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20 years in the blues

and collected short stories



~ RED AND BLUE

- Two ballpens were on dlsplay ina shop : one red and
teotherblue. . -

The red, compared with the blue was more attrac-
sive. So I bought the red one. _ '

‘When Fgot back home, Ilooked at it, only to find that
it did not look as nice as I had thought it to be I regreted
Kaving made a wrong choice. '

There will be a lot of people like that in the world.

And [ amone of them now. -

_ H k% _

Boxmg seems to be the most tiring sport\, and thenext
are perhaps swimming, basketaball, etc:

‘But the tiredness one feels as a participantin a mar(a'-'
*hon race is quite different; it lingers on so long, |

A race just for fun doesn't demand stamina. You can
ust quit the race when you  feel tu-ed, if the pnze doesn't mat-
erto you s
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slender waist. It was not strange that the curves ofher : :

Moreover she had a fair and beautiful complexion and
brown eyes. Her thin red lips curved down slightly at the cor-

But it was not the case withme. ~ _
With the resolution to stand first, I took part in the A

regardless of whether it might result in my on-the-spot d cat ners of the mouth.
from exhaustion. : Her looks were not the kind you would call sweet, but

% o kK there was something attractive about them , Hers was ‘rug-
ged beauty” in contrast to Mona Lisa’s.

I didn't know before that a lady who possessed sucha
beauty was capable of treating cruelly a creature who was

Once a fimous writer visited Mandalay University. H
liked to see the University library and read some books
philosophy. Three or four students were assigned to help t
guestin ﬁndmg the books he liked. il

That writer had a very good chat with Patricia, a fous
year Philosophy- major student assigned to help him. Pe
haps because he had found himself smoking passively, breat
ing in Patricia’s cigarette smoke, he remarked on his way ba
from the Mandalay University:

" I thought Myanmar ladies wouldn't look nice w '

they smoked, but now [ have come to know I was wron
x  * % Kk :

asharmless as a lamb.
; * * * * *

Maybe because of the dim light or because of the wa-
-or from the moat, the water in the swimming pool had turned
abit yellow. It was nice to watch a figure swimming so beau-
ifully in that crystal-clear water. The creamy complexion un-
Jer a blue swimming suit.

Normally a man would be staring at her with passion
and excitement, never turning his face away.

" Her 1.69 metre was rather tall for a Myanmar lad

As for me, however, I could not enjoy Patricia's beauty
Not only the height, she possessed a perfect figure wi 5 X

any more. -
My heart was poundmg fast when I watched Patricia

were of great appeal to the opposite sex. swimming,
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- At the Mandalay University, thefe was notasingle. "
that did not know Patricia. She was born in Pyin Oo Lwi
Patricia, the only female University student who smoked:*

She had a face like those faces of Greek statues.
bocly strueture was beauttfully different from those of othe
Bestdes, she smoked. So it was only natural that shy £
creating such a sensation among the students. :

' Therefore, the admirers of Patricia may be liker
participants in a marathon race. S

Runners in that ‘Patricia Marathon’ might be cout
by the hundreds including those who ran 1 50 metres ai 1
quit the race..

was a very aggressive and quarrelsome Womaq,Event"ually
she revealed her "tusks" of jealousy. i :
“ With Khin Myaing; it was the worst.
. * * B * * :

Khin Myaing was three years youngei' than I was. She
used to be my neighbour in Sagaing. She loved me as her
own brother. Perbaps a little more than that. She couldn'taf-
ford to continue her studies after passing the 10th Standard,
ooor girl. She picked up a job as an'Upper Division Clerk
while attending the University of distant education. She had
0 stniggle alot for her livelihood. , |

Not very long after | had got an important position in
an oéice-in Mandalay, Khin Myaing was transferred to where
Iworked. N

Khin Myaing was rather afraid of Patricia ; neverthe- |
iess when there were only a few staff members -abs:out she

would slip into my room and speak to me endearingly.
: ¥ .ok Kk k

; 1used to be one of the runners. [ ran for nearl
consecutive years, frommy second year university days
the end of my ﬁnal'year.

1 could not express in words how tired I felt. ~ «
But it was worth it, for I received the first prize. -
- Everybody considered mea lucky man on acco
my bemg able to marry Patricia.
. ButI never thought that way. g
Only after some time did I come to know that Pz

Sometimes I happened to compare Khin Myaing with
Patricia.
Khin Myamg had a cool and calm facial expression.




after I had married Patricia, that-Khin Myaing's beauty be-
same more striking, But by the time I noticed Khin Myaing's
seauty, there already had been confrontation between her and
Patricia. |

She looked sweet and was slim. She usually wore thim'_

pers and applied thanakha thinly to her face.
_ * But Patricia was a * Flaming Star’. I didn't want to.
about her beauty once more. She always wore hlgh-heel sk

et Patricia had been suspicious of Khin Myaing for quite

some time. In fact, it started from the day they met for the first

One could always see pink make-up on her face _
" ame.

always wore bright red lipstick. 8 s L Kh_- : ) - y
PamamandKlnnMYamgwereqmtedlﬁ“erenqust ater, Patricia began to give Khin Myaing the co
: shoulder.
red and blue.

Patricia's eyes had a sharper and more cold-hearted
ook than those of Josef Mengele who did medical research
sy using prisoners from Auschwitz prison.

Khin Myaing once said that Patricia's eyes wore such a
| 20ld-hearted look that she even had a terrible dream about
them.

Before, I hadn’t noticed Khin Myaing's snnpl
graceful beauty. .

During those years when I was being mad abe
Patricia, [ had a good time together with Khin Myaing wh
ever we were back at Sagaing on holiday. But Khin Myait
beauty failed to attract me. Even while I was engaged
conversation with Khin Myaing, Patricia would crop up in:
mind. Therefore, I went earnestly after Patricia. It was of

Now confrontation had taken place- between Patricia
and timid Khin Myaing, _

One day, when [ was attending a meeting, Khin Myaing
~as takento a coffee shop by Patricia. At the shop Patricia
zsed words that really made Khin Myaing feel much.

She said, "My husband has been talking about you all

thanakha = (Muraya paniculata), a kind of tree, the bark ¢
_root of which are used in making nﬁagrani pe
gl for smearing the face and body

]
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j:he time. I doh't want you to take the wrong paih. Ands > A very strong desire struck me as [ watched Patricia
there is still time, please feel sympathetic towards us
:alfl oy . N . '. . W .. -

swimming to aid fro in the swimming pool.

How great it would be if Patricia got cramp and was
drowned in the pool!

I would enjoy watching the scene of Patricia slowly
disappearing down below the surface of the pool water.

When I was quite sure that she had died in the water [
would run out of the compound of the swimming pool and 1
would shout in a trembling voice for the attendents sitting ata
shop and to the in-charge of the swimming pool.

When I was at the University, I was a well-known soc-
cer star who was guite good at other sports and games as

Khin Myaing at once went back to Sz}gaing. ' _
. Aithough it seemed that Patricia wore a victorious sl
on her face, she did not utter a single word about her megh
with Khin Myaing. She acted as though nothing had hap,
" Asforme,Tacted asif nothing strange had tak
I only tried to hide my worry and anger.
“Some say that married life is like cold war. .
Pretending that nothmg had happened, I must se

try to plan an attack.
+The idea'made me shudder and T happened tof well
g]ance amtindme Noﬁedy was in sight. dne But one thing odd about me as a sportsman was that I

did not know how to swim. My friends and my neighbours
knew that very well.
Therefore, if Patricia were drowned, I would not be

Patricia was in the water of the pool. -

1 was on the platform of the pool.

Nobody was around except the two of us. Thi
usually closed at 6:00 p:m. Itequested the authority co
to open the pool so that Patricia could swiminit. In
lay nobody except Patricia would hke to swim in
coldwaterat'ﬁmg minwinter. e

suspected.

They would simply say that I could not have saved her
for I could not swim. _

But, that night, no cramp for Patricia and she wasn't




drowned. - 3
Only my heart got soaked in tears for Khin Myaing
That night, I drank and drank till I got drunk enough

forget the whole world, and then I went to bed. .
* * . * #* * k¥

~d grimaced and collapsed to the floor. WhenItook hold
< her she could not say anything. She made signs with her
:and that the pain came from the left arm and got to the top
i the chest.

After that, she became unconscious and never came

-
Patricia was dead now. 3

She died a very glmple death. She and I had lunc wund. Within five minutes, her body became as cold as ice.
gether after the very day we went to the swimming poo __' As soon as Patricia died, | managed to inform her par-
ter meal, she lighted a Marlboro.

: s in Pyin Qo Lwin on the phone, in a calm and comforting
Marlboro is liked in foreign countries by smokersy

e of voice.
like cigar. People smoke it instead of &igars that are ng o But I felt a big blow on the temple of my head when [
X + my son running back from school hug his mother and
out crying,
Oh, Patricia!
Patricia who was madly in love with both her husband

 her son. Patricia who had said, "It's really not easy --

lowed at their places of work.
Marlboro is strong. 3

* Smokers smoke cigareties with great enjoymenif;
nonsmoker like me finds the smell rather irritating.
Buit now it was no longeri irritating for me . Thad n

' -h your handsome looks, your position, 1 can never stop

agony since the day I married Patricia. When we got
1 rrying about you. Youmanfolks are fond of flirting, and if

 and so I had had but to try to get used to the smell o'_ et you do as you please, my son and I will be left helpless.”
rette. _ R Next --- Khin Myaing.
After puffing ata Marlboro cigarrette, she s After all, Patricia was not to be blamed. In factThad

‘4 Patricia in my arms as a substitute for Khin Myaing.
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The kisses 1 had given Patricia were sometimes ". ter the house.

Myaing.
“ Although I did not know for sure how Khin M
felt, the two of us had been walking along that dark ui
path without taking anythmg into consideration.
One day Khin Myaing would be silently gratg

Patricia. Thanks to Patricia, Khin Myaing had narrow cove.
Patricia possessed those things.

I was the one that had had wrong ideas.

For a wife --

Need not be adoctor, need not be able to discuss poli-
ics and philosophy. Need not have a slender figure. Need
be red or blue, -- like ballpens I was once fastidious about.

The most important thing is the three facts mentioned

caped from doirig a very wrong deed or else she woul
got involved with a married man, :
Looking at Patricia swimming, I had thought I
surely take Khin Myaing fora wife as soon as Patrig
dead. But now, all those thoughts were gouze. 3
Nobody could be in my mind. |
The only desire | had was that Patricia be ah
A sentence which had_become very popular no
in the West struck me. v 3
It was ....." People love her because she lovesh
band and her son and she is a good housewife" 3
[tistrue.
She thought that for a wife, she had everythir
world if she loved her babies, loved her husband 2 -'}E

Well, in fact, [ had seen only what was non-essential

srher than what was essential in a good wife.
With the permission of Patricia's fnarents who had ar-
r-2d within one and a halfhours, I opened a Mandalay Rum
tle and drank. |

I was drunk and mad and my senses slowly faded out.

The dead body of Patricia covered with flowers seemed
be asking me to do something.

I felt like shouting out something. I could not control
vself. d

Would it be good, if I shouted," My darling who knows

w to love her husband!” Or " My good house-wife! " .
* % * %k



" Oh - you startle me, darling! "
Together with a trembling voice, the smell of thee

gtte came info my nose. NO MAN REMEMBERS ME
: [ was still half asleep and because of the abrup - -
did nosknow-what happened to me. He thought it was soon afterhe passed the 10th stand-

Slowly, I realized the turth.

_ ard that he read a story about a man who sold his wife and
Oh! Thanks, my dear God!

-hild to a sailor at a fair because of poverty.
' That was sometime ago. ... probably about twenty

Cherry Magazine : .

September, 1986

~ears.

He could not remember the story in detail but some of
‘e facts in the story were still in his mind.

That man became prosperous day by day and became
ayor of a town. But not long after becoming mayor he faced
: lot of troubles and when he died there were only two peo-
ole to bury him.

When he was reading it, the story failed to attract him
wery much.

But as time passed slowly, the story gradually beganto
nfluence his thoughts.

When he got married t6 Khin-Mon Thu, he hadn’t fin-

<hed his studies yet. He was still in the third year at that time.
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‘Standard giﬂsfof' his neighbourhood in the late evenings.

Married life began to restrict his freedom.

That financial problems tend to spoil marital happiness
was true for him. _

He began to nag at Khin Mon Thu, whom he believed |
he had loved a lot before marriage. Very often he thought that
they both did not share the same likes and dislikes.

