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The Night My Number Came Up

The true story of a strange dream and a thrilling
flight across the China Sea

By AIRMARSHAL SIR
VICTOR GODDARD
Royal New Zealand Air Force

I have been a professional airman for many years
and, though I have seen my share of air accidents, I do not
usually pay attention to bad omens. Yet as we were about to
take off from Shanghai for Tokyo I was uneasy.

It was after the Second World War. I had spent two
years in command of the Royal New Zealand Air Force in
the Pacific, and two more in charge of British Air Forces in
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Burma and Malaysia. Now I was on my way home, via
Tokyo. Admiral Mountbatten had lent me his own plane, the
Sister Ann; so I was flying in a reliable plane with an expert
crew. why, then, did I have this feeling of dread?

I was sure that everybody who went with me was
flying into mortal danger. Yet I could not tell my companions
to stay safely on the ground. As an air marshal, how could I
possibly say I had been warned by a dream?

It had happened in Shanghai the evening before. I
was talking to a friend at a party, when I heard two men
behind me begin a conversation.

"Wasn't this party to welcome Air Marshal
Goddard?" Asked one of them.

"It certainly was," replied the other. "Why?"

"He can't be here, you know. He was in a plane
crash last night."

The man spoke as if he knew that what he said was
true. I turned slowly round. The man, a commander in the
Royal Navy, glanced at my face and gave a start.

"Good heavens!" He exclaimed with a gasp. "I'm
terribly sorry! I mean I'm terribly glad—that is—how
extraordinary! I do apologize! You see, I had a dream last
night. It seemed so true."

I smiled. "I'm not dead yet, Commander. What did
you dream? Where did it happen?"

"On a rocky, shingly shore, in the evening, in a snow
storm. It was China or Japan. You had been over the
mountains in cloud. Up a long time . . .I watched it all happen.
It was an awful crash."

s§g805050
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"What sort of plane was I in?"

"An ordinary sort of transport plane. Possibly a
Dakota." (Sister Ann was a Dakota.)

"Did your dream show you what sort of people I
was travelling with?"

"Yes," he said slowly. "An ordinary R.A.F. Crew
and three civilians. Two men and a woman. All English."

"Thanks very much," I said. "That's quite a relief.
Your dream can't come true, because I'm carrying no one
but a service crew. No civilians."

We chatted for a few minutes and then moved apart.
I never saw him again.

Three Civilians

A few minutes later Seymour Berry of the Daily
Telegraph came up to me and said, "I wonder if I could
cadge a lift to Tokyo with you. Your pilot said it will be O.K.
by him. Do you mind?"

With a feeling of shock, I replied, " Not at all. Plenty
of room. I'm leaving at half-past six in the morning." But in
my heart I feared taking a civilian passenger.

That same evening I had dinner with George Ogden,
the British consul-general in Shanghai. Ogden was asking
me about my journey when his Chinese butler handed him a
message which had just come over the radio. Ogden passed
the message to me, saying, "I wonder if you could possibly
take me with you tomorrow?"

How could I refuse? The message was from the
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Foreign Office in London. Ogden had to go to a meeting in
Tokyo as soon as possible.

I thought to myself: That makes two civilians.
Englishmen. But there's no woman. Anyway, what bosh,
worrying about a stranger's nightmare.

Before the meal was over, the butler again came in
with an envelope on a little silver tray. It was another radio
message. Ogden said, "You'd better read it. It's from our
man in Tokyo."

" .. .I have no shorthand typist for the meeting," I
read. "Most grateful if you could bring one."

" Are you going to be able to help me with this too?"
Asked Ogden.

"I suppose I can take him." I replied reluctantly.
"That is, if he's a man!"

"Does that make a difficulty? It's bound to be a girl,
I'm afraid."

Three civilians, one of them a woman.

That was a cheerless dawn at the Shanghai airport.
Ogden had brought the shorthand typist with him. She was a
tall, fair girl of about twenty, called Dorita Breakspear. She
told me she had never flown before. "But I expect I shall
survive," she said. Her trusting remark stabbed me, and I
shivered in the chill breeze off the runways.

Squadron Leader Campbell, the captain of the plane,
didn't look particularly cheerful.

"Good morning, Campbell. Got a good weather
forecast?

"Not too bad, sir. About a hundred miles from Tokyo

s§g805050
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there may be a good deal of cloud. Should be about six hours'
flight."

We went aboard, and soon Sister Ann soared away
over the sprawling city of Shanghai, heading for Tokyo or—
I tried not to think about that awful dream. If the dream
came true, the crash would be in the evening in a snow storm.
But we should be in Tokyo soon after lunch. Anyway, I was
dog-tired. After a while I fell asleep.

I could not have slept long when the bumpiness of
cloud flying awakened me. Another sudden bump. I was
breathing rather fast, so we must be flying high. I peered
through the window. The starboard wing was cutting through
the mist. Pieces of grey stuff seemed to be breaking away
from the leading edge of the wing and flying away behind.
Ice!

Dorita and Seymour Berry were asleep. George
Ogden seemed to be gasping for breath; he said he had a
rotten cold in the head. Soon the light grew brighter. We
were soaring smoothly in blinding sunlight. But there, clinging
to the shining metal of the great wings, I could see a thin
layer of ice.

Campbell came out of the cockpit and spoke to me
in a low voice. "We shall have to keep above it. If we go
through the cloud we shall get heavily iced again."

"Yes," I said. ""We must be pretty high now."

"Seventeen thousand."

"No oxygen aboard?"

"No."

After a while Campbell came aft again. "We shall
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have to have another shot at going through it, sir. The cloud
tops are still higher than we are. We can't fly above them,
we're already at about eighteen thousand feet. I expect it
will be a bit bumpy."

In we went—into that swirling, darkening mist—and
down.

Campbell throttled the engines back a bit. Then I
heard the Crack! Thud! Of broken ice against the cabin—
ice chunks flung off the propeller blades. It grew darker. My
watch said 11:20. That would be only 12:20 Tokyo time. And
that wasn't evening! But how long before the ice would cease
to snap away and, instead, suddenly build up a solid casing
on the plane?

But there was no snow. Surely the dream had shown
there would be snow?

Once again the grey mists were suddenly flung aside.
As if hurtling over a chasm, Sister Ann flashed into the
dazzling blue among the towering, billowing cloud tops.

My breathing again became difficult and there was
a painful drumming in my ears. I knew we must have climbed
again to a height where there was little oxygen. Ogden and
Dorita were ill and faint from lack of oxygen. I knew they
could not carry on much longer at that height.

Campbell came aft again. He was a little grey in the
face from tiredness and anxiety, but he wore a smile and an
air of quiet confidence.

"Aren't we flying too high for a Dakota?" I asked.
"Couldn't we go down a bit steeper now to get to a warmer
layer of air? We must be getting light in fuel by now. That
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should help to prevent us stalling, if the ice keeps off. But
you do it your own way, Campbell. I guess we shall come
through all right." Unless, 1 thought to myself, we hit that
rocky seashore and shingle.

Campbell smiled and said he would give it a try.

The Scene is Set

We started down. Once more began that plunging,
jolting, heaving that was to go on for another four long hours.
We bumped our wav down, down, into the wet, cold lower
layers of that huge thundercloud. How dark it grew! Then I
heard that terrifying crack-crack on the metal sides of Sister
Ann. Ice. Ice on the propellers again.

Then suddenly we were out of the cloud—but nearly
into something else! Those yellow lumps heaving down there
below were waves of the sea.

And now it's snowing hard! What's the time? Three-
thirty.

Sea and snow. That was what the dream had
foretold. Below us we saw the blackness of a cliff, with
white, broken waves lashing angrily at the bottom.

The bumps were the worst I had ever flown through.
It seemed that Sister Ann might not stand the strain for long.
We followed the shore and after a while came over a bay.
There, beside a rocky, shingly shore, lay a snow-covered
fishing village. The beach was less than 300 yards of sloping
shingle, dotted with rocks and closed in at each end by black
crags. No fit place to land.
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Out we swung again to follow the line of cliffs and
breakers. We flew on through the driving snow, in the narrow
space between clouds and sea. I had set my watch to Tokyo
time, and it now said five past four. It would be dark soon
after five.

Then we lost sight of the cliff. Campbell was afraid
of butting into a headland so he turned a little out to sea, then
edged in again.

So we flew on. We found the cliff again, but we
never found a gap to fly through, and the cloud was too low
for us to fly over it. There was not even a stretch of shore on
which we could crash-land.

It was getting gloomier all round us. The sun must
have set by now. A quarter to five. Cliffs, cloud, sea, snow,
foam on the rocks, wind, noise, sickness, pains in the head,
and a terrible tiredness.

Suddenly the cliff ended again. We could see a little
more clearly. Here's a bay. A village in snow by the shore.
Shingle, rocks. It is the village and bay we saw an hour
or more ago. We must have flown all the way round an
island and got back again.

I undid my seat belt and walked to the cockpit.

"Let me see your map," I said to the navigator.

About forty miles off the mainland of Japan there
was an island in the shape of a hand pointing. Sado, it was
called.

"That's it," I said. " And that village must be Takachi."

The navigator nodded. Then he said, " The nearest
airfield is Tokyo, the other side of the mainland. That's more
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than a hundred miles, over the mountains and cloud in the
dark. Not too good."

"And no fuel," I replied.

That rocky, desolate shingle shore beside the breakers
down there was the only possible place for us to go. Just as
the dream had foretold. In snow and storm, in the evening.

I turned to Campbell. He looked at me, smiling and
determined, as he said, " Bad show, sir. If you agree, we
must land on this little beach. There's no question of jumping
for it by parachute—the clouds are too low and there's too
much wind."

"Yes."

"Would you land with the wheels up or down?" Asked
Campbell.

"I think you'd slide too fast and too far," I said, "if
you kept your wheels up and landed the plane on its belly.
But it you keep them down we shall certainly turn over. What
about keeping your wheels down to begin with, and then
letting them up as the plane begins to slow?"

Campbell nodded as he struggled with the controls.
He was sweating.

Down, Down, Down

I went aft to do what I could to protect the bodies of
my crew and my companions. Everyone except the pilot
should come into the cabin to keep the tail down. We'd be
safer there, and quicker out after landing. All must fix
themselves so that they could not be thrown about, and wrap
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themselves in blankets and mattresses.

When we were ready, two of the crew staggered
aft to open the door so that we should not be trapped inside.
Off it came with a sudden roar as the full blast of snow-filled
air burst in. There was a crash of china, cutlery and trays in
the tiny pantry.

The picture of what was going to happen in the next
few minutes had been in my mind for the past twenty-four
hours. Now I could hear, above the roar of air, the hiss—
squeeze of the wheels going down. Then down went the
braking flaps on the wings, and Sister Ann banked close to
the cliff, nose down for landing. The engine roar grew less.
I looked round at Ogden. He smiled at me in a tired way, his
face racked with pain. I looked at Dorita. Her eyes were
closed. I couldn't see Berry's face.

Banked over as we were, I could see the curving,
sloping beach with its jagged rocks and a crag at the end as
tall as a church steeple. Down we went, straightening out
and flattening out at the same moment. Then the engine noise
died out. High black rocks sped past us on the left.

Now we are for it!

A ripping, jingling noise began. Wheels ripping
swiftly over shingle. It grew harsher. We began to slow up.

Let the wheels back, 1 prayed. But Campbell had
done this. Sister Ann was flopping down.

Bang . . . Bang! Cr-runch . . .Oh, that stomach. Up!
Somersaulting. Stop. Neck-breaking pain.

Something huge hurtled by me, striking the back of
my head. It was Ogden, seat and all.
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Movement ceased. The plane had stopped dead.

There was a stillness. Then the splashing flop and
hiss of breakers on the shingle . . . a quiet whistle of wind.

"My chair came off!" Cried Ogden, almost as though
it was his fault.

We unstrapped ourselves, and began to laugh. I went
forward to Campbell as he was coming aft. We met in the
gangway and shook hands . . .

For my next crash I want no warning dreams. It
quite spoils the enjoyment of flying.
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The Day | Met Midnight

| wanted to be a cowboy—
but first | had to tame an outlaw horse

By ULMONT HEALY

It was my first day on the ranch in the San Fernando
Valley, California. I was just out of my teens, and I was
going to learn to be a cowboy. In my brand-new outfit-blue
jeans, boots, bandanna neckerchief and cheap Stetson hat—I
felt as if everyone was looking at me, and it made me a bit
nervous. I sat on the top rail of the corral-the large pen for
horses-and watched the horses milling about inside as one
by one the cowboys lassoed their mounts and led them outside
to saddle up.
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A white mustang in the corral caught my eye. He
was a beauty—with a lovely head and neck, a deep, powerful
chest and strong slender legs. Just my kind of horse, I thought—
strong and speedy. I wondered whose he was.

At that moment someone spoke to me, and the slow,
drawling voice cut in on my thoughts.

“Canyouride, kid?”

It was George, a lanky six-footer in a high-crowned
hat that made him seem even taller. The day before, when
he had given me the job, he had looked doubtful as to whether
I should ever make a cowboy. Now he grinned encouragingly.

“Yes, a bit,” I said.

I was careful not to boast. At home on our farm, my
father had taught me all he knew about handling horses. Dad
made me break them in without using a saddle—he said they
became gentler that way. So I thought I knew a little about
horses. But these cowboys were expert horsemen. Also,
one of them had given me a warning the night before. “Watch
out, kid,” he had said, “these fellows take you for a softy, a
tenderfoot. They’ll put you on a horse that will try to throw
you off.”

I heard George saying calmly, “Anything there you
like, kid?”

I pointed to the white mustang. “He’s quite a horse,”
I said.

“Yeah.”

Suddenly George moved his arm. The mustang
whirled round like a flash, but too late. The flying noose of
the lasso settled over his head, and he was pulled in to the
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fence, snorting. George tied a piece of thin rope round his
neck and handed the other end to me.

“We call him Midnight,” George said with a smile,
“just as we call that big cowboy Tiny. Get the mud off him,
then take him down to the shed and I'1l fix you up with saddle
and bridle and a rope.”

The Outlaw

I led midnight outside the corral and tied him to the
rail. Then I got a stiff brush, and was doing pretty well at
cleaning him until my brush touched a tender spot on one of
his hindlegs. His kick was so quick that only reflex action
saved me. I stepped away and looked at his head. He was
looking me right in the eye, and I knew he was not afraid.

You can learn a horse’s character from his head.
Midnight had small ears and the broad forehead and wide-
spaced eyes that are signs of intelligence. With a head like
that I didn’t think he would be really savage. But I had an
uneasy feeling there was something wrong. Could he be an
outlaw—a horse at war against men?

“That’s good enough,” George said. He was sitting
on his horse with his lasso in his hand, the noose dangling
ready to throw.

I walked to Midnight’s head and untied him. It was
then I noticed that not a single man was on his horse except
George; they were all busy with their harness. They were
waiting to see whether I would lead that horse to the shed or
ride him.
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I made up my mind at that moment. I hitched the
rope on Midnight’s nose, and before he realized it I was on
his back. We went away from there in standing leaps that
jarred the base of my spine and made my teeth rattle in my
head. Suddenly the men were all on their horses, with George
in the lead. Their yells were enough to scare any horse, but
I managed to keep Midnight’s head up and rode him to the
shed. There I quickly slipped off his back. I didn’t want any
more of Midnight’s wild tricks until I had a saddle on him.

I stepped to his head to remove the knotted rope.
As I touched it he reared up on his hind legs and struck me
on the chest with his front hoofs. The sudden blow knocked
me spinning in the dust. He came after me screaming with
rage, his teeth bared, but I kept rolling across the ground
until I was under the loading platform outside the shed.

It was then that I saw why George had kept that
open noose dangling in his hand. He had the horse roped and
pulled close up to his saddle before I got my first full breath.
He watched while I brushed off the dust.

“You all right?” He asked.

“Yes,” I said. “Nice roping.”

“Would you rather have another horse today and
leave this one till you feel better?”

Now I was really angry. “No,” I almost shouted. “If
I could ride that black-hearted so-and-so bareback, I can
ride him all day. Give me a saddle and bridle. We’re going to
get to know each other.”

George turned to one of the cowboys. “Tiny, dig out
some gear—a saddle and bridle and a rope—and we’ll get
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Slim and Midnight on the way to getting acquainted.

Well! Now it was “Slim”—not just, “Kid.” Tiny
stepped down from his big chestnut and passed me with a
grin. I tried to grin back. He returned with a solid-looking
saddle and a bridle. At first Midnight shied away, jerked his
head and pawed the ground. But with George holding his
head and Tiny helping, we got the saddle and bridle on him.

“Want me to hold him while you get on?” George
asked.

My chest was not aching so badly now. I looked at
Midnight. “I don’t think so,” I said. “Maybe I can make him
think it isn’t important if I just step in the saddle.

George gave me a grin and turned Midnight loose.

Quietly, with the reins in my left hand, I took hold of
the left cheek strap of his bridle, put my right hand on the
saddle horn and pulled him towards me. As he started to
turn I went up into the saddle. Strangely enough, Midnight
didn’t seem to think it was important.

Then Joe, the foreman, gave us our orders for the
day. We were to go out and round up all the longhorn cattle
we could find.

Cactus Thorns

So we went to work. Midnight didn’t like the bit in
his mouth and jerked his head all the time. But he was sure-
footed and quick. We had brought quite a few cattle down
the canyons when suddenly I saw sticking up from the bushes
the longest pair of horns I had ever seen. As we closed in,
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the longhorn steer made a dash for it up the side of a small
hill. Now, a longhorn can run like a deer, and I was proud of
Midnight when he overtook that steer and turned it down
again into the valley.

But suddenly, as we thundered along, the steer rose
up and leapt over something. We were going too fast to stop:
we either had to hit the obstacle or jump over it. I decided to
jump. I dug my heels into Midnight’s flanks and lifted the
reins. That beautiful, obstinate son of Satan chose that
moment to jerk his head and try to shake the bit from his
mouth. We blundered straight into the patch of prickly cactus
that the steer had jumped over.

By the time I brought Midnight to a halt in an open
sandy spot, my right knee felt as though it was on fire. It was
full of long cactus thorns like needles. I hardly dared think
what damage the prickles must have done to the horse.
Luckily, I was wearing buckskin gloves and could pick the
thorns out of my knee. I knew that if I left them they would
work deeper into my flesh as I moved about. I got out of the
saddle and found that Midnight was covered with cactus
thorns from his nose to his heels. I knew from the pain in my
leg what he must be suffering, but he stood perfectly still.
His look seemed to be asking whether I could help him. It
brought a lump to my throat.

Just then Joe, the foreman, rode up. He looked
Midnight over carefully. “We can’t get them out without tying
him down,” he said. “And if we do that they’1ll work into him
deeper until they kill him. Better take your saddle off, Slim.”
He drew his revolver.
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“No, Joe, wait,” I sad. “I got him into this. I want to
get him out if I can. Just stand by and let me try.”

Joe hesitated. “Okay,” he said at last. “But stay out
of line with his head, because the first dangerous move he
makes I’m going to put a bullet in him.”

The Strangest Thing

I reached out to Midnight’s nose and picked off two
thorns as big as darning needles that were driven in just above
his nostrils. He flinched and looked startled, but made no
move to bite me.

By the time I had gone over his face and neck, pulling
out the horribly sharp thorns, his ears had come forward, a
sign that he was no longer afraid. On I worked and he never
moved a muscle, though his coat was turning grey with sweat.
Joe sat his horse quietly, and now and then I heard him
exclaiming gently to himself.

I worked downwards to Midnight’s front hoofs, then
all over his sides and belly, and down his hind legs. He stood
like a statue. I even took a large piece of cactus out of his
tail. As I finished each part of him, I took off my gloves and
ran my hands over him to make sure I had removed all the
thorns. Finally I stepped round to Midnight’s head and took
hold of the bridle. I looked at Joe. He took a deep breath and put
away his gun.

“I want to thank you,” I said, and I meant it.

“It’s the strangest thing I ever saw,” said Joe. He
looked over to where the men were driving the cattle to the
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corrals. “It’s time for dinner,” he said.

As we rode along he told me Midnight’s life story.
He had been the fiercest horse in a herd of wild horses, and
had never stopped fighting. This morning was the first time
Joe had seen Midnight use his front hoofs and teeth on a
man, though.

“I expect it was that rope you had on his nose that
made him so angry.”

“Yes,” I replied. “He just doesn’t like men.”

“No, he doesn’t like men, and if you’d had the same
treatment that he’s had since he first met men, you wouldn’t
like them either.”

We let our horses drink at the water trough and led
them under a roof where they would be in the shade. “No
need to tie them,” Joe said. “They’ll stand there all right.”

After dinner I was standing in a little group with
some of the other cowboys, talking about our jobs for the
next day. Suddenly I got a push in the back that nearly knocked
me Over.

I turned angrily, suspecting some kind of trick. There
was Midnight standing quietly looking at me. He had walked
away from the cool shade of the wooden roof, trailing his
reins.

I said gently, “Midnight, what are you doing?”

He came forward two steps, put his head against
my chest, and began to move it slowly up and down. I put
my hands on his head and rubbed the soft velvety spots behind
his ears. I could see the other cowboys gathering round and
I could hear their whistles of surprise. Midnight had been
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savage with most of them, and they could not believe their
eyes.

A chuckle from George broke the quiet. “Well, Slim,
it sure looks like you and Midnight got acquainted.”

“Yeah,” was all that I could bring myself to say. The
lump was back in my throat again.

Joe broke up the group by saying, “Let’s go, men.”
Then as he turned away, he added: “I don’t want to see any
of you putting a rope on Midnight. He’s Slim’s horse from
now on.”

And no cowboy ever had a finer horse than Midnight.
I shall never forget the day he put his head against my chest
to thank me, and to say that he was sorry and wanted to be
friends.
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Kit Carson

The story of the greatest pathfinder of the real
American Wild West

By DONALD CULROSS PEATTIE

The Apaches watched silently from the rocky heights
above the Santa Fe trail. Below them the line of wagons and
horsemen moved slowly along. A wealthy merchant was
going west to trade.

Suddenly, at a given signal, the Apaches swooped
down. War-cries rang out as they rode their surefooted ponies
down the stony slopes and in amongst the wagons. The fight
was quickly over: the Red Indians had claimed their first
victims on this part of the trail.
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One boy alone escaped, and took the news to the
little town of Taos in New Mexico. What he told them there
sent Major Grier off at a gallop with his cavalry.

Among the soldiers was an undersized ranger with
eyes as mild as a kitten's. Speaking seldom, he never raised
his voice. Some people took this for a sign of weakness, but
they soon learn their mistake.

This wiry little man followed the scattered trails of
the Apaches as a hound goes after the scent of a fox. He
was quick, yet so careful in his tracking that he showed major
Grier the whole Red Indian camp before its sentinels spied
them. Now was the moment to attack! But the Major delayed,
and the soldiers were discovered. So quickly and secretly
did the redskins slip out of their camp that they were gone
before the soldiers could fire a shot. If the Major had followed
the ranger's advice, the Indians would not have had a chance.

In one of the merchant's wagons the Major found a
paper-backed thriller about a fellow named Kit Carson. The
Major flicked through the pages, then turned to the mild little
man at his elbow and said, “Read all about yourself.” But
Kit shook his head. “They laid it on too thick,” he said.

For even while he lived, Kit Carson was famous.
Plenty of stories were told of his narrow escapes from death,
and many of the most amazing of these tales were true! An
Apache bullet did once pass through his hair. A bad man’s
rifle was fired at him so close that the gunpowder burned
his cheek. Once, ambushed by fifty Comanches, he dashed
through a hail of arrows and bullets quite unharmed. Another
time he was waylaid by some Blackfeet braves. They
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wounded him in the shoulder but he escaped by dodging from
tree to tree. He slept that night in the snow without a fire,
and the freezing cold stopped the bleeding and so saved his
life.

Men said that Kit had a charmed life. But what
seemed to be magic was really a knowledge of the ways of
the Red Indians. Once he was helping to track down some
Jicarilla Indians who had murdered a white settler. He told
his commanding officer, Major Carleton: “Judging by footprints
and other signs, I reckon we’ll come up with the Jicarillas at
two O’ clock this afternoon.”

“I bet you a beaver hat that you’re wrong,” said
Major Carleton. But when his scouts signalled “enemy in
sight” the Major looked at his watch. It was two o’ clock, to
the tick ! That’s how a genuine beaver hat came to be handed
to Kit a few weeks later. Inside was written: “At Two
O’clock. Kit Carson, from Major Carleton.”

Kit Becomes a Trapper

Kit Carson was the greatest of all American guides.
He lived in exciting, dangerous days when the American
West was really wild. The stage coaches and gold rushes
and trampling herds came afterwards; it was Kit who blazed
the trail for them to follow.

Kit was born in 1809, in the state of Kentucky. He
was not quite ten years old when a falling tree killed his
father. When he was fifteen his mother apprenticed him to a
saddle-maker, but he ran away to join a company of fur
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trappers. These hard-bitten mountain men grinned down at
the small, skinny youngster, with his freckled face and mop
of sandy hair, carrying a rusty old rifle longer than himself.
The master saddler tried to get back his runaway apprentice
and offered a reward—one penny. But Kit was off to the
West. He rode the Santa Fe trail a year and more, then went
over the mountains to California.

