever is jealous, niggardly, haughty, ca 3??[:0 ﬂ S 2o S(am 5

within himself the tendency to grudge everything 2505 o m;’;mmc 905 jo ? ‘3“"3[:"?!“339‘1 3‘"’?!-
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others and to despise them. Accordingly gers
that are destined to develop in poer outward circs R 0 §9314) S 8808750pé BQ)ra0n:Bodaon: 1073 ag:fay

" stances, possess affinity for him'.}
(1. Ven. Narada, The Buddha Dha

. :C’Bm g&g(ﬂmg@ Q:D(:\aq,@) .’JJEEG:?‘Dmg Gﬂ']UfYD

2 (c206h 2om: :raEuJ Gy gaioonu] 20231

Whatever pam or happiness we experience is,
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therefore, an inevitable consequcnée of a -past act
The Birddha Dhamma makes no provision fa
rewards and punishments The followers of :

awake, soas to avoid hurting mmseH or anyl;ody
Ro might be below and on whom he might fall.’
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Though the Buddha attributes thisvariation

Buddha speak i terms of cause and effect.
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" In the words of Silachra Thero: 'If a perse
does something in his sleep, gets out of bed as
‘walks over the edge of a verandah, - hell will fall is
_ the road below and in ali likelihood break an arm
- leg or suffer something worse. But this will happ
not at all as a punishment for his éleep—
but merely as its result.

And the fact that he did not remember go
out on the verandah would not make the slights
 difference to the result of his fall from it, in #

shape of broken bones. So thé follower of 18
-Buddha takes measures to see that he does not we
over verandahs or other dangerous places
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Jin character and outward disposition in diffe
‘beings to Kamma, yet He does not- assert
~ every*hing is due to Kamma. There are fve
of Niyamas according to the Buddha. Kam
-only one of the five orders that. prevail in the

verse, .
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Santat:, i.e., ﬂux or continuity...' but no ‘Soul
20,4 08 upea fybopbeaog... Beo0d aagy o
But Kamma or the force' of energy whi
-éenéraged through our good and evil actions is
stored within the psyche (mind) or in a ‘soul’
theistic concept. The Buddha teaches that th
no such 'storehouse’ in this everchanging co
machinery of man, for, man himself, is me :
gro‘up of five aggregates {Pancakkhandha).
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But the Buddha teaches Qhat instead of such ‘
an unchanging 'soul’ or pexmanent 'entity’, there is
a flux or Santati (conttouity), which is.the result of
every éxperience the individual has passed though, .
every influence felt, every impression recefved, and
dependent on this Santati (continuity}, a goup of
appropriate aggregates (suitable to that individual
flux or Santati} comes together and a new being
arises at the death of the old being. Apart from this
graup of aggreagtes and abart from this changing
fux {or Santati) which itself is changing every
moment, as 'it' takes in and lets out, so to speak,
impressions from time to time, there is no ‘store-
Bouse', nor a being. ' )
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Sa&s,“ﬂS. Idly. the greai Roman Cathalic
mthor; "The existence of the ilmnorta.l-'in man is
decoming !nci‘¢asing1’y discredited under the
influence of the dominant schools of modem
Sought. ‘The scientists whom the nineteenth
tury heard most gladly have been much more
ative in negation. The so-called "soul” they
esist 18 a "bundle of sensations, emotions.
entiments, all relating to the physmal experlences
the race and the individual.” ‘
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.. Strange though it may seem, yet it is true, that
this glorious and noble outlook on life and its po-
blems receives wonderful corroboration from the
_researches of modern Western Psychologists. . For.
the recent tendency in' philosophical thought has
been so marked that modemn psychology is nick-
named, ‘Psychology without a psyche [soui-).'. .
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Professor James, who is even more modern
than Wundt, accounts the term ‘soul a mere figure
af speech to which no reality corresponds. ‘The
word’, he insists, 'explains nothing and guarantees
sothing; its successive thoughts are the only intel-
igible thmgs about it; ‘and definitely to ascertain
e correlation of these with brain’ pmcesses is as

puch as psychdlogy can empirically do'.
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Wundt, the eminent psychologist in his
known work, tells us: "Psychology proves that
only our sense-perception, but the memorial imags
* depend for their origins upon ‘the functionings
the organs of sense and movement”, and holds th
a continuance of this sensuous consciousness mu
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Western science forsooth can do nothing more,
Eastern sages by psychical exercises can so
=lop the clairvoyant faculty that they can lock
past lives. For instance, we hear the Budtiha,
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the greatest Eastern Sage ever known to mai.

saylng;

T recalled my variéd lo” in former exis®
tences.as follows: first one life, then two
lives, then three, four, five, ten, twenty, up

'to fifty fives, then a hundred, a thousand,

a hundred thousand, then the dissolution
- . of many world eycles, then thé evolution

"ing from there,
" elsewhere. Then such was'my name, such
.ete. Thus, I'recalled the many

' 'ledge arose; darkness vanished, and light
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BEEE mBoooSond Siap:od mecoifBrags modo:

of many world cyc]es In that place I was

of such niime, such a family, such-a caste,

suich a dietary, such the pleasure and pain
I experienced, such my life's end., Vanish-
1 came Into existence

my family .;
births in my former existences.

Ignorance was dispelled, and know-

arose,.

( from Rcmm1scences of Previous Births--Pubbe- .

Nivasanussati Nna').
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Chapter V
- k()
- Can We Believe in Re-birth?
nob [48[g:03 odfrad§boucun:
Now, 2 question arises. Can we be sure of ‘Re-
', or, survival after death? In other words, does
accumulated energy or ‘force’ continue to re-
ifest itself on other and various planes of con-
ness, or does it cease to exist with our death?
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According to the Law of Conservation of Energ
and Indestructibility of Matter, it is certain that §
the process called ‘dealh’ nothing is lost. The anims
heat goes off somewhere in the atmosphere or
some cother matter; the animal magnetism 2
‘w'tality are romentarily lost sight of, but soon
will be attached to other organic beings such.
plants or animals to begin a new cycle of emb
ment. The physical constituents of the body will g
to their-appropri_éfe places, into the air as'g' 5
into the water as [luids, into the earth as salts a
minerals, and in a short time may form:the parts
aflower or fruit, or a.nima] E
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But, where or what is the willing, the thinking,
remcrnbering the directing force which once
i olled all these and held them together in unity?
This, as we have seen, is the Iffc-flux (Santati) -
continues. to seek manifestation from one
ere of existence to another, as nothing can'be
royed, in- keepmg with the law of the conser-
m of energy. And, this energy is sustained and
ed by the force of Cravmg | '
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Buit, this force is invisiblé., Yes. But much th

has in the past been invisible, is now made know
‘through other processes. For instance, ulﬁra-vi '
rays are invisible but show their existence thro
. their chemical reaction. Is it not reasonable
to assume that consciousiiess and memory are al§
" able to exist invisibly in nature and volitiona]ly o
their existence through the vital and the ph
unity 'ma.nifested‘by a living being? In fact,
the revolutionary conclusion to which western m
of science have now come to having weighed all
latest scientific discoveries in the realms of
- siology and biology as well as psychology and L

There is, indeed, no forcing aside Professor
chner's conviction that the problem’is a psycho-
physical problem.