He began to find her weakness by saying that although
Yangon. And he'continued his studies in Yangon Unive S shehad lived in the heart of Yangonall her life, she was alady

His uncle didn’t know much enough about him; of low standard.
fore he talked with pride about his being nice and intelligg Because of the parents-in-law being broad - minded,
the marriage lasted for three long years. They had a baby boy
and Khin Mon Thu was now again in the family way.

The son always gave trouble and cried a lot. There-
fore, his wife demanded that th'ejr must live separately from
her parents. He began to have more responsibility. Then he
got promotion, and was transferred to Kyaukse.

As Khin Mon Thu had been expecting a child for five
months, she could not accompany him to Kyaukse. Khin Mon
Thu did not then suspect that her husband would feel relieved
very much. So when he left, she said goodbye with tears in
her eyes. *

~ To start the story, we must begin with the fact tha t
parents were not in affluent circumstances. Therefore, a
passing the second year at Mandalay University , it was di
cult to continye his studies because of financial problem.

Fortunately, His incle took the responsibility for th
mainjng- two yeaxs and sohe was taken to Yangon. He ha
stay with his uncle whose house was in the eastern par

The consequence was that he had to teach four |

-~ There he started to meet Khin Mon Thu. 3
To maké a'lﬁﬁg-'sto__ry short. within three mon
married Khin Mon Thu. -3
After marriage, he moved out from his uncle’s ho St

his parents-in-law.
Before the third year final examination he had tog

the university and took up ajob in an office in Yangon.
~ From then, abruptly his life had fallen ino a tight pe
fion. -
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At Kyaukse he was a managerin a government-o
shop. When he was in Yangon he had to be very c'araful?'\'j A

Five méﬁtﬁ’s-"later he married Ma Phone Tint wh
aregular customer to his shop. He could easily repres_.\_'

desire to see hissome-day-old daughter.

For three consecutive years, after marrying M
‘Tint, his business was very successful with income flo
But fate punished him without hesitation.

Ma Phone Tint as well as her child died because
- difficult delivery. His state - owned shop was sealed, He
. sued for misappropriation of state property. While Bé
facing the charge he received news that Khin Mon Th;
married and some other information. Khin Mon Thu’s i
band by her second marriage was ten years older than'g
was. The man dragged out Khin Mn Thu and the chi
from trouble. He was a successful businessm'zf;

Kyaukpadaung He was rather dark and fat.

" six months after the trial he lost all his propertyw

was dismissed from service but fortunately, he was not jailed.
However, he had to sell out whatever he had in order to pa},r
indemnity,

He had never thought of controllmg his mind. He did-
things as he liked. Fate punished him severely Nowhewasa
ruined man. =

* * * * #*

*“Beer.... Sunkist...:”

He felt light - hearted and gay after havmg three pegs
of white liquor when he climbed on the train at the station. He
was talking a lot. He thought that all passengers on the Man-
dalay- Yangon night express looked happy and fresh.

But when he got to the middle part of an upper class
carriage, he was dumb-founded by what he saw.

- He had prayed not to meet with such a situation but his
prayers were of no avail.

The lady sitting by the window in front of him was the
lady he never had wished to meet. She was a lady with whom
he had been very intimate some twenty years ago.

Oh... Khin Mon Thu &

She became a little fatter than before, with piecéls of
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valuable ormament on her, but apart from those nothing ha

changed.

The man was rather fat and appeared to be in his fifties. *

He pulled down over his face the discoloured hat wi
its shredded edge.

“Then while he was in a dilemma as to whether he shoul

turn back or go away,
“Uncle...two sunklsts, please”

. A fair and slender hand of a young man stretched ot

“to him from the oppo_sﬂe seat of the dark-skinned man.
How could he turn around and walk away now?

Like the legs of a robot, his feet carried him som
steps and his right hand automatically went into the plast

container hanging on his left shoulder.

Don’t think that his fingers would become numb wi g
he touched the small blocks of ice in the container. He ha
already been feeling as if all the blood in his body had be@

frozen by the unexpected spectacle.

When the eighteen-year-old boy took the two tins 0

. Khin Mon Thu seemed not to have seen him yet. S_'
was talkmg with smiles and laughter to the man by her side

sunkist from him, he noticed that the chat between the fat man
and Khin Mon Thu stopped. .

“C’ mon, sister, take one”

The young boy offered a sunkist tin to the young girl of
sixteen who was sitting opposite to Khin Mon Thu and look-
ing out ofthe window. When the girl turned her face, he felt as
if the flow of blood in his body stopped. .

“Oh, God, ... my daughter’s face is exactly like mine
when I was young.”

As his eyes travelled to the young man sitting beside
the girl he noticed that his son’s face, too, was exactly like
Khin Mon Thu’s. ; :

He felt very happy when he remembered some peo-
ple’s belief that if the children looked like their parents like
that it was considered good, but at once he felt small again.

His heart felt something undefinable when he compared
the dress he was wearing, all old and shredded, with the chil-
dren’s dresses which were new and bright and also valuable.

Therefore, when he took the Kyats-70 from his son,
his hand was trembling. -

At that time the man beside Khin Mon Thu might have |
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That old man was the mayor of Casterbridge.

In fact, the old man was the mayor of Casterbridge hc
~ad read about in the story soon after passing the 10th stand-
+-d. Now he could visualise the last minutes of the mayor ’s
e,

got the smell of alcohol from his mouth and perhaps his trem
bling hand might have set the man thinking that despite be
already boozy, he needed yet more alcohol to satiate his n'
mal thirst. But Khin Mon Thu was certain that it was not
cause of ha%ing not enouigh alcohol.

© After taking money he turned right. There he could sé o
shock and surprlse in her wet eyes when their eyes met fo i_
second. : :

The old man who had sold his_wife and child on the
~retext of poverty met death in the most miserable circum-
sances. - Ly R
It did not take him long to know what the former old
nayor must have been thinking while he was dying, far away
Tom help, inan empty little cottage, almost m ruins, with sev-
-zl holes in the roof. The mayor had been cruel and wicked
+» everybody he met throughout his hfe So, nobody thought
-Thelping him when his llfe was ruined. Part of his will was as

Dllows:

“That nobody comes to my funeral.

‘That no flowers are planted on my grave.

‘And that no man remembers me.

He thought that for one to be a truly manly and noble
~inded man, one should look after one’s wife and children
til one’s last breath, no matter how big the trouble one was

“Her sad eyes were saying a lot of things. He could r_i
‘bear to see them any longer.
The train had started to run on the Myintnge -'?
when he turned and walked away. The train made a lo g
noise while passing ‘the bﬁdge but above the noises he co
'hear a religious article being recited by a man over thera
“Those who forgive thelrwives and children
will be blessed forever.” :
Tears rolled down from his eyes uncontrollably, __
hus vision was blurred. Therefore, he couldn tsee cleariy‘t
|people in the shaking train.
Now into his vision came an old man, his back already
‘bent waﬂnngtowards him on a walking stick. 8




encountering might be. By the time he realized that, h¢
twenty years had already gone by just as the water us
~ bridge had flowed away as the train carrying him had

the bridge.

Malfaythi Magazine

1992, May '
._4::!&0# s Note

The story was inspired by
‘Mayor of Casterbridge’ by
Thomas Hardy.

MIND SHOULDN'T BE FED

Maung Maung didn't know why he felt choked when
Ko Ko commanded him, "Take the car and fetch Sylvia."
When Maung Maung asked Ko Ko, "What's Sylvia's
-oom number?" Ko Ko shouted, "You idiot! The whole hotel
<nows her. Just ask the receptionist for her and she will do all
-he necessary." : O
Ko Ko was right. When Maung Maung mentloned

~er, "Sylvia? Yes, I know her. Please wait for a vy{h‘i_llei Sheis
nroom one thirty. Il bring her."

The lady's words soon turned the eyes of the people
xround Maung Maung towards him. Because of their pierc-
ng eyes, Maung Maung felt very small in front of them.

Since the seats in front of the receptionist's desk were
-acant, Maung Maung sat on one ofthem.

KoKo =  Big brother

Sylvia's name at the hotel, a young lady said in a friendly man-

T LT R e IO
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= was cool and pleasant around the receptionist's desk.

. “ " There comes Sylvia! "
Their eyes seemed to be saying, "Hey, look at the man sittl

here. He has come for Sylvna " §o Maung Maung took o
magazme from his bag.
© While pretendmg to be reading, Maung Maung
thinking whatkind ofa lady Sylviawould be. Ashe was in
of her, Maung Maung noticed a person approaching hi
“[s that you who came for Sylvia?" 3

' 'Maung Maung at once looked up at the lady. - 3

‘Maung Maung turned around to the receptlomst s
words..

Maung Maung stopped breaihmg for a wlule Sylvia
nada thnllmg sex appeal One having seen her once, cannot
=elp taking a second look ather. o

When Maung Maung saw Ko Ko' s fnend Sylv;a, the
zdy from a novel which Maung Maung had read came to his

- Ohyyes; yes. s Shessbouto s The lady in the novel had very big beautiful eyes which
" inish."
i SSylwalsgemng res esaboutio i srracted people. Her nose, lips, mouth, her body-structure
" Sure ; '

everything about her was large. Maung Maung thought
=:ch a lady who possessed such beautiful attributes must be
nly in novels. But now Ko Ko 's Sylvia was exactly like the
sdyinthenovel. |

.~ She went back leaving Mg Mg smmg sﬁently R
"Sylvia is taking too long," he whispered to hims
"Like a king taking a long’ tlme prepanng to com eo

However, Sylvia wasn'ta klng " Sorry to keep you waiting.”

Maung Maung heard the sweet voice. He then said, "
-at's all right."

Sylvia didn't bring a lot of things with her. She brought

Iy two or three small handbags with her, which suggested

Maung Maung didn't know what she was but G“
knew her very well. Whatever it was, Maung Maung 3 m
know that she took very long to get herself ready to __'-
There was a soft breeze around the hotel, coming ag
the moat, It was in the evening and because of the cold : "-‘




T * k% &

went round the house and while going round the hbuse, she

saw Parkin. B B
- Parkin was having a bath at the little stream. When she

saw that, she could no longer go forward; and turned round

that it was going to be a short trip.

Ko Ko's driver was a nice driver. That day. Ko Ka
nof use the car or the driver from the house. But Maung fa
had never before seen both the car and the driver he 1
using that day. As' soon as he saw both Maung Maungs
Sylvia, the driver backed the car immediately to the n‘-;

and retreated.

The fragrant smell of flowers was all around. The new
2aves of the tree were swinging in the wind. .

The winter of England was wonderful, especially in the
:pacious garden where the mansion' Wragby ' stood.

But her thoughts could not feel the fine nelghbourhood
15 she was standing.

Parkin's fair back, his hairy calves and his tough thighs
-ame into her vision uninvited. Parkin was really manly.

It had already been more than two years since the lower
~art of her husband got paralysed because of the wound he
zotat the battle. She had been in agony for these two years
:nd only on that day she was feeling like a little virgin witha
st pounding hcért.She; felt that she was dreaming of some-
“hing with zest and zeal.

Never before had her dreams been about Parkin who
<asjusta watchman. Now her mind was filled with the thoughts

from where it was parked. When Maung Maung opened
door of the Hiluix car. Sylvia got into the front seat, wi
smile showing thanks. Then Maung Maung got into the
seat, That day, Ko Ko's wife Ma Ma Thinn was not at 0
She had gone to Myitkyina to visit her parents. 3
" Whenthecar gotto the front of the house, Ko Ko
was ready and was waiting for them gave his travelllf."
and his box with video cameras to Maung Maung. The
opened the front seat door and took his seat beside Sy
The car left the town and ran towards a town ':-:
mountain. E
Maung Maung's thoughts wandered.

- The front door of the hut was closed and it
~". So,toenterthe hut from the back, Constance Chath




about him.
The gap beween Parkin and her who was the wife @
count, was too big. Parkin was of lower stock, far-do¥

arms could be seen well.
- Atthattime she felt sometlnng missing inside her.
because o_f_’ that feclmg, she sat down on the pinewood b :

4

from her. Moreover, he was ugly. But not very ugly.
shaved his beard and moustache he would not look that :
Hower, Parkin's hands and legs were rather attractive. .

