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The Publisher's benevolence

r the people of Myanmar and Theravada Buddhists including children and adults,
resent and publish "The Story of Maha Muni image in Mandalay” with enthusiasm
2 colourful illustrations.
cugh | publish the whole book all pages with colour and prepared it as year-long
evement, | distribute the book with price much lower than its actual costs. That is
intention and benevolence, without hoping for any profit and produce it for the
e of the readers to propagate the dispensation of Lord Buddha.
Buddhists used to recite "Buddha Tharthana Siran Teiktahtu" (May the teaching
Lord Buddha be lasted eternally). | publish this book as a Buddhistic missionary
to propagate and to perpetuate the teaching of Lord Buddha.
Maung Myo
Myint Moh Maymay Literatur:
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The famous Maha Muni image in Mandalay, upper Myanmar.
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t is the same casting image of
Man Aung Myin image in the town of
Z=fun, Hinthada district, Ayeyarwadi
BEgiON.




- www burmeseclassic.com
The Story of Maha Muni lmage in Mandalay

um’;@cﬁ?#o?cp:@srﬁ aa%:cqﬁqe@%#&o@ooé w@&:e@o&:qo ﬂa‘}_@&ﬂwéu

How the Maha Muni was cast, according to the historic account, is as follow.

cﬂ3§$=q=éem8ﬂcq(78§0é seo
In the year 973-M.E (500-BC)

H I Dhanyawadi, Rakhine,
Rakkhapura region, the king
Sandar Thuriya ruled it.
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Lord Buddha, along with his disciple, paid a miraculous visitation with flying
vehicle.
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the summit of Thailagiri
4l mountain on the lefthand

i bank of Kissapanadi river,
;l in Dhanyawadi, Rakhine.
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While Lord Buddha was
taking a rest on the summit
of Thailagiri, he smiled.
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When Lord Buddha smiled
the ray emitted from his teeth.
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The news of the emission of the ray of light spread throughout the region of
__{Dhanywadi‘
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Rept [Beosffor
Lord Buddha
is coming to us! /] ==

Lord Buddha is
coming to us!
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Yes, the ray of light emits
from Lord Buddha is
adorable.
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When the king Sandar Thuriya heard about this news he was so delighted.
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it is said that Lord Buddha /8
pays a visit to -
our country.
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soxpei When the king looked at the summit of Thailagiri from the window he saw
the shinging light.
o T ——

So the king Sandar Thuriya, /3

\ along with his retinues went 48" 4

\ to the Théilagiri 72
mountain.
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I'll welcome Lord Buddha |
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So the king Sandar Thuriya, along with his retinues went to the Thailagiri mountain. '
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When the king reached to the
Thailagiri mountain.
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The king paid homage to
Lord Buddha. Your Highness,
come and reside in
my palace.
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| Lord Buddha accepted the invitation

of the king Sanda Thuriya and went
to the palace of Dhanyawadi region.
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The king Sandar Thuriya was delighted and offered Buddha and his disciples with
variety of offertones throughout the week.
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Lord Buddha preached the king

and commoners..
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All the audiences could keep the precepts.

=t : _
; = = 2 \ -
X <€ b v A < T L [ s
_ﬁ" <4 . é e .' <

N & i if/l\ '{

iid s ogaasloao&@:ooé eg$Scondcicontnodq |

. A T | c[goonioncodifgéaé qoogadfirg S[guSmadean |
Y., T cgempéicodfio ewordbogdeof: «..
% Then the king Sandar Thuriya ordered to buiid |§

! a golden monastery at the southern part
7 of the palace.
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He donated the monastery to Lord Buddha.
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Lord Buddha moved to this
monastery and preached

the audiences everyday.