Thus is established sc‘ientjfically the existence
2 man of a subconsciousness which in the great
mass of people is almost totally dormant. Hence,
e shallowness and unscientific nature of the
uestion of objectors to the Re-birth Doctrine who
sk why, if we have lived before here on this planat

chical research.
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in human body we do not remember it, must
~ be obvious.

that the many experiences irrupted into the normal
oTISCioUSNEess through this process and found
¢ S accountable are those experiences preserved in
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However, even this objection has now bes
overcome by the new Science of Hypnotism.

memory from a life an.te-datmg birth.
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Freud, the illustrious German Psychologist, andil coo(03(8: @‘Dﬁz&‘c‘ e e e

host of others in more recent times, have prov °$°"Eé 4 5:03707C: Qo§a c:’ o5, gaBorqo
conclusively that many Jong forgotten incidents SERES C’D‘?‘BO OCG‘P“OC‘”C 339@”0 9@?“@”3’9‘:’3 39@
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life dating back not merely to childhood but to (HE= 030003 ,@73090’?‘3“ B3N ‘?m@m%’c 4o
moment of conception in the mother's womb, @
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be recalled through Hypnotism, and it has also be
~ found reasonable to assume in the same mans
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Three Typical Cases of Re-birth. h
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. Notwithstanding the scientific basis for
there have been many cases reported of people,
India particularly{ recalling incidents of th
previous lives. The following instances from the
French Treatise by Leon Denis, entitled Life a

é ' Destiny would beof interest:-
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(2) In 1880, at Vera Cruz (Mexico), 2 seven years .
old child pdssessed the power’ to heal. Several
people were healed by vegetable remedies pre-
scribed ‘by the child, When asked how he knew -
thése things, hé said that he was formerly a great -
doctor and his name then was Jules Alpherese. This *
surprising faculty developed in him at the age of
four years. ' " |
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‘ {1) A case is related of a child at Simala {In dia
~who remenibc:red that he was assassinated in the
“.year 1814, His name (in his previous life) was M
- Tucker, and he was Superintendent of the Council
""_'j:Thc child recalled even small incidents of that life
' and, taken to the place “where the assassinatie
- pecurred, was terror-stricken..
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{3} The farhous Roman Cathohc French writer
'Lamartine described in his Voyage in the Orlent.
his distinct reminiscencs of a far past. He says:
had in Judea no Bible or chart in hand. There was
no person to give me thé antiq'uc name of the vall
and mountains. Nevertheless, Iat once recognis :
the Valley and the Battlefield of Saul |- When'
reached the cqnvem.;, the Fathers confirmed wi :
exactitude my previsions.., With the exception
. the Valley of Lebanon, 1saw scarcely any spot whi
was not for me like a memory. Finally, careless
~ what even his Roman Catholic brethren or
Fathers might say, he put himself down on rco
in these words: "Have we. lived two lives, or
thousand? [s not our memeory but'.a'!arnish :

* image that the breath of God revives?"!
(1. From Ceylon lectures (1921) by Dr, Evans-Wen

() empetncodgpicar §esmosadensd pEaod

_ cq‘aoep C\)cmbé':oé ‘meg, aﬁé-mégé c's]c@oé:
: op aae@t'ﬁcow :Rsﬁ 23303 co006a0 20305200 »

| aa@q_p :03 cofaodyp: e E)qsc[:ooc :)ocnqsq: €: Gudl

eclassic.com

BgycSog} ygomon re

oD@ i ﬁc@?@wé@ 'rmlguﬁ cepareon made cond

Do 2ogroySierapteopd: e epdoopdeargioops: ud
somné[mpgjcodigpiac co:oéqp 180 GgeuE: 3;9,:_5&”3
% ogSam: g poopd: ofs foleavseogd: eomt
oot q)jE98:5¢ caoomue[:[:cn% RO gdgé: yooeaaa‘éu
aqduné Bovgiempdiad eqpodeornms! mrtd mni:
s . s de (Borlm(atyp: wéméa(mnt:n3
wodzmy saooé@co-[:sﬁ " mn%:ﬁﬁq?léqé 9'0}(\15
idei godaiopd 9903009 Sean sqepurg gdeecna
' eosndodl
G405 :\?m'i Jegmaiaioos emfﬁqp 36
:cyS@ sqp: 0pSad coud(nepdo’d mecosgeomsd o,
2a{rod:o3 afeacyqpifes-goSondioné cdasl :\)éu
“71460%0025 290887 3Juwod Moodsaat cpdeaenT)
2180038 9oSonadaopd mcq:écga:?@g%:éoée*m@?lﬁ |
0307 9038y Beadpoadad oyepioata mac0d
s5.07-{0& copdong1600005 c0§:e0§10000ma005 wLYOSL)
oo’ “
[531050)0-:33; (8)o0c:{056) e a%?lmoﬁoqma[:mgqu—amo] .
" To those who are willing to accept Truth wher-

=ver Trjuth'is found, these words of a great Romav
Catholic author would be of profound interest. .
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These are some of the salient features in the
Buddha $ teachings, mary of which ar now being
confirmed from time to time by the researches of
independent thinkers in the West. The Buddha
makes no appeal to emotion.. His appeal is fo man®

For, while today mathemahcs and the con-
| trolled experiments are used, the Buddha resorted
10 the expedienit of similes and metaphors to b'ring
home the truths He propounded to. His hearers.
That-is the only difference hetween ‘conditions
| obtaining 2,500 years ago and now.
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The seeker after Truth would note, howes
that in de_aiing with great problems of birth, life 28
death, the Buddhéfs methods and approach I
been different to thloselp_mvéﬂitrlg in our own i
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For instance, the Buddhist view of mind and
matter— phenomena—is that they are all iltusions,
not real.’ Numerous are the instances wherein the
' Buddha draws attention to this. Maya is what He
‘called the ﬂluéoxy nature of material phenomena. .-
 Whether man or beast, angel or devil, from the
atom to the stars in the heavens, everything is
governed by the law of "Dependent Origination’ — |
Pat;icca—Samuppﬁda When the conditions or.causes
cease, the object, too, ceases. Bul the spher of
!v(ﬁya—-—[llusiondis one of 'relative rea.ljty that is to
'say, a t.hing is real on'its own level but not real in :
any absolute sense, '
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Chapter Vi -
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- Buddhism and Science
rgomangt Bgop