. One thmg strange was that from that day on she
t0 wsxt Parkin in his little hut every evening. The husband:
feeling very bad about having her keep on looking after '_ .
for sucha 1ong time. Within the two years, she had gone d e';
alot. Thereforg the husband often urged her to leave hii
the care of maids at' Wragby and go into the garden t
a stroll B e g
That day she leﬁ ﬂle Wragby house a little ea:he

When she got to the front o_f_the hut, she saw
making a pine-box and preparing-éﬁé‘s’i for turkey eggs
kin was in long-pants, with one of his knee onthe groun
was bare-breasted. Therefore, the muscles of hlS ches

263 B

front of Parkin. _

She was stanng at Parkm Parkm chd not know what to
do. Hejust blushed. T

He was praying for the lady to go back as soon as
possible but he knew it would be in vain. At the same time he
felt very much unconfortable for not havmg his shirt on. He
stole alook at her, and trembled. He saw the lady s look was
fixed on him. : S

He could also see her hair ﬂuttenng in the wind.

Then her white loose dress. He unagmed how beautiful
underneath her dress it would be. :

“The blood in all his veins began to get heated up with
passion. Could Parkin control hlmself'? Now, he was having a
very strangc kind of feeling in his body :

He did not himselfknow, how he came to find himself
standing before the lady.

" So you have begun to love young turkeys" )

- Look!

He dldn't know why he asked that 1rre1evant quest:on :

[t was true that young turkeys were around her, asking for
%ood. It was also true that just now she was feeding the young
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But Sylvia did not seem to have had a decent husband
.et, If she had got one, Ko Ko would not have been daring
+his much. _

Maung Maung tried to recall what happened an hour

turkeys. But couldn't he choose a better word to utter
. Lucky, she simply nodded. :
Then she stood up as if she were going to say S0 .

thing. At that moment, she seemed to be -- 220.
She put her head into her hands, and her body nearl

collapsed. Then her whole body got into Perkins arms.

Then --

Oh ---no-no

Despite such a large number of guests occupying the
qundred rooms of the lodging house, the receptionist at the
Font desk seemed to know by heart the room number of that
harticular woman, Sylvia. As soon as people around there
ard the name of Sylvia, Maung Maung recalled, their heads
1med towards him and then they began to have criticizing

Maung Maung was imagining himself re-read.ing h
. book . When he got to that portion he shut the book at oncs

¥ CE K 8 W pok in their eyes. i
They had artived at the town on the mountain. What did all this mean?
- Thecar Maung Maung was in also stopped in ﬁom Sylvla nught not be that strange juston account of her

arestaurant. 3

Maung Maung gazed at Ko Ko'and Sylvia who ge
off the car with joyful, springy steps. 3

Ko Ko was very tall; even so, Sylvia's height wastr .
ing to keep up with his. Her body was arather aiiuring beauty;
A lady like her who was beautiful with a very good body
structure should have married a decent man and settled dowi

"4 ty
Before having lunch Ko Ko and Sylviahad beer. And
sok at their short snacks:
Dried grapes, cashewnuts and then French made cheese

g, It made Ko Ko feel very uncomfortable in front of her
ordering fried chicken and some potato -chips -- cheap

rapped insilver paper. All these came out of Sylvia’s sling




' looked very attractive. It was more than attractive

2167 &

stuff, aren’t they? -
The way she sucked and chewed the dried

haps because of the yellow swimming trunk suit that made it

conspicuous. Or was it because it was fair on its own. Maung

Maung couldn't care-less of what Ko-Ke had-erdered him. -

He did not go close to them. He shot bnly from a distance.
Maung Maung blushed to look at Sylvia.

* ok kK

quite graceﬁl.l.
Inthe East, there are certaln people who would _
with the mouth full of food. Their teeth would show

eatmg Althou gh Sylv1a s b b e Rast 663 The art of _-choosmg_approprlll-at'e__-.‘words to describe
oo the beauty of the wife of the count by the World-famous writer

was marvellous.

among such people by
Aﬁer havmg some bottles of beer, they prooeed :

He could choose words for his auchence to see vividly
the water- fall on the outskirt of the town.

what he was trying to describe.

Even now---just imagine--- |

- It was raining heavﬂy without bemg very windy-The

night was dark but because of the lightning the large trees in
the gardencould be seen.

The rain drops made the leaves shake. :

Under those trees stood a young lady without any'
clothes on.

She was holding up herhand and welcoming the rain
drops that fell from between the leaves. She was having a rain
~ath. Her heart was so light that she was like the rain that

" During the entire Journey Maung Maung got m
set, for he had to make a videotape of Ko Ko and
takmg a bath under the watﬁrfall

terKo Ko whxspered somethmg mto Maung Maung
. It was "Don't take too much of me.Take more of
and m‘ostly close-ups.”
- Justimagine. o bl
Sylvia’s complexion looked very falr in the videos
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dropped around her.

Her body looked as though it were a sculpture

fromt a creamy coloured stone.
~ That night it was not sure whether she took the bz t
before goifig to Parkin's hut or after seeing him. Mg Mg wasn
2 One thing Mg Mg could remember was that he hims
thought that,"h_elj -amﬁsbd beauty had made the rain dr
evaporate. - '
At that time in one of the rooms upstairs of" Wragby '_
The husband was awakened from his sleep becaus e
the lightning conung_mtp the room through the \mndow_s;'
could not decide.if_iflwas-just a dream. He felt somethil
urging him. He had the desire to go to his wife's room. ' ¥
; Supported by his two hands on the floor; he clin f_:
t" down from his bed. He dragged the lower part of his t ‘
on the floor. By trying in this way with much dlfﬁculty e
near to the door of his wife's bed-room. A
" The door was left ajar. From there he looked intof
room. As he had expected, the wife wasnotin. %
Perhaps because of his utmost effort to get to his wi

room --- or was there something troubling him?--- The count
was exhausted already. His whole body was covered with
sweat. For a count he was qulte young; he nnght be still in his
forties.

He crawied to a nearby wmdow Hehadtotryalot to
get his head to the window. From the window he looked at
the watchman's hut. KON = '

But he could see nothing, S

Darkness had overwhelmed the o’uts_idé world.

LI T T T S -

Inside the two storyed house next to alarge lake at the
town on the mountain was. .. R

He and the driver slept downstairs KoKoand Sylvia
occpuied the top floor ofthe guest house. '

Then --

To make it short, these things wouldn't be mentioned.

On the return journey, the number of people on the car
decreased. He and Ko Ko took the front seat together.

Although Maung Maung kept quiet, Ko Ko and the
driver chatted a lot. Their ideas matched. They must have
discussed it behind Maung Maung.
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“ view thetape and see how beautiful she looked. She isf:

ﬂ_l"i

‘Bacause of the noise of the car, Maung Maung coul
not hear what the driver-was saying. He could hear only th
voice of Ko Ko who had taken the middle seat .. '

" She said she would ga to Lashio and aﬂer Lask
Ngapali." * sy

to me. True love is a good topic to be disucussed in video
films only. Practically you can't make use of it. Money is the
most essential thing on earth. If you have money, you can do
anything you like. Because I want toshow this to you practi-
ally, I have brought you purposely along this trip."

Ko Ko should have talked_.fnrthri_ght like that.

* ok ko ok ._'_*'-_,

" It's not my concem azhy more, with whomever §§
took bath. The main thmg forme is to have a bath with'h
together. Now I've dene it. Infuture I can take bath tog th h
with whomever I warit. I have the same right that she has.* 1 was not the right thing for her to do. :

" " Ah = Thad fo give the tape to her. She wante She tried to stop pampering herself anéﬁﬂfrﬂtng her -
' 3 desire.

-She dec1ded not to go to Parkm’shut anymore because

£ % xx *
young. She must have an expectation of her own."
~ KoKowas not very good at talking, although h
came very richbecause of his video business. He talked bhi T
Those who knew about him could forgive him. 3
" Well, Maung Maung. If you marry Htar Htar wh e
rather poor, you will be in trouble. If you marry Thet Yi
whom I like to see you marry, and whois the only daughites
rich parents, you will be rich. And I'll also have prestige:
yoiz"fknn;w we don't have any parents, 1 am not onl
brother but also a father, a mother to you. So you must

After coming back from the td.\'i\?n on the mountain, Ko
Ko could hold up his head because he had money and he
sould take bath with any v woman'fle wanted to.

It seemed that Ko Ko was regarding Maung Maung
s a soft guy.

* * * * *

She tried vainly to go against her desire of going to
Parkin. She had been in Parkin’s arms for many mghts

Now, she had been expecting a baby.

¥ % 0k * *




After ten days or so, Ko Ko did not look very ha )

Perhaps he was not well, Mg Mg suspected.. 3
« On the day he had the suspicion, there was a call u'

A PAIR OF SQUINT EYES

Yangon. : _
Ko KO s face bnghtened up while he was ans "’-. I always found rnySelf captivated by her squint eyes.
the call : - When she thought deeper the eyes became squinter. I be-

##***

ieved that there were shades of kindness in those squint eyes.

Attheend of the novel the wife divorced the oount My beloved Ngwe Hlamg :
went away With Parkin. ' B Very charming and graceful Ngwe Hlamg, thh those
ENERSY. TN *« k. % 2 3qu1nt eyes

But now, those tender sqmnt eyes became wet with
:ears, because of me.

Sk ok Kk ok _

If 1 were asked to show the ugliest thing in life, I would
point at an ashtray. Even th:ugliness of the ashtray changed
sstime passed. An ashtray was uglier in the morning than at
aight.

A momh later Ko Ko left Ma Ma Thinn and ma
~ Sylvia

" Well, it would be very good if only Ko Ko had krig
beforehand that mind was not a good thing to be fed.

Style Thit Magazine
November, 1999
Author’s Note

Full of smoked cigarettes and cigars.Dirty with ashes.
Morning breeze was polluted by those foul smell.

The story was inspired by D.H. Lawrence That ugly scene made me remember what I had done

|

o I
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‘was drunk. They were gloomy and covered with smoke. |

e
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=
2
3
N

Hfice.
~ Young and prefty. Possessing an attractive body of high
sexual appeal. Moreover, her movements were active and
selightful, | |
Towards the end of the: month she used to borrow
some money from me. T 51_1195.5__1_‘6_1}/1?61}36(1 her out. I was so

last night. 3

So, the ﬁrst thing I would do when I got up from;;

was to throw the smoked clgarettes and ashes away fro ai_.
ashtray and made it clean |

. . * & L R : 3

- IfIwereto show the thing that I admired and vaI ‘.-‘_

most, I would show & palr -of ealm gyes.

I didn’t nean the eyes. whlchwere calm in the mo

anddaytime. There wasn’t much remarkable about them.!

~ Because my eyes were calm too at those times. -

But I could not help admiring those who possessedt

calm eyes in the evening and at night. E

Their eyes were calm and serene. Their moveme_

were active. Their words were serious. They would not la

at the jokes that were not ﬁ.mn)L

Atsuch mghts my eyes could not be calm becau__

sincere that sometimes even'foi*gof fo’ﬁ’sl%"lﬁéick'the money.
\aybe this was the reason that she bcgan to talk to me en-
mﬂgly i d S S AL T
One night before going to a movie, Iwas caught by
3aby’s eyes. It seemed very challengmg tome."

When she passed by, I got some sweet smell from her,
:nd my heart began to beat liké-a drim. '

She, too, turned back and gave me a glance.

Certainly, this would be my wonderful night.

‘That night Ngwe Hlaing happened to have gone to her
mother’s house. And fortunately, Baby’s husband was away
o0 tout.

In the dark, I waited for her returning ﬁ-o'm the cinema.
To pass away the time quickly, I had to drink a little
~m from the small flat bottle I had in tny jerkin. I had mixed

That was why I adored the men who posqes_sed th
calm eyes in the earlier part of the night. :
% ok % %

143 Baby " 3
The wife of a man who worked together with me in .-'._"



Then only I noticed that my ears were painful and one
of my eyes could not see clearly

“How embarrassmg it was! Baby w&sshnekmg but
even then you didn’t let her go. I could not understand why
you drank till you were sgﬁsele'ss.”

the rum with water to make it ready to drink. :
Baby then came back from cinema, turned on the‘ '
of the door. 'watched her qmetly I followed her till I was
her bed-room. :
“I've been waltmg for you such a long time.”
" Wow ..., you really scared me!" -4
. While she turned around with that exclamation, Ig

5
! It was only ten hours ago. But I could not remember
what had happened to me. The memory was really blurred.

her into my arms swiftly. : “ Ko BaMaung was in a rage. Fortunately, the neigh-
The touch was very soft and gentle And the sme] bours had arrived in time. 0therw15e Idon’t think I would
exmtmgmd sweet. : see you alive." ' '
But after that, thunder and llghtnmg I could see the strong bxg arms s of Baby’s brother, Ko

ok x kK Ba Maung, who lived just a house away from her. -
Sayi__zig these words Ngwe Hlaing started to weep.