When young Kit rode back into New Mexico he
was rich, a fully-fledged mountain man, with a fur collar and
heavy brass buttons on his leather jerkin. His leggings were
trimmed with leather fringes and he had money jingling in his
pockets. But his wealth lasted only a week. When his mule
and his silver-mounted saddle and silver spurs were gone to
pay his gambling debts he joined the Rocky Mountain
trappers.

For those were the great days of the fur trade, when
it was the fashion for every gentleman to wear a beaver hat.
To catch beavers the trappers went into the wild country of
stream and lake and forest, a thousand miles away from any
army outpost. They risked their lives among the Blackfeet,
the Apaches, all the fiercest Red Indian tribes of the West.

After ten years as a trapper, Kit knew the Rocky
Mountains from New Mexico right up to Montana. His life
on the plains and in the desert had made him an expert
horseman and buffalo hunter. His life in the mountains and
forests taught him how to make snowshoes, build canoes
and track wild game. He learn French as Canadian trappers
spoke it, and Spanish as it was spoken in Mexico. He knew
the languages of the Arapaho, Comanche and Ute tribes,
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and also the wonderful sign language that all Red Indians
understood. He could tell to what tribe a Red Indian belonged
by the print of his moccasin on the ground.

Kit soon had his own fur business. From the best
trappers he picked a group that became known as the “Carson
men”—men who were noted for their honesty and courage.
They were able to keep law and order where otherwise bad
men would have ruled. Two hundred angry Blackfeet once
turned and fled when Kit led his men against them. That
was when the Red Indians began to call him “Little Chief.”

Singing Grass

One clear spring day Little Chief rode down out of
the Wyoming mountains and saw a Red Indian girl called
Waa-Nibe, “Singing Grass,” dancing a tribal dance among
her people. She was in her teens; there were modesty and
goodness in her dark Arapaho eyes. Kit fell in love with her.
He spoke to her in her own language, and that night sat quietly
with Waa-Nibe beside her wigwam. Her father rose and
laid his blanket ceremonially over the shoulders of his daughter
and Little Chief.

Kit called her Alice, and treated her as no other Red
Indian wife had ever been treated before. She was loaded
with presents—furs and colored beads and silver ornaments.
Kit took her with him everywhere he went, mounted on a
fine white horse. When they had a daughter, Kit named her
Adaline, the sweet. In 1839 he came back from a great
buffalo hunt on the prairie and found that Singing Grass was
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very ill. Medicine men were beating the great drum made of
buffalo hide, trying by its rthythm to slow down her quick-
throbbing pulse. A few hours later she died in Kit’s arms.

Yet Alice Singing Grass had not lived in vain. From
her Kit had learn to respect the Red Indians and to understand
their code of honor. His wife taught him to sympathize with
these wilderness chiefs who tried to defend their hunting
grounds against the white settlers who were moving in. So
now Kit became their friend. He never did anything that
might anger them. He spoke up for the Indians. By
understanding them he saved more settlers’ lives, and more
territory, than in all his battles with Indians.

One day Kit heard that soldiers had captured a
friendly Ute brave, taken his gun away and tied him up. In
the night the Ute escaped. Kit knew what would happen: the
Uses would become the enemies of the white men. He took
the gun belonging to the brave and rode hard for Taos. There
he sent messages to the Ute chiefs to come and see him.
They rode in on their mountain ponies, a hundred or two
hundred miles. Kit gave them a great feast and handed each
chief a present. Then he returned the gun. “The soldiers
made a mistake,” he said. “We are sorry.”

Through Enemy Lines

After Waa-Nibe’s death, Kit took his daughter
Adaline to be looked after by the nuns of Missouri. On the
way back he met a dashing young army lieutenant called
John Fremont, who was starting out to explore the passes
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over the Rocky Mountains. He asked Kit to be his guide,
and the two became fast friends. Kit guided Fremont on
three great expeditions. There were no maps; they had to
rely on Kit’s memory and skill to find the way. Together they
travelled thousands of miles over mountains and across
deserts. They mapped out the trails that were later followed
by the covered wagons of the settlers.

Kit was galloping east with a report of one of these
expeditions, when he met General Kearny plodding through
New Mexico at the head of a column of soldiers. War with
Mexico had broken out. Kearny asked where he was going.
“To the White House in Washington with a letter for the
President,” said Kit. “Give me the letter,” said Kearny. “I’1l
send someone else along with it. You can act as my guide.”
Kit had to obey.

They had nearly reached safety at San Diego, when
Kearny led his men into a trap prepared for them by the
Mexicans. The Americans were beaten, surrounded, and cut
off from water. Messenger after messenger was sent to get
help from the American troops at San Diego, but not one got
through. Then Kit said to Kearny: “I’ll go. If any man can
get to San Diego, I can. Look after my horse. I shan’t need
him on this trip.”

All night he crawled on his stomach through the
Mexican lines. He had to avoid rattlesnakes coiled in the
rocks, and cactus that lay in his path like barbed wire. He
moved with painful slowness, determined not to be caught.
When he stood up at dawn he found that his boots, tied on
his back, had been wrenched off as he crawled through dense
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bushes. He walked barefoot all day long over the cruel sun-
baked desert. Then he crept all night again, through another
ring of enemy troops. His limbs were aching, and he was
nearly dropping with tiredness. But he kept going.

Suddenly he heard a Yankee voice shout “Halt! Who
goes there?” He staggered up to the sentry. “Quick,” he
muttered. “Kearny is surrounded by Mexicans and will be
cut to pieces if you don’t help soon!”

Kit’s warning came just in time. A fter a fierce battle
the Mexicans were defeated. Kit was thanked by the
President in Washington, and his fame was greater than ever.

A Fitting End

Now Kit was ready to settle down. The old fur trade
was dying out; men were wearing silk hats instead of beaver
hats. Moreover, the buffaloes were vanishing from the prairie,
and fresh meat was harder to come by. So Kit turned his
hand to ranching, and became one of the earliest cowboys in
the West. Settlers were now streaming westwards in their
long wagon trains. Kit bred horses and raised mules for them.
He also foresaw the need for mutton and wool, and drove a
huge flock of 6,500 sheep all the way from New Mexico to
California. They passed safely through a country of
rattlesnakes and wild dogs, where Red Indians were ready
to take a quick revenge on the white man.

The old fighter was still playing his part in bringing
peace to the West. And a wise government now gave him
the post of Indian Agent in Taos, with the duty of helping the
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Indians and speaking for them when they needed him. He
stood by his old friends, and went all the way to Washington
with a group of Ute chiefs who wished to appeal to the
President. On the return journey Kit felt ill. He had gone
through many hardships. Now he had to see a doctor. The
doctor shook his head. “Mr. Carson,” he said, “you might
live for some time—if you eat nothing but bread and milk.”

Kit gave him a look, from those mild blue eyes. Then
he called in his servant from the kitchen. “Cook me some
first-rate don’s,” he said. “Buffalo steak, strong coffee and
a pipe of tobacco is what I need.”

The meal was too much for the mountain man. “I’m
gone !” he said cheerfully. “Doctor, compadre, adios!”’

So Kit died as he had lived—adventurous.
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Houdini the Handcuff King

How did he do it?
What was the secret of Houdini's magic?

By FRANCIS SILL WICKWARE

The great Houdini could get police handcuffs off his
wrists merely by tapping them in the right place. He could
escape from dungeons with heavy doors and huge locks in
less time than it took to lock him up. For twenty-five years
he astounded people by his escapes.

Houdini had himself buried in sealed coffins, sewn
up in canvas bags, stuffed into milk churns and beer barrels,
even riveted inside iron boilers. He always got out, one way
or another, leaving the onlookers gasping with astonishment.
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His real name was Ehrich Weiss, and as a boy he
helped a blacksmith in the forge. Later on he became a
locksmith's assistant. He found something fascinating about
locks and made up his mind to learn all about them. He took
locks of all kinds to pieces and put them together again. Then
he practised opening them with a little piece of wire instead
of a key. In the end he knew all their secrets.

When he was fifteen he began to do conjuring tricks
in sideshows at fairs. The slender boy with steel-blue eyes
and black, curly hair called himself “Cardo” or “Ehrich the
Great.” At first he did the same things as other conjurers,
such as pulling white rabbits out of a top-hat. Then he began
to add new tricks to his show. He shut himself up in a box,
and wriggled out of a secret door at the back. He freed his
arms and legs from ropes tied in a special way by another
performer.

One day at a country fair, a policeman held up a pair
of handcuffs and asked: “Do you think you could get out of
these, lad?” The boy said: “I’ll try.” The handcuffs were
locked on his wrists. He went behind a screen, and after a
minute stepped back into view again. The open handcuffs
were dangling from his wrist ! Afterwards he performed
this trick thousands of times in many different countries. It
won him the title of “The Handcuff King.”

Locks and Knots

Weiss was seventeen when he came across the life
story of the great French magician, Robert Houdin. He was
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so impressed that he decided to call himself Harry Houdini,
and to try his hardest to become a great magician.

As his fame spread, Houdini set himself the task of
opening any lock the locksmiths could make. He said that he
would free himself from any knot the knot experts could tie.
Here was a claim that no other man had ever made.

In London, the Daily Mirror challenged him to
break out of a pair of handcuffs which a blacksmith had
taken five years to make. They were very cleverly made,
and unlike any other handcuffs in the world. Houdini freed
himself in five minutes while 4,000 people cheered.

In Boston, in America, a sportsman declared that he
could tie Houdini securely. If the magician freed himself he
would pay him 6,000 dollars. The man spent three-quarters
of an hour wrapping Houdini from head to foot in hundreds
of yards of heavy fishing line. It took Houdini an hour and a
quarter to wriggle out of this cocoon, but he did it ! He was
covered with bruises because he had been so tightly tied.

People said that not even Houdini could escape from
aprison cell. So he allowed himself to be locked up in a cell,
after the warders had removed all his clothes and made
certain that he had no keys or files to help him. It took Houdini
exactly two minutes to get out. Then he went along the prison
corridor opening all the other cell doors, and changed the
prisoners around just for the fun of it. He broke into the cell
where his clothing had been left and dressed as quickly as
he could. He appeared in the governor’s office just fifteen
minutes after he had been locked up.
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Trapped Under Ice

When he came to a new town, Houdini often did a
“stunt” out in the open to attract the public. One of these
free shows nearly ended in disaster. Houdini had announced
that he would leap into a river and free himself from handcuffs
under water. But when the day came the river was frozen
over.

In spite of the warnings of his friends, Houdini insisted
on going ahead. He ordered some workmen to cut a hole in
the ice.

Thousands of people packed the river banks and
watched as the handcuffs were snapped on Houdini’s wrists.
A shout went up when he plunged through the hole into the
icy water. There was a tense silence as the minutes passed—
two, three, four, five....... Finally a rope was lowered into the
water, and a diver prepared to go down to see what had
happened. Just at that moment, Houdini’s head bobbed up
through the hole. He had been under water for eight minutes!

It was incredible that any man could stay under the
surface of the freezing water for eight minutes—even a
magician who was as supple as an eel, and seemed to have
as many lives as a cat. The handcuffs had not bothered him—
he had them off in a few seconds. But the swiftly flowing
river had swept him along under the ice. This was something
he had not thought of. Luckily Houdini knew that between
ice and water there is always a narrow space. Floating on
his back, and keeping his nose in this breathing space, he had
managed to get enough air to keep himself alive until he found
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the hole. It was a terribly near thing.

There was another time when an English brewer
had an unusual idea. He challenged Houdini to escape from
ametal barrel filled with ale. Houdini had made hundreds of
escapes from all sorts of containers filled with water or milk.
Sometimes, to make it more difficult, he would be handcuffed
or would hang head downwards with his ankles in irons. So
he accepted this new challenge. But he was not used to the
smell of the ale, and the strong fumes were too much for
him. He just managed to push the lid off and was slipping
back, stupefied, into the ale, when his assistant pulled him
out in time to save him from drowning.

How Did He Do 1t?

The “secret” of Houdini’s escapes is still a secret,
but there are a few clues to his methods. He always had a
picklock (a small piece of wire with which he opened locks).
It was sometimes glued to the sole of his foot!

Perhaps the most important part of his skill was the
wonderful way in which he could control his muscles. Houdini
could make his wrists and ankles bigger when shackles were
being put on. Then he would let them go back to their normal
size to make his escape. His feet were so supple and he
could move his toes about so easily that it was like having a
second pair of hands. At dinner parties he sometimes tied a
dozen tight knots in a piece of string and dropped it on the
floor Then he slipped off his shoes and socks, and untied all
the knots with his toes!
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He trained like an athlete for his underwater escapes.
For months be practised swimming under water. He timed
himself with a stopwatch and gradually increased the time
he could stay under. In this way he strengthened his lungs.
He also hardened himself by taking colder and colder baths
until he could climb into a tank of icy water that would chill a
polar bear. For escapes from safe and sealed boxes in which
there was hardly any air to breathe, he learned to breathe
very slowly and make no unnecessary movements.

“My chief task has been to conquer fear” he once
said. “When I am manacled and nailed securely inside a
weighted packing case and thrown into the sea, or when I
am buried alive under six feet of earth, I have to keep
absolutely calm. I have to work with great skill and lightning
speed. If I grow panicky I am lost. The public sees only the
thrill of the finished trick. They have no idea of the hard
training that was needed to conquer fear.”

Through a Brick Wall

One of Hounidi’s most baffling tricks on the stage
was his feat of walking through a brick wall. Real bricklayers
came on the stage with their wheelbarrows, bricks and
mortar, and the audience watched them build a solid brick
wall. When it was finished it was ten feet high, twelve feet
long and a foot thick. Underneath it was a rug. Twelve people
were invited to come up from the audience to examine the
wall, and they made certain there was no way for Houdini to
get under, over or round it .
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Screens were set up on opposite sides of the wall.
Houdini then walked behind the screen on one side and called
out “Now I’m going .” Thirty seconds later he cried “ Here
I am,” and there he was on the other side of the wall. How
was it done?

When Houdini called “Now I’m going,” it was a
signal for the stage hands to release a trapdoor directly
beneath the wall. The rug sagged several inches—enough
to let the agile Houdini slither under the wall. Yet the trick
was performed so cleverly that not even his rival magicians
could guess how it was done. They could only join in the
applause which always greeted the greatest escaper of all
time—Harry Houdini, the Handcuff King.

s§g805050




www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 29

0030303803

05Bc58gof03: 1r8§0Ed §roadBodepad coabses
830> 9B §s[godorjogriesnd v68Egi§aopdn 3ES
o) odskfoiieny 920080081 egpe cavpasa[Tiicyacd(B:
soyra§iad copdaoegpdlg§aopdi a3 odsk8cd sonpacongd
23§§60000508 6l pmadandéoogdi o) 9096
226§28ie QN[O §8601E:928056000050§00503 g€
93[o5(gSe0dnclonpden

0880 65lE:an&:fG: clglgid5opdn godyE Boddepé
o9& B>} 9291688000 §oopdeorepdoad copifEs 928058
oopbi Baxopdcdpoopd(G: 928c550mpdn adaiEanedi(cRicd
0p3(B: 958607(G:0¢ 228053c3cdenro0pdn cr&gpStewIcd b
$p0295:8¢ qpodeamEogadaononpdajpd: [gdeaxefopé 0§aood
¢ ckodsreomnéronisé [gblogqopdi

op$oopdqlion ‘93888 cadofm 0§:030690p8

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

26 condané:

2008008qpdI 6§7056077 coepMEeNBEA 0P
[g8c0n[g§0pSn caxpoadp§zdel saefogéind cn8cbolentarn
0p3§é 6apc3El WeImEPId ME:M§eoné caRag$
52[gode3ado0pSi 6o o’ [§o5e305008a3chl woda3ad
G§s0EBcdapboogh Begncd capecaonddepad conss ogtod
o53Eumegplimecimndeaplisé 9E8EeomEardlogpdaopd
)36 60 wemmMEP:El 6o 9peaR,AEERRSI

90005 2003¢kg§decBeePMdEo et GEBEd
L3P m[gd [gaonecopdi afoSmeiagadogadi
godadreciey [gradadl B0Escdecd commdBeo0den3sE
6omEmMEaV0 9paRu50y o vcopbieamé: Beosigd'vp coph:
6om&: elgreay§oopdi vedEieon mfgnisgiecnn godarRd
Soepepisp3iop Sroadadon w§oderne Papogordeconcd
GaVteeRaom [gec§ioopdil opdegrcbeoy o wsEiiRw$
§¢ 0§re0§:008mei60p03 03(GiapSannanpd padadop
c20gd 2280558 95005055ke aogablgoopdi sacmopdm
RAR§eSie RAapdaoaradpd cocdeudelabidier:? o3y

20pSI
0d3logEeony $Bfmemimds cbieomigodayed
[Gesod §ordecndbon cvrdcB80508a3 elgnadgadadeé: .« «
“eupeomEmecor 6&:slad [god8§Elecon:”

“g§e0rs o&ifogpdedcdop”
§o0 QB adABodecdeu:dcdRdI 9398860 wod

BBm§0§:§¢ M§O§OMMEE96§7055F0E agazaopdi
885decnci§eon; m§r§om(gead [§§acdanopdi cod
Bbogearniigotgdaopdi Bdeons condBodenzm canRgses
ccofu g)oopdesratpé ajlgapodad ea[r3dediEicamniaornts
B [Gdecvooph ‘wabBod8gn’'vpeomn 3 Bcopd: d0acdod

sco0gdI

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 29

oBoba0b [Beayed
o 90005 0039$6§6§c000923] [§Ee05ES

IL

Bao[o3: ‘eeponod 18§ melopEiad Bavoqoopbl wemm
cgfragecmelpdd opagedop ‘02058 cp8F op 220pb3 PedfBioge
qodpopac3copd: sacsAd(don: 9rto5Baged
6020000

0p$26pd o&:dRrarneanms] eondeoldiep: o
Bodecoang) caepiad 9¢8EeenE [Frortecoanpdi cdego0d
Bipbgoch Bichooc) apSoogeiiieborion oEEckbaneS
o)Bean oo opdong o[036:ck d3ateay

§s§03E ‘6[03:¢ w0003t woSBc53gn
0de0ncd ckgdodE[pjsnodoglamican BB [god
§€dlepbearnn 8§esldadecoanpdi BroadcBodepien oofgo:
NSBBAE:8Eg) ©0699¢ 90590533 [gopScon[gé:
[g8oopbn 0880 ck85b90pe: [giodgedodep Jlogpbo§aood
GOoo 6aMM 03565 [A3oreutadasiogecoanpdi

2260800 6022000§§,03¢ 222000210060t CBEAIGHM
8800t [godeqeoan€ [3:0708E by Barolgoopdi elgdé
)€ o Booo corepdaddn Chepse 220r0d(Fiadadesl:
oBtecurepecrndsé cfgadiesléiad: oadegnéesadadoopden Go
8ge07E[ogpoopdi 1r8§ercopd: Berecda0d0) agpdeéadm
08$985¢ s00hckSsdeanndlogpesmdod ag§ogaddqoopdi o3
6205 090560RR03&EFRBLEN ROBaadrdeory ol
[ scdefopé 08aduSadpdlepd: egeoroopdi

oRe0ge B0EiRHes§ioige vplicgopdpeont
¢ 00gcd8Eammauniey efgplogoopd Beloggapm seoytide
BBRE 928055c3a5[g§opdi ecoréalsleogon op s0cder0n:
603 2$YAVBB: ca0rcdl odofd} ogpdidjsadio ol
co¢ 08630:{82¢B0P3BB5(gEsgdoopd 188 2Gapadan

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

06 condané:

39§ §88583030[o3cdcBoopbn 18 PABBBEQBa
Bodgomecpodeons gafgrilRro3cdepiadcled: sacyBian:
opic} a§e[oiagiad eyeolgodee ySamegadndeontagdi
Bre perocderenteoyrdaodeaniadcdad gtolBeroddorena:
603 I$$[g$oodeoEadodeantonpdi oy BercnBiapiienBe
2005ck85886077 600nE3EPcigrasi0d3eepadanslecoeorn

20pSI

cqgdfgEesmcdeapifgé:

Bl,208008[§,Beepadadadadé: v§oocdBefogd(grean
0eon4¢ ‘000§ 0p030p00ag 0p8Focpbecofoophn gialige
§porBa6a0ang0REma: ‘adegpicimce tieomiiafesd’
[g63 9205 pm[gdad32§3Gieso05 cqad§ooadBodad
[go5(gepbor eleglgroonionpdi BBeosd odadiqéeor; [qepdesss:
qebR¢ [g8sredl cqagren Segecoaopdi

o) coepion 3 BocdeusG oxfogclecosaopd Beood
0p8§moeaypl godcpdaopdi ap cpapiadeqdgéagé seeclod(o:
83[gdognieemé gaedl apad3Eadadaopdi

[g8mSimeagpaioré &:(mgpdes(zecooarepigo
p8p08copbes0pdi 188 05cB0dacbcdcdopbl cqdeq
203893 999§ 2080309600925 GEr50d0d B ogaBarEdH
Begr0d607 2doyadadudogrdEecncdesnt By qEm
06 [gdeg(ogo0pdn §68561 9318561 i858 CkS5dI 65205607
0058E[I eqedenmdenadeotmpdes [Brordegpé:a’
6qd33 gedado0pdi 0p5985en0E 188 eslEimenvicodd
¢0588¢ el anooghi eqes0308q88sdagfozpdoogdi

POBENB6q36qeamdE qd8sdc3ERBEesdoed
BFeen ¥§Coepotod ckgdBeupé:g B clopéad 922005
[gE:o0pdqiodopbaoepdgeoné gE8Ep3cBgdE vvpodeq

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 29

B3RS 08§ oy eeloEienddi 0g§dé:
203824008 [go508c30P8E Rl BeowS w§yean e
09, 736q3[gEesmndodenypadald agriecoopdi B32agIodad
[Pior€ecgiocon:dd Beoododermieayden eqgsseredl cqdapn
o3pep€ egeprodanecn: Clickecu:§es§ur oponaBaotgdaopdi
Befogréocdcocdar§ Bogricoden savtoasneslEimnderancd
q19S: e93[gEseedlod§epa} [g§opGrorcdarngqoopb sooogése
abemémea agabdggésodi

0d5p€emy 2888Bwrewdcdapmbewncim
B3:opbep 8dmnredlodarnaopdi Barsalgpdcopdconieors
opSdcBcopi8odamag cgaddEepSamt vp8fa opbeadds
3Cleadde 0gabearB 0o8slond§o§oods J@:Bodolenesnd
05305005(Gscopdomndp adefganiacif: cacdcBigomd
B0¢ 83e0pdi Belopéa)8sesacd cwadsadadoopb
Bewdacdogaraopdon wpSadBanlgéiensdad edgdeann
e3¢ 58Eqpde[geiolgdoopd 22039 §aooeEBa58 EG:
"¢2qEad:§E0pS00a3 [G§eagpaogaiep 00p3cde00dm
R0n&aBonneordeoronpdi BJepodagE BuxnsdBiecoqepdads:
[g00p5u

2pa5c3cp&oladén

88igodefgordy ‘ol 9obqodaprgn cwgoada}é
‘03,9050 [gbegadoE§aontoopdi Feond Bag§omeniey
0§,0060036072602, qoopdll 9 97600¢¢ BegPEMEaVINEP
2[golecp§oopdi c&3lord§op wokré eadg§mbamieny
§ooeSu

sfogoepercomntiaiign o A [pR05a0igpicd BcdBE oy
B§:88:005¢p:8E[gE:0E[gdon§epaopdi vr8§ 2wpdcvadcBod
c[gBodecdeanssl o adeamndocdsé elgmiEioddemiad
0B c33Gioncdanesnt eomm§on§EwpdSi 935658

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

00 condané:

26933 [§§egpad0deonns] :26§2E9g 03 sacgudonny god
083038 Epdi o efgeconddefgegpliopigr mag§eoR
copEioopli oo eogiesled qbep:8EoopSfgdep 928
BgdecdGlanncs [g8eseora0pd 0dslodd prosonder:§
[PRrecuiondegpliopé saciieny ordsladeconcbolx(B: exgeo0d
3 qcorBiogh o 8s5BicBonze ooz
egpliepis [§$elgegecy§oopd

6qEE0990056[gadaep: 920R0demR[gs MG}
IR0 BENMAN capoyEoopdi eqedBiondtesnt
e0lEepigoay¢aopdt 92§§905 $98B33E[reonc3ayag0d
08000806qe80053E3 [BiloploresdEarnesnardaopdi
)5pd:[g€ 0N 9250003 JBx{oFdEanesnnt ayéoraopdi cqes:
BepEaops: ppgpdes et mlgpSgpSioyamepegacdad:
g€ 08§ g§:0050ep:mGos gSragaeancdeor cgdeqadcyé
886$8E0pbordd[gdarnoopbi ccoapdcdoontear Sideangloi
gpra€oopd(B:8cdoonteannersldg sacpEi§ecugn clgposanncd
69800 ddl CkGkmeion§aopd Beasl§poaéecuad [gpd:
[geSionecotgyfs ecdsa8e0000pEepie 0dagerd8es2oE 0B
con00gdl

‘og$e0dod megpRiadiapde§ion eo3rao8oia?
28893530101 AB[BqpdBodedpd srevicop3crn:o)
620 @0¢29203805Gro€ S Boda 3 by msl§go(gdeo
£29EB0E[FP5E06a035030) 6§ozéiadcoplfs §3cdop
23l§gen[gdeo esléiesresatconiqooddi ogbiogdionCoycs
i8[godoadapbepiqoocdt 8odanop B34S [egogarened
0§30y $60058[gedcd [Greonre wuSmglgdagatogon
630580503 69mEZEY mudearardmepmmiEey pd3q
o3a307 eapdfogom eopcdopsl

083lp€8§an 920003Cleec3e: elgpdgtacoaogdi

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 2@
spo>§daenacig

0p8813ep3a0dm[gdal: o€orllgapodomdagn 990544
[g5B: 0r8ucbadonay(géod [gdoopdn cxmudal spodBaoent
0§2§0e1600 CVOdIR$EdsEapcdEm sdeoeMBe050E
64" 200S0raGi0§a00d 666205308 99055§[c5:03 wE30d
[3EE:{gdopdn Brogaieomens] mpc54den mlgégdsoddeol
200P:2009§6601 220000660§0pSI D §esNde 0al:
condea00m §oopdi

n88m 0§oddmapsodigdeancdad 8ddesl (G
c0gpodes0:dEonpli Bavepianesncdmi sedlo eomim
cpBrondectBoniaxies [§88E6[gd8Eecoap [o3pdlogaopd

$§10800508BRE 8§ 0§ 0m(03tep8c5adad
oopbi 0880 m§o§ommBenddadolayiadadGiesaod ‘o
6022005’ (REISABBRI 0gR§ 30056, Bonrdad
cepod§'or 6925305051 ASBSadooadi

n88m'miemreds’mesSadabwpdes sgeieo:
3 b[gé:[gdopdn 908 contecpepion 93055 §esa050p3
¢ §eofogSiadion odskeclodadygdeoiadodqoopdu
sodeeom $pbigpdiaBonjognianpdi vr8mapeiegpegpés
eoa3uda0R§0maB8807 apdGionwndadoniazailge: [gdoogdu
Beadpdender wdgdreaelopéomnes o§cdadedd
0Bl ABQodypsoepegtigtiod ‘slgelgaiegelgEss’
eomé [g83qecopdi g)Bei[gé wadBo58en(Bin8sa3
03 0loesd e’ v§odséeep§: (03B (medleco

6020000

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



0o

www.burmeseclassic.com

s§g805050

condané:




www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 00

MAN OVERBOARD !
20693060l9 oy8,op

g§gfoon8fdd

N -
ER



www.burmeseclassic.com

o condané:

Man Overboard |

Struggling alone in the Atlantic —
a young sailor who couldn't even swim

By CAPTAIN GEORGE H.GRANT

No one saw the boy fall. He had been clearing a
scupper and lost his balance. When he hit the water he fought
against the wild surge and suction along the ship’s hull. The
propeller missed him by inches. As the choking water eased
its pull on him, he broke the surface.