'The Truth-is the same in any age, even If the
methods leading to its understanding vaty. And.
when we consider the evidence in the light of ma
dern science, we shall find that the results achieved

" have been the saime.
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_ For examnple, to the éonsciousness functioning
on the same level, a solid is a solid exactly as it
appears to us, but to the consciousness functioning
*‘on a different level, or on a different vibrational
frequency, the solid would appear in a different way.
It would be, as physics tells us it is, a collection of
atomic particles i continual movement, held to-
gether by the electronic laws of attraction and
repulsion, and so forth.
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Anothl.t'r easily understandable example would
that of light. For. while we say there is light, .
re are beirigs who see ‘darkness where we, hu-
s, see light. Such beings are the owls. Hence, ,
2 word, from the Buddhist point of view the-
terial world is one of illusion. ‘
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And, it is this fundamental fact that the Buddha
$ 80 hard to drive into the minds of His fol-
s. Unless this basie fact of all phen'emena is
gnized and realized by the Seeker, he remains
0 the wheel of life, ‘and can make no progress

path to Liberation.
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For his ignorance leads him to believe |
there -is form and substance when in reality the
. {s not. And'his ignorance binds him to the processe
. of cause and effect, and his mind continues to e
like a prisoner canfmed within his own. falsc
structions. He cannot get outside the orbit of
own lJ,rrﬂLations and so cannot see the process
its’ entirety or understa.nd his own” naztme
is, Lherefo;'e no end to suﬂ'ering for one
victim to such Delusion (Mohal. To winr one's lib -
tion, there must be realization that relative e
cepts are unreal,. because they are rclati‘ve
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In fact, ng‘pgriﬁaen'_ts hdve revealed that the
ple mass of the electron was'due to its electrical

ge. This also proved conclusively that matter
B devoid of a material substratum and paved the
g for the making of the atom bomb which became
05 ibﬂity once it was proved that matter was -
gy pure and simple. On the’authority of science,
efore, we have to look upen the whole material
id as an illusion in which encrgy masquerades
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The turning point in the scientific workt came

fhen the atomn was analysed, and it was found to
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" Indeed, the Buddha's views on pheno
are thus confinmed today by westemn science.
whatever our senses rnély say, the picture prese
to us through physics of the phenomenal world

_ that there is na solidity form or substance to
seen anywhere in the universe, but mere
collocation of forces in a perpetual state of flue
momentary 'arising and passing away'.
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bsolve into energy — a process of transmutation

om one form of radiation te another a continual

le of 'arising and passing away' of electronic
icles.

According‘to physics, then, solids are nothing '
pore- than events in the continuum of space and
me, and matterial objects, are mainly space. Solid
elf is merely a convention of speech based on the
'_ eptive data provided by the senses and has no
Esis in -rca']Jt.y. From the electrons therefore to
Be stars in their heavenly courses there is nothing
B2t is not in motion. Immobility is only in appear-
nce. :
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e Fgdmaondypmeu] :aas) ohaadeonaas
L C{: J % = get outside 1t as it wEre, and view phenomena

objectively, because he, t0o0, is a part of this whole
iltusory fabrication. In other words, the whole
suhject object relationship is ‘now, bmught into
question.-
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Thus we see, that in its own way science
helped the: Buddhist cause, because the processt

-universal flux and its inherent substancelessn
of matter.are fundamentals of Buddhism. But

" process of universal flux ahd inherent substan
lessness of matter have greater implications

we at first suspected
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' " Our conclusion then 1s that the phenomena.

world is unreal, thoug_h onr our preseqt levels of
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§ themselves part of the causal process. - Man cannot
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consclousness, receiving deceptive'data, through th
- five bases or sense-organs, we are ied to believe
" that it is real. In fact it is this unreal mind which
is itself part of the {llusory phehomenal world, that
mak&s us believe in a non-cxister}t soul-or ‘atma’
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The modern scientific view of the matenal world
is thus in harmony with that of the Buddha.
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How this happens is explaincd by the Buddha
by reference to a ball of fire, which, when whirled
rapidly, cam, fora tlme create the iilusion of a ctrcle.
From which we see that motion can create the
illusion of rest under certain circumstanc:es and for
acertain time. Thereiore, everything in the Universe
is Maya— Illut:lon-— a set of relatlons, nothmg morel
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Kant had actually suspected the subjectivity
of space a.nd time. but 50 years ago scientists agreed
Ehat‘ space and time were independent realities. But
EBinstein had now finally revolutionised the minds -
scientific men by propounding his famous Theory
Relativity. :
And as-if to add to the discomfiture of the
eists, latedn 1949, Einstein put forward his most
enf theory— the Unified Theory, which ‘eneccm-
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the tiny, terrible field mszdc the atom.'
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In the light of this enlightening theory regard-
ing the two primordial forces, as a commentator puts
it, 'the whole complex of the universe — the macmwo-
cosmos and the microcosmos will resolve into a

. homogeneous fabrie in which matter and enemgy are

indistinguishable and all forms of motion from the
slow-wheeling of the galaxies to the wild 7 it of
electrons become simply changes in the structure
and concentration of thé primordiai fields’. _
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' Here. ‘then, is beautiful explanation f the
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puzzhing haimony of the Cosmos without ecourse
to a mysterious unknown—God. The Buddha en-
compassed both gravitational and electro-mag-
netism in His Doctrine of Anicca—Transiency.
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There is also ample proof that the' com!la_ﬂes,

which sprng up as a. result of Einstein's revplu-
tionary outlook have all been anticipated by the
Buddha. for, the whole universe, as we have seen
|isMayd. After all, we identify an object by its coloux
smell, taste, and so on, but these exist only in our
minds and 'can no more be.ascribed to the exter-
nal object than can the tickling or pain caused
sometimes by touching such an object’.
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“Thus scientists and philosophers are now
agreed that the whole universe is a.corgsthlction of
the mind and exists only in the mind as an edifice
of conventignal symbols shaped by the senses of
man. - . o
Hence, if we could see 'things as they really
are’, the world may appear in an entirely different
hue or even as one vast void. |

‘By mind the world is led, by mind is drawn;

And all men own the sovereignty of mind'.
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! From time to time in His discourses, the
Buddha has compared the world to foam, a bubblc

ortoa mirage The unsubstantia.lity ‘of matter Is .