“I believe I can manage onmy own ifyou were forced

Twas awakeh‘ed by the sob of Ngwe Hlaing.
Before the iron bars,Icould seemy mfeandchi d \ \
Howhelplessthey were. | to resign. ’ll work and my family will survive. But now, how
i She was carrying the youngest son on her bac
| holding the hand of her elder son. And, there she stoo -'_-
| My four-year old son passed a white handkerc '
me. I took it through the iron bars. I was suffering som -:_
on my forehead. So I touched it with the handkerchief
 white handkerchief got stained with blood: <

can 1 explam all this to my sons when they grow up Iam
really frustrated about this.” '

A man’s reputation should never be stamed It wﬂl be
the best ifit can be as white as snow.

You areright Ngwe Hlaing,

Ngwe Hlaing’s words made me remember what father




* smoke. But when evening came, I started to drink and sm ok

That was why I had got the habbit of throwing away #

e B, S

e o
i !
B oo

had frequently told me. 3 g : &

He saJd “Son, my boy, it doesn tmatter if one do -»_- A _PERN[CIOUS_ NE_GL_IGENCE
thing only once that he should not do hls life can be in
forever.” -
I could see an ashtray ona table inthe police station:
was full of smoked cngaret_tes._an_d ashes.

If had the chance to go out of the iron bars for afé
minutes, [ would throw the smoked cigarettes and cigars i
the dust bin. 8

" Inthepast, I had demded Several times not to drink

Rocky fell down to th_e floor when Joe Louis’ stfaight
aght landed on his head. He was resting on | his right knee and
1ght hand. When number eight was called out, he rose from

‘he floor. Then thh great care he rushed towards Joe and
zaveviolentblows. s o

Joe moved back slcwvnlyr and got to the corner of the
qing. Thenhe carelessly put his hands down. Ashe de, Rocky
madea feint with his left, and then with the nght, he threw a

vigorous blow to the left side of Joe’s face . The i impact was
ike thatof a blg stone falling down on the earth. Joe’s head
shook \aolently s

I saw very clearly h:s sweat ﬂmg into the airin the ceil-
g light that fell over the ring.

In fact, Joe should not have underestimated his oppo-

Then the ashtray became my best companion automaticalf
Next morning, when I saw the ashtray, I regreted alk

smoked cigatettes and ashes from the ashtray. After I b
done that, I felt very much relieved. . e
But now, I felt my heart heavy. It seemed as thou oh
were being pulled down by stones. i3
In fact, life could not be compared to an ashtra b
cause it was very difficult to purify the stained reputai
a man. | '
Cherry Magazuzq
1987, Februar;v

xent.
Because of this right curve of his, Rocky Marclano_

secame the world’ s-most popular boxer. Rocky died in a



plane crash a few years later. From then on, he was not s
inside the ring anymore. People began remembering the
the boxed. * |
Actually Joe should win this fight. Joe was the one¥
knocked Rocky down first. '
‘But beéause of his carelessness, taking things lightl
In the film, Joe Louis’ forehead was still lqssmg thé f
of the rmg _ :
* % % * %
My mind was occupied with the match betweent
Louis and Rocky Marcnano which was video-taped i in r_
and white. ‘. ]
JoeLouisand Iwereinthe same boat, domg the
wrong thing. But Joe Lmus was able to live to sing a d
on guitar for so many years
¥ ok R kR _
It happened whenIgottoa border town where] ;
fora while.
Ontheday of my arrival at that border town wh i
marked only by a stream, I went to visitit. '
There I net her for the first time.

She could speak a little English. Shehad a prominent
nose, cheek bonés that protruded a little and those tantalizing
eyes. My heart beat faster, watching her beauty and listening
to her gibberish. -

Icoildn’t say for sure ifit was because of her creamy
white complexion- that the red motor - bike became more
distinct. Or was it because of the red motor bike that her
complexion became cherry pink? When she mounted the mo-
tor bike I could see her soft and very fair skin through the slit
that was at the backside of the skirt. Well, now, it wouldn’t
be good for me to talk about these.

* Tomakeit short, within afew days we got very familiar
with each other.
- Afterwards-="
: ok k0% * *

The fourth time was also positive.

The doctor fiom the lab seemed to take pity on me. He
sofily told me this: '

- Boxerswhoare it on the lower j Jaw usuially fall on their
kneesatonce.

For me, there was no way to fall on my knee, because

I was sitting on a chair.
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~ bearto seeit..

‘been knowp alréady that.she had inherited the disease. Ho -L
ever, it was their duty to have ablood test. i

E3

- Butmy head dropped.

R S S T

Even then, after two years Chit Pon Thwin would be
left in the world all alone.

< No’é niu‘qh later, they wo{l_ld call “Thwe”. They wq_,__' !
also test Thwe’s blood. Even before the blood test, it | ac changed for all the things that I had in the world. Even then,
there would be nobody to sell the Machine.
O s st R
Well, I thought it whs' ribthing, it was ignorable and I
took it lightly. Now it was gomg tobeall over..

. . Inaway, that was good. I couldn t break the news; .'
Thwe by myself, instead the doctors wguld do it for me and: '
she heard about it her face would turn pale and I couldn- T

- 3 Border Arc_ms Mag_azineA &

Thwe was loved byalot of people in ourtown, fm: =: 1998, February

always wore a sweet smile and also she was kind and help ‘

But now, all these were going to pass and vanish very soon:

.. Thwe who was a very healthy lady had been sufferi g

from iliness and had been having a coughing spell for 1.*:-'

Well -- It was clear, st "

My daughter Chit Pon Thwin had completed her

birthday, It was after the birth of Chit Pon Thwin that I got '

this ?o&lgger town. So she would be free from this dreadful
disease. % -

Ifthere had been a “Time Machine” Iwould haveit all

NzM'n.S‘we:



A FRAGRANT TAMAR
" FLOWER

Dear Maung, '

You have never given me a lot of presents. But of those
few presents you have ever: given me nothing except the tape
recorder is left in my hands. The recorder bears no visible
marking by you, and sothey donot lmowthatltlsagﬁﬁ'om
you. ThereforeIcan keep thlS tape recorder Mthout'havmg
any problem. I

I feel asif T were near you whenever Ilistento the song
“The Small Village” on the tape. Practically, I don’t have the
chance, and I would never have that chancein future, to bein
your arms, but instead the tape has become one of my friends.

Maung = Darling (addressed by a girl
to her lover but it can not be
used by a man to his lover)

P
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‘“Along those lines of Hta Naung trees and
Kokko trees. On the paths in front of the vil-
" lage one will see some rows of Tamar trees.
When .Maung comes back they will drive

away the blues.”

There is no Hta Naung tree in front of my grand
housein Upper Myanmar with whom I am now staymg } '
in front of the house there isa 'I‘amar tree and aKokko tre
There are rows of Tamar trees on both 51des ofther,

front of my house.

housc

Mom and my younger brother arein ‘Yangon. Dad
the town where you lwe I am in a little town five hun '"'_

miles away from yours.

Momis bitterly blaming ydu for Sphmng our ity Wil
consists of only four members, into three. But I don’t

put the blame on you. You haven t spht our famxly purp'\ sel

~ Ithas heenthree months today since I arrived at

Hta Naung
 Kokko

-

Tamar

|| R

" Acacia Leucophla

" Albizzia lebbek

Tragacanth

287

I believe that it is something else.

One day, while we were all staying united in the town

where you lived, my younger brother (Mg Mg Lay) brought a
sky blue sweater to my house. At that time, I didn’t know
anything about love. Mot was very much satisfied with the
sweater. She wasveryhappym knOw that I received a present
from such a decent yo'uhé officer who used to talk softly and
politely. But, I dldn tknowexactly why Mom was happy at
that time. :
Lookmg at the sweater Dad told Mom not to be so
ready to feel- happy about it. Because one day she might
repent of having received that sweater. But Mom didn’t care
about it and just said that there was nothing strange about
young ladies receiving gifts fiom their boy friends. And then
she put the sweater into mylocker carefully.

‘Maung Maung Lay wasn’t lucky that day. Dad warned
him and told him not to bring anything in future. At that time,
Maung Maung Lay was just ten years old. He didn’t under-
stand anything. When you told him to pass the letter and the
sweater to me, his elder sister, he brought it back home hap-
sily. When he got home he realised the true situation. He was

|




ther. Mom, courteous by nature, received you very well. You
knew how to make use of the chance. As soonas Mom went
in to collect the things. for father you would put a letter or
sometimes a present mto my hands
But whenever Dad arrived at Grandma s house in
Yangon, I always showed hiin the letters written by you and
also your gifts. I didn’t fail to show even your photographs
Dad would smile and read your | letters Sometimes, Dad even
admired your poems. But i inthe end Dad would softly say,
~Thamee ... if you love me do not reply to any letter and
don’t forget to show me any more letters he might write to
vou.” I wanted to keep Dad as happy as ever and so I nod-

embarrassed and tears rolled down fromhiseyes. 4
 Fromthen on, you yourselfor through somebody wrote

to me one letter after another. Dad was worried about tha 3
At first, Mom was quite satisfied but later she also began t¢
worry. I wWas very young at that time. Thls shouldn’t havi
happened in this situation, Moreover, you and I had to sta)
together in the same place. It was impossible for me to ee
away from you. When I went to school, Ihad to pass by «_‘_'
house.

had to move to Mom’s mother’s house in- Yangon. Dad\—;
left alone. Anyway, you and I got separated by a far distang
. But there was nothing upsetting about our being pull
apart, except that we could,no longer see each other eve
day, because you could still call | mein Yangon from your toy
everyday. Ifthe call was for me, ‘Grandma or Mom, whoey
happened to answer the phone, would be considerate enq'
to hand over the phone to me. :
Moreover, whenever you came 1o Yangon, you wol

~ dropin at our house, Youhad a good reasonto come_.t_
heuse. You would ask if we had anyrhjng to send to m-:-

ded and Dad would give me a soft kiss on my forehead and
say “Nice little glrl 2

was struck by misfortune. That was, we received very bad
news about you from the wife of an oﬁicer who worked in
vourdepartment.© " i ;

Aunty Hla was a close friend of Mom With anger in
her voice she talked about you to Mom...The news was that

Tkamee = my dear daughter N |

| 259 |

But , four months after arriving in Yangon, our family .

am et




_brought the lady to the office unashamedly So everyone 3

BEX 291 §

you had been going steady with a tutor from the umverszty
a big town which was not very far from where you fived

- Aunty went on sayingt that was not just dating, but
were arrangmg for their engagement ‘She said whatever
did it wasnot her concern. But she sazd the whole dep
ment knew what you had done to me before - - and that y8

looked at Dad. The first thing I noticed was that I ran into my
bedroom like a little kitten. That time, I could remember,
Autny Nilar, Mom’s younger sister, followed me into the
bedroom.

- WhenI got to the bed - room -- Tdidn’t know what
happened tome...Igota pam in my chest. Itned to breathe

d b | fr
sitpfased and wol A Jike that sha e in very strongly, an then I sob ed. Tears rolled down from

That day father was in Yangon From upstalrs he %
listening quietly to what Aunty] Hla was telling Mom. Thé fi
person to react with fear was Mom Mom gnmanced
told father that she felt a chest pain commg on.