For a moment a feeling of relief came over him.
The mate must have seen him fall and he would be picked
up quickly. But the ship kept going at full speed, and he
threshed the water in panic, trying to overtake her.
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Suddenly he remembered something the captain had
said one day after boat drill: “If you ever get into a tight spot,
keep your head. If you panic, you’ll lose it as sure as this
vessel’s got a keel. You’ll run round and round like a chicken
with its head chopped off. So keep your head, and think !

The boy steadied the paddling of his hands and feet
and thought: ‘I didn’t know I could swim but I’m not sinking.
I’'m swimming.” He managed to kick off his heavy trousers
and boots. He realized then that he was paddling as he had
seen dogs do at the farm where he lived.

But the ship kept going away. He could barely see
her funnel and masts when he was heaved up on a high
wave. He looked anxiously all round, though he did not know
what for. There was nothing to see but the water and empty
sky. A breaking wave slapped him in the face, choking him.
Salt burned his eyes.

The Boy’s Lost !

The sailors were at breakfast when they missed the
boy. “Where is he?”” One asked. Another remarked: “Funny.
He never called the watch. I’d better go and look for him.”
He searched through the fo’c’sle and asked the men who
were lounging on the hatch amidships. His footsteps
quickened as his anxiety increased; his voice became sharp,
more demanding. “You’d better tell the captain,” someone
suggested.

The captain was talking to the third mate on the
bridge. His ship was on a safe course, a hundred miles off
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the Florida coast and steaming at full speed in the Gulf Stream.
The captain was making up time lost earlier on the voyage.
He turned to the sailor who raced up the ladder, shouting:
“Sir ! The boy. We can’t find him ! We’ve looked everywhere.
He’s lost !” —and he waved a hand out over the sea.

The captain summoned the first mate. The boy had
been on his watch early that morning.

The first mate recalled that he had ordered the boy
to clean the starboard scupper. What time? It was after the
boy brought coffee to the bridge—say about 7.10.

The captain glanced at his watch : 8.21. The ship
had been going for an hour and eleven minutes since the boy
fell in; that meant he was now eighteen miles astern. Quick
orders were issued. First some fuel oil was pumped on to the
sea. The ship held her course until the oil had laid a path
behind her. When that was clearly marked, the ship turned
and steamed back along the oil path exactly the way she had
come. “We have to go back twenty miles from here,” the
captain said. “That will take one hour and twenty minutes.
Watch the time!”

In the Waves

THE boy kept paddling slowly, facing in the direction
of the vanished ship. He was getting weaker and he wanted
to cry. He would have cried, but it was as if the captain was
before him on the deck again, speaking to the men. “The
sea’s a hard life. There are all kinds of dangers. You can’t
go running to the nearest shop for a piece of string or a box
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of nails when anything goes wrong. You’ve got to use your
head. Remember, more men get lost at sea by losing their
heads than for any other reason !”

It was all right for the captain to say that, he thought.
He had never fallen overboard. Or had he? He had been at
sea a long time; he must know what he was talking about.
The boy tried to think of himself as the captain, and he began
to say the things the captain had said, over and over again as
if talking to a group of men in the water around him. Then
broken waves washed over him, one after another. Half-

drowning and full of fear, he struggled in a smother of foam.
A Bobbing Head

The captain did not expect to find the boy. Cross
winds and currents send a ship off her course, and a head is
such a small thing to spot in a vast area of rough water. Men
panic and drown so quickly. What chances had a boy who,
he had been told, could not swim?

He glanced at his watch. A few minutes to go.

“Pass the word, we’re nearly there,” he said to the
third mate. “Reduce speed to slow.” His head swung
continuously from side to side, his eyes sweeping the sea,
pausing, moving on.

Suddenly he shouted: “Stop the engines ! Full astern

'37

! Stand by to get the boat away !” He had seen the tiny
head, bobbing up, sinking down, not more than a hundred
yards away.

The boy saw the ship stop, saw the lifeboat come

s§g805050




www.burmeseclassic.com

o6 condané:

towards him. Just as his ebbing strength seemed exhausted,
strong hands grabbed him. They pulled him over the gunwale
and laid him on blankets.

The boy looked at the faces of the men at the oars.
One shouted : “Swimming’! The sea’s for sailing boats on,
not swimming’ !”” Another said “You’re for it, my lad. The
Old Man’s sore. Three hours late and you’ve got to go
swimming’!”

He knew they were teasing him. He wanted to nod,
to smile, to let them know he understood; but he felt too sick
and he retched with pain. “Cut out the chatter,” the second

mate said. “We’ve got to get him back. Hurry!”
The Greatest Compliment

Half of this story was learned later, from the boy;
the other half was known to me from the beginning for, you
see, I was the ship’s captain.

When the ship was back on course I went down to
see the boy. Wrapped in blankets, he looked much younger
than his seventeen years. Tears came to his eyes and he
murmured : “Sir, I’m sorry if I’ve made you late.”

I cheered him up as best I could, and told him to
rest.

On the day before we reached port I asked him:
“You couldn’t swim and you were in the water over two and
a half hours. However did you manage to stay afloat?”

“You told me to, sir.”
“Idid?”
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“Yes, sir. You told me to use my head. You tell
everyone that, sir. And I knew you would come back.”
“How did you know that?”’ I asked.
He glanced up and said quietly, “Because you are
like that, sir.”
With those words, the boy paid me the greatest
compliment I have ever received.
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| Killed *"Moby Dick"®

By AMOS SMALLEY
(as told to MAX EASTMAN)

Of all the legends that have come down to us
from the great days of whaling, none is better known
than that of Moby Dick, the giant white whalethat brought
disaster to many sailors. Hisfameis due mostly to Herman
Melville's classic novel, Moby Dick, which was published
in 1851. In 1956 the book was made into a film, in which
Gregory peck played the part of the hero, Captain Ahab.

The story tellshow Ahab, a whaling captain, loses
a leg in a fight with the ferocious white whale, and
afterwards can think of nothing but having his revenge.
With a leg made from a whal€'s jawbone in place of his
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real one, Captain Ahab sails his ship, the Pequod, over
the oceans in search of Moby Dick. On the mainmast he
has nailed a gold doubloon, promising the valuable coin
to the first member of the crew to sight the whale on the
day heiskilled. Of every ship they mere on their travels,
Ahab asks the same question: “Has seen Moby Dick?”
At last, after sailing round three-quarters of the globe,
the Pequod finds the whale again. The battle between
ship and whale lasts three days, but it is the whale who
wins. Ramming the Pequod with hisforehead, Moby Dick
sends her to the bottom, and only one sailor survives to
tell the tale.

The legend of Moby Dick has been talked about
by sailorsfor over a century, but until now there has been
no written “proof” that he, or any whale like him, ever
really lived. There is one man, however, who remembers
meeting such an all-white whale, at little more than
arm’'slength. HeisAmos Smalley, an ex-harpooner living
today at Gay Head on Martha’s Vineyard Island,
Massachusetts. Other whalers have vouched for the truth
of the exciting story which this eighty-two-year-old Red
Indian tells here.

% % %

Since as early as I can remember my heart was set
on going whaling. I was born in 1877, at Gay Head, only
twelve miles from the port of New Bedford, Massachusetts,
which was the centre of the whaling industry. My father
had spent years as a steward in whaling vessels. My elder
brother Frankie was a boat-steerer (that’s the whaler’s name
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for harpooner), and I wanted to be one too. We boys used to
play at harpooning almost as soon as we could walk. We
would cut a long pole, throw a hat on the ground and say,
“Let’s see who can stick him first.”

I had heard enough about whales to know they were
the biggest creatures alive, and among the cleverest. My
brother had sailed to the Arctic and told me about the different
kinds of whale. There’s the “bowhead that would hide under
the ice when the boats came after him. Then there’s the
“right” whale—his tail is dangerous when you get in the way
of it and he whacks back. But the most vicious of all is the
sperm whale . He’1l fight with everything he’s got—head, tail
and jaws. His jaws are as wide as a room, and when he
closes them over a boat he crushes it like an eggshell. Or he
may lash out at you with his tail flukes. They’re broad and
flat and can sweep a man out of a boat quicker than you can
see him go. That’s what happened to a harpooner we all
knew. One second he was standing in the bow of the boat,
and the next second he was gone. All but his hat. They picked
that up and brought it home to his family.

The worst is a whale with white sports. There used
to be all sorts of talk about that. Some said the white was
scars of harpoon wounds. Others thought it was old age or
the sign of a real killer. “When you see a ‘white one, look
out!” Whaling men warned. “He’s a brute. He’s out to get
you.”

When I was fifteen I persuaded my father to let me
sign on with the Pearl Nelson , a two-masted whaling
schooner out of New Bedford. I felt pretty grown-up ---until
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the first night out. I spent that whole night awake in my bunk
crying, I was so homesick and seasick:

Life aboard was pretty rough. There were twenty—
four of us in the fo’c’sle. Stowed in little bunks one above
the other. Cockroaches were everywhere. The food was
nearly always the same: salt meat, “hard tack”™ biscuits, hot
coffee sweetened with treacle. Every four to six months we
would touch at a port—in Barbados, St.Michael in the Azores,
St.Nicholas in the Cape Verde Islands—and then for a few
days we would have fresh vegetables and meat

I came home from that first voyage—it lasted three
years—with about four pounds and the rank of steward.

My First Whale

My next voyage, I shipped on the Platina, a three-
master of 360 tons. I said to the captain, Thomas McKenzie:
“I want to get on a little, Captain. I don’t want to ship again
as a steward. I want to steer a boat.

Captain McKenzie, a big blond man, well on in years
but still strong and tough, looked me over with care, “Well,”
he said finally, “you Gay Headers make good boat-stirrers.
But what we need is a steward. I'l] tell you what we’ll do.
We’ll ship you as steward to ‘prevent’ a boat-steerer.” (That
meant I would take the place of a boat-steerer in case one
missed a whale and lost his job.)

When we were down in the River Plate area off the
southern end of South America, one of the stirrers missed a
right whale. The captain was at the masthead and saw it. He
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said to me : “Steward, the next time we raise a whale, you get
in the bow of that boat.”

It was a week before another whale was sighted.
“Now, young fellow,” Captain McKenzie boomed at me as
we were about to lower the boats, “you harpoon that whale
or I’m going to kick you all over this deck !”” I don’t know if
I was more scared of the whale or the captain’s boots.

I got into the first boat behind the mate. Those
whaleboats were thirty feet long, fitted out with oars, paddles,
sail and all the gear needed for harpooning. Three boats were
usually lowered : one to “go on” the whale; the second to
come up after he was harpooned, to help handle him; the
third to pick up any men injured or thrown into the water.

The captain had gone up to the masthead, where he
set his flag to signal us directions. If he slacked it right off,
that meant that we were to go to leeward. When it went
clear to the top, the whale was up spouting. My place was in
the bow of our boat, rowing the “harper’s oar”; the mate
steered and gave orders from the stern.

That day there turned out to be two large sperm
whales, abreast. This worried me. Lots of times you can slip
up on a whale without him seeing you. His eyes are so far
back and low down and small, that he can’t see much beyond
his enormous forehead or the bulge of his body behind. You
can go up to him from the front at an angle up to ten degrees
and he won’t spot you; from the rear you have as much as
forty or fifty degrees. Either way was difficult with two whales
so close together, for the slightest movement towards one
might be seen by the other. To give me the best chance for a
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right-handed throw, the mate steered the boat between the
whales from the rear. I was to attack the one on the left.

As we drew close I stood up, braced myself with
my left knee in the bows, and held the harpoon ready to
throw the instant I got the order “Give it to him.” The whale
was about ten feet from the boat— a good distance—and a
little below the surface, his black body glistening greenish
through the water. When the mate gave me the word, I threw
the harpoon into the whale with all my strength.

“I’m Fast !”

The Razor-Sharp iron pierced the blubber. It carried
a small grenade with it, and seconds later I heard the muffled
“pung, pung” of an explosion deep inside.

Meanwhile, the line running from the shaft of the
harpoon to the boat began paying out. It was coiled in two
large tubs—150 fathoms of it. This whale took some ten
fathoms—and stopped.

“I’'m fast !” I cried, and the mate and I changed
places. That is, I went to the stern to steer, and he came
forward with his shoulder gun to finish off the whale with a
couple of shots if necessary.

A whale can fight for a long time, and this one gave
us a rough half-hour. We expected him to dive, as many
whales do when they’re hit. We were ready to cut loose if
he went too deep, to keep from being dragged down with
him. But he just stood on his tail and lashed his head, snapping
his gigantic jaws. Anything that got within twenty feet on
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either side would have been crushed to pulp. I knew then
why a harpooner is called a boat-steerer: harpooning a whale
is nothing compared to steering the boat after he starts
fighting.

For the rest of the voyage I was in boat every time
a whale was sighted. Once I came near getting into real
trouble. A big sperm whale had “sounded” (dived deep). 1
was in the bow, my harpoon ready, when suddenly he came
up right in front of me, his jaws wide open. I was terrified
when I saw that mouthful of teeth. But I steadied myself,
and when the harpoon struck, he set out on a “Nantucket
sleigh ride” that nearly drowned us all. That’s when a whale
with a good iron in him takes the whole 150 fathoms—900
feet—of line in both tubs and runs away with the boat.

That whale must have towed us at twenty to twenty-
five miles an hour. We had to bail for dear life to keep from
going under.

I had been at home only a short time after that voyage
when I learned the Platina was sailing again in July. I signed
on. The chief mate had first pick of the stirrrers, and he
chose me for his boat. He was a small, humpbacked, excitable
man, with anose as red as anew brick. His name was Andrew
West, and he used to call me “Old Tomahawk.”

In the summer of 1902, our second year at sea, we
were cruising in the Western Grounds south of the Azores
when, about five o’clock one afternoon, the man at the
masthead sang out : “There she’s blowing—blow—blow—
blow !”

Captain McKenzie was up from his supper
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immediately. “Where away?” He shouted.

“On the port bow,” came the reply.

“How far off?”

“About a mile.”

“It’s a sperm,” he said with his first glance. You can
tell a sperm whale by the “spout” it sends up when it comes
to the surface to breathe. It looks like a fountain in the sea,
low, bushy and slanted forward.

“Get your boats ready,” he shouted.

Andrew West and I got in our boat and waited for
the order to lower. You never lower while the whale is up
spouting; the least slap on the water will reach him like a
telephone call. He stayed up about an hour, then sounded.
That gave us time to lower and get to where we thought he
was likely to come up for air.

We were not more than half a mile from the ship
when the mainmast flag went right to the top, telling us the
whale was up.

In a few minutes we could see his hump, still a good
way ahead. “Row like blazes !” West urged the crew. He
was worried lest the whale should sound again before we
got to him. It would probably be dark when he came up.

Suddenly, as we drew near the whale, Andrew West
spoke in a voice I’ll never forget: “That whale is white !
He’s white all over !”

I stared hard. The whale was not a hundred yards away,
but with the twilight closing in, all I could see was the foamy
crests of the waves splashing over him.

West was getting more and more excited. “He’s a
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devil, Smalley !”” he warned. “Look out—he’s white all over!”

The White Killer

The men were frightened now, too. Some of their
faces looked almost as white as the whale. West beckoned
to me to stand up. I took my place in the bow and lifted the
harpoon. Then I saw him, the full bulk of him, every inch of
him whiter than the spray that was breaking round him.

I remembered the stories I had heard as a boy. Only
this wasn’t just a whale with white spots. He was an all-
white whale! 1 also remembered Captain McKenzie and
his big boots and the things he said when you failed to do
your job. It was my job to harpoon that whale, white or black,
and I braced myself to do it.

Now came what was almost a stammer from
Andrew West: “Give it to him, Old Tomahawk !

I got my iron into him all right, or thought I did. But
seconds passed. I leaned forward listening for the sound of
the grenade exploding. Finally I heard the muffled “pung,
pung” far down inside.

There was a quick flurry on the surface, and the water
shot up like a fountain as the whale went down, straight down,
taking the line fast. Everybody in the boat was tense, thinking
he was going to drag us down with him. I reached for the
knife in case we had to cut ourselves loose, but in the grey
dusk I could hardly see the rope. Down, down he went, taking
out twenty fathoms. Then he stopped, and we waited—
breathless.
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A few days before, a whale had sounded the same
way, and then had come straight up into the bottom of the
boat. The boat had lifted up ten feet in the air and come
down in two pieces. I had shot out of my place in the bow
and landed in the water only a few feet from where his jaws
were chewing up what was left of the boat. I couldn’t swim
a stroke, and can’t yet, but I got hold of an oar and floated
with the others until the second boat picked us up.

That’s the kind of thing we were expecting, or
something worse, while this white monster, raging with pain,
was sulking beneath us. He was ninety feet long, three times
the length of our boat, and he was unnatural. In my mind’s
eye, I saw him lashing up the whole ocean with us in it, when
suddenly the line sagged and West cried, “Haul in your slack!”

We hauled in the line, keyed up for the battle ahead.
But the whale came up slowly and quietly. He came up nose
first and just floated there. If he had done any threshing around
at that moment the chances are we’d have been in the ocean
with him. Then suddenly his whole head broke the surface,
the line jerked so that it took all of us to hold it, and the air
was filled with a heavy roar as blood gushed from his spout-
hole. In a few minutes he was lying there dead.

West came forward, shoulder gun ready, and I
stepped back to the stern. He gave one long look and lowered
his gun. “Smalley,” he said, “you done well. You put your
iron right over his heart. You killed him.”

We just gazed at the huge, white creature floating in
the blood-red water. “Never saw anything like that,” was
about as much as was said.
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Splice the Mainbrace

The Platina, not more than half a mile away, headed
down on us as soon as we put up the blue flag to signal that
the whale was dead. Captain McKenzie stood at the rail,
watching carefully. When I came aboard, he looked me
straight in the eye and said nothing. That was the highest
compliment I could have had. He would have said a good
deal if he hadn’t been pleased.

“All hands aft to splice the mainbrace,” the captain
called out. He disappeared below and came up with a big
jug, the kind you use on a washstand. One by one we filed
past, and he poured out for each of us a good drink of raw
New England rum that we drank in a gulp. When it came to
my turn, he gave the pitcher an extra tilt, then handed me my
mug with a little nod.

That night, and many a one since, I thought about
that white whale, and what he might have done if I hadn’t
killed him first crack. But I didn’t know there was a story
about it until thirty-five years later when Marcus Jernegan, a
professor of history and himself the son of a whaling captain,
came up to my house at Gay Head and asked me about
“Moby Dick.” From him I heard the story that whalers used
to tell some fifty years before my time, of a white sperm
whale that raged around the Pacific Ocean and was more
ferocious than anything ever met on land or sea.

Then, in 1956, John Huston and Gregory Peck invited
me to the opening of their film, Moby Dick, and introduced
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me as the man who killed him. I don’t know if it was Moby
Dick I killed. I do know, though, that whales sometimes move
from ocean to ocean. I also remember Captain McKenzie

saying when he examined the worn-down teeth of my white
whale : “He’s at least a hundred years old and might well be

29

two.
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HUNTER

The thrilling, real-life adventures of
a man who was a big-game hunter
in Africa for forty-five years

By J.A HUNTER

There was a legend in our family that our name
“Hunter” was taken from the profession of an ancestor of
long ago, and certainly the love of hunting ran in our veins.
But what was merely a sport to the rest of the family was
the very breath of life to me.

When I was eight, I borrowed Father’s shotgun while
he was out one day. That day I nearly shot my foot off. I
was stalking partridge and in my excitement I happened to
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squeeze the trigger. When Father heard what had happened,
he was very angry but he did not forbid me to use the gun.
Soon I learned to handle it correctly, and with it I shot wild
geese near our home in the south of Scotland.

As 1 grew older, some of the country folk introduced
me to poaching. Many’s the dark night I crawled through
cover, listening for the keeper’s footfalls. The keepers carried
guns and were not slow to use them, putting the life of a
pheasant or a rabbit higher than that of a man. But this only
made the sport more exciting, and the practice I got as a lad
dodging keepers stood me in good stead years later when I
came to stalk big game.

When I was eighteen my parents arranged for me
to go and stay with a distant cousin who had a farm in Kenya,
near Nairobi.

“This trip will either make or break you, John,” my
father said. “You will have none of our dull ways and want
adventure. Very well, lad, here is your adventure. It will be
hard in Africa but if you come back with your tail between
your legs, never let me hear more of you fine talk. You will
have been beaten, my lad, and from then on you must settle
down to an honest job.”

A few weeks later I embarked for East Africa, and
after a long voyage reached Mombasa. To a raw Scottish
lad it was like being set down in the middle of the Arabian
Nights. For the first time I saw palm trees growing, walked
through native bazaars with leopard hides hanging up for
sale, and watched half-naked savages coming in from the
jungle. In the bay, Arab dhows were setting sail across the
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Indian Ocean to Bombay.

The train to Nairobi travelled through great open
plains dotted with herds of wild game. A hunter’s dream
come true. I went nearly mad with excitement watching the
strange beasts raise their heads calmly to watch the train go
by.

At Nairobi I stood on the platform feeling very lonely.
My cousin was supposed to meet me there and I longed to
see him. Then along the platform came striding a huge giant
of a man with two revolvers strapped to his sides like an
American cowboy. As I stared, he walked up to me and
bellowed, “Are you John Hunter?”

“I am,” said I, beginning to regret it.

“I’m your cousin,” he said roughly, “Get in the
wagon.”

My cousin’s ranch was some twenty miles away I
stayed there for as long as I could, remembering what my
father had said about coming back with my tail between my
legs. But after three months I could stand it no longer. The
place was in a miserable state and my cousin’s brutality was
sickening; he kicked and struck his native boys seemingly
for the pleasure of it. Getting a ride from a friendly farmer, I
returned to Nairobi.

What little money I had was in a bank in Nairobi,
and there I went to get enough for my return passage. The
man behind the counter was a Scotsman like myself, and it
turned out that I knew his brother very well. When he heard
I was beaten and ready to go home, he would have none of it.

