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Many locomotives were destroyed
by the British Army during their evacuation.
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Although I was in full command
of a brigade when the wars came to an
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TO MY
GPPRESSED FRIEND

O you who were born on the bed of misery, nourished at
the breast of debasement, who played as a child i {he houses
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of tyranny, you who eat your stale bread with sighs and
drink your muddy water mixed with bitter tears.

O soldier ordered by the unjust laws of men to leave
his wife, his small children, his friends, and enter the arena
of death for the sake of ambition, which they call 'necessity.’

O poet who lives as a stranger in his homeland, unknown
among those who know him, who desires only to live on crumbs
and of the vanities of the world asks only ink and paper.

O prisoner thrown into darkness because of a small
offense made a great crime by those who requite evil with
evil, banished by the wise who would establish the right by
means of the wrong.

And you, O unfortunate woman, to whom God has
given beauty, A faithless youth saw it and followed you,
beguiled you, overcame your poverty with gold. When you
submitted to him, he abandoned you. You are like prey trem-
bling in the talons of debasement and wretchedness.

And you, my humble friends, martyrs to the laws of
man, You are wretched, and your wretchedness is the result
of the outrages of mighty, of the injustice of the judge, of the
tyranny of the rich, and of the selfishness of the slave to his
desires.

Do not despair, for beyond the injustices of this world,
beyond matter, beyond the clouds, beyond the aether, be-
yond all things is a power which is all justice, all kindness,
all tenderness, all love,

You are like flowers that grow in the shadow. Soon
gentle breezes will blow and carry your seeds into the light
of the Sun where they will live a life of beauty.

You are like the naked trees weighed down with the
snows of winter. Soon the spring shall come to clothe you
with green and succulent leaves.

Truth shall rend the veil of tears concealing your srailes.
Brethren, [ welcome you and despise your oppressors.
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