The audiences attained the ariya

of first stage.
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In this way after Lord Buddha had stayed for a long time, to propagate his
dispensation, he told to Sandar Thuriya that he would travel to other places.
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\ My lay-devotee the king,

I'll leave from
Dhanyawadi.
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Your Highness, | would

! (P57 "‘\l like you to reside here.
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Be patient lay-devotee | had to

preach all the creature in the
whole Zabudipa. So | must
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Your Highness, if you go to other /%
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cx j image to revere on behalf of

= = " 2 you. Allow us to cast
s ; : { / an image. _
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Lord Buddha, for the perpetuation of his
dispensation, he allow to cast his likeness !
of his image. 15 :
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Lay-devotee, | allow you §
to cast my image.

ope{ofo€adlogep:
I'm very happy for
Your Highness'
allowance.
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As soon as he got the allowance, the king held a consecration ceremony on
the top of the Thiri Gupt mountaln with grand scale for seven days.
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§  When the king arranged to cast the image of Buddha, human, nat and brahma
donated the bronze and other gems with the amount of 65 baskets.
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Lord Buddha allowed the king Sandar Thuriya to cast his image because.
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Iin the time immemoaorial at a certain
life, the Buddha-to-be a noble
hermit and took retreat in Himalaya
alone.
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The king Sandar Thuriya-to-be was earning his life by hunting in the Himalayan forest
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Huh! I've lost
a bit.
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I've been in trouble by

loitering about. | don't know,
how can | get home. 4
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The hunter was downhearted for losing his way.
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He roamed about in the forest and at last he found the Buddha-to-be hermit
under a tree

The hunter's mind was uplifted when he
saw the hermit.
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He sat in front of the hermit respectfully. Then he worshipped the hermit.
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| e 298¢ ooeprayEfaiqdioocd
s g o\ With what a intention, do you
: concentrate meditation
alone in the forest.
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Hunter, to attain the Buddha-
hood, | fulfill my
ten principles.
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Hunter, with what intention
" do you roam about
in the forest?

28033005 o000
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Oh! Hermit, | want to hunt
the prey, so | am
searching them in
the forest.




WW\{\I{. l%uﬁrmeseclassic.com
Myo Man & Kyaw Moe Zaw 0§+ drofsscoff:ed . g

NG

€$clor §eomasléeslé
298¢ coreepadalwpSigoaeasd
copS: eqad:ecgpabapeodigo
vop§éd

Oh! Hunter, you and | meet
in the deep of the forest, but
our way to the future

is different. cloo
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groopS o)
eegpiegSiapd|$e>
While | am walking

toward the
nirvana.
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You are killing the other's life

and walking downward
to the hell.
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As the hunter also had basic principle, when he heard the word of Buddha-to-be

hermit he felt repentance. !
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Oh! Hermit I've done wrong. /8§
Now | realize that doing
vicious deed is bad _ £t
forme. -
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Now l've lost the way
among the misdeed.
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Oh! Hunter, refrain from
killing the other's
life.
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Reﬁddnce this waork
of misdeed.
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According to the effect
of fate, if you kill it, there will
be the one who will
kill you.
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Get yourself out of this
quagmire of misdeed.
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\ Yes, Your Highness the hermyit,

, | am deeply répent for my
) misdeed. From that | will

refrain from killing
the other's life.
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Let me renounce the killing
», and do meritorious deed.
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: Moreover let me pray that

when you become the Lord
Buddha, may | be able to
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There is something else please
me sculpt image made of
ud which is the likeness
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Well, | allow you.
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; The hunter took out the mud from the stream.
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He sculipted the portrait of hermit with the mud.
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n this way, Lord Buddha and
®e king Sandar Thuriya had any
connection in the past life

Lord Buddha allowed him to
cast his image.
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¢l Morevoer, in a certain life,

Buddha-to-be was an astrologer
in a village.
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The kmg Sandar Thunya-to-be earned
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They are close friends and they loved each other.
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One day the cowherder lost his
sirong bull.
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Huh! One of my oxen /
is missing. L
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The cowherder was anxious for his lost bull.
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He searched his bull in all

the grazing ground, but
_ it was in vain. b




missing, the owner will
scold me and file a
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ﬂpﬂsﬁm‘)qﬁ «ss |f this bull is lost with what money can | pay him as a
' compensation. It is a trouble.
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Friend, why are you /£ LN, W I've lost one of my oxen.
crying? Tell me. oy 35 LW\ Help me please with your
] { astrology. Where it
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Well, I'll help you with
my astrology
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Don't worry about it. Your bull crosses
the river and it is mating with
: other cows.
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Across the river, among the

bushes, you can find
your bull.
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Friend, because of your

help, now I’'m out
of trouble.
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You are grateful to

me and | love you
more than
before.
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So frefn that day,
let’s live together.
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In next several lives may