“A Scotsman is never licked, lad,” he told me. “I
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have a friend on the railway and he’ll give you a position as
guard. That will tide you over until you find something more
toyour liking.”

I soon found that as a railway guard I had a fine
opportunity for shooting. I carried an old rifle my father had
given me, and whenever we passed a likely-looking lion or
leopard, I would lean out of the train window and bag him.
Then I’d stop the train, jump out with a native boy and skin
the beast. The engine-driver was a good sport—he would
toot the whistle when there was game about.

One day the engine-driver gave off a volley of toots.
I looked out and saw a herd of elephants grazing in the brush.
I had never seen an elephant before but I grabbed my rifle
and jumped off the train. The engine-driver hurried after me.
“I only meant you to look at them, not try to shoot one,” he
said.

Together we stole up on the herd. I had enough sense
to stalk them from down wind and they had no idea what we
were about. As we came up with them, the herd moved to
graze between us and the train. The engine-driver begged
me not to shoot. “We’ll be caught in the middle of a stampede.
Let’s get out of here,” he pleaded.

I was not leaving without a shot, so I aimed for the
shoulder of a bull with a nice pair of tusks and squeezed the
trigger. The next instant elephants were running in all directions,
trumpeting and screaming. The ground shook under us and
some of them passed so close it seemed as though I could
have touched them. When the dust had settled, I found that
my bull had not dropped. The engine-driver would not help
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me track him, so we went back to the train.

But my shot had told better than I thought. On our
journey the next day I saw the dead bull lying not far from
the tracks. I stopped the train and collected the tusks. I got
thirty-seven pounds for them, which was more than I made
in two months as a guard. For the first time I realized that it
was possible for a man to make his living as a hunter—and a
very good living, too.

Lion Hunting in Masailand

I began my hunting career by shooting lions for their
hides. After a while I became what is called in Africa a
“white hunter”; that is a professional hunter and guide.

For the next twenty years I guided sportsmen in the
jungle and helped to keep down game that had become a
nuisance or a threat to the natives. It was in the nineteen-
twenties, when I began doing this second job for the Kenya
Game Department, that I saw my first Masai spear hunt.

The Masai are a warlike tribe of herdsmen whose
homeland is a great, high plain in the centre of Kenya. They
are also a nation of spearmen, scorning bows and arrows as
the tools of cowards who are afraid to close with their
enemies. The young warriors of the tribe are called the
moran. For sport, the moran amuse themselves by killing
lions with their spears—a feat I would have considered well-
nigh impossible.

In the old days, the Masai lived mostly by raiding
other tribes. When the British Government put a stop to these
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raids, the Masai were forced to raise more cattle as a means
of livelihood. Partly through the overcrowding caused by the
larger herds, a terrible disease called rinderpest swept the
district and cattle died by the thousands.

Lions quickly became scavengers, and with the plains
littered by the carcasses of cattle, these big cats increased
greatly in numbers. Weakling cubs that would have died
without this plentiful food grew up instead, and in a short
time the Masai country was overrun with lions.

When there were no more dead cows lying about,
the lions turned to live cattle. The Masai sallied out with
spear and shield to defend the precious remains of their herds,
but for every lion killed, one or two of the young moran
were mauled.

A wound made by a lion almost always causes blood
poisoning. Thus even a slight scratch often means death to a
native. So many of the warriors died after these lion hunts
that the elders of the tribe had to ask the government for
help.

Captain A.T.A. Ritchie, head of the Kenya Game
Department, decided that I was qualified for the task and
gave me three months to kill the trouble some lions and bring
the lion population under control. I was allowed to keep the
hides for my pay.

To hunt lions, you must understand how they think
and behave. A man can understand dogs, for they think much
as humans do. But a lion is a cat and cats are uncertain,
moody creatures. Weather has a great effect on them:
rainwater makes them nervous, energetic and keen, very
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dry weather makes them lazy and uninterested. There are
many cases of men meeting lions and scaring them off by
shouting at them, yet I have also seen a lion charge a lorry
and nearly knock it over in his attempts to get at the men
inside. Lions hunt mainly at night and the darker the night,
the more likely lions are to be about.

They are fairly sociable animals and like to live and
sometimes hunt in groups, called “prides.” Lions on the hunt
speak to each other in deep grunts that carry like a
ventriloquist’s voice. It is almost impossible to tell where the
noise comes from. Lions very seldom roar; I have heard the
true roar only a few times in my life. At night they stampede
the game by their hunting grunts and send it towards a spot
where the other lions are waiting. Of course, if they can see
their quarry, they will stalk and leap upon it much as any cat
does.

The first Masai I met were rather amused when I
told them I had come to kill lions. The warriors said I would
have trouble killing lions with nothing but a gun. A spear, they
declared, was a proper weapon to use on a lion.

To try me out, they told me of two lions not far from
my camp, and led me to the dry bottom of a ravine. The floor
of the ravine was covered with sand and the Masai easily
began tracking. We rounded a bend in the winding ravine
and saw before us two lions lying stretched out like big cats.
They both rose and stood glowering at us.

The two moran stood with their spears upraised,
waiting for the charge. A noble sight. I took quick aim for the
chest of the larger cat and fired. He reared as the bullet
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struck, grunted and fell heavily on his side. His companion
promptly bolted into some heavy bush on the left bank of the
ravine.

We followed him up and began to throw stones to
bring him out. Suddenly the bushes swayed violently and the
lion burst out and came for me. He was bunched up almost
in a ball, his ears flattened back and his back arched. He
seemed to fly through the air.

There are few sights in nature more terrible than
that of a charging lion. He comes at a speed close to forty
miles per hour, reaching top pace the instant he takes off. A
man standing only thirty yards or so away cannot afford to
miss. A full-grown lion weighs some 450 pounds and, if he
reaches you with the full force of his charge, he will knock
you down as easily as you overturn a mushroom with your
foot.

I fired, and the bullet hit the lion fairly between the
eyes. He dropped without a quiver. The two Masai went
into a war dance of delight. All their doubts about guns had
disappeared.

As word of this and similar exploits spread, I was
soon besieged by Masai runners who had come for miles to
beg me to kill their lions. Each runner made wild claims for
his particular district, and one told me that near his village
the lions were more numerous than leaves on the trees. It
seemed that
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“ANY ANIMAL YOU WANT”

At one time | was chosen to guide an expedition
sent out by the Kensington Natural History
Museum to collect animals from the great Ituri
Forest in the Belgian Congo. The pygmies who
live there were so eager to please us that they
cheerfully promised to bring usany sort of animal
we might mention. | had a book with pictures of
big-game animals from all over the world, and |
started turning the pages to show the pygmies
what animalswe wanted. Thelittle men were most
helpful, even pointing to pictures of the American
moose and the Scottish antlered deer, asking me
if 1’d care for one or two of those animals! The
best joke came when | happened to turn to a page
showing an Arctic walrus. The smallest of the
hunters pointed a finger at the pictures and said,
“Ah, | know that animal well. He lives in the
deepest part of the forest and comes out only at
night. He is very fierce and kills men with those
great tusks of hisin order to eat them, but if you
wish, I'll catch one for you.” Needless to say, we
didn’t keep him to his promise !

No matter where I went I was sure to find plenty of lions,
and my services would be welcome.

I received a snub, however, when I was staying in a
small Masai community not far from Lake Magadi. The night
before, a lion had jumped the twelve-foot boma (thornbush
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fence) that surrounded the village, seized a cow, and leaped
back over the barrier with the cow in his mouth. I know it
sounds hard to believe, as the cow probably weighed twice
as much as the lion. Yet a male lion can perform this feat
with no more trouble than a fox has in carrying off a chicken.
The lion gets partly under the carcass and shifts the weight
on to his back while still holding the cow’s throat in his mouth.

I was ready to start out on the lion’s trail the next
morning, but the moran in this community told me that my
help was not needed. They would handle this lion themselves.
At that time, I hardly believed that a group of men could kill
an adult lion with spears. I asked if I could go with them and
bring my gun. Permission was politely granted me, and I
never doubted that it would fall to my lot to kill any lions we
might find.

We started off at daybreak. I followed the spearmen.
There were ten of them—magnificent-looking men, slender
but finely muscled, not one under six feet. To give their
limbs free play, each man removed his one garment, the long
piece of cloth worn draped over the shoulder, and wrapped it
round his left arm. The men carried their brightly-painted
shields balanced on their shoulders. Their spears were in
their right hands, and tied at their waists were their double-
edged simis, heavy knives about two feet long. The warriors
wore their ostrich-plume headdresses as though going into
battle, and bracelets of fur round their ankles. Otherwise,
they were completely naked.

We picked up the spoor (trail) of the lion, and the
moran began to track. The lion had fed on the cow during
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the night and was lying up in some dense bushes. The moran
threw stones into the bushes until the lion’s savage growls
showed he had been hit. Then the bushes began to shake,
and suddenly the lion burst out a hundred yards from us and
went bounding away across the plains.

At once the Masai were after him, giving their wild
cries as they sped through the tall, yellow grass. The lion,
still heavy with his great meal, did not run far. He stopped
and turned at bay. The spearmen spread out to encircle him.

The lion allowed the men to come within forty yards.
Then I could tell that he was preparing to change. His head
was held low, just above his outstretched fore- paws. His
hindquarters were slightly arched so that he could bring his
rear legs well forward and get the greatest spring behind his
rush. He began to dig his claws into the ground, much as a
sprinter digs in with his spiked shoes to make sure he does
not slip when he makes his first stride.

I watched the lion’s tail. Just before he charges, a
lion always twitches the tasselled-tip of his tail three times.
On the third twitch he comes for you, going so fast he seems
only a small part of his real size.

The spearmen knew as well as I did that the lion
was preparing to attack. In a single movement, all their spear
arms moved back together for the cast.

The men were so tense with excitement that their
taut shoulder muscles twitched slightly, making ripples of
sunlight play along the spear blades.

Suddenly the tip of the lion’s tail began to twitch.
One ! Two ! Three ! Then he charged for the ring of
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spearmen. At once half a dozen spears leaped through the
air towards him. I saw one plunge into his shoulder, but the
lion never paused in his stride.

In his path stood one of the moran, a youngster on
his first hunt. The boy never flinched. He braced himself to
meet the charge, holding his shield in front of him and swaying
back slightly so as to put the whole weight of his body into
his spear thrust. With one blow the lion knocked the young
moran’s shield out of his hand as though it were cardboard.
Then he reared up, trying to sweep the boy towards him
with his outstretched paws.

The boy drove his spear a good two feet into the
lion’s chest. The mortally wounded beast sprang on him, and
the young warrior went down under the weight of the great
cat.

Instantly all the other moran were round the dying
lion. It was too close quarters for spears, so the men used
their simis. In a matter of seconds the lion was dead.

‘I treated the wounded boy. His wounds were truly
frightful yet he did not seem to mind them at all. I sewed him
up with a needle and thread and e paid no more attention
than if I were patting him on the back. I hope the lad
recovered. He certainly held top honors for the day.

The masai believe that the bravest thing a man can
do is to grab a lion by the tail and hold the animal so the other
warriors can close in with their spears and Simis. Any man
who performs this feat four times is given the title of
melombuki, and ranks as a captain. I doubt if more than
two out of a thousand Masai ever become melombuki,
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although the competition to gain this honor is very keen.

I have seen several of these “tail pullings” during
Masai lion hunts and it is a wonder to me that the men who
try it ever come out alive.

I remember one hunt in which fifty or more spear—
men took part. They had cornered a lion and a lioness in a
small clump of bush. As the circle of yelling warriors closed
in, the hidden animals began to growl. Then, without any
warning, the larger of the lions broke from the cover and
made a rush for freedom. He headed straight for two moran,
who raised their spears and prepared to meet his charge.

But the big male wished only to escape. He gave a
mighty bound straight over the heads of the two spearmen,
spinning one of them round with a blow from his side.

The lioness was now clearly visible in the bush, giving
grating roars. As the moran came to within ten yards of her,
spears began to fly. One of the spears struck her and she
came out with a scream of rage and pain. For an instant she
stood up on her hind legs, pawing the air like the crest on a
coat of arms. Then she dropped to bite at the spear in her
side. At that moment, one of the moran threw down his
spear and, rushing forward, grabbed her by the root of her
tail.

A moran never grabs a lion by the tasselled end of
the tail. A lion can make his tail as stiff as a gun barrel, and a
man would be swept aside by a single jerk.

At once the moran’s comrades dashed in, slashing
with their simis. The lioness was digging her hind feet into
the ground to push herself forward, and the tail-puller was
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dragging her back. Suddenly the lioness went on her hind
legs again, striking left and right with her paws at the men
round her. Although I saw her blows go home, the men never
flinched.

They told me afterwards that they never feel any
pain at the time of mauling—they are at too high a pitch of
excitement. Apparently neither does the lion. Both sides
continue to fight until one drops from loss of blood.

Slowly the lioness fell to the ground. Then all I could
see were the flashing blades of the simis. Afterwards, I did
what I could for the men injured in the fight.

The spearmen have told me that a lion’s most
dangerous weapon is neither his teeth nor his claws proper
but the “dewclaws” on the inside of his forelegs. These extra
claws are about two inches long and roughly correspond to a
man’s thumbs. Curved and very sharp and strong, they are
usually kept folded against the legs, but the lion can extend
them so that they stand out almost at right angles. A lion
slashing with them can rip a man open with one blow.

Today, the government has fobidden the great Masai
lion hunts which were usual when I first came to their country.
Too many of the young men were killed. There are few people
alive who ever saw one of these desperate encounters.

At the end of three months in the Masai country I
started back to Nairobi with two oxcarts full of lion hides. In
ninety days, I had shot eighty-eight lions and ten leopards.

Rogue Elephant

Two natives were returning to their village one
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evening when they saw a great black mass standing
motionless in the shadows of the huts. The men shouted to
scare the thing away. At once the mass left the shadows and
charged them at fearful speed. Then the men saw it was a
huge bull elephant.

They ran for their lives, each going in a different
direction. One man was wearing a red blanket and that blanket
caused his death, for the elephant followed him. The villagers
cowering in their huts hearted screams as the elephant caught
the man. The great brute killed his victim and went away.

I was guiding two Canadian sportsmen through the
Aberdare Forest in Kenya when runners arrived from the
chief of the victim’s village to ask my help in killing the
elephant. It was a “rogue” elephant that had been destroying
farms and terrorizing the district for many months. My two
sportsmen agreed that I should start back at once with the
runners. With me I took Saseeta, my native gun bearer.

When we arrived at the village; Ngiri, the chief, told
me that the natives were afraid to venture into the shambles,
as their maize fields are called, and many of them would not
even leave their huts. The rogue moved from village to village,
destroying the maize fields as he went, and unless he were
killed the villagers would be in a sorry plight indeed.

With Saseeta, I went out to look for the body of the
dead native. Well do I know how the man felt as he zigzagged
and doubled, trying to throw off his pursuer, for I have often
been chased by elephants. It is like running in a nightmare,
for the wait-a-bit thorns hold you back and the creepers pull
at your legs while the elephant goes crashing after you like a
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terrier after a rat. Each second you expect to feel that snaky
trunk close about your neck.

We found what was left of the body. The elephant
had carried off the red blanket. This was not the first time I
had heard of a native dressed in red being attacked by an
elephant and I believe the color must attract them.

Ngiri advised me not to start out that day, as the
elephant was certain to raid another village during the night
and we would save time by following the fresh tracks in the
morning. Sure enough, just before dawn a runner arrived to
tell us that the rogue had destroyed the precious maize crop
of a village some five miles away.

In this village Saseeta and I picked up the bull’s spoor.
It led us towards the deepest part of the great Aberdare
Forest. We struggled through a belt of dense bamboo while
monkeys bounded away through the trees about us, and came
to a clearing where natives had been cutting wood. I was
disappointed to see how the bull had shied away from the
hated man smell, knocking the bamboos aside as he raced
off through the grove. An elephant that has no fear of human
scent at night in shambles will often grow panicky when he
smells man in the jungle.

After following the tracks up a very steep slope, we
came to a high ridge where we had to crawl on hands and
knees through a tangle of briers and stinging nettles. Suddenly
a crackling sound came from ahead. The bull was feeding in
a grove of bamboo only a few feet away.

Once in the bamboo, we could stand upright, and
we walked carefully towards the noises. The wind was
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uncertain, blowing first from one direction, then the other,
and there was no way we could be sure of keeping downwind
of the elephant. I knew we must be almost up with him but I
could see little through the tall stalks of bamboo hemming us
in on every side.

Saseeta stopped and pointed towards our left. I could
still see nothing, but I raised my rifle and held my breath,
waiting for a shot.For a few moments there was absolute
silence. Then we heard the bamboos crack and sway as the
bull turned and ran through the grove at full speed. Saseeta
and I looked at each other in great disappointment. The breeze
had given the elephant our scent.

NO “ELEPHANT GRAVEYARD”

Old time hunters, wondering why so littleivory is
ever picked up in the forest, explained it by
inventing the story of an “elephants graveyard”
—a mysterious hidden spot where all elephants
go when they know that they are about to die.
Actually, there is no such place. Porcupines are
oneof thereasonswhy solittleivoryisfoundlying
about in the jungle. There must be something in
the ivory that attracts them, for | have known
two porcupines gnaw a ninety-pound tusk down
to a five-pound stump. | have often found the
skeletons of dead elephantsin the jungle, but the
bones do not last long; they are soon destroyed
by boring beetles or the occasional brush fires
that quickly reduce dry bones to ashes.
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Though by now it was about five o’clock and the
sun was beginning to drop, we followed the tracks for another
hour and again heard the bull moving through the bamboo.
Suddenly I saw a shadowy shape in front of us. I stopped
dead and slowly raised my rifle. In the thick cover I could
not tell head from tail. I wanted badly to fire but was afraid
of only wounding him. Then another sudden breeze swept
through the bamboos, and in an instant the bull had got our
scent and was gone.

I felt a sickly feeling. If I had fired I might have
brought him down. But if I had only injured him, he might
have killed us both in the thick cover or raced off with the
pain of the wound driving him for miles before he stopped. A
wounded elephant is a terrible creature and I never like to
shoot unless I can be sure of a kill.

Seseeta and I slowly toiled back to the camp. In the
village, everyone was disappointed at my failure. Hardly a
word was spoken.

After I had eaten my supper, I could regard the whole
business more calmly. The failures make hunting worth while.
If you won every time, there would be no thrill in it.

Next morning a runner rushed into camp. During
the night the bull had raided another shamble three miles
away.

Saseeta and I started off at once. When we reached
the raided village, some of the natives volunteered to come
with us as guides. We picked up the bull’s trail. By now, I
knew every toenail in his huge feet and was beginning to
hate the sight of them. We followed him as fast as we could
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go, but by noon we had entered some of the worst cover it
has ever been my lot to hunt in. Bamboo shoots and fallen
stems were woven almost into a mat. Stumps of dead trees
lay across the trail, some four feet high. They were hard to
climb and worse to crawl under. Moving quietly was
impossible.

We came to a spot where the bull had lain down to
sleep. This was lucky, for if he had kept going, we would
never have caught up with him. Later we paused by a
mountain stream and saw where he had been pulling up
bracken with his tusks to get at the roots which seem to act
as a medicine for the great beasts. While we were checking
signs, one of our native guides darted back to say he had
heard a noise in the bamboo ahead of us. Saseeta and I
moved forward as quietly as possible. The wind was steady
now and in our favor. We moved slowly through the high
stalks. Then we heard the ripping noise of bamboo being
torn apart. The bull was right ahead of us. He could not hear
us above the noise of his own feeding and, if the wind held,
we had him.

I saw his trunk appear above the stalks and pull down
a particularly juicy tip. I crept along, trying to see through the
stalks ahead and at the same time watch where I put my
feet. Saseeta kept behind me, all the time testing the breeze
with a small forest fungi puff. When shaken, these little
puffballs give off a white powder almost like smoke and you
can tell every shift of the wind by watching it. As we went
deeper into the bamboo, the heavy growth cut off the breeze
and the puffball dust hung still round Saseeta’s hand. Then I
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saw the bull, not fifteen yards from me.

Between us was a network of bamboo poles through
which I dared not shoot lest the bullet be deflected by one of
the tough stems. Another of those terrible decisions. Should
I take the chance and shoot? Or should I wait a few minutes
and hope the bull would shift his position slightly and give me
a shoulder shot? I would have to make up my mind quickly
for we were so close that our smell would reach him while
there was no wind.

Suddenly the bull saw us. He did not run as he had
the day before. Without the slightest hesitation or warning,
he spun round and charged.

Almost before I could raise my rifle he was on top
of us. His great ears were folded back close to his head and
his trunk was held tight against the lower part of his chest.
He was screaming with rage—a series of throaty “URRS”
is the nearest I can describe the sound. I aimed the right
barrel for the centre of his skull, and fired. For an instant
after the shot the bull seemed to hang in the air above me.
Then he came down with a crash. He lay partly hidden by the
bamboos, giving off high-pitched cries and low, gurgling sounds.
I fired the second barrel through the centre of his neck.
Instantly the whole body relaxed, the hind legs stretched to
their fullest. So ended the raider that had brought death and
terror to Chief Ngiri’s people.

When examining the dead rogue's tusks, I found an
old bullet hole at the base of the right-hand tusk. With my
knife I dug out a musket bullet, probably fired by an ivory
hunter years before. The bullet was sunk in the nerve centre
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of the tusk and the pain must have been terrible. The constant
suffering had driven the old bull mad, and that was why he
had become a rogue. In my experience, an elephant never
becomes a rogue unless he has been injured in some fashion,
usually by a hunter’s bullet or by a native’s arrow.

SPITTING COBRAS

Among the many reptilesfoundin thelturi Forest
are numerous spitting cobras. When disturbed,
the spitting cobra will rear up with his hood
spread, like an ordinary cobra. But these strange
and terrible creatures can actually throw their
poison at you. The poison can do no great harm
on your skin unless it happensto fall on an open
cut, but the snake is wise enough to aim for your
eyes, wherethevenomisterribly painful and often
causes blindness. The snake prepares his attack
by tilting his head back and pointing his fangs at
your face. Then he suddenly contracts the
muscles of hispoison glands and the yellow liquid
comes flying out of the fangsin two thin jets that
can reach a distance of nine feet. | regret to say
that the reptiles are excellent shots.

Back in camp, a great welcome was given Saseeta
and me. Even the old and sick tottered out of their huts to
thank us. The white man had not failed them I sent word to
Chief Ngiri that the raider was dead and then sat down to a
well-earned supper.

s§g805050




www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 2GQ
The Most Dangerous Game

For many years people have been asking me which
I consider to be the most dangerous big-game animal in
Africa. No man can answer this question precisely. An animal
that my be most dangerous in bush can often be easily shot
in open country. Also, hunters vary as to what they can do
best. For example, a man who can take quick “snapshots”
with a rifle would find a charging lion less dangerous than a
hunter whose reactions are slower.

Next, let me say that any animal can be dangerous
when cornered or wounded. I have seen water buck, sable
antelope and wart-hogs put up a desperate fight under such
circumstances. So I shall talk only about the “big five”—the
outstanding big-game animals of Africa.

The elephant is by far the most intelligent of this
group. But unless he is a rogue, his very intelligence keeps
him from being a danger to hunters. An elephant knows he
is no match against a man armed with a rifle and usually
does everything possible to avoid man rather than attack him.

Naturally there are exceptions. When an elephant
knows he is being hunted and finds that he cannot throw the
man off his spoor, he may set out to “hunt the hunter.” It did
happen once that an elephant waited for me beside a trail
after I had killed his two companions. I was lucky to kill him
before he killed me, but most elephants simply seek to escape.
Also, a charging elephant will nearly always turn away from
a shot, even if not seriously wounded. Few elephants will
push a charge home once they feel the impact of a bullet.
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For these two reasons, I class the average elephant as the
least dangerous of the “big five.”

The rhino, unlike the elephant, will frequently charge
for no cause whatsoever. In my opinion, this makes him a
more dangerous animal.

But a rhino will also generally turn away from a shot.
I have met three rhinos charging together, killed the middle
one, and watched the other two disappear into the bush on
either side of me so quickly that I could hardly see them go.

I do not say that rhinos will always turn from a shot.
On another occasion, I was again charged by three rhinos. I
dropped the two leading animals with a left and right, then
turned to grab my second gun from the bearer. But the man
had bolted when the rhinos charged, taking my spare gun
with him.

The third rhino was on me.

I have a vivid memory of the animal’s face. His eyes
were closed and seemed mere slits. At the last moment, I
tried to jump aside. As I did so, I was shot suddenly into the
air. Fortunately, the rhino kept on going and did not return to
gore me. In general, rhinos are one-way beasts. I have heard
that rhinos close their eyes at the moment of a charge and
what I saw at that time seems to bear out this theory.
However, I have not tried to prove it again !

I mention this story to show that no one can tell
exactly what an animal may do, but I still claim that few
rhinos will press home a charge in the face of gun fire. I,
therefore, class them fourth on my list.