"I could see on my father’s face that sacastic smrl
had m:ade when Mom showed happiness for receivin,
from you. But he took Mommto his arms and pressed
chest. He looked shocked also: :Whileholding her in his
he tried to console Mom by saying, “ C’mon, try to b :
There is nothing wrong on our side. Just take it that it;
because of what we had done in the pre\nous existent
can’tbehelped” . ' e

- With tears in our eyes Maung Maung Lay and
helped Dadito press Mom’s chest and I was shocked

my eyes. I got a feehng that I had never felt before.
Aunty Nilar was wiping away my tears tenderly _
Aﬁer sometime, I came round and then asked Aunty
Nilar what had happened to me. o _
Aun.ty Nﬂar s answer was just, “ Well, Thamee, tlus is
what lovei 1s Ty
Ttistrue, Maung only then did Tknow for myselfthat
I was deeply in love with you. 1 am elght years younger than
vou, Maung. The life experience I had was nothing to speak
»f yet. If only you knew about me I am certain that you’d
| zave pityonme: a person sO young and soﬁ feeling love and
osingitallatonce. - - RSy, _
‘But, Maung; you were a queer man. It was drﬁicult to-
mnderstand you. Even after that shameful thing you didn’t fil




to drop in at our house in Yangon. And, pretending that yo |
had not ever done anything wrong, you would just walk inf
the Sitting room, take a seat and would have the cheek to say
“ Aunty, I'm going back onsqand s day Anythmg toc
for Uncle?”’ E

Maung, when Mom was young she used to be v
proud She had known no faiture in her life. If she were sti
the woman she then was, I would shudder at the thought
things she would certamly do to you, seeing you step into he

haps that was why she Wao'ho Ionger her proud self. As ust
she would offer you cither coffee or tea or cold drink. AR
that she would keep her mouth shut. If we had nothing#
ser_ld_'t_o Dad, we did not want to appear rude by bluntlyf
fusing your kind offer to take tﬁé things for father. Therefo!
Mom would at least scn'bble a lme or two to Dad and end
through you. r A

Our famlly is a close-knit 6ne We share the likesa
dislikes or we are of one mind. We'are not conéeited @
bear no ill will. We are atways kind, tolerant and considert
to everfy’oody Therefore, we didn’t blame you for anyt it
___We just took it as our inevitable fate. This’s the way weld

' - . ‘ . | ‘ m
.

at thlI@S

My examination days came while my parents were still
unable to decide what to do about you. Mom was shocked
when she learnt that you were in Yangon during those days.
(By that time you had already been engaged to your second
girl friend.) Mom escorted me to the examination hall and
from it back home. But on the last day of the exam, Mom
failed to escort me, for she was having a dizziness.

On that very day you forced me to accept 2 little ring
and when Mom knew about that, she was greatly surprised.
She was shocked, too. ' :

Telephone calls were made between Mom Dad'who
was left behind inthe town where you were stayingand Dad’s
mother who lived in Upper Myanmar. Finally Grandma from
Upper Myanmar came down to Yangon and took me to her
town,

The ideas of the relatives on Dad’s side who lived in
Upper Myanmar and my family’s ideas were not the same.
Although they were people from Upper Myanmar, Grandma
and my uncles were stiff and stubbon. They never let people
bully them and never give in to others.

I




the worst. It was, you know, an auction like the one in Thait
Pan Maung Wa’s artlcle “Auction.” In that article: a bidder
was very drunk and trying to make a very  high and unreason-
able bid. If his bid were accepted he would bei in great trou-
ble. So his relatives tried to push him down on the ground and
clog his mouth with clqil"m sothat he could not make a single
sound. Now, meles were actmg like that.

At that time Almty Swe from Mandalay stood up and
said, “Well, ﬁ'1ends, please have pity on me. I’ve not ever
been given a lcve letter in my hfe” ( In Myanmar, in those
days, when a man was about to try to win the love of a lady,
he used to initiate with alove letter.) And she stopped short at

~ One day the relatives from Mandalay arrived at
town. Together with the relatives in the town we went 0 f
picnic; the group was thirty, young and old..
We took our seat under a shady tree near the stre: _'
- Before lugch, AurrtyHtwe started to make an announcem
showing an article and saying,: “Before lunch, somethingi
going to be auctioned.” =
“Oh,ltsMaungsnng .
Back in Yangon, it was glven by you. and I had gi —e
it to Mom when I went back home from my exam hall onf __
last day. Mom said it was best to return itto'you but how: ‘;
it get into Aunty Htwe’s hands? Well.. maybe she got it froj
Mom when she was in Yangon. She‘used to go to Yangg
frequently S :
- The pinic was alive thh noises. Beer began to
alively affair. :
Well, the starting price of the ring was 800/- Kyats ;
announced by Aunty Htwe. The first bid was 800/- k
then, 5 pyas more, 10 pyas more and so on.. ,
- Among them, Uncle Kyaw Win from Mandala

In fact, Aunty Swe was a very beautiful lady with a lot
of admirers. She was just acting as if.

People were clapping for Aunty Swe who was holding
atin beer in her hand and iaughmg at her own words.

Finally.. Amlty Swe got the ring for 1200/- Kyats. Of
this amount Aunty Htwe gave me 600/- Kyats and the re-
maining 600/ was paid for'Beer asall had agreed.

Before starting meal, signs by look were shownto each

pya = (cent) there are 100 pyasin a kyat
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| other and then the half-done beer tins were held up.
l Maung, your name was called out and then all of them
yougoodluck. . k
 Butat that time, I missed Maung Maung Lay,
and Dad. Now I saw your ring, and I felt so sad that I co
hardly smile at them. I was really very: sad and words co ’f
express how I felt. :
No sooner had I thought about your ring than s n_

thing else came to my mind and all ofasuddenl stood

~ “Excuseme. Canl say somethmg?”
“No-No--please don t do, What would you llke

C’ mon, sitdown.”

| “Illonly make a mess ofmeny—makmg Couldn’t!
do that later?” ' T
Well--I raised my vonce ovor others’ noises.

~ “I’malso one of the members of this pxcmo Th of

I have the nght to take part in the auction.”
“Oh-- but— the auctionis over already” -

_ “Didn’t you hear the knocking of the table?” 3
“Youare not allowed totake palt in the auction. Ifye

not satlsﬁed, you can goto the pollce station. We’ll sen_

v B
-

”

by car.

tant thmg here s for me to hsten to the elders. 've never done
anything wrong in my life. The other day whena call came, T
answered it , But when I knew it was from him I handed over
the phone to Aunty Htwe, didn’t 17

Applause - applause - applause.

“Well done, Thamee, well done”

“T've already glven my word that in future I’'m going to
live and act as the elders wxsh me to. But now gtve me the
last chance, and that is to take patt in theauction.”

“Wow--" :

. “Thamee, we’ve planned to en}oy ourselves but now
it’s gone,” an Uncle said: ‘

Everybody was quiet, Maung, It was difficult for them

to give in to me, to comply with my request. There were whis-
pérs and they did not look happy a.nymore_'And at last:
“Let hertake part.”
“No, she can’t. Once she gets this ring, she’ll feel a lot
about him whenever she seesit.” “ Ah, it doesn’t matter as
long as she doesn’t make contact with him. ? At that time

. “No -- let me tell you something figst. The most impor- |
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and kissed it with love. The audience waited anxiously. There
was a pin-drop éilence, everything beirrg sO quiet.
Then I threw your ring far into the depth of the stream.
* And after that, what I could remember was the ap-

Uncle Kyaw Win asked me: 8
- “Can you keep the promise that you’ ve glven JLISt now?
. “Icanassure you .

Okey, YOR may.” . - > plause ofthe relatives. There were also kisses of my aunties
- Aunty Swe stood up and asked me:
et - onmywet face. et
“How muich are you oifenng'?” 3 A ,.-. '* ) _,; *

“1300/-Kyats.” , I anﬁwered
“1300/- Kyats once.”
“1300/- Kyats twice.”
. “1300/- Kyats thrice.”
Aﬂer Aunty Htwe called for the third time, UncleK:
Wn tapped the bottom of the steel tiffin with a spoon. E
" I'took out the 700/ - Kyats that Mom had given a .{_
added it to the 600/ - Kyats that Aunty Htwe had given jus '.

“Come and vrsnt our vr!lage, love Welcome

and welcome always.”

You could see the Imes of Tamer trees if you wa.lked
out ﬁ'om theﬁ‘ont of my house and to the left where the rail-
way stanon was.

Maung, youwouldn’t know about Tamarbecause you
are not frem Upper Myanmar. I, too, came to know about’
them only after I had got to Uppetr Myanmar.

d dit to Aun
now and passed it to Austy Swes 0 Tamar doesn’t send out its sweet smell durmg the day
~ With love and affection I toek yourring and then wore
it o : but at night when everybody is sleeping it sends out its sweet
H?Ohg Gad fragrance. '
. ' It was like the love I had for you inside me. I dare not
- “Oh - Help me!” . ; :

announce it to the world.

“Oh- doneit ! ;
. -you’ve done again.” Aslong as there is the sun there will always be days

While they werg making remarks I took off the




and nights, Maung.

So,aslongas s there is night the Tamar flowers will:
g6 on sending out its sweet fragrance. Therefore, wouldy
believe me, if I say that as long as thereare quiet mghts k
will be 2 place where Tamar flowers are sending out
fragrance. _ .

I'love Tamar flowers. 1 apprecxate its sweet fragra
Therefore, among the lines of Tamar trees I keep waiting
you hoping you would come out from there. :

To speak honestly, I am _]l.lSt expectmg you
But I dare not invite you and that is ot because Tamar d O
send out its sweet fragrance anymore. If you know j '_
~ I be very satisfied and happy for ever.

DARK CLOUD OVER THE SOUTH

“Life is like a thorny bamboo.” So they
say. . ‘ o
Alone it comes out and begins strétéhing
out in every direction.

Finally, entangled with others, it cannot
escape. "

In his life too, two branches have grown .
out for two women. '
Mother and Su Su wm.

" Cherry Magazine But now,even though he could not free
No.51 ,' 1989. himself from the entanglement, he must
cut off the b,ranch stretching out towards '
Su Su Win, )
*_ * * * *

“The most 1mponant thmg isto be mtelllgent o

This was what Su Su Wm used to say when she was in her
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There was nobody in the south. But inthe north, there
were chlldren and a group of ladies svvtmmmg and talking
nomly ' :

Nobody witha httle experience would dare take a bath
at Michaungye’s river jetty. He would bein trouble espe-
cially this time of the year inthe month ofMay, when strong
winds were blowing. : :

Only lately, he came to lcnow that if he was going to
take a bathiin that part of the river, first he must be careful not
to have the longyi'ﬁlanup'by the strong wind. He went into

childhood. _
This was, as it were, a song she herself had compo se
and she would often sing it. Later he began to apprecnat
and so he adopted it asamotto. - .
There were times he had to battle w1th ‘others forh
livelihood, or for his life. He was never frightened during t n
battles. He began to make use of his bram catmly E
Thanks to Su Su Win =~

IR RS T i

“Hoo...” S
“Oh- God.” the water with embarrassment facing south and stayed in the
«“Wah  ha. ha.” water for some time. In fact, he dared not face the crowd, so

he did not turn around. His face went pink with embarrass--
ment even though he had his underwear on when the wind
blew up his longyi..

‘When he climbed onto the shore from the water he
was already clever enough to decide what he should be care-
ful of. Sohe kept the longy: tucked tlght between his knees
and he had a sportshirt on. ' _ ;

“Hoo...” There came another gust of wmd

The longyx went downside up again. This time it got

The sound “Hoo” was nothing but just a strongw
the wmd that blew across the Ayeyawaddy Rlver from :
“Oh---God” was the utterance that was made
the longyi Went downside up with the wind. 3
“Wah..ha ..ha..ha” was the noise that came from z_'_
kids who were playing in the river. :
Thank God He was facmg south

,-,:\-

Iougy; T =  sarong in Mymmar .ﬂy!e
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help to conduct medical practice at this cooperative clinic. It
isnearly a month already. By the way -1 heard you were
around Thanbyzayat. How long have you been here?”

“T was transferred here three months a2o. As soon
as I got heré ,Thadtogoona trip. I got back only this
morning .” |

“Well - I'm really glad to see you, Chu

“Those should be my words, Win. ”

“Where are you st'aj,ring"? In a hostel?”

tightened his knees. No way for the longyi to goup any fur-
ther. But the red handkerchief from his pocket flew away witk
the wind. He only managed to watch where it was dnﬂl -»:
away but céuld not chase it. ) . 4

_First he put on his clothes wrung the wet clothes : :';'

: : . : P IPAOI0 5 “Yes sure.”
skinned soft feet wearing a pair of thin white slippers. Wh “Then, why don’t you come and have meal with
he looked up at the owrier of those beautiful feet who w2

: me everyday?”

sitting on the log, he thought his heart leaped to his throa .
 “Hm..Win”
“Chu.” i

The call of his childhood name came very sweetly

his ears. This was the first time after ten long years. _‘:
- SuSu Winpicked up the handkerchiefand handed it
him. “How and why are you here?” He asked her ta[cmg
the handkerchief. =~ : \'
| “Meﬁ"?cwl"he cooperanve of Mlchaungye asked z

“Oh, no ... thanks!. I don’t want to trouble you.”