specifically referred to m the Sutta Nipata ~
'As void one should look upon the world
O MogharZja, being ever mindful;
.. When he has destroyed the theory of self,
Then will he overcome death’.
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Now Einstein has also said that matter and
mind must arise together or not at ali; that, in other
words, there is simultaneous genesis of matter and
mind. The question Lhen arises, 'Who created these
two tilusions? '« The answer obvmusly Is that they
created each other for no other reason, tha,n that
no sane person would attempt to create an illusion
and confer his 1rnprlrnatur on it as perfect truth
having the basis of Self.
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And.'Einstcin says, 1 dannot conceive of an

Almighty Crelatpr who punishes and rewards the °

- objects of his own creation.
omnipotent fairness'.
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The Buddha explained the strange Ipheno'me-
non of ‘self-creation’ by referring to twao sticks
neither of which can be made to stand upright by
itself, but both of which can be made to do so if”
they are rnade to support each ot.her
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The fact, however, that théy must arise together
r not at all, also makes them inseparable twins.
ich in tum, point to a commeon source. Henri
gson has shown what that source is. For, he
as explained at. some length that mind is a
rondensation from consciousness. He'has also satd
at onice Consciousness is present, matter can be
duced from it. In other words, Consciousness
es rise.to mind and matter, And, that precisely
what the Buddha has said! 'Consciousness
infiana) gives rise to mind (Nama) and matter
tpa). Now, how would we explan this? .
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. Accordmg te the Buddhist law of Depend
.. Origination {Papccasamuppada) Mind {(ox -p&
stands only for the three mental groupé' viz. feeling :
. perception, mental-formations. Consmousness :
singled out, in order to show that all menta.l
.physical life of beings is depcnclent onit. Ino
.vords this means that without Consciousness (
. awareness} there can ,not’be, menta,l or physi
phenomena, while at the same tirne for ther to
vonsciousness, there must also be mental and p '
;ical phenomena
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Hence any state of Consciousness (01: aware-
ness), can arise Dnly along with its concoinftant
Mental phenomena, such as feeung. etc.,by way of
‘'Co-nascence', or, simultaneous arising (Sahafata-
'paccaya). - Because Consciousness (or awareness}
cannot arise and extst without feeling, and feeling
cannot arise and exist Wit.hout consclousness {or,
awareness) of it. :

ofooelentiafeEnt wnfpbyel eémezm{mm% |
s&iah ogéoom[:om So0:g 6005 #o6{sBadsd manonny
:mcwc mogoorg[:m[:c Rewycs mdfésadfadeolfad: |

(oo vgw) opean adointialin [edeulangsaln

30019 02003 soonadmdedey € @a§aSg {8a5) veuleolod
3¢ 00358861 sy oﬁaécﬁ Bear 300§38¢ (8c5) o -
apeopS: dentgelsbecl§civonpS§REy] n{BoSsg ow0roS0’
g s o oGS sy fBors)

"It is therefore true to say that through Con-
sciousness (or, awa:ganesé) mental and physizal -
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phenomena are conditioned, while on the othe ﬁ@é‘j 39:533‘55{(805) @5®T0;é§rmmé§§m£@5-
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I,‘iP “‘19&!:“&”6@0 OOE 0 _ We now come to the ne:q;t, pnpposltion r_na;le by ..
‘Hence, with' the arising or presence of Con Bergson, namely, that once Consciousness:is
sclousness (o1, awareness). there is mental

. . present, Matter (or Ruipa) can be deduced from it.
. physical phenomena by way of 'Co-nascence’,

o get 4 clearer understanding of this let us study
simultaneous arising (Sahajata-paccaya). This,

\ one of the states of Consciousness—eye-conscigus®
Bergsonhas explained at'some length, means th@ness, for example, We then find that when for the
'mind is a condensation from Consciousness’,

: arst time at birth, the visual organ, the eye, begins
‘Mind {nama) as we have seen, means the ;

__ to function, at that very first moment, of the arising
mental groups, viz. feeling, perception. mental-forg ¢ eyc~,%:onsciousn‘e_ss. there is co-arising or simul-
mations.  And, for these to arise there must B,y arising (Sahajata-paccaya) of the sensitive
isual organ. For, as long as the sensitive organ of |
the eye does not yet exist, so long cye-cbnscioushéss

aware} of them.

Consciousness. Hence, if Consciousness is educe
to a smaller circuit or circle, we get mind.
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ysica.l phenomena, as tHe s-ens:trve ogan of the
e may be present without eye-consciousness.
vhen, for example, another sénse-ongan like the sac.
S functioning- Hence, during life. conscipusness
oIS merely a prop and Support for the upkesp ai
e’body. Tn as much as the feeling of hunger is a
tondition for the feeding and upkeep of this abeady
arisen body s0, too, by its later- -arising, Consclous-
ss 15 a condition and support to this already arisen '
body. For, if Consciousness would arise no moe,
the physica.l organs would gradually cease their.
fnctioning, lose theix faculties and the body would

tioes not arise.  Hence, if eye-consciousness is
- present, the sens:tive organ of the cye has also
arisen.
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- . A -further explanation here, however, would
not be vut of place. During life ther is a differerice.
For, during life, Consciousness is a later-arising
condition dependent on the already arisen (Ripah
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We have, however; not.discusse ’ iuother
important question that arises, namely, that mental -
phenomena, such as feeling, perception, and so on,
' cannot arise without physical bases; or sense-
organs. How, then do the sense-oxgans arise? -
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According to Buddhism, the four characters-
tics of matter, viz. cohesion, extension heat and -
motion, are to any one of the five bases or sense-
organs, at the very moment of their first coming into |
existence, a condition by way of simultaneous-
 arising (Sahafata-paccaya); during life these four
physical characteristics are to the five bases, or
sense-organs, a condition by way of Foundation

3970971000 @3oaegn
' From which we seé that for Consclousness
" arise there must be the 'Co~nascer1ce or, sirnuk
taneous arising of feeling, perception, etc., beca
Consciousness and all its mental concomitants
inseparable, bound up together, and mutu
dependent upon one another. And, as long as th
mutually support and depend on each othel;
body being fed through the sense- orga.ns continue
to live.
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(Nissaya), on which the sense-organs are entiref)}
dependent. P\;rthérmore, the physical phenomenon
Vitality', or, riipa-jivitindriyo is a necessary con-
dition by way of its 'presence’ for the ar-iéing of the
five bases, or sense-organs. o - -
in other words, for he five Bases, or sense-
organs to exist.there must be Physical life which
depends on 'Vitality', without which the five Bases '
or sense-organs, could ndt arise and exist. The five
éensg-organs can also exist only. as long as they. get
. their necessary nutriment-(ghara) through the
~ presence of physical phenomena.! . o
{L. condensed from Word of the Buddha by Nyanatiloka)
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] Buddhism thus proves conclusively what Berg- -
son perhaps merely surmised, namely, that 'once
Consciousness' is present, atter can be deduced
from it". ' \
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Thus, we see, that both modern science and
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philosophy have arrived at the stage where Con-
sciousness gives rise to mind (Nzma) and matter