Many sportsmen have classed the buffalo as the

s§g805050




www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 9Ge)

most dangerous big-game animal in Africa. The buffalo will
push home a charge in spite of a gunshot wound. He is often
most aggressive and will charge without much reason. When
he charges, he presents to the hunter his great boss—the
thick central base to which the horns are attached—and only
a very heavy bullet will stop him. If he knocks a man down,
he will almost always come back to gore him. Also, the
buffalo is a cunning foe. He will circle back and stand by his
own trail, waiting for the hunter. This trick is usually played
by a wounded buffalo who knows he can go no farther.

Unlike other big game, a buffalo’s senses are all
equally good. Elephant and rhino have excellent scent but
poor sight. The great cats have good sight, but, for animals,
not very good powers of scent. A buffalo can see, hear and
scent equally well. A terrible combination.

Why, then, do I not consider the buffalo Africa’s
most dangerous big-game animal ?

The buffalo’s very size counts against him. No beast
weighing well over 2,000 pounds can properly conceal himself
except in the very thickest bush. Also, a charging buffalo
offers such a large target that a man is reasonably sure of
hitting him somewhere. If you use a heavy enough gun, you
are sure to knock him down. Then you can finish him with
your second barrel.

There is another consideration. When a buffalo
charges, he seems to come like the wind, but actually he
cannot do over twenty-five miles per hour. Nor can he reach
his top speed immediately. This gives a man time to get his
gun up and take aim. For these reasons I class the buffalo as
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the third most dangerous animal in Africa.

We now come to the great cats.

Consider the lion the second most dangerous game
animal in Africa. His ability to conceal himself in the sparsest
cover, and his great speed, which requires no build up—he is
in top gear at the first bound—are both important. Moreover,
he is a small target compared with a buffalo. Also, he comes
at you in a series of great leaps that make it difficult to take
aim. He is as courageous as a buffalo and will not flinch
away from a shot. He comes all out, either kill or be killed.

If the lion is the second most dangerous animal in
Africa, what animal is the most dangerous? In my opinion,
the leopard.

I know that many white hunters will not agree with
me, yet I hold to my verdict. I shot a great many of these
animals when I first came to Kenya, because they killed
sheep and cattle. Wounds made by a leopard’s claws always
became infected, as his talons, like a lion’s, are coated with
decayed meat from his kills. Leopards also did not hesitate
to attack any rancher who came to defend his herds. Many
an earlier settler in Kenya had lost an eye or part of his face
as a result of leopard attacks. A charging leopard always
leaps for a man’s face, trying to tear out his victim’s eyes.
At the same time he usually fastens his teeth in the neck or
shoulder.

A friend and I were once hunting leopard in the Masai
country. We saw one running up a steep, stony slope. My
friend fired, hitting the cat in the flank. The leopard gave a
bound and vanished among the boulders. We picked up the

s§g805050




www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo 269

blood spoor and began working our way slowly up the hill,
walking a few yards apart with rifles held at the ready.

We had gone about twenty yards when the leopard
suddenly burst from behind a boulder and leaped on my friend.
The creature simply whizzed through the air—he was nothing
but a yellow flash of light. My friend was a quick shot but he
did not even have time to bring his rifle up before the cat
was on him. I fired while the leopard was still in the air,
“snapshooting” as though my rifle were a shotgun. By great
luck the bullet broke both of the leopard’s shoulders and he
fell dead on my friend.

A leopard is a smart beast. When he knows that he
is being tracked, he will often climb a tree and lie out on a
limb overhanging the trail. If the hunter does not see him, the
leopard will usually let him pass. But if the hunter happens to
glance up and their eyes meet, the leopard is on him like a
flash.

A leopard’s bushcraft is bad in one important respect.
Although he many conceal his body perfectly in a mass of
foliage, he often leaves his tail hanging down. I have shot a
number of leopards that were waiting for me in ambush,
simply because they forgot to hide their tails.

These, then, are some of my experiences as a hunter
in Africa. Both the game and the native tribes, as I knew
them, are gone. No one will ever see again the great elephant
herds led by old bulls carrying 150 pounds of ivory in each
tusk. No one will ever again hear the yodelling war cries of
the Masai as their spearmen sweep the bush after cattle-
killing lions. Few indeed will be able to say that they have
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broken into country never before seen by a white man. No,
the old Africa has passed and I saw it go.
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THE AMAZING HUMAN
CANNONBALLS

Thy dare death every day
By JOHN KOBLER

The Day you are twenty-one, you will probably have
a big birthday party. But if your name were Zucchini you
would celebrate in a really exciting way. You would be shot
from a cannon!

For the Zucchinis are a brave circus family that
proudly bears the title of "the human cannonballs." Their
cannon is a gleaming monster with a barrel twenty-three
feet long, and there is always a sudden hush when it is brought
into the circus ring. The spectators know they are going to
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see a feat of daring they will never forget.

At last they hear the long-awaited fanfare from the
brass band. Then one of the older Zucchinis limps across the
ring to the cannon. He has broken too many bones in the
past to be a human cannonball now, but he knows all the
secrets of his dangerous trade. He looks the cannon over,
makes sure it is quite ready, then sits down at the gunner's
control panel.

Now comes a roll of drums, and into the ring struts
the human bullet himself. He is dressed in a dazzling white
space suit, a crash helmet and an asbestos mask. First he
steps into a tray beside the cannon, and showers himself
with talcum powder; this will help him to glide smoothly out
of the cannon. Then, with a wave to the crowd, he climbs
the steps to the cannon's mouth and lowers himself feet first
into the tilting barrel. Slowly he slides out of sight.

The older Zucchini spins the controls, and the great
barrel moves as he takes aim. He rises to his feet and holds
one arm above his head "Sei pronto?"

—"Are you ready?" —he yells. "Pronto" replies a
muffled voice, as if from a tomb. Then the gunner jabs a
button.

There is a loud bang, a flash of smoke and flame
from the cannon's mouth, and the human missile is seen
hurtling skyward. High in the air the white figure turns a half
somersault, and two seconds later lands safely on his back in
the wide net at the far end of the arena. In their biggest shot,
a Zucchini is thrown 100 feet in the air and lands 200 feet
away.
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Secrets of the Cannon

How can a man live through that rapid, shattering
journey along the barrel of the cannon? This is the secret: he
travels in a hollow piston that slides to the end of the barrel,
then stops while the human bullet is shot into the air. The
piston measures sixteen inches across—just wide enough to
take a man. It is deliberately made a tight fit, so that the man
will not be shaken about and battered as he travels along the
barrel.

The cannon has a second secret: it is actually fired
by compressed air, like a gigantic airgun. The flame and
smoke are caused by burning gunpowder, while the loud bang
comes from a small bomb at the rear of the cannon—these
are "effects" to make a more exciting spectacle for the crowd.

But there are still plenty of dangers, apart from the
chance of missing the net. If the piston should jam, for
instance, the Zucchini inside could easily be suffocate by the
smoke. Although Zucchini has ever been killed during the
act, all of them have been injured at some time or another.

Adventures of a Human Bullet

Edmondo, the eldest brother of the troupe, has many
tales to tell of his adventures as a human cannonball. The
idea first came to him when he was fighting in the Italian
army during the First World War. Finding himselfin a trench
with the enemy less than 100 yards away, he tried to think of
some way of encircling them. "It came to me that maybe
soldiers can be shot behind the enemy lines from cannon," he
says. Everybody laughed at the idea, but Edmondo did not
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forget it.

After the war, while touring Malta with his father's
circus, Edmondo asked a blacksmith to make him a cannon
large enough to shoot a man from its barrel. He gave his first
performance in Cairo, and broke his leg with the very first
shot. In the hospital he had plenty of time to think out what
went wrong. He decided that the barrel was too wide and
that the piston moved too violently. He designed a second
cannon.

With this improved cannon, Edmondo's brother Hugo
managed to get through a good many performances without
hurting himself. The human cannonballs became a sensation
throughout Europe and America. The Zucchinis were given
medals by the King of Norway and the king of Italy.

Wonderful as the original cannon act was, John
Ringling, one of the most famous circus owners, asked
Edmondo to liven it up. Edmondo's reply was to invent a
cannon with two pistons, which could fire two human bullets,
one after the other. To try out the new cannon, the Zucchinis
all gathered one morning behind Edmondo's house. The
family doctor stood by, prepared for the worst. Edmondo
fired two dummy bullets first. Then he beckoned to his
brothers Hugo and Vittorio. "Pam—pam!" says Edmondo
when he tells the story. "It work perfect."

"The White Heron"

When the second World War came, all the boys joined
up, and Edmondo did not know where to turn for human
cannonballs. Was this to be the end of the great Zucchini
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tradition? “No,” said Edmondo's two pretty daughters, “the
show must go on.” So Duina and Egle. Victoria, who for
years had been first-class trapeze artists, now put on the
white suits of human cannonballs. Duina was just as good
with the cannon as she had been on the trapeze; and Egle
Victoria turned out to be the best bullet in the history of the
act. She often made the full 200-foot flight, turning her half
somersault so gracefully that they called her “the White
Heron.”

The home life of the human cannonballs is gay and
exciting. Friends and relations drop in unexpectedly from all
over the world. Some never leave. Among them, the Zucchinis
speak eleven languages, including Czech and Arabic, and
they often switch from one to the other in the same sentence!
On the exercise ground behind Edmondo's house they
practise tirelessly on trapezes, high wires and tumbling mats.
And of course they often go soaring over the treetops, singly
and in pairs—a sight the neighbors have never quite got used to!
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K!O'dl BY THE WORLD CHAMPION

How the author began his literary carrier-from a
reclining position

By PAULGALLICO

As ayoung man, just out of college,  had a job writing
film reviews for a New York newspaper. I had been doing it
for about six months (rather well, as I thought) when the
owner of the paper made it clear that he didn't like what I
was writing. He demanded that I should be given the sack.

This might have ended my newspaper career had
not a friendly editor secretly put me to work in the sports
department of the same paper.

At that time Jack Dempsey, the World Heavyweight
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Champion, was training to defend his title against Luis Firpo,
the massive Argentine boxer known as the "Wild Bull of the
Pampas." As a sports reporter, I was sent to Dempsey's
training camp to write some colorful stories about his
preparations for the great fight.

When I arrived at the camp I found plenty to write
about. There was the rough, tough Dempsey himself, a born
fighter who really enjoyed boxing, however big and strong his
opponent might be. He had proved that the day he took the
heavyweight title from the giant Jiss Willard. Never had there
been such a fight in the modern ring. In the very first round
Dempsey knocked the champion down no less than seven
times. No wonder he was called Jack the Giant-killer!

With him was his elegantly dressed manger Jack
Kearns. And there at the camp were gathered famous sports
writers, and all the rag, tag and bobtail of the boxing world.

Yes, there were colorful people to describe in my
newspaper, but I felt that this was not enough. The trouble
was that boxing itself was still a mystery to me.

I had been to prize fights and watched boys go
rubbery at the knees after being clipped on the chin. I had
seen them fall down, struggling to rise again. But what was
it like to be on the floor from a punch, and hear the referee
counting away the seconds? What thoughts pass through a
man's head when he has a swarm of bees buzzing in his
brain and legs of putty? I did not know.

How could I write well about these things if I had
never experienced them myself? I felt that I had to find out
what it was like, or I would never be any good as a sports
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writer.

It was foolhardy for a chap who had never boxed in
his life to want to climb into the ring with the man-destroyer
Dempsey, yet that is just what I did. If ever a man began a
writing career from a reclining position it was myself.

An Appointment with Dempsey

I went to see Dempsey one afternoon at his collage
in the camp, and asked whether he would spar a round with
me so that I could write a story about how it felt to be hit by
an expert. Dempsey, wearing flannel trousers and an old
sweater, sat on the rail of his veranda. He looked me up and
down. Then he asked in that strangely high-pitched voice of
his, "What's the matter, son? Don't your editor like you no
more?"

I told him that I expected to live through the round,
and said that my only real doubt was whether I could take a
hard blow in the stomach. I asked the great man if perhaps
he might aim at another target.

Dempsey thought this over, then replied, “I think I
understand, son. You just want a good punch on the nose.”He
agreed to meet me in the ring on the following Sunday. We
shook hands and I went away very pleased.

Kearns, the manager, was alarmed when he heard
what Dempsey had promised. Remember, I was unknown
to the boxing world. I was tall, just under six feet three, and
weighed nearly fourteen stone. When I took off my glasses
and stripped to the waist I looked as though and dangerous
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as any professional fighter. Nobody would have guessed that
within this menacing monster beat the heart of a rabbit.

Thoughts of all the plots and tricks of the boxing
profession flashed into the brain of Jack Kearns. I might be
what I said I was, a harmless sports reporter; but supposing
I had been sent from the Firpo camp to butt, cut or otherwise
injure Dempsey before the fight. . .? Kearns said to Dempsey,
"Don't take chances with this guy—finish him off quick!"

Sunday was gala day at the camp and some 3,000
spectators turned up. One of the sports writers said to me, "I
hear you're fighting the champion today."

"Oh, not fighting," I said. "We're just going to fool
around. Dempsey's going to take it easy."

The reporter gave me a pitying look and said, "Son,
don't you know that man can'f take it easy?"

I stood near the ring clad in shorts, boxing shoes and
boxing gloves. Dempsey, wearing a brown leather head-guard,
was boxing with a middle-weight to develop speed. When
they held on to each other in a clinch, Dempsey
absentmindedly cuffed his sparring partner on the back of
the neck.

"What's that tapping on the back of the neck for?" I
asked another sparring partner standing nearby.

The fighter turned to me and said, "Shakes you up.
Here, I'll show you." Then he hit me on the back of the neck
with his gloved hand. My eyes glazed over, my knees began
to give way and I nearly collapsed. I came close to being the
first man even to be knocked out before climbing into the
ring!

Next Farmer Lodge, a huge heavyweight, went into
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the ring with Dempsey. They shuffled about for a few
seconds; then there was a flurry of blows and Dempsey
shot out a left hook. The Farmer sank to the canvas and lay
there. Four of his companions reverently removed him.

Kearns came over to me and said, "O.K., Gallico.
You're next."

I Punch the Champion

Kearns made the introductions just as if it had been
a real boxing match. " In this corner, the heavyweight
champion of the world—Jack Dempsey!" The hills echoed
with the cheers of the audience. Then he announced: "In the
opposite corner, Paul Gallico of the Daily News." From the
3,000 spectators came only a clammy silence, except for
one voice from the crowd which asked mockingly, "Who?"

The bell rang. Reluctantly I left my corner. Dempsey
danced over and lightly touched my gloves. Then he crouched
down and began bobbing and weaving from side to side. At
any moment I expected him to explode one of his deadly left
hooks. I remembered what had happened to Farmer Lodge.
I felt lonely and took up my own version of " Pose A" from
the Boxer's Manual. 1 stood with my left arm held straight
out and kept the rest of me as far away from Dempsey as
possible.

Dempsey pursued me, still weaving and bobbing.
Gone was the friendly smile which had lulled my fears on
the veranda of his cottage. With the broad leather headband
across, his forehead, glaring eyes and snarling lips, he looked
like a tiger stalking his prey. I made sure there was some
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room behind me and retreated there.

Someone in the crowd made a rude noise. Its result
was to bring about my downfall by arousing the pride of the
Gallicos. Rather doubtfully I stuck out my left. Dempsey ran
into it with his nose. Wow! A point for Gallico. Overwhelmed
by what I had done, I poked out another left, and another.
They all connected for the simple reason that Dempsey didn’t
bother to defend himself.

Three jabs had landed! Why, this was fun. Fancy
Dan Gallico, the Galloping Ghost of the Squared Circle. I’1l
just try another. I did.

“BOO0O0O0OO0O0O0O00OOM !”

I can remember seeing Dempsey’s brown arm flash
for one instant before my eyes. Then there was this awful
explosion somewhere inside my skull, followed by a bright
light and then darkness.

Experience Pays

Slowly it grew light again. I was sitting on the canvas
with one leg folded under me, grinning foolishly. The ring
spun round me in a clockwise direction, stopped and then
spun the other way.

I heard Kearns counting over me. “Six—seven —
eight—" And like and idiot, I got up !

I didn’t have to. I had proved my point. I had gained
the precious secret I had sought. But I was ashamed to cower
on the floor before all those people. And so, with my head
swimming and a loud roaring in my ears, I climbed to my
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feet.

Dempsey rushed over and pulled me into a clinch,
dancing me round and at the same time holding me up. He
had proved his point. It was clear that I was no hired thug
who had come from Firpo’s camp to injure him. I was just a
beginner who had never had a glove on before. Even Jack
Kearns was laughing.

Dempsey whispered in my ear, “Hang on and wrestle
a little until your head clears, son.”

Mercy from the Giant-killer ! I clutched him like a
long-lost brother. We wrestled around a bit. Absentmindedly,
Dempsey hit me half a dozen of those affectionate taps on
the back of the neck. The next thing I remember was Kearns
counting over me again. I would have been there still if they
had not needed the ring. They told me the affair lasted just
one minute and thirty-seven seconds.

I was taken to a room where I could lie down until
my scattered wits returned. I had a splitting headache and
was grateful to be alive. As soon as I could get to a typewriter
I wrote out my story, much as you have read it here. They
say the owner of my paper laughed his head off when he
read it and saw the photograph of me stretched out colder
than a mackerel. But a year later he made me sports editor.
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HISTORY & HORRORS IN WAX
By SYLVIA MARTIN

Every morning at 6.30 in a vast three-storage building
in Marylebone Road, London, a man whisks a feather duster
over his great-great-grandmother.

Carefully, he wipes her spectacles, polishes her shoe
buckles and straightens her bonnet. Her name is Marie
Tussaud, and she is a wax model. The real Marie Tussaud
died in 1850, but to her great-great-grandson, Bernard
Tussaud, the little old lady is very much alive. The wonderful
waxworks museum which she started is known all over the
world. Though Bernard is now its manager and chief artist,
it is her name that attracts a million visitors to Madame
Tussaud's every year.
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Her Hall of Fame was founded over 150 years ago.
In it you can see figures of men and women from many
lands and every period of history, and they are so lifelike that
you wait for them to speak. Standing and sitting together are
kings and queens, presidents and poets, statesmen and
athletes, actors and actresses, generals and comedians.

Among the thousands of moulds which were used
to make these wax figures are about fifty of very special
interest. They are the original moulds, cast from life by
Madame Tussaud herself, of such famous people as Sir Walter
Scott, William Pitt, Voltaire and Benjamin Franklin. Sometimes
a mould was made after the person was dead. Here are the
death masks, as they are called, of Louis XVI Queen Marie
Antoinette, and other victims of the French Revolution.
Madame Tussaud was forced to make them from heads
brought straight from the guillotine while she herself was in
prison in Paris.

From the outside, Madame Tussaud's looks rather
like a theatre. You buy your ticket at a box office, and an
attendant in reddish-brown uniform flings open the glass
doors. The entrance is so impressive that you lower your
voice and speak in whispers. A pretty, fair-haired attendant
holds out a guidebook. You are just going to buy one when
you realize that she is made of wax. Later you come across
a woman dozing on a seat; her guidebook has fallen from
her hand. You pick it up for her and put it in her lap, just as
visitors have been doing for 150 years.

A marble staircase leads up to the exhibition rooms,
where the work of five generations of Tussauds is arranged.
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Some of the figures are set on small stages, others in alcoves
with painted scenery. Some make up colorful tableaux: you
can see Mary Queen of Scots laying her head on the block,
with the masked executioner beside her; and Lord Nelson
dying on board the Victory. Some are arranged by the periods
in which they lived, so that Henry VIII stands looking fiercely
at all his six wives.

The finest room in Madame Tussaud's is the Grand
Hall. Here you will find the Royal Family, Winston Churchill,
and he Prime Minister with his Cabinet. Here are Queen
Victoria and President Eisenhower, Napoleon and Peter May,
the cricketer. And here stands Madame Tussaud herself, a
tiny figure in a black silk gown and bonnet, wearing old-
fashioned spectacles. She made this wax portrait of herself
when she was eighty-two; it was the last model she did,
though she lived to be ninety.

From Palace to Prison

This extraordinary lady, who has been called
"England's greatest show-woman," was the daughter of a
Swiss couple named Grosholtz. When she was six she went
to Paris to live with her uncle, Dr. Philippe Curtius.

As a young doctor in Berne, Uncle Philippe had
learned anatomy by modelling the different parts of the body
in wax. Then, for a hobby, he began making little wax models
of his friends. He did them so well that he was persuaded to
put his collection on show to the public.

Soon members of the French nobility were visiting
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Uncle Philippe's studio in Paris. Even the French King, Louis
XVI, took an interest in his work. The King’s sister, Elizabeth,
was the same age as Marie and the two girls became close
friends. When Marie was eighteen she went to live at the
Palace of Versailles as Elizabeth’s secretary and companion.

She also helped her Uncle Philippe, and he taught
her how to make models in wax. In this art she showed even
greater skill than her uncle, and by the time she was twenty-
two she was famous. When Benjamin Franklin, the first
American Ambassador to France, came to the studio to be
modelled, he posed not for Uncle Philippe but for Marie.

When the French Revolution broke out, in 1789, poor
Marie was arrested with the rest of the French court, and
put in prison. She was condemned to death, and her hair was
cut short, ready for the guillotine. It was while she was waiting
to be executed that her captors forced her to make wax
models of their dead victims.

But Marie was not guillotined. When the long period
of executions known as " the Reign of Terror" ended, she
was released. Meanwhile Uncle Philippe had died, leaving
her nothing. She opened the modelling studio again, and when
she was thirty-four she married Francois Tussaud, a French
engineer. For a time they ran Tussaud's together, but business
was poor, and after a few years Marie took part of her
collection of figures to London, leaving her husband in charge
of the Paris museum. It failed and she never saw him again.

Marie's first London exhibition, in the Lyceum
Theatre, was a great success. For the next thirty-two years
"Madame Tussaud's Waxworks" toured in brightly painted
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wagons all over the British Isles.

Not until she was seventy-four did Marie Tussaud
settle down in London. Then she took a large hall in a little-
known street called Baker Street. The waxworks made
Baker street so famous that Conan Doyle chose it as the
home of his great detective, Sherlock Holmes. In 1884 the
museum moved to its present site in Marylebone Road. When
she was eighty-one Marie turned the business over to her
sons.

Models and Murderers

Today the collection continues to grow. When
Bernard Tussaud wants to add some distinguished person to
his gallery of figures he asks him to sit, as for a painter. In
the past ten years only a few people have refused. Unless
the reasons for the refusal are good ones, the museum makes
the figure all the same—from photographs.

Once an interview is arranged, Bernard Tussaud
measures the "victim's" face with the greatest care. One
assistant takes thirty photographs, from every possible angle.
Another makes notes about the color of the skin and hair.
Bernard makes a rough clay model, then a finished one which
is an exact likeness. Next, a plaster-of-Paris mould is made
of the clay head, and the wax head is made in the mould.
Real hair is pressed into the slightly warmed scalp, one hair
at a time. Eyebrows, eyelashes and moustaches are set in
with the same care. Meanwhile, the body is made and dressed

to match the original in every detail.
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Tussaud's eeriest section is the Chamber of Horrors.
Down you go, under the old prison bell from Newgate Gaol
which used to toll the executions, through a stone tunnel into
a dimly lit dungeon. In open cells are some eighty famous
murderers. When looking at them, you stand at their level
and within their reach!