“Qh ! It’s nothing, I also stay in a little house beside the
clinic with Aunty Ei. Ifyou come, you can enjoy Aunty Ei’s
cooking.”

“What are you doing here, Win? Came to take a bath

“I dare not bathe in the Ayeyawaddy. I just have come
along with Aunty Ei. At this time of evening, it’s rather windy
here. "Hetooka glance at Aunty Ei in the river. While swim-
ming, she smiled at him.
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He couldn’t forget the dinner that he had that mght{

. “Chu, help yourself. We’ve cooked alot of dishes:®
“Well, Icnjoy it very much, but I won't have anymo re
“Why? Because youare nothungry atall?” \‘
“No, I could not swallow because I was having

feelings at the same time: otie happy and the other sad.“::i_
“C’mon. If-yoﬁ can’t enjoy today, you’ll enjoy ta
row.” b
Su Su Win seemed to share the same feeling. C
should not blame both of them for being nervous. Forn 1 !
and a half years they had been away from each othcr;
now they met again unexpectedly. §
“Tomorrow, I'll cook. I’m a good cook.”

- “Aunty Ei, tomorrow' gorma bea hohday for you.=. &

is saymg he is going to cook for us tomorrow.” .
~ SuSuWinshouted to Aunty Ei who was mthe kitcl :
“Well.. in that case it will be hetter 1f he come ~
cooks every day

**"“Then, Aunty Ei, why don’ tyouhxre measacook

pay me 150 kyats per month N
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“I can’t do that if you’re cooking only for amonth or
two. If it will goon forever, I would even like to sign a con-

tract right now.”

AtmtyEl‘swordswem full of meaning. They were sorc
of binding on him. Her words made him excited.
" “C’mon, Aunty Ei, look at Chu. He’s all confused. He
cannot eat, He is so confused that he might run back home.”
~ He left the house at 9:00 pm. The light had gone out.
Su Su Win came with him on his way. Aunty Ei was left at
home. They stopped for a while under a big tree that was by
the side of the road. The whole world was as dark as ever.
Su Su Win slumped into his arms and his lips fell on her face
and neck. .
“I didn’t run away, Win . I didn’t do it before also. You
are the one that left me behind.”
I I
He could not go to Su Su Win’s house the next day.
He could not cook either, because he had to travel to Yangon
onanemergencycall. . .
The bus “East of Aya”‘was running under the hot sun.
Although the minihino bus was running in the direction of the




south, his mind was going in the opposite direction that wa
towards alittle town located inthe central country.
«  All this happened some nine years ago . :

Su Su Win and he were next door neighbours 2
Shwekyatngon quarter in Yenangchaung. Between the tw
compounds, there was a Ta Taing Hmwe bush. This bus
was supported by a shelf and under it SuSu Winand hes
together and passed the unforgettable time of thet life. | 8
¢ould never forget those days and those times and there ;
Ta Taing Hmwe seemed to give offa special sweet fragra n
for him; nevertheless, it’s smell is never to be compared wi -.
that of Shinmataung Thanaka which was smeared on Su@_‘
Win' s face. .

' Su Su Win and he had been together since childhoo
- They had been together, playmg and going to school. W
they reached adolenscence age their puppy love be am

Ta Taing Hmwe = tlie name of a bush flower which gives off a
' - enchanting smell | : ;_
a kind of tree Mumya peniculata), the bark n
root of which areused in making aﬁmgmnt pa -_

for smearing the face and body.

Thanaka =

deeper and deeper. On the last day of their tenth standard
examination Su Su Win and he happened to meet under the
shelf of Ta Taing Hmwe.

The day when the results of the examination were an-
nounced it seemed he was happy but in fact he wasn’t. In-
stead he was desperate. Su Su Win and his parents wanted
both of them to join the Institute of Medicine(Mandalay).
But he went to Pyin Oo Lwin and joined a training course
that would last some time. He could see displeasure in the

eyes of Su Su Win at that time.

The plan to combine the two homes into one was can-
celled unpexpectedly because ofit. His widow mother who
would not talk much possessed a heart of stone. She tried to
hide her feelings but she couldn’t, and reluctantly she agreed
‘to his attending the course. ‘

Hmm....she might think of him as ‘ like father like son.”

On arriving at Pyin Oo Lwin , he wrote to Su Su Win
and waited for a reply, but in vain.

Su Su Win had forgotten him.

He often heard about Su Su Win from his friend and
school-mate Than Saung who was also attending the Institute
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ties. Sometimes despite being a man, he could be sulky. When
he was angry, he would like to use physical force to solve the
problems. Su Su Win, though she was a medical student, had
to do the cooking for him and sooth him. He could ‘catch
two fish at the sametimc’To this day the story about Su Su
Win and the man. with such qualities remains a topic of talk
and an example to the students at the Institute of Medicine
(Mandalay). :

She wasjilted after she had shown her love in all pos—
sible ways. If only the parents had known about this, they
might have died of heart attack or from shame. He was not
sure if Su Su Win’s parents might die or not if they came to
know about her, but he suffered a lot any way. He felt as if’ his
heart were peeled off layer by layer. -

- SuSuWin’sboyfriend married a year ago. He thought
Su Su Win’s wound was also healed. The memory of staying
together with him for some moments under the Ta Taing Hmwe

tree might come back to her.
) * .* * * *

of Medicine (Mandalay) like Su Su Win i

When Su Su Win got to the fifth year, she found abe
friend. After winning Su Su Win’s love, the boyfnend 1
been trying to win the love of a glrl from his owntown. Su :
Win knew this but she didn’tutteraword. ~ -

Su Su Win didn’t want to give n'ouble to her boyﬁ'l
She and her boyfriend, although still in love, quarrelled T
often. And there were still a lot of times that they stayed {
gether, went around together, ate togcther and after s .,g-'
time got involved.

The girl whom Su Su Win'’s boyfnend was after s
named “Nang” When “Nang” accepted the love of S&
Win’s boyfriend, the story about Su ‘Su winand her boyfier
cametoanend. - 3

Tt was not only Su Su Winwho wasleft surpnsed
that happened. The whole of the Institute of Medicine () _'_
dalay) wasalso left surprised. SuSu Win, whenever she ha
problems, she could use her brain and decide calmly. B e;;__
why did Su Su Win haveto let go of hetboyﬁlend? He
dldn’t know the reason. o

PN After two days in Yangon he went back in the same
Su SuWin’s ooyﬁxend possessed velyoutstandmg

bus “East of Aya”. He happened to read thenewspaper he




had bought before dawn at the Yangon-Ayeya bus statiol

only after passing Taungdwingyi.
“Nang Saing Kham”
The wife of Su Su Win’s boyfriend.

“Suddén death .”He spelled out the name to make's

‘He couldn’t be wrong. The burial of “Nang” wo

take place at Magwe on the following day, the obituary ng

tice Said.

The news which he heard from the passengers whe

the bus stopped for a while at Pyay bus station came to'}
There had béen a car accident near Magwe. The &

was from the Shan state and the passengers were on a pi
grimage. Although one of the passengers who was a doct
was not seriously injured, his wife died on the spot. -
The unlucky “Nang.” .

But slowly he came to see that the bad luck of “Na

n:ught pass on to him. :
Nang’s husband became single again.

2 “Nang had given herhusband freedom by glv:mg :

‘her ownmf&
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How would this affect Su Su Win?

Than Saung’s words came inte his ears again.

“ Su Su Win said if the boyfriend came back toherasa
widower or a divorcee, she would not accept him. Eveniif he
were the one and only man left on earth she would not
accept him again. Than Saung continued, “ You believe, do
you? I think she was just putting it on, saying like that. She is
trying to hide the feelings that she has had. In her subcon-
scious mind, she might be hoping to win her boyfriend back.
If Nang dies suddenly she would certamly run back to him as
quickly as she can.”

Instinctively he cupped his ears in his hands. When they
arrived at the Thityakauk war-veteran bus stop, he got off the -
car by the front door of the bus. He saw a young lady get
onto the car very quickly from the back door of the bus. -

He suspected, and so went over to the back door and
checked. -
“He felt something frightful was really going to happen.
“Win , where are you going?”

“To Magwe”
“Why ? What are you going to do there?”



© “P’m going to attend a friend’s ﬁmeral taking pl -
tomorrow.” 3
. The wheels of* East of Aya’ bus started toroll. =
Su Su Win smiled and wavedat him. But the smile v as
not as lively as the smile she wore.at the meal he once had
with her, She seemed to have pity onhim. =
But the smile she gave was an answer for his llfe _
"The “East of Aya’ bus, followed by the car from ;
~ office which came to pick him up arrived at the Thityaka _
junction. Although the bus continued onits route, the o. i:_‘
car turned left and took the road with the mgn saying “Eleves
miles to Michaungye” X E
He couldn’t bring himself to hate Su Su Win but |
must try to forget her. Asa thorny bamboo, he came into the
world alone: After that two branches had grown out towz :;-
‘mother and Su Su Win. Now he must cut oﬁ'the branch sticki ._'_
out to Su Su Win. el
He felt as if his heart had broken into pieces and | is
head was boiling. :\
In the battle of life and death, he could use his intell
gencebutwhenl;e had to try to win the heart of a woinan f¢
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was nervous.
For beside the Ayeyawady, on its lower part, he could
see the greenish brown Michaungye.

Maybe because i it wasinthe evening, he could see dark
clouds hanging over the southem part of Michaungye.
Michaungye has a],ways been hke this at this time of
Yw -
He thought there would come a storm again.

Sar Pay Loke Thar Magazine
June, 1987,



MY MOTHER AND MY ONLY
. FRIEND

- I cannot explain very well the difference between these
two words: 'cbmpanion' and 'friend'. But I would like to say
that my mother was my companion who was very close to
me as a friend. '

My mother was 18 years  older than Iwas When she
was 17, she married father. She was riot very short but she
was not atall lady either, When I came to the age of 15, she
and I were of the same height. I became obviously much taller
than my mother when I completed my sixteenth blrthday By
that time, I was already in the tenth standard.

- ‘What I inherited from my father was my height only. In
other respects I took after my mother.

What I inherited from her was her long eye-lashes, grey
eyes, well-proportioned, neat and clear-cut nose that was
nice to look at from all sides, innocent smiling lips and fair




318

complexion.

Mother looked young and beautrﬁrl still. I was alre ;.__
tal and well-structured by that ttme When my mother and'
went out together, people who dldﬂ t know us thought W
were brother and sister. They thought that Way because _'
faces were like those produced as it were, by the same

chine at the same factory.

This was one of those thmgs that made my mother e
pleased. Mother enjoyed being asked if we were brother an
sister. But I knew for sure that people were not asking .’
just to please her. Whenever we went out together mo :
would keep her loose hair falling all over her back reachin

. down to her waist. -

- Moreover, she always beautified herselfand iorew tht

tight kind of clothes that would look nice on her. Therefor

mother could not look more than ten years older than'T

I was often left with mother at home whenever my:
ther went on business trips. He was seldom-at home. Both: '-__
'uswere always alone at home. But whenever my motherhad
something to discuss she would treat me asa grownup ang

discuss it with me. We discussed things openly.

Actually mother was giving me chances. In some cases
I failed to advise her eﬁ‘eotively ‘Even so I was very happy
and satisfied whenever she discussed affairs of the house.

Although riothier was very frank with me, there was
sullacardthatwas not lard down. She keptttseeret I thought
that way and there was a reason for it.

Mother was young, beautiful and active. But the way
she treated father was cool. I had never seenfather and mother
together ina happy mood. '

Father was etght years older than mother. My mother
was like a little schoolgu'l in front of the teacher when she was
in front of father. I often thought that it was because mother
was much younger than father.

When father went on a business trip, mother was left

' aloneat home. During those times, she would take me to the

General Aung Sanmarket and other shopping centres. Mother
was very happy.w.hen people watched us in admiration.