we be able to live
together.
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In this way Lord Buddha and the king Sandar Thuriya had been friends.
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in this life the king Sandar Thuriya
asked Lord Buddha to leave the image
on behalf of Lord Buddha.
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In this way they smelt the 65 basket of bronze and gems.
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2 casting of Maha Muni was finished
1st waning day of Kason, Thursday. 4 *
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But the bronze image’s head and body were not joint well. There was a gap.
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However it was cast three time,

there was still a gap between body
and head.
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BReepoBeongonf§icg€ ««o  When Lord Buddha heard about it.
Lord Buddha personally came to the place.
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Lord Buddha embraced with
his boson seven times.
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The bronze image of Lord Buddha was finished thoroughly.
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81 As for the eyes of the beholders it

seemed tw
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The audiences offere fragrant smell, flower, candlelight to Lord Buddha and his image.
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Rer the Lord Buddha had preached

2 audiences. Lord Buddha prepared
return.
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The image of Maha Muni seemed to stand up. Lord Buddha looked at it and

8grtecnd &[gs
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Live here as if you
were myself.

After Lord Buddha had said those word
he went back to the monastery.
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After the Maha Mum had cast, the bronze and gems were remalned a lot

- 'J. mq_&@oso?sp:
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Your Highness, as the copper and
gem are more than enough,
so let us to cast smaller
images.
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Well my lay-devotee,
| allow you. :
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In this way, the smaller images were cast. They could cast three smaller images:-
Shin Kyaw Muni, Shwe Bonther Muni and Mar Aung Myin Muni.
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8 four Munis including Maha Muni are in Bhuni phatha (Ground touching) postures.
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The height of the Munis are not
equal.




ounq$ qﬁﬁﬁem’:}@&@:@ egaﬁcm%m@&aq:ﬁﬁ@: mﬁcm&@& (@cgﬁ@éems
Bl [0$) opepre0€:0eanSyn praBeonSanceSag: [gbcoaopSe
Maha Muni is highest and Mar Aung Myin ( Zalun Pyitaw Pyan) is the lowest.
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W 18| Sandar Thuriya, the king of

§'] Dhanyawadi was delighted to have
il four images of Lord Buddha.
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He built a grandeur pavilion and placed Maha Muni image and Mar Aung Myin
image at its right side. On the left side was placed Shwe Bonthar Muni and
Shln Kyaw Muni.
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The successive kings after the king Sandar Thuriya. They revered the four
Munis and offered with respect.
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In the year 1113 Myanmar era the Mon King from Hanthawadi seized the kingdom
of Inwa. The kmg Baymt Naung Mintra's second Myanmar was rumed
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in 1114.M-E, the headman U Aung Zeya from Motsobo vilage, Shwebo district
established thlrd Myanmar and established Konbaung dyrasty
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The sixth successive king in Konbaung
dynasty founded by U Aung Zeya (alias)
Alaung Phaya, whose name was Padon
Min (or) Bodaw Phaya
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the year 1146 M.E in the
onth of Pyatho the crown
nce Thiha Thura, who was
e son of Bodaw Phaya,
arched to Dhanyawadi and
bnquered it.
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,‘; The king moved his kingdom to

Amarapura and built new palace.
' : TR e e



User
New Stamp


__ g%/ww burmeseclassm com

“'FEJimuE The Story of m Muni lmage in llandalav 'f_fffi'f;':

o} 3B8eqé :JSooogq e&mosmé: opo0030} csn&%&:eqmﬁ son
After the crown pnnce Thiha Thura had won Dhanyawadi...
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He brought four images to be revered
by the people of Amarapura.
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But the local people of Dhanyawadi and monks asked for mercy to leave some
image for them. So the crown prince left behind Shin Kyaw Muni in Dhanyawadi.
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Maha Muni image and other two image were
carried over the rough terrain.
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After they had passed Taung Gok gorge. They arrived at Sindai on the opposite
bank of Pyay, they took a rest for a night.
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While they were resting, the carriers from Dhanyawadi and local people asked the
prince to leave one of the images to revere.
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So the prince gave them Shwe Bonthar
Muni to revere.
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The village near this camp was name after the Shwe Bonthar.
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§| The Shwe Bonthar village is at
the opposite bank of Pyay and
there is an ancient Pagoda.

8| So the Shwe Bonthar Muni was
established in it.
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In this way, in the hand of crown prince

Thiha Thura, there were only two Munis:-
Maha Muni and Mar Aung Myin images.