There is an old rumor that Madame Tussaud's will
pay a reward to anyone who spends a night alone in the
Chamber of Horrors. One evening, for a stunt, a B.B.C.
announcer had himself locked in with these poisoners and
stranglers, saying he would be on the air at midnight to tell
listeners how he felt. It was only eleven o'clock, however,
when a shaky voice came over the radio, ending in a shriek:
"Get me out of here!" He was not pretending.

s§g805050 s




www.burmeseclassic.com

Jog condané:

208810031 0ewod:

0§35, 0c58cbxn$: jog wbieol'§ eepe odrc0d
RA[e203E:03€ pordeuncdaopd escdcnees cfgpod§r83
Bag€ opsagyeel 92090x(9200E)efchi0d co§onewm [odegiss
meaisé 9§sleoiesnpdad eop qupdgdaopdi

QO5e§meia] mmj§s Rosc0iadadl 8sSm
efogrogionecoiepial godeoiadci esltieamt: copdimecnia?
0§05959% [§S0gnieeme [gEcuiadrdarbegoopdi Beacy
(3 :20p5¢00m: ‘ee§oniee0r8’ [goopdi 0By
vconéigdgmompdi cmmajee§miesrSm ongo moé
oguBap$a2:3(g [gdaopdn BeoGonen: oelgdicg(0zd) [gdop
o 80p165028 990070 Boaoaz[ofroopd Wod§e cmEda?
003§[gbegecopdi co§miemr8 omEmpSecnédean
06008&:q0[gABB[Rier magpeaBopd w5 §spddop
2§0p0gEed m21$8[g60p5 9§c05pS: §6055603¢E:

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo Jo9

. Y. T W
codonieaon8mepdadonnayé B(egf: ‘vsdoneany§gadadvag)
oo gazopSega0pdi

codopteanndal ‘odicSempep: 9§10’ Bag§Iconm
§8601C: §8ep§:ckon 00EeErdIo0pdN w§Eieacdorddiadie
canaip: 8§:0p8cdempepidl dop veundigdopepial eop §€
20pdil OGO P:EdeE Rag§ireaeoPE [o3pdesqc:
0oi0dg§:00600P: GlgPAREdEREAw GaEeuntunioads
$2:98656928 d02:80ncdopdi g€neecy 8eepiany pele
[P3eeop cogon[Riecg angpeospecyl §E¢eslEieanteny 08
Scbq)S[Rrecg smmenanenieayl [gaoodgbgEongdesond[o:
eog1 qpgEeodempopdaden 92§,meacdl 92§00

o) oené:igqdoedie: econéeonntiadsngad ckaoodas,
A Hdm$[goparied 9a0p§eags BoSolentgadep eoméiapeo
0pdI &30 ©3807:62078030503E LY ASYapep:ad
RSBEGS0(G: corS3[gE:lgdoopdi eeegaoepld: soocladom
0oyl 0§[03:9 8 8ajjudi [gEmdercqeoep(q: cuSaSadl
260§m$8E¢ esltiea0né[dy: MEqelugmaréonpdadad
0050 donmdoopdi efGie dopqaopdaopd: §eavangdi
[GEoodeordav§eaoiiont Bqampbycdge:asqaogd [§Edored
8(ob) 8yepreed 9EBEr9058¢ salgrropepiade cooffie
3093qo0pSI Bod ™ 6380762078 BbREDRS: cmytigd
c5qpdl ¢l Seepiocorn HWASdquepal Biesléiad
‘o&iec0nméiedl eslE:godonde godgiancdaran(B veuné:
90 cvSeutqepden S&eomelogpéardenidqgé: [gdoopSi 686
0163078 A veanEigdlgalndad mlgo [FpiedcbayE cocdg
[PBroo828Ecpo0pdi 0a5905§ meiopEaondeaioudqaopdi
Beagé ESeepEon§ednéiad oodcontean omdewncim
©§055k03 eCe0rBcdcBdepdi o€edlodRen o8tgm2ag§s coea

s§g805050 s

. T —
[ B B )| .
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

Jo6 condané:

slogpé ooma3ué oyubmycdec|ipdeonad 92c3cd 22035263k
6[gr8ayjodam: [gdognicdepdi S50y S§teegpeco: od
canadm di§005p803 c&:ffievteepEdladdepdi o&amop
» 0898600005 005c30depdur BMEIBMBE07e QEKrSH
22936laonzp Bedadqaopdi ego0d(Gicony BEsecl e B3R
8Eego0pd 2a§pond: mdeandbaieny Bade[g$aopdi apocdad
o co&i§empbmecigacod: [138:gEed sl oyegecoaopdi
0€auonm 2000me62e0050f8 aedlEedl A [g§orteoicon:
30051 cneepdfrpdgopep: e2qdaicpaolfl: ojecSieded
[g8con3o300p5¢n §6661E: crdepclaocdecnnd §3eco

sonpadlglooa: sapomeTiie 0093060y [gosio
B3 eepadognzoopdil 02608000:096[5:0 AN OB PR
oopberep [o3qBn 929),900epiad oémacuigpigEonlgeon:
20p0Il 92§),096077 920§:00600:c3m§T: 6§70530§:§oiEsE
[goonzoopbi e2§,03¢0m: genercbopadecuicndacy alioyés
[gooconioopdi eeampmcs cmeée ce§BayE esléfyoddes
oodooiodredl0d(G: copdoionEaoteusapdi qobgodigdoon:
o0pd cocded Ckapadepion conign ealtgode§manggEesmfi
BoBoy 6q0n38c5q) 503 $05cbe0Bagémneh et
edlg¢ doyes@: ca0sldiddI 2§ 90cmepiadeon; o3
62059305 2odomy[geontoopdi sages[§rod wEs§orgé
™60 20l Boepiefgnadenddad 021606} Skeornedd
Qoder§(igo [pesoopds

©380:65028[gBARE sa60mMEIN0Yy sac0mESH:
20§:006077 ‘000§i0[03: [g6econpbl cqelg.qE 8a:el
0§[03:q10 oCom§apss o§(Fiead 1 8c3§uo el cogon
03 Bodeoeum:oli $3c8051 98m0d sxmentemyd Boreel
opBBamem ale§aIcdpptdeteo: ©380%:65078195030
603, qpdt ms0seqpé Jroonf§lopSmecoig§ wpbs:

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo Jo9

63lEieamnianeaniad caonéioontapdi gode§mecimpdt v
6gEEa0BM GIBe$MEE 520005(0 J)§deaguiape oy 3e3c3E
00063600098op[gdoopdn 9a003(go) eepade cpeSag§ a:
ca0500p3: )gdoren WlegIaddL0ep [§Ecor00pSI

$$:630089 moydrecmndal

‘20§ §EEA macni(griad: [Joadond:’ vp weddfges
3qopl 93mbcl wsdoic08A 8mgbolgo Eapd:
‘o§eqpad’ a§ieené4a3 [gEoopdi amd efgradsddearsesl
0860026075 6slabom ‘Bodr 0320068’ 8¢ soes9$ 0gd
B33 espadoonooghi

6310507 8udes s0epo§ cmdeurddlgdaopd 203
Qo3dogd 20805923803 9Oodepslgpdy ‘sgocus’
capaoo0E3oopdi plesr0560%; mqEely 8odesy sacalt:
2208901 060E:00ePAd Sear§aopdi wean&dorepien
cocepofipcSogecsmefiot Scbesgepio> BerSiBsiah cic
0$:[o3ecoo0gdi

0[op8eo0é [GE0E o:Bolioomigpio oeifgegicd
coeepadogpdfogoopd 9263, sepadamndecoangdi [gEdlged
Q¢ ©&:{god p8(0b)oopSuayé mmeganny 8cdotonecde3d
0l 1géelilgodal gocdd ‘sacdBeamdden co§ (0380
65078) §¢ gabopeamnabol [gdoopded opoRsdeandden cmnd
Scdeagqtiap [gdogrfogecvaopbico§eocdqdsdondiergadepod
ca00925] 9205c8amnabdl 900§ :Gje0rdmngd ‘vres0icd’
$§:600593 apnteepodesadEqecoaogli

opBiecr Bodadcopds B wdadenigqeanionpd
[g8ep Brecvion weun:dogs: vpBops: wElogrreusapdi
0)2§0p00BREE, co§mdcdué abeontindegeon:
copdgdep 920065 J J §803¢ go0pdeoboge: colgprarecoson

s§g805050 s

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

Joo condané:

o081 [§€08[gpbaBEep vwead: sace§mé ad90od(os: [gd
cgpadanean mEqeé vgEmaéwpd MO mades
0080303 coeepaiff: BEcudopben 8rudoycd vuacdeq
60§ 09052 [§83eco0pd

000p 3§6 [gEbemSa§eqs(od: eoleclaban
6o00903] 6ofagpen $§:0p8ian $§i0pCioontgpied 9a0p cepesd
208:3q3: 0iecrmé: 6slégdodmées nBoéadoé
[go5comBrecoBi eslE:fgodocs secésqupdesdd conéesoden
o€ Bopm s:0m3Eepion 20053efionepidl G0 cwdeo:
of 2k oS50

60§90 6slE:{god00d sa0oEesqeq) ‘cbeg cacd(h
(The Reign of Terror) coyfag§ayrieonnses] aod saayfse
@oBa30da0pdn copdeaslogé Brecozlgdopen pbap§(Bigéaopd
[G€ opercpodaopds omomdfgo: 080 eay§edIcon BgGod
el 06000800 92006§e0:a? [3$9Eqgeoopdl 820005 oG
§6eepadeony [GE0BpE: 92EqEdun ‘wq§mBoriesnrs’ §¢
05008a3c5pdI ‘oeard’ [gegimecuiad aBsdeanod
m§logry géoonlogecntoopdt Beowd pSe§ign mwodecy
Il §695p5:ca5§607 ce§on oo 0§ docdBwG: 926
c0§o§ ogodeongaaphu a8gdifgdopyn oy§oopd gdopeprst 09b
¢o08 BEa§eecnroopdl AJeadd adio vesn[géi gfoopSud
$6:[gdaq0d oE§:{gdopsé cd3ly [g§ec0p.qeorreq

codon el 0esH(GId BB ed§oRe [Gpdep
o[oftmodd esEgée qadadoopdi Begnnd §deolé: (p )
§6BERE ‘03800162078 veEi9iay’ Pl eeotegpE[ged
o300 cgpbrarBfrepropEortenod BogpcSogiiapiondal
cxSeorSodeogh

Q9D oG §deqpody wiofps efiafas: 46
oopdil §3§,0¢ papBEeBeon ‘conommd:’ géasiels:

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo Joe

06203 0053050051 Bead uesand:gdepieloré smom
08¢0 Bepianeaoep eneepaoepRE 8008200 sEFEM0E
0EAdeBemPR gprecnms(centdent) csq§Bdéiad
egiadcbaopdondd [gdogniecvecmrogli o0ng 2§86qpode
wacoab§opdesep ©dcb§ongiadiad cepadarlglslgdaopdi
0905 gduimdgdadeepaicansmsl aydcsisnoodd
021eEEa0E QYE0ATEHECORSI

$[gopsé cpoocdeomaps

w9slgéeom: gbopapien cdegomgn: 03roncd
pefgrrayed §esecoffn coepremBlogpiongd ¢§cdomdeurnadel
¢opd} BRPBE s8> FodicSemr ofifayef 96g
00308 22adE3E:00p51 a@§30p 0ubgd 209860000 RE
d0r0e$ [GE:0§0nm$p5ic0d crvrgionn §3a0pdi [GE0cSqoopd
oelop&ion E8Eadd vmdayé eobdepad saefglg) dop
a3a§acragé [gdoopli

¢opcaopeé JafBioopSed oreoopd Boroarch
QEA 038703 926001805 BBy BE:0m WerEERESI
200d60NBM 6000EdMEsRr 3050 odreocdecrnd §od0s
3050051 6§7059207 MBeHM Bomepll Foimey
oot 00pdBB ¢be cddurcoaadcbaopdi vce
§.99 609[036:03 YS3dopdn Begach Joqesoyeomn
deapa? cpa3abaogdil [Gie ‘8938’ vcocdeomgé ppdooG: gowy
oSl BBieslCiddade vewniog§iopopbi Bre B
oeant:d Besléiad mpecuspdigpdicosff Bdoéepiad b
egpigés 8odgpSoadepd 8aduroopdi gabs godeomél §0d
o8tegt 020pdBBc0pd: BgpS2070€ GooegPaP §cd0 2wpdi
Bg§ac Budakercgod sr0odmenopdadc3opd: m(gé
"§Enddopdilgdeseeont [gopdlgéeodeslozqoodi

s§g805050 s

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

JJo condané:

[go3cBondaadioné srcopdicn§oep sreomEradign
‘momgmafie’ [§becoonpdi egpeadd 0805 mamybiecnd(ch:
€ paocdeoniBa} ROgodpdesl Bieap§oopl eslé:
caon&s(3tem005m G sopadooaicdadesiEimecicd§ 96
6¢28e¢n 920951030505 oEagqoopdi odskedloogd mea§iced
GauIgPIadRE §20p3(0h: poocBonentgdeocdeantdal 6oy q
oSt 38 cqbEieSobegt BeSons D bl o
LBMBRE: 92030006IgIR0N

c[grogbmdadIeioopSt Bowmsm s§ieadzé
0deu0dmEl: 8k 659RFIE [gdcdo spegeutepdon
alogpoocon:0gbi r8slpEeony em§ardaonpd BBBomE:
alogparon cmdendban dB9esBGaodopepi copdppdonodaep:
o3p20d038 crdeurncBongl: 05sk3cdsepbi paao§iesliEecondboy
o€ 0pda] 5022860308 comnorgEepion: seadgéelgpolepdon
B[Bs 9280530305051 P> 00 §9§eCIDBMYE0, BNENE
wEo8eerdadabeor 92050 6g3ude cgadaunonpdi ‘og$eonn?
6§ [§$00o@: rcSfo36lapad’ craoonpSa

0§6a00E0§6800E00r0H Mmudesada303(gE: [gdaopdi

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

cad§ifodopp JJo

ANNIE OAKLEY OF THE WILD WEST
02040580003

wwmm

iy +|H

“i luilhhimnm“ I
Ltth. ﬁ}!l]lnnnm ,ﬁ

M
il |.|'|l|||'|'|||

g§géeond} b




www.burmeseclassic.com

JJJ condané:

Annie Oakley of the Wild West
The real-life story of the Champion Shot of the World
By WALTER HAVIGHURST

The big arena was in an uproar as the stony-faced
Indian chief rode round the ring in his pony carriage.

It was 1885, and Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show had
just opened for its second season in New York. To make it
more realistic, Buffalo Bill had persuaded Sitting Bull, the
famous chief of the fighting Sioux, to join the show. Yet it
was less than ten years since Sitting Bull’s Sioux had destroyed
a column of American cavalry, and it was said that Sitting
Bull himself had taken the scalp of its commander, Colonel
Custer.
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For the audience, this part of the show was a little
toorealistic. They had not forgotten Custer’s death, and they
booed and jeered as Sitting Bull drove past the grandstands.
In answer, the old chief stopped his carriage, stepped down
and stalked towards the exit,meaning to leave the White Man
for ever. Just at that moment the ringmaster made an
announcement: “The Girl of the Western Plains !”

A slim, graceful figure dressed in a fringed skirt and
deerskin jacket skipped lightly to a gun-stand in the centre of
the ring. “Annie Oakley—Champion Shot of the World !”
the ringmaster continued, as she seized a rifle and swung it
to her shoulder. Six glass balls were tossed up into the air.
Six quick, perfectly aimed shots rang out, and the balls were
shattered before they touched the ground.

The angry Indian warrior stopped in his tracks. A
grunt of astonishment broke from his grimly set lips. His dark
eyes never left her during the rest of her wonderful act.
When she ran out of the arena, his voice boomed above the
crowd. “Little Straight-Shooter, Little Sure-Shot !’ he shouted
in his own language.

From that moment he looked on Annie as his adopted
daughter—and he decided to stay with the White Man.

Sitting Bull was not the first or last person to be won
over by Annie Oakley’s wide, warm smile and remarkable
skill. In the years ahead, audiences all over Europe and
America came to love and acclaim her. For Annie Oakley
could do one thing better than anyone else in the world ever
did it—or probably ever will. She could shoot with an eye so
sure and an aim so faultless that her feats remain almost
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unbelievable to this day.
A Shooting Contest

Actually, the “Girl of the Western Plains” never saw
the American West until she crossed the Mississippi with the
Wild West Show. But her childhood in the woods of Ohio
had demanded the toughness of a pioneer. Her father died
while she was still a child, and at seven she was trapping
wild game to provide meat for the family. At nine she hired
herself out to a neighboring farmer at fifty cents a week to
look after his small baby. There was no time for school.

At eleven Annie was thought big enough to handle a
gun, and with her father’s old-fashioned rifle she was soon
bringing down quail and other wild birds. By selling her game,
she made enough money to pay off all the money owing on
the small family farm. For her own amusement, too, she began
to do trick shooting in the woods.

When Annie was fifteen, a married sister in a nearby
town invited her there to live. Of all the grand sights in the
town, the one that fascinated her most was a shooting gallery.
One day her brother-in-law took her there and, after firing a
few shots himself, handed her the gun and asked if she would
like to try. To his amazement, she shot superbly. She never
seemed to miss.

“I believe she can shoot better than Frank Butler,”
he exclaimed to everyone round them.

Frank Butler was a jaunty Irishman who did a trick-
shooting act in a music-hall show. He was considered to be
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the best shot anywhere. Annie was introduced to this big,
ruddy-faced man, and he agreed to this big, ruddy-faced man,
and he agreed to shoot against her in a clay-pigeon contest.

Waiting for the competition to start, Annie felt lost
with a strange crowd staring at her. She wanted to go home.
But she imagined herself back in the familiar woods, watching
a covey of quail burst up.

“You don’t sight them,” she told herself, “you just
swing with them, and when it feels right press the trigger.”

She raised the gun to her shoulder. “Pull” Her eye
caught the clay pigeon as it was catapulted into the air. Her
finger pressed the trigger.

“Dead!” Cried the referee.

Twenty-five times the command was given to pull.
The score was even until the last clay pigeon went up. Frank
missed and Annie brought hers down. Besides a cash prize,
there was another award. Frank Butler handed her tickets
to his show the following week.

Annie had never been in a theatre before and the
whole thing was like a fairy story. One of Frank’s favorite
tricks was to shoot an apple from the head of a white French
poodle; as the apple burst into pieces the dog would snatch
up the largest piece, run to the front of the stage, lie down
with it between his paws, wait for the audience to applaud,
and then eat it. The dog adored his master and was jealous
of anyone who tried to make friends with him, especially
women.

That night the dog caught the largest piece of apple
as usual, and ran to the footlights. But instead of lying down,
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he jumped into the audience, ran up to Annie and put his
nose in her lap. When Frank came to her seat, the poodle
growled as if to say, “I like it here—leave me alone.” Frank
looked at Annie, who gave him a charming smile, and he
decided the dog was right. Within a year he had persuaded
the slim, chestnut-haired girl who had outshot him to become
his wife.

Probably the shy Annie had never really thought of
performing in public. But one night Frank’s partner was taken
ill and, rather than risk their lively hood, Annie stepped into
the act. She was applauded even more than her husband.
Soon painted on their travelling trunks was “Butler and
Oakley.”

In the next five years Frank not only put Annie
through her paces as a shooting star, but gave her the
education she had missed as a child. Waiting in draughty
dressing-rooms, he read to her—newspapers, books,
magazines—moving his finger along the printed line and
making her read aloud after him. And between lessons Annie
got out her sewing basket, for she was as skilful with needle
and thread as with a rifle, and made all her own costumes.

With the Wild West Show

Perhaps nothing in show history has ever quite
equalled the amazing spectacle of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West
Show. Complete with cowboys, Indians, buffalo, the Pony
Express, it was truly an epic of the American frontier. And it
was real. The cowboys were straight off the ranch, the Indians
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fresh from the wigwam. On top of it all, Colonel Bill Cody
himself—Buffalo Bill-was a genuine buffalo hunter, an Indian
fighter with many bullet and arrow scars to prove it.

From the time she joined the show in 1884, Annie
was its star. Her act with Frank was no longer called “Butler
and Oakley.” It was “Annie Oakley” now.

With a fanfare of drum and bugle Annie would come
riding into the arena like a whirlwind. While a galloping
cowboy threw targets in the air ahead of her, Annie, astride
her pony, would lift her rifle and shatter them. Then she would
leap off and run to the gun table, where Frank tossed glass
balls for her to shoot down.

Next Frank would stand about fifty feet from her,
holding a playing card, usually the five of hearts, and she
would shoot through each heart. Finally, Frank would swing
a glass ball round his body on a cord, and Annie, lying
backwards over a chair, her gun upside down, would break
the ball.

Remembering the harshness of her own childhood,
Annie had a special sympathy for children. One Sunday, as
she was out driving, she saw a swarm of children behind the
iron railings of an orphanage. She at once invited them all to
the Wild West Show. Next day she rode into the tent with a
special salute to her fifty guests, and later bought them ice
cream. After that, “Annie Oakley Day” became a regular
feature of the Wild West Show, with Buffalo Bill contributing
free tickets for the children, and Annie buying them ice
cream.

A frequent visitor to the show was Mark Twain, the
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famous author of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. In a
letter to Buffalo Bill he made a startling suggestion: why not
take the show to England to let the people there see something
really American? It was an exciting idea, and in early 1887
the company boarded a steamer for London.

Long before its opening, the show was the talk of
London, where nothing like it had ever been seen— Red
Indians camping in tents at the Earls Court exhibition grounds,
cowboys wandering in and out of Westminster Abbey and
the Tower of London. Most of all, Annie Oakley, small,
graceful, tastefully dressed. Few English people could believe
that this was really the “Girl of the Western Plains,” who
could shoot rings round their own crack marksmen.

The opening performance was watched by many of
the most famous people in England. And a few days later
Queen Victoria, whose Golden Jubilee was being celebrated,
requested a special performance for herself and her Jubilee
guests—all the crowned heads of Europe. To Annie, Her
Majesty said with admiration, “You are a very clever little
girl.”

Presently an invitation came from Crown Prince
Wilhelm of Germany, who wanted Annie to shoot for the
German Emperor. So, leaving the show for a while, Annie
and Frank travelled alone to Berlin.

It was cold on the racecourse where Annie was to
shoot, and the rows of royalty and stiff German officers in
the central stand made her feel rather frightened. As Frank
prepared the targets, he whispered to her: “They’re just
people, Missie, and crazy about shooting.”
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Suppose She Hit the Prince!

Annie cheered up. But then Prince Wilhelm, the
future Kaiser, strode out towards her. He mentioned a trick
he had seen her perform in London, and asked her to repeat
it. The audience was suddenly tense and silent. Lighting a
cigarette, Prince Wilhelm stood erect while Annie paced off
fifty feet. She turned, raised her gun and fired.

The cigarette remained in the Prince’s lips, but the
lighted end was gone. The audience gasped with relief, then
roared its applause. Suppose she had lost her nerve and hit
the Prince! But sure-shot Annie Oakley never lost her nerve.

Annie and Frank went for a second foreign tour with
the Wild West Show before they decided it was time they
settled down. Back in America, they built a home of their
own, where Annie planted some apple trees and Frank began
to grow strawberries. Yet when she heard that the Wild West
Show was opening in Chicago at the World’s Fair of 1893,
Annie couldn’t resist packing her guns again.

In Chicago that summer Buffalo Bill’s Wild West
Show had to turn away thousands of people every day
because there wasn’t enough room. At thirty three Annie
was at the peak of her fame. For eight more years she
continued to astonish the world every summer, and went back
to her apple trees in the autumn. Sometimes she and Frank
would speak of retiring. But every spring the lure of the

showman’s life took them on their travels again.
* * *

Annie Oakley died in 1926, but today her name is as

s§g805050 s




www.burmeseclassic.com

Joo condané:

alive as ever. The story of her amazing feats, as told in the
stage and screen versions of Annie, Get Your Gun!, has

continued to delight more audiences than ever saw the Wild
West Show.
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THEY REMEMBERED THE
BIRKENHEAD

The man of the Birkenhead did not die invain
By KEITH MONROE

In times of terrible danger at sea. Englishmen aboard
ship are likely to say quietly to one another: "Remember the
Birkenhead! " They know the brave story of how that
famous troopship met disaster in 1852, and it steadies them
in moments of panic. Sometimes it has helped them to die
like men. Often it has given them a self-control that saved
their lives.

Over 100 years afterwards, on March 28% 1954,
the memory of it brought hundreds of passengers through a
close call with death, in one of the greats sea rescues in
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history.

Just before seven o'clock that morning, the troopship
Empire Windrush, was ploughing through the Mediterranean
about fifty miles off the coast of Africa. Passengers who
were up early to watch the sunrise suddenly felt the deck
shudder and jump. Threads of black smoke began weaving
up through the splintered planking. From deep down in the
ship came an ominous rumble.

A seaman stumbled on deck from a hatchway below.
He had no hair and no eyebrows; his face was black and
one cheek was badly cut. "Fire!" He shouted. " There's been
an explosion in the boiler room!"

Already the fire was spreading rapidly, and in a few
minutes the ship's middle section was blazing hard.

The officers and crew worked fast and smoothly.
They tried first to stop the fire or keep it under control. A
few officers strolled on the passenger decks setting the
passengers an example of calmness.

Captain William Wilson, the skipper, soon realized
that the blaze was beyond control. "Smoke was pouring over
the ship and flames were shooting out," he said afterwards.
"I gave orders to abandon ship."

Everyone could see that this would probably mean
death for many people, because some of the lifeboats were
cut off by flames. The ship was crowded. She was carrying
servicemen home from the Far East, and many had their
families with them.

Altogether there were 1,515 people on board—
including 125 women, eighty-seven children and seventeen
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invalids. The twelve remaining lifeboats could carry fewer
than 100 people each. Clearly, there wouldn't be room for
everyone.

But nobody panicked, and nobody selfishly rushed
for the boats. Through a megaphone came the calm voice of
Colonel Robert Scott, commander of the troops on board:

"This is the Birkenhead drill. Stand fast on deck.
Wait until you are sent to a boat:

An Australian woman asked her English husband:
"What's the Birkenhead drill?"

"It isn't actually a drill," he explained. " In England
the word 'dill' often means ' discipline.' The Birkenhead dill
is simply to stand by and not move until ordered."

He didn't tell his wife that the Birkenhead discipline
is only used when abandoning ship. It means that all men
must stand still, no matter what the danger, while women
and children are put into the lifeboats.

To the Lifeboats!

The men of the Empire Windrush lived up to the
Birkenhead tradition. Blackened and half-blinded by smoke,
the ship's crew stayed at their posts while the soldier-
passengers quietly formed ranks on deck with their officers.

The lifeboat crews herded women and children into
the boats. Without moving from their ranks, the husbands
and fathers took off their coats and tossed them into the
boats. The women would need them for warmth if rescue
ships were a long time coming.
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Within twenty minutes of the alarm, the women,
children and invalids were all in the lifeboats. By now the
fire was as hot as a blast-furnace. The glass in the porthole
windows made a noise like cracking whips as it broke in the
heat. There was still room in the boats for some of the men.