Mother had a sound reason to be happy. People who
got married young faces a lot of difficulties during their first
years of marriage but when they grow old they enjoy a good
life. I reahsed this later.
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* Mother treated father simply, and father also treated
her with decencyiand kindness. I had seen different kinds of
intes-family relations among my friends’ families. Some wer _
always emoymgaxmngthemselves, teasing. each%}}a' Insome
families, the children had to be so mych afraid oﬁheu’fatﬁ er
that they dared'not look at his face even. The way we dealt
with one another in our faxmly was somethmg halfway b e
tween two such families. _

_ Although mother did not show too much intimacy t C
wards father, she always tried tobe a good wife to him fu il
ing all the duties of a wife. Mothéer came of a rich family. Be
fore she got married she had not ever done any househo
work, not even washing her own clothes but after marrying
 father, she skillfully and systemancally did all the house-work:

She was a good housewife. 3

' When father was at home, Hie was in the habbit of start

ing the day with a cup of hot tea every morning. Therefore,
when father was at home she would get up early, and before
dawn, she would have already finished sweeping the wholé
house and changing the water that was offered to the Bud 3
In order to make it ready when he got up from be d,

she would have water for his face'wash'mg and make him a
cup of hot tea, and as part of her religious routine she would
also listen to the Buddha s teachings on the cassette recorder
tape played @a soothmgly low volume.

6ur l}i‘e had been reallgr peaceful although we were not
a very uch famﬁf the three members %fthe family could live
decenﬂy We did not.own a private car but we could livein a
flat of our own in the heart of the fown.

Whatever dresses mothey wanted, father could afford
to buy with his income. Father seemed to be alittle conserva-
tive. He put all the money that he earned inmy mother s hands.
In fact, father’s property was with mother. 2

Our famﬂy had been a happy and peaceful one but one
Sunday, with the call of the phone a storm broke out at our
home. I had not thought then that, that call would destroy our
peaceful and happy family.

On the first floor was our room and inside the room
there was an attic_Not to miss the phone call when the family
members were in the attic there was one special electrical
equipment attached to the phone to ring louder.

That day, father was on his business trip as usual. Up-
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- was. I was likealittle brother who had abeauuﬁll 51ster
- who did not like his s:ster havmg male fnends
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stairs, mother was hanging the wet clothes on the line
was mthe sﬂ:tmg room alone. Whenthe phone rangve '
I3t once plcked up the recelver to stop the noxce

stalrcase I stopped and watched her answering the phone.
She spoke softly on the phone. It took only one minute,

I thought But she looked nervous and guilty. After hanging

up the phone she tumed ' _"_‘und and faced me. I could see

Goodness o) what had happened to mother?

From that day onwards Ttried several times to ask who
U Myo Myint was but T failed to do that.

Mother looked worried that I might ask that question
so [ took pity on'herand didn’task. |

I could say that we were a small famjl’fdjhst three of us.

away. She had very few relatlves and as s'h'e'i:rvas no
any business, there hadn tbeen any call from men for mothe
“Yes, she is. Who’s speaking, please?”
“U Myo Myint. May I speak to Daw Khin Nway Nwg
for a few minutes.” | g ' o
“Sure. Please hold on”

cT ' How good it would be that unexpected incident would trou-
As I'was going upstairs I wondered who UMyo ' '

ble no oneand leave us alone. But fate did not spare us. It hit
us wolentlyand cruelly. :
That day I was all alone when I came home from school.

When mother heard the el Myo Mymt, her -' Mother was not at home. Father was, as usual, away on a

went round with surpnse as well as thh WOITY. She ews
dropped the clothes she was about to hang. When I obse ve
all this I was shocked and worried.
She ran downstairs at a great speed. ;
1 followed mother but when I got to the rmddle ofth

trip. All three of us had a spare key each. But there was only
one key to my oar'ents’ bedroom and the key was with her.
I was standing on the verandah when I saw father come
into our street. Instead of being happy I got a little shock. I
did not know why, but I ran down the stairs to welcome him.



Although father looked happy to sée me, his eyes were

the verandah, Usually when I ran down to welcome him mo '

would ¢ome out to the verandah and alslo weleome him, .
Father didn’t uttera weord untll he reachied the botta

of the stdircase. But when he opened the door and d1d
see mother, he ‘couldn’t heip askmg me. - ...
“ Where have your 1y mother gone?”
= Payakosu ceremony, father.”

At once his face looked old. Then only I realized tha
had made a mistake. But I had no other reason to give
apart from that. In fact, mother, did go to Payakosu ceremc n
But it was not just Payakosu ceremony. Since the cerem
was done by a very close friend she left the house ea:lf;
seven 0’clock 'm_the morning to help her. She had told 8

yesterday that she would be late.
| I failed to accompany her to her friend’s house, }
cause I had to attend class and I could not also bring &
back home too; she did not give me the address. !

Pmkoyﬂ\ a Buddhist religious ceremony he!d':

Buddh:sr s home.

Father and I stood at the verandah and waited for
mother. I did not know how father felt. It was boiling inside
me. Longmg for mother to-come home was one thing and the
other was father could not’ change clothes since the bedroom
door was locked Ifelt stuffy | for father. I'told father to take a
bath and use my clothes. Father would not listen to me but
went on waiting for her. All this was qmte disappointing to me
and I did not know what to do about it.

Moreover, the words of mother to father a month ago
during a meal came to my mind. My limbs began to go numb.

" Now, mother told father in a very cool and calm tone
that U Myo Myint was in Yangon arid that he called her.

“Did he? Why is he in Yangon?”-

Although father said these very carefully, he could not
hide his jealousy.

_“He said he came to file a tender for a Govement bu!ld—
ing construction,

“Why did he call you?”

" He said, he remembered me."

The conversation stopped there.

Mother had no desire to hide things from father. There- -




_ fore, shetold this to him. She told me about this after so me
| time. But father did not understand her, beoausethe news}
father like a spear. R RPN L
Although father tried to ra:nam i
tinue with his meal. He Was not aﬁiv: 3
around just like a robot ¥ ¥
. By then, Iwasinthe tenth standard Nen:he 1
nor father expldined to me about it. But whatI could g ~'
was that U Myo Myint was the one my father was very n -:'3-
afraid of. He was my mother’s old flame and was the c¢
stant fire in her life. 5
thaﬂthevanousthoughtsﬂmtlwasﬂnnlong I
round and looked at father’s face. Father gave me a vei
weak, seeming smile.  knew it very well. I did not knov %
what I should compare that smile. The closest was the st
of aman about to giveup-hishopes. _ “ ._ _
Then, I looked down the building. The scene that I
nearly stopped my heartbeat. In the old gold coloured P
lica, at the back seat was mother, sitting alone. The car droy
slowly into our street. Inthe driver seat was a man of -
mother’s age. There was no one by his side. ‘

- ‘When the car got to the front of the building it stopped.
Actlvely, Motherleaped off from the car. The man also opened
the &ont door and qame over to say goodbye to mother When

than father Ah loo‘k at mother, she was very beautiful, es-
pecially that day :

Both of them looked up but the bnlhant smlles vanished
when they saw father. :

The two of them smiled and greeted father.

Father srmled and greeted them back but when I saw
that father had to make a lot of effort to smile back to them, I
felt very sad. -

Nobody told me, but I came to know that the man was
U Myo Myint. - ' '

Then U Myo Myint got into the car and drove away.

The way U Myo Myint treated father was the most
terrible thing because he did not so much as talk to him but
left. * ;




There was also much change with mother. Althougk

she looked a little worried, she was very ¢ confident.

v As soon as the door opened mother started to gree

father. ¢
“Sb you have béen' hack a long tlme
“No... ~1ust awhileago.”™

. “I came back from Ma. Than Myint’s Payakosu cer:

emony. U Myo Myint had heard about it and jot_ned us.

were about 6 or 7 old school friends. When it was time to g¢

home, U Myo Myint offered everybody a lift. zgts | stay‘
thest on the way back, I was the last person to be droppe
down. That was why [ was alone in the car.” '
“C’mon, Nway, open the bedroom door.” :
 Father seemed not o be interested in what mother wa
saying. . -_
That night, dinner was the worst [ had ever had in '
life. Father did notopen his mouth for a single word. But h
was not angry with her too. But father’s face was showin :
that he had been carrying a big bundle of trouble inside hin
He managed to control himself.

- Since father was not talking, it was dlﬁ'lcult for mo e

to start a conversationagain. Whatwould mother answer when !
fath'er did not ask her any question? Actually, father shouldi
have accused mother of something at that time. If he had .
done so, I beheve all problemswould have been solved . But.
father did not do that. The next day, father setputona Jour-.
ney rather unexpeetedly As usual, he said goodbye Both|
mother and I could see that beneath that goodbye smile he .
was determmed todo somethmg without con51denng any con-
sequences. h ‘

Father d1d not use to goona trip soon after getting
back home ‘There was no such time as that. He would stay
for at least three or four days settling his business at the store -
houses and only after everything: had been settled he would

go on a trip again.

[t was not yet time for him to go back on a trip. but he
didiit. That was why things that should not ever happen. had
happened. and we were left nonplussed.

That eveping there was a storm in lower Myanmar
region.A steamet sank in the delta. We did not know if father
was in that or not. However, since that time-father had not

come back peither to mother nor to hlS little house:
#. * * * ® -




‘With father not returning home, the activeness of moth‘
also died away. I believed that I nee‘ded tocheer her up mor
than everafter the dlsappearance of father. But most of _
time, mother spent her tlme in her bedroom _W1th the d
locked, - | T =
Although father had passed away ot

tzlsmessdui n

go downalot. Oneof my father’s eider brother i 6m atown

in the delta came to see us.

Mother and [ discussed matters w1th my uncle an Jifeid

he went back with some of mother’s money and some pie
'_ of gold. In fact, uncle was trying to help us contmue w1th m
father’s business.

Once amonth, my uncle came to our house to let moth-
check the facts and figures of the business. The net profit tha If.
uncle gave us every month was not as good as father could -5:
earn but it could cover the expenses of the house as well as}
the expenses for my education. We could even save some.

Wheneveruncle came to the house, my mother would: !
justentertain him as a matter of duty. She was not interest
in what uncle was trying to explain. It was notonly the fac’ts._
and figures that she was not interested in but she was alson :
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morenmerestedmanytlmgeisemhfe
Ithought that afterthe death of father, she had even

_fdi‘lgot_ten-__tp gecﬁtw’th' _me and lLave fun outside doing

nanon see;ngd 'to be the last days of her bright eyes.

As her eyes became dimmer her aim in life and her
hopes also began to fade away. Mother was no longer inter-
ested in my education and also in our business. She wasn’t
interested in her disease that was becoming worse. [ was sure
that her last-_days were miserable to her.

One week before she died, she called me to her bed-
room and laid down the card that she had kept: secretly all her

“Son ..... Thave done three nnsta;kes in my life and the
second and thtrd mistakes that caused your father’s death
had taken away my happiness as a compensation...”

At that time, while saying those things she became so
tired that she had to stop very often before she finished it.




Although with great effort she was telling me all those
things she looked a little relaxed for hawng a chance to speak _

out things she had kept secret throughout her life.

 Phe first mistake was to make my firstlove U Myo-
. Myint, who had a lot of glrlfrlends suﬁ'er by marrymg your :

father” :
“That means you venever loved father”” . :
“But I am a dutiful motherto you and a dutlﬁll wifeto
" your father. And especially, I was falthﬁﬂ to your father. I

~have never betrayed him.” . ' §
Although I had a question for her concerning that, I
tried to forget it. I showed with my eyes for her to contmuaf

talkmg

Maybe because of the onset of pain or an upsurge

emotion, mother’s eyes were with tears. With affection and .

love I wiped away her tears with a handkerchief.

“The second point is that although I’ mfalthﬁll to your
father I could never get U Myo Myint out of myheart.Actually,é}
I shouldn’t have given him a placein my heart. I should try to’
forget him and make my present life happy. But I failed to do :'
it. Thave wrc)ngly placed U Myo Myint.” ! &

$The third point is I came back inlU Myo'Myint’s car
from the Payakosu ceremony. I did not care about that be-
cause [ was domg nothing wrong. I came to know only too
late that I'should have asked Ma ThanMymt to hire a taxi
instead to send me back homeaBecause [ was careless at
that pomt Ihave to glve up everythmg

Aﬁer Saymg what she had to say, she looked a bit
tired but. she seemed light - heaned w1th no more burden in
hermind.”

From that day on, although her face looked clearer,
the pain- was becoming worse.