(Riipa). But the Buddha goes further, to the root of
" the matter, and in explaining the Law of Dependent
Oxiglnation—Paﬁcca—Samuppﬁdé—showé how Con-
sclousness {Wﬁﬁﬁna} is erived from Sankh@ras
(Kamma-formations), ana how Sarikhzras (Kamma-
. fermations) arise from Ignorance (Avifja). '
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What applies to mind and matter must also
apply to object and cbserver. But, matter and mind,
“we knpow, are unreal, Hence, object and the observer
are both unreal because they have no separate exis-
tence. The correct view of the world then is that

Bgpudopd ggoman o JR

the world itsell is real enough, but is only a set of

relations. These relations are the building blocks

of the universe, and are explained in detail in
Patthana (the last of Lhe great works on the Abhi-
Dhamma—Buddhist Psychology).
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The Law .of Dependent Originaljon {Pa{icca-
Samuppidda) arose from the Orlent, and was the
fruit of long struggle, experience and research
carried out by the Bodhisattva (i.e., Aspirant te
Bodhi or Enlightenment), ‘as he struggled fitan
existence to existence seeking Perfecltion. 'a His

-
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final birth He allalned Full Enlighteriment and
became a Sammia-Sambuddha. That was 2,500
years.ago. The Doclrine was firs: preached to only
five persons, who were at one lime His ersiwhile
companions and, Ilaler'on'. after their conversion
by Himn, became His first-disciples. Today there
are over 500,000,000 disciples comprismg Lhe
Buddhist world.
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This great Dootrine now appears to find an
almost parallel in the West, in the Theory of Relattvity
and the Unified Field Theory propounded byEinstein
in 1949, Thus Einstein becomes orie of the greatesl -
-sclentlsts of our tirne even though he has not

comp]etely solved the whole problem of manifest
exlstence
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For inst'-ance, when the mind registers an impression
which seems to say that we a.te-seeing an ebject.
cen'we be sure that what we'sée is indeed an object?
Or, that we are seeing something that has even a
close resemblance to what we think we see?
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‘Chapter Vil
m0$: () o |
Buddhism Solves the Riddle of Life
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IN the foregomg chapter we have seen probably
the limits to which: westem science, can go in its -
examination of phenomena it appears to have come
to rock bottom in its analysis of physi(:a.l ,pheno-
mena. For, while theories are prop_ounde_d and even
held to be true, western men of science are unable
to tell us how we are to find out whether what th
propound is true. For, man and his mind, as W&
have seen, are also part of the phenomenal process
And; any attempt he makes with his. presem mind.
to examine phenomena. would be as if he wer trying
to look at that with whichi he is himself identifi
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Science can give no assurance herein. But §
Buddhism can meet the Atomic Cﬁa.llenge, because
the supramundane knowledge of Buddhism begl
where science leaves off. And this is clear enough
to.anyone who has made a study of Buddhism. For
through Buddhist Meditation, the atomic consti- '
. luents ma.ldng up matter have been seen and fel
~and the sorrow, o1 unsatisfactoriness (o, Dukkhal.
- of their ‘arising and pas,sing away" (dependent on
'causes.) has made itself known to the mind whick
"has stopped identifying itself with what we call @
'soul’ or Atma’ — the: illusion of SakKayaditthi, it &

called in the Buddha s teaching.
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If through Buddhist Meditation the process of
rising and passing-away' of the alomic constituents '
matter have been seen, even'so long ago as 2,500
s ago, it must now bé.clear that the Buddha
amma is based ﬁpon the direct-'percep’iion of
timate Truth; and it is' ohly'natura_l that the'
scoveries of sclence can meyely conﬁrrn 1t as they
e doing today Lo '
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When we ourselves develop such a mind.
ecognising the fleeting nature of phenomenal
=xistence in the realms of Being-and Becoming. there
will arise in our minds a feeling of Repulsion—

Now, what is ihe solution to the problem . of

manifest emstence and how are we fo discover the! ‘
TruLh ourselves and see things as they truly ame Nibbidd—for such continued manifestation. And

face to face, as il were? The Buddha, int His greal the Buddha says the development of such a mind is
compassion, asks us to develop a transcendenta possible in every way.

mind: (hat is to say, a mind which is outside
causal process. And then, He says, we tog would
be able to view the whole umverse obj ectively, f Of
outside as it werel -
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For there are already three types of beings
nOwWI to Buddhists who have developed such a
gnd: thesé are, a Samma-Sambuddha (i.e.; a Ful]y-
inlightened Being like our Buddha Himself), a
2cceka Buddha {i.e., a Silent Buddhal, an Arahat
e., one.who has realized the Doctrine himself
hrough the aid of a Buddha's teaching). . .
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"There is, O Bhikkhus. an Unbom (8g=t=) Un-
originated (Abhuita)., Unmade (Akatal and Nom-
conditioned {Asankhata). -If O Bhikkinzs, S wece
not this Unborn, Unoriginated, Unmeade ami Nos-
conditioned, an escape from the borm. comet=d
made and condltioned would not be possibiis hee :
As there is, O Bhikkhus, an Unbom, Unongmsstes
Unmade. and Non-corditioned, an escape frem the
born, originated, made, conditioned is possible®

o [i Ven, Narada. The Buddha Dhemms
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" That such a state of mind cin be attained
the teaching of the Supreme Buddha. In HlS
pensaﬁon that state of Supramundane Cbnsciou
ness which is-outside the realms of causal processﬁ_
is called N:bbana In the It:vuttaka the. Budd
referring to Nibbifia as the Goa.l of ultimate. hum
underst:anding and. striving. outside - all cau
 states free and unfettered; saysi—
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The being who has attained to such a state of

‘Mind can live on, viewing phenomena objectively.