"How shall we choose which men may go?" One of
the officers asked Colonel Scott.

The Colonel repeated the old rule which is followed
in such cases: "Funeral order, of course—youngest first."

The officers moved down the ranks, picking out the
younger soldiers and ordering them into the last lifeboats. If
even one of those who remained had dashed for a boat, many
others might have followed him; but none of them moved.
And because there was no disorder, all the lifeboats were
lowered without capsizing, even though they were packed
with passengers.

"Abandon Ship!"

When the last lifeboat had been launched, about
300 soldiers and crew still remained on the ship's deck. They
showed no alarm as they watched the boats row away.

Captain Wilson's uniform was in rags, and his shoes
were nearly burnt off his feet. But he roamed his ship, leading
a final search to make sure no one had been left below.
Then he supervised the crew as they gathered kegs, planks
and anything else that would float, and threw them into the
sea so the men would have something to cling to later.

Colonel Scott shouted the last orders to his soldiers:
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“Take off your outer clothing and shoes, and get over the
side—but do not swim to a life boat!”

With the fire at their heels, the men jumped into the
sea. No other ships were in sight. No one could say how
long it would be before rescue arrived, if it ever did.

An old deck steward, with most of his hair burnt off
and his face blistered, went on lashing deck chairs together
as floats for the men in the water. When the job was finished
he jumped, followed by Colonel Scott and Captain Wilson—
the last to leave the ship.

The heavily loaded lifeboats stood by, a temptingly
short distance away. Most of the men in the water could
easily have reached one. But they obeyed orders and kept
their distance, clinging to any float they could find. Some
supported shipmates who could not swim.

"There was not the slightest sign of panic," Captain
Wilson reported later. "The discipline was remarkable."

It was about a quarter past eight when a cheer went
up from the lifeboats. A freighter had been sighted on the
horizon, coming to the rescue.

Three more ships appeared within half an hour.
Picking up the swimmers took slow and careful work, but
within two hours the last survivor had been saved. The burning
hulk of the Empire Windrush sank soon afterwards.

Apart from four men who had been in the boiler
room when the explosion occurred, not a single person was
lost. The "Birkenhead drill" had brought its reward.
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The Birkenhead Story

Behind that drill is a story of amazing courage and
discipline. In 1582 the troopship Birkenhead was carrying
soldiers and their families to South Africa. About forty miles
from Cape Town, at two o'clock in the morning, she struck a
hidden rock. Ten minutes later, while white-faced people
were stumbling and crawling through a maze of smashed
timber to reach the deck, the ship struck again and split in
two. The forward half sank, but everyone managed to reach
the stern in time.

Of the 630 people aboard, 170 were women and
children. The soldiers were raw recruits; their few officers
were young and inexperienced. Three lifeboats were left,
and only sixty people could be put in each of them.

The ship was breaking up and would only stay afloat
a few more minutes. Anyone who didn't get a boat faced
certain death because the sea swarmed with sharks. You
might have expected wild panic. Yet there was none.

The commander of the troops, Colonel Sidney Seton,
ordered the men to be lined up on deck. The hundreds of
soldiers accepted their fate calmly. By the light of torches,
they formed their ranks while the women and children were
put into the three lifeboats.

As the last boat rowed away, its passengers saw
the lines of red-coated soldiers standing stiffly to attention,
as if on parade. The ship's crew stood with them, and the
water closed over their heads as the Birkenhead sank.

A few men struggled to the surface after the ship
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had gone down, and were able to hang on to pieces of floating
wreckage. A rescue ship picked them up that afternoon. But
436 men died before help came. One was Colonel Seton,
who hung on to a plank until he saw two cabin boys drowning
nearby. He pushed his plank to them. When he found that it
would not support all three, he let go and sank.

Captain John Wright, one officer who was saved,
spoke later about the wonderful courage and discipline of
the men. "Everyone did as directed,”" he said. "There was
not a murmur among them. Orders were carried out as if the
men were embarking in stead of going to the bottom."

The story of the Birkenhead was heard in England
with both sorrow and pride. Monuments were erected to
those who had lost their lives. Fifty years later Rudyard Kipling
commemorated it in verse:

"To stand an be still to the Birken'ead drill.

Is a d&—tough bullet to chew."

Before the Birkenhead disaster, when a ship went
down it was usually "every man for himself." The strongest
got the lifeboats, and women and children were sometimes
left behind. The tradition of “women children first” made
immortal by the famous troopship in 1852, has since saved
many lives at sea. And in March 1954, in the terror of the
burning Empire Windrush, it saved 1,511 more.
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The Case of the Shaking Hand
How a handwriting expert became a detective
By HANNA SULNER

One day some years ago I had a telephone call from
a police officer at the criminal court in Budapest, where 1
lived. “Would you examine some specimens of handwriting
to do with the Alexander Morvay case?”” The officer asked.

I had been following the Morvay case closely in the
newspapers. | said that I would be glad to do what I could.

The facts of the case were simple and seemed to
show that only one man could be guilty. Alexander Morvay,
a cashier, had been the only employee in the firm who knew
the combination that opened his employer’s safe. Five hun-
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dred thousand Hungarian pingos (about £ 9,000) had disap-
peared from the safe during a weekend shortly before Christ-
mas. Morvay had been the last employee to leave the office
on the Friday before. His fingerprints were the only ones
found on the safe.

No action was taken against Morvay until the third
week of the investigation, when the detectives made a star-
tling discovery. The found that on the day after the robbery
someone had paid 480,000 pengos (about £ 8,500) into a
Budapest bank under the name of Anna Nagy, Anna Nagy
is as common a name in Hungary as Mary Smith is in En-
gland, but it was also the name of Alexander Morvay’s wife
before her marriage. Further, it was found that Morvay and
his wife had spent about 20,000 pengos just before Christ-
mas. On this evidence, Morvay was arrested and thrown
into gaol.

Naturally the police sought out the clerk at the bank
to ask him if Mrs. Morvay was the woman who had paid in
the 480,000 pengos. By a twist of fate, however, the clerk,
who was an elderly man, had died of a heart attack just after
New Year’s Day. In Hungary a person who pays in money
at a bank does not have to give an address. So the only
record the police had was the signature “Anna Nagy” on the
paying-in slip, and a similar one on the card kept by the bank
to identify a person’s signature.

The Two Handwritings

That is where I came into the case. The court wanted

s§g805050 s




www.burmeseclassic.com

J&y condané:

me to compare these two signatures with samples of Mrs.
Morvay’s handwriting. A swift look showed that they were
not at all alike. Mrs. Morvay’s script was bold and firm, while
the handwriting on the paying-in slip was shaky and uncer-
tain.

For this the police offered two possible explanations:
either Anna Morvay had purposely disguised her handwrit-
ing (as one might expect her to do) or the shakiness had
been caused by her nervousness at the time. After all, if
Anna Morvay had been paying in stolen money, she would
have been nervous, wouldn’t she? Besides, if she hadn’t paid
in the money, who had? The newspapers had been giving
full details of the case, yet no other Anna Nagy had come
forward as the owner of the money. And Morvay’s lawyer
had not been idle. He had tracked down every Anna Nagy
listed in every directory in the city, every register of voters,
without turning up any useful information.

I took the Anna Nagy signature to my laboratory. A
thorough examination, including photo enlargements, con-
vinced me that the signature on the paying-in slip was not a
disguise of Mrs. Morvay’s handwriting, but was the natural
handwriting of some other woman. The shakiness seemed
to come from some illness or weakness that made writing
difficult. I thought the writer was probably much older than
Mrs. Morvay.

I stated my opinion during Morvay’s trial, but it did
not save him. The evidence on the other side-his knowledge
of the combination of the safe, his fingerprints, his unusual
wild spending—was judged to be overwhelming. Morvay was
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found guilty and sent back to prison.

There the matter might have rested, Except that I
could not get the case out of my mind. I was sure Anna
Morvay hadn’t paid in that money. Well, if she hadn’t, then
someone else had. If I could only find that person.....

I telephoned Morvay’s lawyer. “I’d like to have a
talk with your client,” I said.

“Why?” He asked.

“Because I think he may be innocent. One thing I’'m
certain of : his wife didn’t pay in that money. Perhaps by
visiting each of them in turn I can get some sort of clue that
might help to appeal against the verdict of the court.”

Guilty or Not Guilty?

Alexander Morvay sat in his cell, a bewildered and
defeated man. He was completely innocent, he told me, but
how could he prove it? Everything pointed towards his guilt
and nobody else had even been suspected.

Yes, he had opened the safe that Friday, but only to
take out money for the staff’s wages, as he did every week.
Yes, he had been the last to leave the office. Yes, he had
gone Christmas shopping the next day with his wife. Yes,
20,000 pengos was a lot of money for them to be spending,
but they had saved it gradually since their marriage four years
before.

Did any other employee know the combination of
the safe? Not so far as he knew. What about the 480,000
pengos that had been paid in under his wife’s maiden name?
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He knew nothing about it. And his wife had sworn in the
witness box that the signature on the paying-in slip was not
hers.

When I went to see Anna Morvay I was shocked
by what I found. She was in hospital, suffering from a ner-
vous breakdown. I could get nothing from her but wild-eyed
denials that she and her husband had done anything wrong. I
tried to cheer her up by telling her that I knew she had not
signed the paying-in slip, but my words did little good. “They’ll
never believe you,” she sobbed.

I returned to the lawyer. “We’ve simply got to save
this family,” I said. “It’s possible, of course, that Morvay got
someone else to pay in the money under the name of Anna
Nagy. But I can’t believe it. Perhaps the person who paid in
the money came from the country.”

The lawyer gave a weary shrug. “We can’t check
every village in Hungary. Besides, why should anyone from
the country pay in such a large sum and then vanish com-
pletely? After all, everyone in the country must know all about
the case. Why hasn’t the right person come forward?”

The Turning Point

The next day proved to be the turning point in this
strange case. I was having lunch with a doctor friend and
poured out the story to him. But he only smiled.

“Aren’t you letting your sympathies run away with
you? After all, the evidence....”

“It isn’t a matter of sympathy,” I said furiously. “It’s
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a matter of science. That paying-in slip was signed by some-
one much older than Mrs. Morvay, somebody with a handi-
cap that made writing difficult.”

“Handicap?” He said, a note of new interest in his
voice. “You mean she could have been il1?”

“Yes.”

“Have the hospitals been checked?” He asked.

I sat speechless for a moment. Then I snatched my
hat and coat and ran out of the restaurant.

At the first hospital I found a young Anna Nagy
who had just had her tonsils removed. She had been ques-
tioned before entering the hospital. The second hospital had
no Anna Nagy among its patients. At the third the superin-
tendent said, “Yes, we have an Anna Nagy. She is recover-
ing from an operation.”

My heart began to beat faster.

“Doe she live in Budapest?”

“No, she comes from the country.”

“When did she come to this hospital?”

“She came in just before Christmas.”

“I’d like to see her at once it’s important!”

Propped up in her bed was a sad-faced, middle-aged
woman. She was nearly blind, and had come to Budapsest,
she told me, for a serious eye operation. Because it would
mean a long stay in the city, she had brought a large sum of
money with her. After paying it into a bank, she had gone
straight to the hospital. During her long recovery she had
been unable to read the newspapers, and no one had men-
tioned the Morvay case to her.
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I asked her to sign her name, explaining why I made
this strange request. I did not have to be an expert to see
that her shaky script matched the signature on the paying-in
slip.

The Culprit

Now that I had found the real Anna Nagy, the case
against Alexander Morvay collapsed. The lawyer put for-
ward the new evidence in an appeal and Morvay was set
free.

The police then turned their attention to the only other
person who could have got at the money: the owner of the
business himself. After several hours of close questioning he
finally broke down. He confessed that during the week -end
of the crime, wearing gloves, he had opened and robbed his
own safe. The contents of the safe were insured, and he
hoped the insurance company would pay his firm what had
been lost , and that he would get away with the money as
well. After this confession, he was tried and sentenced to
prison.

With their troubles over, Mr. and Mrs. Morvay started
happily on a new life.

s§g805050




www.burmeseclassic.com

soc3fifodope 2

opgoddcondeq

cafbogS ochifypSoseoeiibep gidems
§dqp2 ofo8an crdegap Jerepordion [gdedrecde 0rcdcd
©$:200500p31 DM . . .

“spcocbagnicedeniangsé 0od0(G: coodess §8903
odes0: curcogEoloncdalop:”

Do agneedcoimyg wmEioqpE Claowgol
conéfd: 0obes3B:gbcloopSn Befozpé 05§Ewe arpddl
ceSer Bicfpeieiog

egogorg> megiqlreaneopd [gdgopreggdop
Be00300xE§opdi Bopgn scucdagnesden: ooy é
[g20p5u

20p80egmimsod opegiel Sidengndd gEeom
0§20 B3Bope1 B 0BGV FaOPSI BEENDY

ILJ L L I

m§eod§és obieg (0€8) clad§: (eolé gooo o§)en sslgeorg

s§g805050 s

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

JGo condané:

o3& ocgl mbeg BodqodRE eopPodroopbl Begecdcd
camogpegm§Eadné e§r05adoy§qd30e> cedenronnyé
[g8o0pSi coogreclogé eop oo codbegepepigocopds
codeuiel 0degePeP:onyElgdesaopdi

§923.00 9hr0036B[eP GoacdyStegeaDzORSI
6§2055 9260000520208} [g§:95609,8305¢ coMcd6d:
Bo5[gé: [gdoopdu 920848 c§205Beger0é cslondd
HB0AME0¢ 0EJeg Gaurad§igdeoE: (0l oo 9§)cd
928$2$280p6000 920088 928§a3010003603, 2051 10§
¢ ‘2a8$2928'peann §20p3¢n :EL§RE codoudrpeand
220p50)3] 6gpEal 0agcdest edlaophi BBeond scdegoopdom
codcuiciagiongd egodercmdagnicedeuiel 92§000520p00
oSt 92€§0§780¢ [§6e5[g§0pdi cedenia’d adieentimarph:
9qge036c3E8xpE 0EJgbeomtiearnnd ohicdodopdal co3.q
[G$ 0051 g)sreconcderconiepisnq cedeuiad 92gi0ad copd30d
[g€: [gdoopb

qoocopd: wod3Eepoadcdadal ogaBiayé oS
600000 coff: 9200pe0 ©QMAEE5E0: YOBELICIEEIE07 Getdl
oopbi Beood(gdgleon egroaddonees(tiien §d0p(G: e9o05
869208 croéop$ilgcdB: Bgeap ogareplg§aopdt weeod
[GeS0g¢ oabeo Blersuiesoepocdi Bele3oé §oag.m
qe3056000 9260000522009 BMNEBR egaptiddE cqpcd:
002:00p3 QV039038¢ CVADeEIYEB0D [P3pde§ croB[gored cpd
cqpadicot0p) 9284798006000 ABeTd§dYE §oopdi

cocdeepsds

oYesppE 0380 0Eangfgigdoopdi B ecdeds
§¢ codeudiad: coodeepadad wblogesfG: §peord0pé coabeand
Qo5 3q opB[gdaopdt cocdeersdaed adtoeopelopE: wjodes

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

soc3fifodope Se

38305486 Baoodloogh vgodesdendl cocdesiyn 923
oacd qoophl 38aopdn egapliddeclon coddeerys 96§59
[g8eg00pSu

§o> B eig§ocindsq egodceSeotopiomed
odeqad@ab(Gieqicontoopdi ()03 pdon§epaopdurcop:
0a0go3§ooed)  Bowpdd Bogsoaé Bodegpodapiegean
clogpé cobon§[gé:(godEoopdn oodomifgEaopd: oSiepdl
egelog:0? 92089$00603 [gpdqepdddlagé 8cdesqpodapiod
38&clepSaomt

RBge §eooraopdon gegad opuagliay€ ondbop o
ogn:o0adil oEteempmaopd: ) eeesasoyriod sacon: 805
cudlgesaopdi Bolagjod afegen Regdlon elgradepd muderd
$7§78 cdeancdomemy eoleandi cedemdl mojean
6,655 320007:DECHPD 00O 2E§7§78 F6pd0D
o0g| 00330§:00901 8:3§09p01 SsogegEiecyaRdl voy$
3058503053t c30dep PoSoopdi A3eoodeopd om0y saepecoEi

0g1§800p5: 9282928 B9IR BraIFr 0820558
g€ ©2050§0dI 2[R 00pdere(gé e85 0desoifogpd
Cloopdi egapéiddeclon coodeqeer vgodesden: BEE0?
g|odeepooni(gés adroewrddi ofgn: 9adEndindeunadeEl cwod
cqpoolgdaopdun 9288w wifagpd8aopdi condesp se55§0655
% [g8esoopdyreon eofieng Ropdd ghamispdicig
2§E8E[gdeont cepamiqur§§oopdi 0gdd cedenicoabogh
90005 926055[05:8E0pd0p c0E8aopSi

Q§6A ogosad §iemdpE bR mé[gadl
coozo0pdi BeooScopd: og§6el agadBgodepion 9Rad ©e0d
§€36q) mBocdm mélgoonieon Sideogrom§iiad Bes

g€ soogyedlmradegep! cotonifgasfgn: egod: gpiadod(ge:
000} 926005 EPIND Y&idiespiey §reodm

s§g805050 s

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

Joo condané:

opaocopdi g3enxfgé cedeuiogpap$elopts 9§oopdur 8qE
camefogpé coondonésdd [g§clagazqgpecoanpdi

035661 BodDRE g)92ed cmgoro: [gSeesdayé
b g)Bsoé Bglgcdecnaddoqpfeopdi egeabdoped

ILd

codeuclad: axoolgd8un ag§dodaody) uiiogpb8a0pdi o3gd
Q€ Q)eg opSopeadangbil eafgn: oodeundban [géqepdi
BR} 6. Po5§Ee - - -

Bsé codeuidl 6g o5 ¥§:200580000I

‘og§60> olupt magoopdy eog géorddep’

‘onoBaon: amgeded’

‘opg0 [gBedon: codoncdg cadgeangporm egogés

0000 ) afi60050 26§ DWABRWLEW? §660HES:
B0} ool cescdatfg§ralodapdiogpded dap§escoromecozeB
§2e058qEqcba3 [g€a0aé upddEoepas(ogéiededd

co&odop’

oofg88e]

200deg6ee560e0 R0Pra§imeidmE 30D
8056205mj07 efo3pEanddmad [gdesgpecopdi gjeeedd o
ooy $qlelopEn adom(gdedoleloyrEielgogpoopbi adeand
omadeooep: [§8Ecloogpdin saelgercseqbqbon dpompans
slopéiRonagd gagesaopht [48g oypog§dtycdep =ofgo:
nddmdeancdBgopd: o[géi

Searfeosen ooogph gSiamedpo: mgh
22008000epincd mdudder egeodcuig§ sguqOEdI
o) oopdencoph: &§ardodar [gaopdi §ra§iozd egocded:
0§ 9030p5¢nc0pS: apuEgdelore: 0§do0di egrciordegapt
oG ogedicl sqgecieacyad eepocSogadiooopdyncogs: s
[g8o0pbn 0E3gdeant:dearn egefogien opBmessrconsd

s§g805050

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

sa§idodojpo Joo

226079600t 606wIBDB(RRITOGE: [§Baopbencopdie§ootdi
Bewd Begelziad g§Icomecgd o3 coadodF:dl§

Bonomghion oo[gpdi{gpdiecaonéiangeon eglgdoogdi

c0goeEopd oan§iodad Bap apm(ge efgo: eapd
206200600 Fe:0: BfGFeorpcopd nBooged
Blgdagé opadierjonosrepbes mabapd 90ag0t com 0EY
c0zaB§qdeant: c3gemmll opomgeadi opadion copd: egagts
ddedl o aBeoden oy adecs ewodeloE: §eordeq oé
ST A

oped: egadesenta gpie0p.chbqeo; ogpd ojudadé
o€agaapadapiogn:daopdi ean:§ooEooniqaopdi 0ps¢ apatys:
& om[gdgedoleloddé: [gpele3rleloEs: [GEepo0pSecnd
Sl omog) cercfoqeonreay 03§80 Hdeilm crdeod¢n oprLsd
90500005 0g8deom: com&Bdlelope: elgogerieuid]
co010pS1 Beadd ‘0B gEelgromad Wfeglene ewrcdd’
2 Brepspone

0g1§6c0pb: 6q 6505 B[g§anaopdi

Booownadeon o603 muSed [§6ecmrecSapl
6656010 M[gRAINEEM6aNM] 92E0§78303 §o0p54
2098138005 Bgaopd: [§68Eameon 929§0101 slevg oy6
607 958300088 ot egopliamicicpund $05a0 G5O
[g8eom&:gdecdy

6,69 [Breg c0§8E 05t EYBRRBG: . .

‘§e0dgo §oog) gy 2BGopdfE: gpesiiocd
opt 6§o5[§ 8eancdepioy egecpadapds@: omelopé 8d3
6OPO3R2qOA I M§M§e[grecdopl 8mg me(ogaés
0 8§E&axBes(30yeso0den od8egaptio) §qé omefopé

coloconcoiondd’

s§g805050 s

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

JoJ condané:

200 pd sc[qoé:

oglopi0§ic9e000 990RE esobmbesd 20008
me[gpéindaed eolodamneronpbi 8cdeagsepo§odeanad
§¢ eg0dben ote59C: m0m6(03pE:A elgrlgesSaopdi soepos
ScBeagon [Geaged. « «

‘R3pm oogomeslg 005 LBiScdesomnddog sleod

S2GO0D0DFICONER TIRAROND «
0318840 qodorqoda)G: o%ogo:cm cee

‘ngamnegBicnéiiadegor wopddopiagl slov B§
gl B egapdddedlm BeodIEENieESEd, 390D
adzoaBewnodoni oM s05ecSemd6d5i0y BOGien§
98:0) 8§r0008e0ncdm ogpdo3s [P3pon: 0&:oncdicoqoy
Q©O5903R’

QoB0qed Bodoendagnieand 6eoodss . « «

‘00§88:c8 vacdaomn 690l eoy§rerongp e
06om&: 0§l BaSorcro:’

‘692t . . . 0pOBOOAY’

‘o8 cani§ezen epl3psBBeony’

03§6¢0 aangCledercumafgayfBiesaod ooy
c[grecseonad Binbsmddadiadarg oneancddee
26[gienqgn: ROdANFE0600RdI

00ea)1650:§pEe0y qecnr 92€§2§2890 900h
coScaSecv§eaniaopdi 92o3:[god[Giolgdoopdi cs0t§ €058
m0& 9pBeon odews(f: [gdegopdi godw ca0:§opé eonp
98§7$78 920p08E$0 0§1 OB cevi§eepadeon s
RO . . .

‘92852285307 crderncdeorn§dloacdi $805 cpoofd:
$o00§0030l

038840 qEecpomney cp§aesigdaooagdd. . .

s§g805050

HI_II"II'-II'_ﬂr_

I_Lﬂ==ll_-.‘
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

ca§idoioyp JoR

‘slocdder egomamaop’

‘00rdBClont 60mm caBaoEl

‘DBor§ion 620:§00500001S a€ep’

‘0qged5ea3E8mennile’

‘a3 eog olgeo a8gpi sreegiag§icdal

9> 9§p0d:03 s0Eeolopé cwxfGcpconiqoopdi
qodgom pRpdpcadeddi sagudon apaooddEieanad [gdoogd
qo58m udoneancd§:d: [gdesaopdi opoeslperq ¢obad:
38cdmdq§ pslocddl madangelydep srcordfoplo
c$qepdlgdeomelopé egroph sacordepigpicco: ayaongoogdi
nslooddeepaieory madaé egaderdiopiss es0:§ad
o§r09aBadoodi qedd3Biaopd e§ocd0aEpl: apewngdes
cooteaepgpé wmEiend3 adi00005§EN muSopmecopd:
cedeumemefopé: 03 elgrelg8logu

03§80 mgmelopiad gEigBiegocd oRro03¢cda3
Bfgole§ eomEo§eaopdi s6§5§06553 &Eareann HEAIVMRE0H
¢ eg&iddeil oo coodeddgEdoplgbeseloydt: B8EQ$en
03§83 cocbegpdlgeondeurndd [gdesq§ecdoleq

Roposed

03§60 98§0§28920803 eog [Gropdegocdozom:
cuodemigradl 0raonaogd §905¢n saieduiedogaieceooRI
6§.650 92600005920020603 ME[G[grecdy swdoep
§ge0r5m 6edeoiad qaodadabecooogli

wamslogde [Gdompag$8EapomdBionn o§eon
ccoep §29d.0 pMcdFrpieorpdi pde§: 3EqEaeg:
R0SBEa [g8gepdi adrecvigr§ecnad [35fegSecdecsadad
e8] 0d8€eoneyl efgpéaod cuigqereopoRbi §:80d
QPRE 59305988 opegad pABASA3E Srapdoopbi 8:5

s§g805050 s

. T —
(L B §_ ] | S,
By



www.burmeseclassic.com

Jog condané:

co0gm0&: 0gEbigiaR 2o ‘9008’ cpdoonidep egPadSaz:
ca 6gAd smedomgadm cuieayPadiepdn ojspdien:(dé
opega3eep gmedeaySelrgiadcl 923E8epbi §recdoyé
slgrSqyodeosfGiaopdesrod §reordm B cconésadqécdad

20pSI
30! conmey @$elgrdGiopiesrcd codenic}
a$ie008§9r0pb: cofeuBgégé mowddd offmg(g§dleco

ool

s§g805050




www.burmeseclassic.com

cad§ifodopp J29

THE CHINESE KIDNAPPING
IN LONDON
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The Chinese Kidnapping in Lon!
don

We have all read about kidnapping, but sash sto-
ries have mostly been fiction. Here is the story of a real
kidnapping that took place in the centre of London . If
this tense and true drama had turned out differently, the
entire course of modern Chinese history might have been
changed.