#he crown prince Thiha Thura brought the two
ages upstream along the Ayeyarwadi
er with Mingalar floating vehicle.
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When the Mingala vehicle arrived at the port of Amarapura, The king Badon Min
(ahas) Bodaw Phaya welcomed them by hlmself
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in the north of the palace, now the
Maha Muni is situated the grand
ordination hall was built.
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The Mar Aung Myin image was
camed to the paIace
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The successive kings after Bodaw Phaya revered it.

4y

_'| They offered crown and sash arou
2~ the neck.
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There are eight wonderful things on the image of Maha Muni.
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(1) The birds dare not pass in front
} and above of the Maha Muni.
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~ (2) The face of the Maha Muni image is always shining.

=

%] (3) When the heretic or wrong
| believers pay homage, Maha
uni's face become
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(5) 98gareonigol{ohiall cogpafecndof Gopendiopicarioops: woppB§Efge:s
(4) The portrait of Maha Muni cannot be copied exactly.

—— o\ 7
eoeprce coepfiEq g e N
Q€10€ o9§oqr wooei(gioga: [ VX N e — q&%),

§:88 88 B cofgé:

{5) When there is law suit against

vicious deed and virtuous deed,
the wrong doer will fail.
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(6) Many gold -leaves are offered, the body of image does not expand
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(7) The image is revered by so many
4 pilgrims and religious enthusiast everyday.
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(8) However the image is washed in Thingyam festival and water pouring festival in
fullmoon day of Kason, the water does not drench in front of the image.
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When the people are in trouble or when the people success the image shows
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In the year 1245-ME, in Tagu when the fire broke out. The ordination hall,
Maha Muni’s crown and sach were burnt. The robe also was consumed by fire.
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§| In the year 1246 on 9th waxing of the month of Waso the ascending king Thibaw
repaired all the ruined matals.
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" o\ King Thibaw donated the golden
crown and golden sash
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As the Maha Muni is a huge Buddha image, the height of the image is 15 feet high.
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4 Within the palace compund, there
are 6 bronze sculptures which were
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N| Those 6 sculptures are one erawun elephant, two human forms, and three leoglyphs.
48| Those sculpture are originally in Cambodia (Khmer).
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Those sculpture were originally in Yodaya (Thailand).
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In the year 925 when the king Sinbyushin

attacked and won Thailand. The king
brought these bronze sculptures to
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In the year 960.ME, the king of Taungoo and king of Rakhine attacked and sacked
Hanthawadi. Hanthawadi was destroyed completely. The 6-sculpture were taken
to Rakhine from Hanthawadi.
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8 In southern stairway and western stairway, there are painting from Ratanpura period.
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In ancient time inner portion of southern |§
archway and at the middle there were
ancient frescoes cou!d be seen.
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8| The frescoes from southernmost stairway's walls collapsed and all were gone.
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Along the stairways in Maha Muni, there are stalls which merchandize mostly on

Myanmar cultural handicrafts.
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' Along these shopping malls there are
bronzewares altars and lacquerwares
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The Ananda stairway at the southern stairway there are religious purposes such as §
robes Buddha images, bowls.
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Mandalay where the Maha Muni is situated
is named after the Mandalay hill, whlch
is in the north of Mandalay




| & |—1 »!vll

MAQ“AMMA PO 1 IR 1y MRS 1 R SRRy R RN

m@& (qqf) e0§ esecoieoEnpScopss [¢§8EERE comEagu cornégododay:
o€[gddloopdn epeoeodomdiyprmqadagé vgecorcomEcicqimepiqgr
Bogieconé [g8cis

_ The height of the Mandalay hill is 776 feet. It is one of the sacred mountains

in Myanmar. According to the historical account, the Mandalay hill was formerly

known as Biluma Taung.
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In Bagan period, the king Min Shin Saw made damming the Aung pin lei. The king
temporarily camped there. So it was also known in the ancient time as Min Shin Saw hill.
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In the ancient history of Halin, the king Uggar Thaina Raja (alias) Mingale lived
in this mountain and, it was also known as Mingale hill.
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This Mingale gradually deviated, in accord

with the time, changed into Mandalay, hill.
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On the Mandalay hill, there is a great Buddha image standing and pointing
the king Mindon.
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The king Mindon, in the year 1221 in late Tagu order the Myataung township officer and
mlmster on arms to superwse Usmg Thitse, asmgned hlm to execute thls |mage
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The he:ght of this image is 18 taung (Myanmar measurament)
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In the year 1248, the fire broke
out on Mandalay hill.