And, usually he does so for the good and welfare of
other beings. In time, when the force of energy
that propelled hHim onfo that final state of human
existence is ultimately exhausted, he dies to that
But, unlike his earlter inc:arnat.lons "he is
now not re-born onto any of the several planes of
cognition, as ‘Craving which gives rise to further
manifestation, has been filjm]y rooted out. For,
when all Craving ceases, the laws of ‘attraction. and
rgpulsion that give rise to a new being through the
grasping of a new germ, are no longer set in motion.
Nothlng however, is a.nnj.hllated in the process. But,
what we have.gll the time been conventionally calling
'bémg' does not arise again v
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Sir Edwin Amold, describing that final cessa-,
tion from the recurring cycles of birth and g:lg.ath
says in his Light of Asta: '

If any teach Nibbana is to cease,

Say unto such they lie;

. If any teach Nibbana is to live,

: Say unto such they err. -
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The continuity alone is broken. ‘For, the four
characteristics of matter— cohesion, extension,
heat and motion— do not come togetherto provide

a foundation (Nissaya) for futurs manifestation..

f These ‘must always cd exist (even if one predo-
‘minates over the others) to provide a foundation for
phenomenal manifestalion. They cannot exist
separately, according to Buddhism. That ultimate
state where there is no phenomenal manifestation,
also called Pari-Nibbana,. is attained sat death, only
- by one who has previously reached the state of
Nibbana (Non-Ciaving).
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' Now, it will be in'tr_:rest.ing to ask ourselves
whether such a state, W“lerﬁ thereis neither annthi-
lation: on the one hand, nor existence on the other
yet a 'state’, in contra—distlnct.ion to a.ny known

' physical {mundane) form, s, in any ‘way, possible

of attainment? Sceptics may perhaps say thatitis

_merely a theory-an ernpty dream-and, to such the

story we have narrated earlier concerning the silly
ﬂsh and the turtle might well apply '
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Looking at the prospects before us, however, in
the light of modem atomic discoveries, we find that
Nibbdna is, indeed, the only real state. For, Nibbana
. involves the absence of cohesion, extension, heat
and motion. And, interpreting temperatures as the
intensity of thermaj motion, scientists too have been
led to conclude that there should be such a ‘state’
~at-a Jowest possible— 'the absolute zer' lemperature
" where molecular motion is said to stop entirely.
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Using thermo-dynamics for our arguments too
we can come to a similar conclusion. at leastiin
theory, and postulate that under &Main cens

‘'stances, motion stops entirely. That is the B

point too. Hence, scientiﬁcally—spﬁkigaﬁ

eciuiva]e-nt to Nibbana is in every way possitie "
attainment. For, if one characteristic of mattes ssw .

. motion, is absent, the others too cannot exist. Bes

the western approach to the problem does not g
beyond the réalm of theory, and is only hypotheti-

< cal—does not 'deliver the goods And, at best; for

all practical purposes mere]y leads to the appear-
ance of the constituents of matter indifferent forms.

‘A clear illustration of this being found in respect of

certain substances, which at high boiling points,
turn into gases and tend towards unnmjtcd expan-
sion, which mlght reach«—even inﬂnity
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Matter does not disappear altogether In fact,

if it did, we would all disappear from the scene and-

the measuring instruments oo, and there would
be none to watch the proceedings and live to tell the
tale. Indeed, violence will have been done to the
Jaws of Science whcrcby maiter can neither be

created nor destroyed. Without pursuing such fan-,

tastical ideas to their logical conclusions let us
revert to the subject under discussion.

For one:

oo =

cannot work .against physical laws and the western
approach is doomed to failure from the start.
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However we know that the constitucnts of
matter provide a base or foundation (Nissaya) for
phenomenal manifestation. Many religious systzins
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have evolved high-sounding theories, beginning with
faith in God' and ending there too. But none have-

told us how to remove the foundation—how to stop

.the process of Becoming. For, they have not realized -

that ‘fait_h in God', beautiful though it is, is no per-
manent remedy for the evil existence, for the roots

of the evil lie deeper.
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The child may find security in its mother’'s
Even so, the

arms and be perfectly happy there.

R

ld-mind may take refuge in the bosom of deities
d find comfort therein. But does the child know
ught of its mother's sorrows and difficulties?
ardly, for she moves in a world that the child can-
t understand. Does the child-mind know aught
the sorrows and difficulties deities have to content
th in managing,, so to speak, their little ‘worlds'?
ardly, for they move in worlds that the undeve-
¢d mind cannot comprehend. -
Hence, if we are to find the ‘peace that passeth
il understanding, . as adults' ameng ‘religionists,
must find a Way to stop birth which is the ;irglu‘de
old-age, diseasé and death: the foundation upon
ich phenomenal manifestation is built must be
oved.
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Only- then, would we be able to s;’:ly:' '

O house-builder! (Le., Craving) you are see;
You shall build no house again.

All your rafters (ie., passmns} are broken,

Your ridge-pole (i.e., Ignorance) is shatt

'. The Uncondmoned has been attained.
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To this day scientists are, as we have seen,

groping in the’ dark—unable to help us attain to thc

Unconditioned state,
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Buddhism alone éay's the feat can be performed.
he riddle of Existence can be solved. Birth can be
opped, —not by destroying matter universally, but
stopping the constituents 'of matter coming

ether to provide a foundation for what we cail

phenomenal manifestation. ' This is accomplished
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by stopping motion, not as scientists are trying to
do, from outside the atom or molecule, but from

inside,—from within, so to speak! It is ‘a-splitting

of the atom in the Metaphysical sense. Fog when
motion stops entirely, matter ceases to exist. That

_is the Buddhist view. And, no phenomenal mani-
festation Is possible (as this depends on the consti-

tuents of matter 1h some from or other).
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However, as we have seen. in keeping with the
development of knewledge in His time. the Buddha
did not use the scientific jaigon of today. He 2x-
plained His doctrines in different ways—mainly i
relation to the law’ of Kamma (i.e., Action) which
operates through the force of Craving. He proved
how true they were on the anvil of realization.

For, said the Buddha, where there is Craving
there will élways be burning (heat) and a tendency
to expand and to grasp, and so, as we understand
the problem, the laws of 'attraction and repulsion’
twhich beget motion) will begin to function bringing
together the molecules in varying corilbinations.l
which. as of yore, are referred to even today, as
shenomenal manifestation, — the melease of such
orce being directed onto the several plahes of cog-
aition like a spinning top that is wafted hither and
hither, not through the propulsion of an Extemal
\gcncy, or God. as some imagine, but by its own
dnetic energy generated through Craving for plea-
sares now here, now there, on the vast ocean of
samsira. - '
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Here then is a scientific explanation to the per-
petual cycle of birth and death,— this unceasing
revolution. For, where there is motion, there will
always be the other charactetistics of matter to
provide a foundation for Consciousness, which in
its ultimate expansion through 'heat’ generated at
one~pointedness of mind, may through its intensity
S _ reach——evcn infinity, in much the same manner that
goeoilmogimoy: Bedesd ghindgabier §oell some types of nuclear enemy produced thrcugh,
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33%{) g '30‘]‘2 GUCC 09?“% C%{JTG@@S I 0§3$ 990030’{"[&55 | electric bulb for so long a time as 13,000,000 years.
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For, as we have said earlie. human or other
physical forms are merely the vessels or receptacles
(like bulbs) that hold the energy generated through
various forms of Craving. Accordingly, we {ind the
life-span in certain celestial worlds extending fiom
9,000,000 years to acons of time—which, on the
same analogy, do not seem to be 1mpossible .
attainment, These are the 'divine' states that
mislead some of us into bglievm_g in ‘Eternal’
heavens,—Etemity! )
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This 'going’ higher and higher into 'divine’ or
celestial regions, on the analogy of atoms may be
likened to the behaviour of certain elections that
do big ‘jumps' under certain circumstances and
find a way deeper and deeper into the interior of the
atom, emitting as they speed along bright rays of
hght in varigus forms of radiation from the surplus
energy. that has been let loose. o