By KURT SINGER

“We Chinese are not barbarians, you know,” said
the polite gentleman in a mandarin gown . “ The proper for-
malities will be observed. First the trial and then the behead-

ing.
The words were spoken on a Monday morning in
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October 1896, to a young Chinese student held captive at
No.49 Portland Place, London . The address was that of the
Imperial Chinese Legation , home of the Chinese Empero's
representatives in London.

The young man was not afraid to die. He knew he
had done things in China that were crimes in the eyes of the
Emperor. But it was a bitter thing to be trapped here in
London , half a world away . Listening to the noises of the
city outside his heavily barred window, he wondered how
soon his friend Dr. Cantlie would realize he was missing.

Dr.Cantlie had formerly been his teacher at medical
school in Hong Kong, so the young man had called to see
him as soon as he arrived in London. At Dr. Cantlie’s house
that evening there had been much to talk about . The young
man told how he had been forced to flee from China when it
was found out that he was planning to overthrow the Em-
peror, whom he hated . When Dr.Cantlie heard this, he looked
grave . “We don’t live far from the Imperial Chinese Lega-
tion,” he said. “ You’d better give that place a wide berth.”

The young man had not taken the warning seriously.
He felt safe in the great city of London. On a Saturday morn-
ing about a week later, as he was on his way to visit Dr.Cantlie,
a Chinese met him in the street, and with a polite smile asked
what part of China he came from.

“ Canton , ” the young man replied.

“ That makes us friend . I, too, am from Canton,”
said the other . As they strolled on together , chatting in
Cantonese , suddenly two other Chinese joined them . At
once all pretence of politeness was dropped. They young
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man was seized by the arms and steered round the corner to
a large buil ding where a door opened quietly as though they
were expected.

They locked him in a small room on the third floor of
the building. He looked out of the tiny window but could see
only rooftops. Then the door was unbolted and a tall, white-
haired Englishman came in. He was a lawyer serving the
Chinese Emperor. “ My dear young man,” he began, “ you
are now in the Imperial Chinese Legation , which is Chinese
territory . To all intents and purposes you are in China, under
Chinede law. May I have your name?”

The young man gave his name.

The English man smiled. “We know better. Your
name is Sun Wen. As Sun Wen, you wrote a petition asking
for freedom for the Chinese people and see it to the Em-
peror. You have displeased your Emperor. We have been
ordered to hold you prisoner, to await the Emperor’s per-
sonal wishes.”

After the lawyer had left, carpenters came and fixed
a second lock on the door , and two guards were posted to
keep watch day and night. That such a kidnapping could be
carried out so smoothly on a busy Saturday morning in the
heart of London seemed hard to believe.

The next morning the young man had a visit from
the man who had first stopped him in the street. He said his
name was Tang and that he was an official of the Legation.
*“ All arrangements have been made for your return to China,
” Tang said. “ A cargo boat of the Glen Line is waiting for
you at London docks. It will sail a week from tomorrow for
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Canton, where you will be put to death.”

“Without a trial, I suppose,” said the young man. It
was then that Tang said: “First the trial, then the beheading.”

As the days went by, the young man wrote on bits
of paper and threw them out of the window, hopping that
passersby would find them. But one of these notes was spot-
ted by the Chinese guards , and wooden boards were fas-
tened across his window.

He had one last chance—to appeal to the English
servants who came each day to clean his room and bring
him food. They never spoke to him , but one of them, whose
name was Edward Cole, had a kind face. So one morning
the young man spoke to him. “ I am a refugee from China. I
belong to a party that wants everyone in China to be free , as
you are in England. I am being held here by force. My life is
in your hands. If my friends could be told that I am a pris-
oner here, I should be saved. Otherwise I shall be sent to
China and beheaded.”

Edward Cole finished sweeping the floor and left
without saying a word . But, coming in that evening with a
scuttle of coal, he pointed towards it and went out. Among
the coal was a scrap of paper. It read: “I am willing to taken
a letter to one of your friends.”

With a stub of pencil, on an old visiting card, the
young man wrote an appeal for help to Dr. Cantlie.

Cole waited until two days later, a Saturday, which
was his day off, to deliver the letter. It came as a thunderbolt
to Dr.Cantlie. He knew he had to do something quickly, and
decided to go to Scotland Yard. The police officers there
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were polite, but the story was so fantastic that they thought
he was mad.

Cole had told Dr. Cantlie that the prisoner was to be
shipped home on Tuesday . It was Sunday morning now, and
that left only forty- eight hours more in which to act.

In desperation Dr. Cantlie went straight to the For-
eign Office. But the clerk on duty said that nothing could be
done on a Sunday. He would report the matter to higher
authorities the next morning. This was a delicate matter and
would take time.

Dr.Cantlie then tried to find some private detectives
to help him, but their offices were closed. He went back to
Scotland Yard and to the local police—without resulit.

All Dr. Cantlie’s efforts failed . But he did not give
up. Early the next morning he hired private detectives to
watch the Chinese Legation day and night, and to keep watch
on every ship leaving for China. Then he went back to the
Foreign Office, where he told his story again. The Foreign
Office asked Scotland Yard to find out whether the Chi-
nese Legation had hired a ship from any of the shipping
lines.

Scotland Yard now worked fast. The answer came
promptly. A Glen Line ship was due to leave on Tuesday to
take a cargo to China— and one passenger.

The problem was how to release the prisoner from
the Legation, which was Chinese territory. Then a London
newspaper printed Dr.Cantlie’s story— and that was the
turning point. Other newspapers did the same. There was
an outcry against the behavior of the Chinese, and next day
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the Foreign Secretary demanded that they should set the
prisoner free. Two hours later Chinese guards led the young
man downstairs. Waiting for him was his good friend Dr.
Cantlie, an inspector from Scotland Yard and an official from
the Foreign Office. As the four men walked out of the Le-
gation, a great cheer went up from the huge crowd which
had gathered to greet the prisoner.

After a visit to Scotland Yard and a happy dinner at
Dr. Cantlie’s home , the young Chinese wrote a letter of
thanks to every London newspaper. No editor could then
know how famous the writer of that letter was to become.

The young man’s name was Sun Yat-sen , though
he was know in China as Sun Wen. For years he continued
to work against the Emperor’s rule, which was brought to
an end in 1912 after a revolution. Sun Yat-sen then became
the first president of the Republic of China.
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THE “FLYING FISH”
ACO AIRLINE DETECTIVE
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The "FLYING FISH" Aco Airline Detective
He matches wits with criminal half a world away
By LAWRENCE LADER

It was after midnight at London Airport. Behind the
steel-barred windows of the precious-cargo warehouse lay
gold and diamonds worth nearly a quarter of a million pounds
. At exactly 1 am. a van drew up to the warehouse . Eight
men scurried out. They were let into the warehouse by an
accomplice inside. Three guards, evidently heavily drugged
, were sleeping in their chairs. The leader of the gang seized
the keys from one of the guards and headed for the vault
where the gold and diamonds were.

At that moment he was only a few seconds away from
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pulling off one of the most amazing robberies of modern
times— or so he thought. But Donald Fish, ace airline detec-
tive , had set a trap as daring as the raid itself.

Three weeks earlier, a man named Smith had come
to Fish’s office at London Airport . Smith told him that he
worked in the precious-cargo warehouse, and reported that
a gang had asked him to help them rob the warehouse . Fish
told Smith to do as the gang asked. Then,on the night fixed
for the raid, Fish and thirteen Scotland Yard officers hid be-
hind cartes and desks in the warehouse . They carried only
truncheons— a dangerous risk if the robbers had guns .

The robbers entered the warehouse carrying heavy
iron crowbars. The police leaped from their hiding places,
and for twenty minutes the murky gloom was filled with
shouts and the crunch of truncheons and crowbars. When
the battle was over, every member of the gang was laid out
cold on the floor. Later they were all sent to prison.

Donald Fish has been Chief Security Officer of the
British Overseas Airways Corporation since 1945 . His job
is to see that the precious cargoes carried by B. O . A. C
get through safely . His “ beat” covers 85,000 miles of B.C.
routes , and he is often hopping from London to Nigeria or
Australia to track down a clue . As the most mobile detec-
tive in history , he has earned the nickname of the *“ Flying
Fish”.

B.O.A.C. carries about fifty million pounds’
worth of cargoes each year, much of it diamonds, gold bul-
lion, drugs, machine parts and atomic materials such as iso-
topes.
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Guarding these cargoes is a difficult problem. Ordi-
nary safe would be too heavy , so most planes carry only a
small precious-cargo locker. Cargoes have to pass through
the hands of dozens of people —loaders and unloaders ,
checkers and guards . If a cargo from London disappears on
the way to Australia , Fish has to search every airfield on a
route 12,000 miles long . Yet in spite of these difficulties, he
has built up a security system that is feared by criminals.

Donald Fish is a tall, handsome man of sixty.He
began his career as a uniformed constable in the Metro-
politan Police, and was soon promoted to a job at New
Scotaland Yard. “He is fantastically methodical,” says one
of the people who knew him at the Yard. “He collects every
scrap of information and sits back patiently until he is ready
to strike.”

Fish’s memory is as remarkable as his patience.
One day he was casually chatting about stamps, when a
friend mentioned that a certain stamp-dealer was closing his
shop and moving to New York. Fish knew he had heard the
name somewhere before. Back in his office, he remembered
that the dealer had been involved in a stamp-forgery case
twenty years before. Fish warned the Customs to watch for
him and search his baggage.

A few days later Fish had a telephone call—

“We’ve got him!” The dealer had tried to smuggle rare stamps
worth £ 3,000 out of the country.

Fish’s aim is to stop the thief or smuggler before he
can get started. All precious cargo is under guard at every
moment. And to carry the most valuable cargoes of all he
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has started a special courier service. The trained messen-
gers travel as ordinary passengers , but they carry suitcases
fitted with steel linings and combination locks . Only Fish
and the messenger know the combination of each lock.

A few years ago Fish heard that the key had jammed
in the lock of the precious-cargo locker on a certain plane.
The plane was at an airport in the Middle East. Fish had the
locker taken out, and found that five tiny holes had been
drilled into the lock so that it could be opened with a pen-
knife. He promptly called in all planes of the same type and
found five other locks that had been drilled in the same way.
A big raid had been stopped in time. On investigation, Fish
found that it had been planned by two mechanics at the air-
field who knew that large shipments of gold were arriving
shortly.

In the “Bangkok case,” Fish faced what he called
“the cleverest job of robbery ever brought off on the air-
ways.” Regular shipments of expensive watches were dis-
appearing during the flight from London to Bangkok , the
capital of Siam . The crates were examined at every stop on
the way. Yet when they were delivered they were filled with
nothing but stones and rubbish , which had been carefully
weighed to match the weight of the watches.

At Bangkok, Fish’s men studied the crates with care.
The thieves had cut away a panel of wood from one side of
the crate with a fine saw. In sawing out the panel, they had
cut around the edge of the label on the crate, so that the cut
would not be noticed. Then they had taken out the watches,
stuffed the crate with rubbish and carefully glued black the
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panel. “ All that work took time,” Fish says. “ That told me
that the job must have been done in Bangkok where the
crates were stored overnight.”

Fish sent his assistant , Douglas Buchanan, to watch
the warehouse in Bangkok. Night after night, Buchanan hid in
a corner and waited. “It was a nasty vigil,” he recalls. “The con-
stant drip of water from the ceiling kept my nerves on edge.
Every now and then I’d hear a scratching and think, “This is
it.” But it was only rats.”

Finally, on the sixth night, Buchanan saw in the shad-
ows a manhole cover rising from the floor. Then a man ap-
peared and Buchanan had him—a Siamese dock guard. For
months he and his gang had been entering through a sewer
pipe and pillaging the choicest cargoes.

So the gangs are rouded up, and the war against
criminals goes on. With endless vigilance and brilliant detec-
tion, the “ Flying Fish ” rids our airways of smugglers and
thieves.
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The End of Blackbeard the Pirate

The life and death of a pirate whose exploits are
famous to this day

By EDWIN MULLER

“A gigantic man whose thick black beard grows up
to his eyes, who can fell a man with one blow of his cutlass,
then toss the body overboard with one hand.” So his victims
described Blackbeard the Pirate.

Blackbeard was a true pirate all right. His real name
was Edward Teach, and he came from Bristol where his
parents kept a grog- shop. He first went to sea in the early
years of the eighteenth century, when England was at war
with France and Spain.
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Those were the days of the “privateers”— private
ships that were licensed to attack enemy merchant vessels
and seize their cargoes. But even after the war ended, many
privateer captains continued to hunt down and plunder mer-
chant ships. The Bahamas, in the West Indias, with hun-
dreds of uninhabited islands, provided wonderful hidden an-
chorages from which they could sally forth to raid the great
trade routes of the North Atlantic.

Teach served in a privateer under one of the tough-
est scoundrels in England, Captain Hornigold. One day
Hornigold captured a big French merchant ship. He put Teach
on board with a crew so that the two ships might work to-
gether. But Teach, who was far bigger than most men and
proud of his strength, had other ideas. He renamed the ship
Queen Anne’s Revenge and told the crew that from now
on she belonged to him.

In a very short time he had made her a real pirate
ship. He armed her with forty-nine guns, mostly carronates-
short cannon that fired large cannon balls. Their range was
only a few hundred yards, but within that distance they could
smash anything in front of them.

Blackbeard’s first act of piracy made him famous.
He was lying out to see a few miles from the British naval
station at St. Vincent in the Windward Islands, his plan being
to attack the first merchantman he saw. Suddenly the Great
Allen ,a British ship, came in sight. Teach fired a shot across
her bows, then came in close and disabled her with a broad-
side.

Soon a boatload of his fellow cutthroats was swarm-
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ing aboard. First they took off the crew and turned them
adrift in one of the ship’s boats. Then they burst open the
hold and seized the valuable cargo. Lastly they set fired to
the ship and watched it burn to the water- line.

But the fire on the horizon was also seen from
St.Vincent, where the warship Scarborough was lying in
the harbor. The Scarborough prepared for action and sailed
out to deal with this new pirate. Teach fought the naval ship
broadside to broadside, and after a fierce engagement chased
her limping back to harbor.

“The Devil Himself”

News of what had happened quickly spread to ev-
ery port on the Atlantic. Soon, as Teach captured rich prizes
all the way from North Carolina to the Bay of Honduras,
ship after ship would bring into port starved, wild-eyed sail-
ors who had been rescued from some lonely desert island
where he had left them to die without food or water. They
told of a great ship, armed like a man-of -war and flying the
skull and crossbones. “ What is the captain like ?”’ they were
asked in the safety of a friendly tavern.

“He’s a huge man, with a great blackbeard,” said
one. “And he wears a red velvet coat with a broad belt and
wide cuffs, and boots right up to his thighs.”

Another sailor continued: “They say he mixes gun-
powder with his rum, sets it on fire, and then drinks it. He’s
not a man, he’s the devil himself.”

A grey-haired mariner took up the tale. “ In St. Lucia
the harbor- master told me how Blackbeard took his own
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crew down into the ship’s hold. He filled an earthen ware
pot with sulphur and lit it. Soon the hold was filled with chok-
ing fumes. ¢ Now, you dogs,’ he roared,  let’s see which of
you can stay longest in the smell of battle.” One by one, with
streaming eyes and shaken by fits of coughing, the men reeled
out. Blackbeard was the last to leave. He never lets his men
forget that he can take more punishment than all the rest of
them.”

“The man’s mad; quite mad,” cried a ship’s gunner.
“In Kingstown they will tell you how Blackbeard invited his
officers to the meal in his cabin. They were all drinking and
shouting together when suddenly he leaned forward and
blew out the candles on the table. He pulled two pistols
from his belt and fired them under the table, hitting one of his
officers in the knee. A mad thing to do. Next day the first
mate, greatly daring, asked Blackbeard why he had done it.
Blackbeard told him, ¢ If I don’t shoot some one occasion-
ally, my crew will forget who I am!” ”’

Medicine and Buried Treasure

For two years Blackbeard was the chief subject of
conversation in all the taverns up and down the American
coast.

One of his most daring feats was the way he brought
terror to the port of Charleston in South Carolina. He sailed
up and down just outside the harbor, then swooped down on
two ships bound for London, and captured both. When he
found that one of them was carrying some important pas-
sengers, he sent word to Charleston that he would kill these
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passengers unless he was given a safe passage into the town.
Boldly he sailed his ship right into the harbor, cast anchor,
and sent a boat ashore with his medicine chest which badly
needed filling.

The townspeople boiled with rage, but they were
afraid to do anything. The pirates, in their brightly colored
clothes, armed to the teeth, strutted boldly through the streets
of Charleston, shouldering others out of their way. In the end
they were given many pounds’ worth of drugs for their medi-
cine chest. Teach set the captives free— but he kept every-
thing they had on them, even their clothes.

He had his own way of burying treasure. He would
find a lonely island in the tropic seas, than take an ironboned
chest— full of gold, silver and precious stones— ashore in a
small boat with one of his crew. Blackbeard would choose a
good spot underneath a tall tree or beside a large boulder.
The sailor would dig a deep hole, and put the chest at the
bottom. When the man had half refilled the hole, Blackbeard
would knock him over the head with the butt of a postal,
dump him in the hole and fill it up to the top. “ Now none but
the devil and I know where the treasure is,”” he would boast.
“ And I’ve left one of my men on guard!”

Blackbeard moved up the coast of America till he
reached North Carolina, in those days a British colony. There
he offered to give up his piracy if the Governor would grant
him a free pardon. With some misgivings the Governor agreed.
He also gave Blackbeard the right to keep his ship.
Blackbeard was allowed to anchor her in a channel called
Ocracoke Inlet, and to make his headquarters ashore.
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At first some of the settlers accepted Blackbeard’s
generous invitations to visit him, and were delighted when he
presented them with gifts of rum and sugar. They soon re-
gretted it. Blackbeard began to make all kinds of demand of
them; but they were afraid to do anything about it because
the pirate still had his band of ruffians, and he claimed the
protection of the Governor.

At last the settlers begged the Governor of Virginia,
the next-door colony, to get rid of Blackbeard. The Gover-
nor hesitated, not wanting to interfere in North Carolina. In
the end he agreed. He chose Lieutenant Robert Maynard,
commander of a man-of-war in the Royal Navy, to lead the
attack.

Maynard Attacks

Ocracoke Inlet is a narrow gap in a 100-mile-long
sandbank that lies off the coast of North Carolina. The chan-
nel is tricky, winding through a maze of hidden and constantly
shifting sandbanks. Maynard could not risk taking his ship
into the Inlet, in case she should go aground. Instead he put
his crew in two sloops, each carrying thirty men. He hope
this would be enough to overpower the pirates.

The sloops were small, single-masted ships able to
sail in shallow water. But they didn’t carry cannon. Maynard
knew he would have to rely on a surprise attack, to be pressed
home before Blackbeard could blow him out of the water
with his heavy guns.

On a November day, just before twilight, the sloops
dropped anchor outside Ocracoke Inlet. There, beyond the
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gap,hardly visible in the failing light, were tall masts and the
outline of rigging: Blackbeard’s ship. But the tide was fall-
ing. The attack had to be put off until next day.

That night, huddled together in the little sloops,
Maynard’s men slept badly, knowing the dangers they must
now face in the daylight.

As the sun rose the next morning, all eyes turned
towards the land. The pirate hadn’t moved. Maynard weighed
anchor and the two sloops moved in. Now they could see
the hull of blackbeard’s ship and they realized there was no
chance of a surprise attack. The side of the vessel bristled
with rows of short, ugly guns ready for action. Blackbeard
had been warned.

Anchoring just out of range of cannon shot, Maynard
sent a small boat to find out the depth of water between the
sloops and the pirate ship. But before it had gone far there
was a flash and a roar, and a cannon ball whizzed through
the air towards it. Maynard at once called the boat back.

Now Blackbeard got ready to attack. The pirate crew
swarmed into the rigging. The sails were set. The anchor
rattled up. Soon the great ship gathered speed and bore down
on the little sloops. But luck changed sides. Suddenly the
pirate ship shivered to a stop. She was aground on a sand-
bank.

Maynard had to make a quick decision. Could he
sail his sloops to approach the pirate bow-on, so that they
would be out of reach of the guns along the ship’s sides?
And could he do it before the rising tide floated the pirate
ship off the sandbank? Once the tide rose Blackbeard could
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swing his ship freely to broadside and bring his dreaded
carronades to bear.

Maynard’s decision was prompt. He would attack.
But now the breeze was failing.Pulled along by oars only,
the sloops seemed barely to crawl. Could they beat the tide?

The distance was growing less. Maynard’s men
could see the pirates lining the rail. Than it happened. The
pirate ship began to swing broadside-on. Maynard shouted
to his men to row faster, faster. But the sloops were still a
hundred yards off when Blackbesrd brought his guns to bear.
Flame and smoke stabbed out from the side of the ship.

A Fight to the Finish

Maynard still stood up, unharmed, but the deck was
a terrible sight. Half his men seemed dead or wounded. He
ordered the rest back to the oars and once more drove on
slowly towards the pirate. Now his sloop was alone. The
other was just drifting, low in the water, seriously damaged.

Steadily the distance lessened until the pirate ship
towered like a wall above Maynard’s head.

“Get the ladder up for boarding,” he shouted.

Suddenly a bottle struck the deck of the sloop and
exploded with a shattering bang. Than another and another.
They were Blackbeard’s “bombs”— rum bottles stuffed with
gunpowder and lead shot, with a quick-burning fuse to set
them off.

The deck of the sloop was blotted out in a choking
cloud of smoke. From above, Maynard heard a deep-throated
bellow: “ They are knocked on the head. Board them.”
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He heard heavy thumps in the bows as pirate after
pirate landed on his deck. He counted fourteen but could see
nothing through the smoke .

Maynard started forward on the deck, now slippery
with blood, cutless in one hand, pistol in the other. Twelve of
his men were able to follow him.

The smoke began to lift and Maynard saw his en-
emy, less than ten feet away. He seemed larger than a hu-
man being. Above his coal-black beard his eyes were red -
rimmed and small, like those of a pig. Over his shoulder was
a cord from which hung six pistols. Another pistol was in his
left hand. In his right hand he carried an enormous cutless.

At exactly the same moment Maynard and
Blackbeard fired. Blackbeard missed. Maynard was sure
he had hit the pirate, but Blackbeard showed no sign of it.
Instead, he leaped forward, raising his cutless. Maynard took
the blow on his own cutless but staggered black under its
tremendous force. He was unhurt, but the blade of his weapon
was hacked off clean at the hilt.

Maynard sprang to one side. The pirate was after
him with cutless lifted for another blow. As the blade whistled
down, one of Maynard’s men slashed at Blackbeard’s neck.
Blood spurted out.

The pirate’s blow slithered down Maynard’s arm and
nearly cut off his fingers. A pistol shot fired from behind
Maynard struck Blackbeard in the body. Still he gave no sign
of weakening.

All were now fighting fiercely, hand to hand. There
was not room to use pistols. The air was filled with the clash
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of cutless against cutless and the shouting of the men. For
some minutes the fight hung even. Then, like a tall pine tree
falling, Blackbeard crashed to the deck.

That finished it. The rest of the pirates jumped over-
board, shouting for mercy. They were hauled on board and
put in irons. During the desperate fight:, the sloop and the
ship, with some of the pirates still on board, had drifted apart.
The second sloop had now repaired her damage and come
up and seized the pirate ship.

In Blackbeard’s body Maynard’s men counted five
postal bullets twenty cutless wounds. They cut off his head
and tied it by the hair to the bows of Maynard’s sloop. Of the
fifteen pirates left alive, thirteen were hanged. Another ,
Samuel Odell, was able to prove that he had been forced to
join the pirate crew. And, just before the execution of Israel
Hands, who had been Blackbeard’s bos’n, a ship arrived,
bringing the King’s pardon. Hands went to London where,
for the rest of his life, he was a familiar sight as a beggar in
the streets.

As the news of Blackbeard’s death spread up and
down the American coast, there was great rejoicing. It was
like the end of the war. The year went by, and Blackbeard’s
fame continued to grow. Songs, stories and plays were writ-
ten about him. Men remembered that he had buried his plun-
der from many ships wherever his fancy took him. Hun-
dreds have searched the lonely islands and deserted coves
up and down the coast, but so far Blackbeard’s silent watch-
men have guarded his treasure well.
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The night my number came up and other stories