Fire! Put
the fire out!
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Put the fire
out.

d .5=5=mé qp&oSco:qﬁcoﬁq %59 '
|eorB[goB[eRin}copls Bseagarecocin

| The fire consume the standing,
‘|preordained postured Buddha image.
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To rebuild the preordaining Buddha statue, the venerable monk U Nandi Thuriya,
built a pavilion and asked for donation.
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You can donate
as you like.

2009 209§ 207
Well done, well
done, well
done.
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In the year 1905 A.D, while the British imperialists conquered Myanmar, during
U Nandi Thuriya asked for donation.
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into the house of blacksmith

U Saw who lived in the northemn
guarter of mandday the two
large snakes entered.
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Huh!
Big snakes.
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Bl U Saw’s family were frightened
for the coming of two snakes.
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Ohl My!
JThe big snakes. &
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Snake brings good luck.
When it enter from the front;
don’t drive them out
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| dare not drive
them out.
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I'm afraid of them now.

Drive them
out.
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‘ efgradan§q eqequ
B | The two snakes had already
entered into the house,
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Ohl The two snakes are
in the house. | dare not
enter into the house.

[g6cg0005
| dare not drive
them out.
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You have a friend
who is the snake

charmer.
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So U Saw called on his friend snake
charmer U Lone.
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Mr Lone, I want SEEE" J .s38a50fagat03 clg[ods
our help. It's 48 ;
y ko thpts R .« cogo?t. scdgpreordlgp
e —— ey With your art of
snake charming, please
expel them from
my house.
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The snake charmer U Lone was led by U Saw.
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He called snakes out
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The snake-charmer U Lone, blowing his flute to let the two snakes to come out.
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With writhing movement the two snakes
came out from U Saw’s house.

Huh! They are
coming out.
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i The snake charmer U Lone grabbed
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put them into the covered 3
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Ko Saw, I'll take

,__those two snake. 7
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Yes you can
_ take them.
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| thank you for you

' take them.
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U Lone brought the two snakes to his house.
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He nurtured them and fed
them carefully.
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U Lone showed the snakes and asked for donation.
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The monk U Nandi Thuriya also
asked donation to repair the statue
which was consumed by fire.
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| Soon U Lone gave the donation obtained by two snakes to the monk U Nandi Thuriya.
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U Nandi Thuriya took the two
#¥] snakes onto the Mandalay hill.
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Show the publics and pllgrtms and asked for donation.
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The people who came to
worship the pagoda and looke
at the two snakes amazingly." 4
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\ These snakes ask for donation

to rebuild the preordained
postured statue.
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I'll also donate.
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[3§copSoqap8§Eecocin In this way the donation were more than enough.
The preordained postured statue had been rebuilt.
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When the statue was finished.
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The two snakes, you have
done your duties well.

You may go where
you want to.
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The monk U Nandi Thuriya Thihathu|g.
and lay-devotees brought the two (i
virtuous snake to Yankin hill and -
released them.




aquggq:& (oeoq) ngog& mS#Eccq:s:@. eooBoqq;aqpsooém a:oaap@teap
20pd qeaR[od: Srofoopd egecoicomEeotad [pReqpadecigamnecoapS

In the year 1907 A.D, the hermit U Khanti, who sponsored repaired and built the
pagoda throughout the eountry, came to Mandalay h|II
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Em! I'll do good

deed to this
Mandalay hill.
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The hermit U Khanti repaired and renovated the religious building on the
Mandalay hill. So it was also known as U Khanti hill.
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As U Khanti knew about the good
deeds of two snakes.
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When the Mandalay hill is
historically recorded the

two snakes must
be included.
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Since then let's go and
look the two snakes on
the Mandalay hill,
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As to record their meritorious
deed, the sculpture of those ,
two snakes was placed -
on the Mandalay



User
New Stamp
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In this way the sculpture of those two snakes can be seen on the Mandalay hill
until today.When we have been to Mandalay hlll let's go and look at the two snakes
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When we have been in

Mandalay hill we had to
look at two snakes.
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New Stamp
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As the city of Mandalay which is full of religious building and pagodas.
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