edeomné:mnéoigmy BEowadEd [odwwad
@0503205 @éo‘)(ﬁags:@é':ﬁ:aé Q}Aﬁ?@"qp:-eomﬁafﬂé:@ '
QQE 20g],6003 defsIes -aquLc:\jd agcoogoo‘a@qp:
oo o sl oG] ol acgs
BE:3 q.mmcomqmcsmc cqamﬂoao 30 clé o?eﬁ ogé
(83> eg o105 somonbuE000 Fcué: cs‘pé[:egqp et
[805 mogeodrefifst godoqod(maopdas sol opetiicgod
Qo5cdmoopd géimimde cepé@éogoﬁc\}s@é: L

For, we are told that certain highly placed
'divine' beings-(i.e., Brahimas} who are reborn or
jump’, so to speak, into such exalted states thmugh
development of Meditation, radiate strong rays of
light which are-too powerful for ordinary bzings to
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behold. Similarly, in the lower 'divine' states of
godlings {i.e., Devas} wherein meditation has not
been deveioped to'a high degree of potency, the rays
of light emitted are not so bright and the beings
themselves can be seen under certain conditions.

RS BrisSquupden e oo iSpl BE

Bobopap:’ ([Bugoap:) 205 220409+ qpdooepro aff
Seoghimend it oot s Bieosd
) 920%(38(5¢: Beunos-puense{yg ‘ﬁcﬁ{ﬁ@é:@ﬁm
53] Mggeorndueanmard: é(péqp 0% cg0S000S§E[m

20p8n-orfjanco:eapéofoopd mwogh goronn{iBios C:aoljé S

u§ po 103, eﬁ[jégc[:cﬂ "

@oonoput-Jgmané s :oé [:SCGSG:W:: :nc@qp
(cﬂ]qogqp (az04p:) § mogogqorseps 0eo8meod [:c
prorates uogcmc%c:[:mezzaogm muSeaptadudol gpiaop |
agoecmc':%oc\;cq;n & E:0903 g, corm malgmiegqp: (e ec -
60Q, gcm@n o :

This difference too can be understood on the
same analogy, for we are told that when the ‘jump'
of electrons is small into.what may be likened to the
atomic 'suburb', the.energy let loose not being so
powerful, the radiation appears in the forn of '\rise%ble
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light', — thus establishing a relationship, as it were,
between the microcosm and the macrocosm!
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, Here then is perhaps a s¢ientific cxplanation to
the dazzling spectacle which, we are told, accom- '
panies the appearance arnong human beings of
certain highly placed celestial beings, as ecorded
in the Scriptures of almost every Creed.
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of humanity may reach such points—of 'Cosmic
Consciousness', they are called,—it does not lead
to the ‘Boundless Security’ associated with Nibifana.

For, the process of creation, of reproduction, goes

on indefinitely.
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Relativcly—si)ea}dng'. we will not be a whit further
than we were at the outset of our endeavours: we
will still be where we were before. For, to the
Budd‘hist‘, desire in all its aspects, whether hurmnan
or divine, cannot but be productive of Suffering. The
process of Becoming is still kept going, ever and
anon, owing to Wrong Effort.
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Here, then, on the analogy of the comtrolled
experlment. where different substances, as condi-
tions change, sometimes appear as solids. liquids
and gases, we also see how sentient 'beings' have
the inherent capacity to appear in varying forms of
manifestatnon for va.rymg pcriods of time. o

'I‘hat also explains the fundamenta.l difference
between the Buddha's teachings and all other

religious systems, which for their Goal seek expan-

sion arid 'absorption in an universal Paramatma'.
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The ultimate aim of the Buddha's doctrines is
not to lead humanity to such 'divine’ states. Bud-
dhism seeks to prevent the constituents of matter
coming together to 'pi-ovide a foundation for. pheno-
menal manifestation. - This is accomplished, not
merely in theory, by seeking to destroy or 'squeeze-

out’ matter, in any way, as western sclentists are-

striving so hard to achieve at high and low tempera-
tures in their laboratories and with their test-tubes,

but tn a p'raqtical way.
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The Unconditioned is attained thmugh lijght-
Effort. For, through Right-Effort which dépends
on Right Views (which are Steps along the Noble
Eightfold Path}, when the force of Cra'ving that leads
to grasping and continued manifestation and
(formerly] set the laws of ‘attraction and repulsion’
in motion towards states of expanding Conscious- -
ness, is neutralised, no new 'being’ arises: the two

forces "interlock’, as it were! No offence is done to

the laws of Science Nothing i3 destmyed Nibb3na
remains, '
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The failure of sciéntists to prmdae such a Way
to Freedom is mainly due to their being immersed
in materialistic theories: this equally applies to other
religionists. Thus the Buddha alone among Gods

and Men, in bestowing upon mankind the knowledge

of how to withdraw from between the pincers of Good
and Evil, of God and Devil, of Criss and Cross, and
attain to the Unconditioned .without ‘offending
- physical laws, becomes the Physician‘-cum-Sclentiét
 panexcellence of all time! Indeed, on reason alone,
we should imagine there is a way.
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Pregnant with meamng theretore are I-hs words
s recorded in the Samyutta leaya -

‘When in deed, silent Hours of thOught
"To the Truth the ho]y sage attains:
Then is he free from joy and pain,
From the form and the formless:
.Where water, earth, heat, air no fo«:)t:m;,r found.
" There burnsvto thtmg stars, ‘
nor shjnes the sun,- -
the moon sheds not her radiant beans,
But the home of darknle‘s‘s is not thers"
[Kindred Sayingsl.
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Unless we,'too, deVelop a transccndental mind,
thercfore (i. e ‘the mind of a Samma—Sa.mbuddha
Pacceka- -Buddha or Arahat), we shall, owing to
Delusion {Avijjd}, continue our evolufionary pursuits
dilled -with craving for sensual and sensuous
pleasures; and, as a natural result, we shall live

C

but to suffer, entangling ourselves more and more

in the process of Becoming.- v
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“The Buddha Dhamma prowdes us with'a way
of attaining tf}at,s_tate of Nibbanic freedom from .
rrow, whence we, like the Buddha and His Ara-
hats, need nevér emerg'c a'gain For, 'tlirough Bud-
hist' Meditation, recognizing first, the Four Noble
ruths na.mely (1) The Noble Truth of. Suffering,
) The Noble ’TTuth of the Cause of Suffering,
} The Noble Truth of the Cessation of Suffering,
d {4) The Noble Truth of the Path leading to the
essation of Suffering, we gradually enter upon the
oble Eightf old Path, and are progressively brou ght
om Illusoriness te Reality.
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‘ Thus, the wisé nan renouhces- evolutimuﬁy
_ progress centring all his efforls upon withdrawing
rom the evolutionary currents in which all beings
are swept onward. And, when Delusion [Aw_lja] has
dlS’lppEc‘-Lred and Wisdom has:arisen, he heaps up
neither meritorious nor demeritorious, nor
imperiurbable Kamma-formations.
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"Thus, through training and discipline, there is
the entire fading away and eumctmn of this
Delusion (Avijjal, and through the entire fadmg away
and extinclion of this Delusion. are extinguished

the Kamma-formations. Through the extinclion of

the Kamma-formations. "Conscicusness” {re-birth)

Through the extinction of Con-
sciousness the "Mental and Physical Existence” is
extinguished. Thmugh the extinction of the Mental
and Physical Existence. the Six "Sense Omans” are
extmgu;shed ThrOugh the existinction of the Six
Sense+ Organs ""Sengorial Irnpréssnons are extin-
guished'. “Through the extinction .Qf Sengorial Im-
pressic{n‘-.”Fgeiing" is cxl:l'inguiéhed‘ . Though the
extinction of Feeling, "Craving" 15 extinghished,
Through the‘lexltinr:tion of 'cran\ng. "-Cliné,ing" is
extinguished. ‘T‘hrohgh the extinction-of Clinging,
is ektingui-slhed.

is extinguished.

the “Process of Becoming”,
Through the extinction of the process of Becorming,
‘Re-birth” is extinguished. Through the extinction
of Re-birth, *Decay and Death. Sorrow, Lamenta:
tion, Pain, Grief and Despair” are exll,inguished.
Thus takes place the extinclion of this whole mass

of Suffering”. : - . o .
' ‘ (1. Ven. Nyanatiloka, Word of the Buddiia.)
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\‘Trul.y'; says thie Buddha, Decasse heings ab-

structed -by delusion {Avijjal. and sosaassd By .

craving (tanh@), now here, now thers, seekeverSusin
delight, therefore does there continualiy comne oS
fresh re- -birth’.

"I proclaint’, says the Buddha. ‘that everytinng
experienced by the senses is sorow. But wtn?
Because one in sorrow craves to be happy. and the
so-called happy one craves Lo be happier still. So
insat.late is worldly happlness
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[From this brief analysis it will be seen that any
attemp’. lo interpret nature in lerms of anfhro- -
_ pomerpi'li.c concepts of our own creation and ima-
- ginalidn is futile, For matler and mind, and, in
facl, everything in the universe, is iilusion—M’éYh——
dependent on a set of relations.  And if malter and
"mind are themselves iltusions, would not the belief
in a Master-Mind as the Unknown Hand behmd all

' phenomena be a Greater Musion? -
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‘\Iot uncaused and casually therefore nor by
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the fiat of some Omnipotent Deity did even(s happen,
painful or otherwise, not as Job and the Psalmist -
taught 'God distributeth sorrows in his anger. For.
CGod is a righteous judge, and Ged is arigry every
day. Events came fmpelled by preceding con-
ditions causes that man could by intelligence and
gooclwnll study and govem suspend or mtensrf)
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Viewed thus, those great teachers of humanity
who have propounded eternal heavens, oﬁmip_c»tent
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deitles and unchanging souls in an everchangmg,
process of flux {which is not the same even for two

. a hallucmation

1

oot

* WWW. burmeseclassm com
' | ofcbor oEicofiyh

consecutive moments), howe\ger well-intentioned
and sincere they might have been, are now seen

not to have been endowed with any deéper insight -

into the real laws of nature than the most ignorant
of their contemporaries, and their 'claim to. be

divinely inspired by God, not: being supported by -

any evidence whatever appears to be no more than
And the whole concept of divine

. revelation’is senously unden-nlned
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Thus while thexstxc ‘creeds are unable to with-
ét'and the onslaughts of Science and are. one by
one disintegrating like badly shuffled packs of cards,
with their unenl:ghtencd adherents precariously
hanging on to the debris, the teachings of the
-Supreme Buddha remain unitouched, and are seen -
to be the dgnly hope in a despairing world that is

" torn with strife' and warfare, and threatened.  even

alt'this very moment, by the forces of irréligion on

- the one hand, and annihilation through atomic

déstrqctio_ﬁ on the other.
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It may, however, be impossible for most of us
to visualise a world o[ relations and we insist on
" looking for'a Creator. In that. case. instead of
scanning the heqvens for a heavenly Creator, should
we not accept the Supreme Buddha's advice and
look nearer home for an answer to the riddle of life?
i we do this, we would soon see that the material
world is, as the Buddha has said, nothing mom than
a construction of the consciousness. - And, it is this
that led Eddinéton to say: "We have found a strange
_ footprint on the shores of the unknown. We have
devised profound theories to account for its origin.
At last' we have reconstructed the creature that

made the footprint; And do! It is our own'
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Men are ‘free to exercise (heir reason with,
regard to all teachings. Hence.- it is to the glory of
the Buduha, that He allows His followers freedom.
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boundiess as the free sky above, which practically
makes every man's own reason, the ultimate stan-
dard of his belief. "In testimony ¢ this are His own
words m,ﬂ'le Kdldma Sutta: 'For this I taught you,
not to believe merely because you have heard; but
when-you believed of your'own consciousness, tl1en
. to act accordingly and abundantly'.
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At the same- time, no one is compel]ed to believe
blindly: no one is coerced. There are no burnings -
at the stake; s no- threats of eternal damnation!
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, 'Long is the night to him who Is awake

- Long 1s the road to him who is weary,;
Long is the Sarnshra to'the foolish,
who know not the Sublime Truth'
' [Dhammapada]_
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The End
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