'Even then, when she died, I knew best that she felt
rather relieved because she had let out everything that she
had inside her.

ok Nt * _* * L]
After the death of mother, [ was left alone in the house.
I continued my university majoring in Psychology and
 leant that fathers love daughters more than sons and moth-
ers love sons more than daughters. _
Whatever it was, even if there was no daughter at home
or not, I was convinced that mother must have loved me.
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- Mother was right when she said she hacl mlsplaced U§ :
Myo Myint. : : 3
-« Mother had made a very senous mxstakethrough her .
carelessness. That was because she presumed that if she
right sheWould not have to.care a’bout otbers .
Because of her two mistakes. to a certam extent :
family had been ruined. - SIS 3
Sometimes I thnught that, when mother came back:
from Daw Than Myint’s Payakosu cerenon ui-l}‘ﬁ?f[yo Myint’s
car; her childhood friends and U Myo Mymi ml.ght have ha ." -
a good time in the car chattering about the old days Was shg e
sentimental about it? Whenever the ﬁlought came tomy mi _' ]
I tried to dismiss it. Whatever it was, I could never put th
blame on mother.

Mother was so eager to take great pride in the f;

that I was like her in appearance. She was pleased and g
 fied whenever she got a chance to go out with me. I love het
so much for taking such pride in me. 3

Yinkhonpwint Magazine
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20 YEHRS lN THE BLUES

I could_n't.help remembenng her whenever I realized

“that somethl ¢ coul posslb!y change a nasty scene into a

I used to remember two thmgs in the past. ‘One was
that I was verygoﬁd at English, and the other was that I was
very much afraxd of dead bodies.

After passing the fourth standard, I wastransferred from
the pnma:y school which was in the same ward as my house
to the oneand only high school in our town.

' There was amortuary very close to that school, and I
had to pass by it on my way to school. And I was very much
unhappy.

From the fifth standard till the tenth standard, that was
altogether six years, I had had to see what I didn't want to
see -- the dead bodies in the mortuary I was young then and
I could not bear to see them.
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There were altogether five classrooms for the tenth-_
standard students and the best students were, 111 sectton ES

which changed my views on the mon:uaxy o

" Yesterday I was correcting your esgays and I am|
across the best essay whmh was wntten in vdry geod hand-
- writing and in which very good_ senten;;e const_;‘uctlcns wel
* TheEnglish-language teacher’s voice was loud a e
clear inthe room, wheré one could only hear the soﬂ wh
tling sound of the wind. E

The students eyes were on the teacher At that tlm
the teacher took a book/and showed it to the students,;_s_a_
ing - | _
" E 40, come and take your book. "
Isawa girl student who was two or thtee rows in fr -."
of me get to the front of the class and respectfully take tt
book from the teacher. ;

When she turned round I looked at e face. Tt w

rare to find a girl with such a smooth and fair complexionina
town like ours in upper Myanmar. In a flash I noticed her
browmsh, sparklmg eyes and her pink lips.

‘But her beauty failed to cool me down or make me
happy, msteadmy head and the tlpS of my ears began to have
tmklmg sensahenm&x exeltement

' Iﬂ my class, I was the best. at Enghsh but now I had
someone. te cempete with. There were altogether thirty nine
students in my'c class and Roll No. E 40 must be the student
who Jomed us just two days before. -

Anyhow, I took that new student asmy No.(1) rival.

" That evening when school was over I walked home
quickly. To have more time to study English, I must find time
whenever possible. :

At school, I gave myself two minutes to get settled in
class before the bell. It wasn't long before the day I had been
looking forward to came. The day that started the first term
would be announced. '

- My heart was beating fast. T tried to cover up my nerv-
ousness but in vain. [ was more nervous but the marks to be
announced first was for the Enghsh paper.




|: .

The teacher said : :
" The marks announced will not be accordmg toro _
numbers. It will be announced in order of merit. 3
Teacher U Aung Than' s announcement made me hol d
my breath. i =
I was braymg for my mll number to be called out ﬁ st
Bmmyprayerwasmvm o ‘
" First: E-40 (82) marks™

Gonel.
My eyes got blurred.

the other roll numbers. My head was spinning.

How clever was she to have fourteen marks more than
me? I was beaten. I couldn't bear the thought of being beaten

by her.

for other subjects were announced in order of merit.

Whenever the marks for one subject was announced, I

" Second : E-17 (68)marks L L
I could not see anything in front of me. I could not he '
After the English marks, U Aung Than who was both -

my class teacher and my English teacher, went on announcing’
 the marks for other subjects. Eike the English marks, the marks -

could hear E-17 called out first two or three times continu-
ously. Then my eyes began to clear. ‘

When the total marks were announced in order of merit,
E-1 7 stood first. L noticed that E-40 was in the sixth position.

‘As usual, .aﬁer one term test, our seating plan was
changed. We had to change oth" seats according to our marks.
This was one of our school's regulations. In other words, it
meant that the studént who stood first had to sit in the first
row on the furthest left and the student who scored the least
had to sit.in the Tast seat of the last row.

‘The student that stood in the sixth position had to sit
behind me and it was she. The thought of her sitting behind
me made me feel excited.

That day everything in the class was fresh and lively.
Even the student that stood last was not depressed but was
determined to work hard for the final examination. And eve-
ryone in the class felt the same.

It was the first time that Itumed round and looked after
changing our places. When I saw 'the smile1 thought I almost
forgot to breathe. Although I was to smile back at her, I
blushed, and could find no word for her




return, too. "
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A little later, I found some words for her.

" Do you have your essay paper w1th you‘? .
"Yes, Ido." _ . W
"™Can I borrow it for a mght? PR IR T
"Why?" o

" Oh.. fjust want to study the best eSSay of the clas‘s 2

" In that case, you‘ll have to iend m'

. Ofcourse Iw:l]“ i

Fromthenon, I made peace thh her n my thoughts 13-_ i

- could also see in her eyes that she was pleased w1th me.

evening I blamed myself for taking such quick steps. _
When we came to the front of the mortuary where there

was a rather large space, I noticed for the first time that the
space was clear of shrubs and creepers and covered with
green grass. And the wind was blowing softly. It was a lovely
~place, 1 remarked for thefirsttime. 1

After passing the’ mortuary she said goodbye and-_--
walked to the left. 1 wa_sleﬁ behind, staring at her back. My - -

That evening, when school was OVer I walked home«_i
 with her. Usually, I thought, I was a slow walker, but that;
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steps almost stopped with surprise when I saw her going into

o _the house withia gourd arbour. The house wason the north o
.-'5the hosplta] alittle at the, back of the patlents ward.

Oh : she_lwéd m that lrtl:le house in ﬁ'ont of’ the mortu-

h e'house I started to think about her.

U ‘she had a beautlﬁxl fac:e and a pretty charm-
mg body, her dresses did not look new and nice. She would
wear onedress éne day and after four to five days, she would

wear the same dress agam ‘Teenagers usually love wearing

good dresses and ornaments. I could recollect that although
she was in her teens, she had no valuable ornaments on her
bady. H :

Sometii_rie later, we got friendly. Apart from English,
she took all the help I gave her concerning other subjecfs
Although we were not together when gomg to school we
went home together intheevenings. -

The lawn in front of the mortuary whxch I thought be-
fore was very large now seemed to begremer and the evemng
breeze also seemed to be blowing more softly

She never refused to walk back‘ﬁome wrfh me but never :

|
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said " yes " when I asked her if I could visit her house. I
wasn't much satisfied about it. i _
As time passed, the second term also ended 1 stoo d
first in clags and she wasin the fifth position. Therefore, she.
had to move to the farthest end of the first row. I felt some-'
thing was missing inside me when she moved to her new seat: '_
Iwasn't happy although I stood ﬁrst and although she came’
_up one position higher. . ‘ g
That evening, aﬁer school she asked me, " You said
~ you were coming to visit my house, didn't you? "I thought she
took pity on me because my face showed that I'was tired and
wasn't much happy. I'thought that was why she invited met 0
her house (But the next day I came to know that Iwasto ally
wrong.) :
~ That evemng, the space in front of the ‘mortuary
the best place in the world for me. As we walked abreast [
looked at heroften: . . .
It wasthe begmnmg of winter and most peoples hps
were dry but hers were d1ﬁ'erent .4
Her llpS were red like rose. Her nght arm which sh_'
putin herbag was golden under the evening sun. '

My steps onthe green grass seemednottobetmdnng
the ground

When we got to the 'front of the mortuary, I saw the
four-wheeied funeral cart. I also heard the moaning of an old
woman. Although such kind of dreadful scene had been very
much annoying to me in the past, now to my surprise, this
scene didn't seem to be unpleasant anymore

When we got unider the gourd arbour I could seea
pair of sorrowﬁil eyesinherhouse. _

The owner of those eyes was. sitting in an easy chair.
When those eyes saw her, they sparkled. I soon realized that
those were the eyes of a father welcoming his daughterback
home.

The owner of the eyes was just like her. He also_;h_a_d
the same features as the daughter's. The brown eyes wel"e
particularly the same. He couldn't be a pure Myanmar Maybe
aKayinora Shan Or...

"Daddy"

"Rebecca...my daughter" _ aF -
My thoughts stopped when I heard the soﬁ a:ndﬁ:mt
greetings of the two. They were talking to eachrother one



moment more. : s,
They weren't using the Myamnar language The
I came to know that, that was thercasonwhy herEnghsh
S0 good - i
Sﬁe mtroduced me to her father The hand str
out earnestly tome, but the persor’ who posse th
did not stand up. I took hoid of that hand and t’he :
time my eyes fell on the foot of the chau' hen nlj( Iknew
that her father was a one-legged man. : %
Then we proceeded to the. round -'study table ‘Th
- weren't many books on it; Learner’s chtlonary and on

two Engllsh novels I was surprised to see the other sch
books aIready packed in a pinewood box.
I saw those books when she opened the box.
opened the box to take out a photograph.
* " This is Daddy and Mumm;r -

Her mother wasin nurse uniform Her father was neath
dressed in European suit. Untill then, her father hadn't lost hi
legyet. gl
2 Daddy use to: be a p1lot He Iost his leg when he ha
todo® f’- eTZency 1andmg at- Myitkyina dueto engine troub e
Dad and Momthen were just married and Mummy-was thes

‘anurse: at Myitkyina Hospital. I was bom three years after
| daddy hadtheaccident"

From what. Ileamt from her, they all had to depend on

| the mothel‘s mcom ARy
The fatﬁer Iooked depressed because he could not eamn

to fetch your Mum. " -
"Yes, Daddy."

“Then only, the father stood up from the chan' The fa-
ther, with the help of the crutches, walked towards the hospi-
tal. Rebecca and I watched him getting further-and as if we
had agreedwe walked out of the house. -

"Come and sit here. It's cool here."

- We sat togethér under the gourd arbour on a seat she
had pointed to. The soft wind cmzied her sweet body smell
towards me. IJmew that mﬁumﬂ'f ays r was ‘going to
surrender my heart to her.” - e

 When T glanced to the rlght I cmald see Rdnoooa's




brown eyes showing her inner feeling that she could not resist _:.
my love anymore. All of a sudden, I dldnt know why, I felt *

!

sométhing missing inside me.
At that time, [ heard Rebecca whlspenng
. "Have you read up all your iessons
"Not much." b fors

. "Whatever you say, I'm sure. you‘ll pass with good '
marks. And, I don't know for sure if ] really kno_.w my lessons

or not, but I'm certain of one thing, That is 'm afraid."
"What are you afraid of 7' ' "
"Theexamand ..."
n md f,ll
. "Things that will happeu after the exam."

I gulped down my emotion without being noticed. Al- :
though the house was neat and tidy, there wasn’t much furni-
ture. My eyes were fixed on the house and I really felt my
heart heavy with the thought of the outcome that she was

facing after passing the exam with good marks.

I asked _n_lj;ﬁelf,._‘-_"What would be done if her parents 'h
could not afford to send her to a university?" Iwas tensed for

 the answer to the question.. -

_ Supposing Iwere.attending.almivmity ina certain town,
she would be left behind sitting under this goud arbour.

- At this thought, I happened to look at her with appre-
.ci;i,tiOn: (I was sitting only one foot away from her at that
time.) Therefore, I.utt;ered éome-wmds ina murmuring man-
ner.

"Well if both of us passed the tenth standard examina-
tion and had a chanee to attend d;ﬁ'erent umvermuos

" "Inthat’ case, you'll at ornce forget Rebecca."

"No butwhy?" :
"You are aman.”
: "It has nothmg todo mthbemg aman. Whereyer I am,
I'l aways be remembermg you."
 Isaidthose words not in a normal way. I would like to
be someone who could make her believe me. But, I didn't
know howto put it in words. When I turned my face towards
her, I didn't know why, I could see her feelmg small: From
then on, I could see the big brown eyes ﬁ]led with sorrow like
her father's. Well.... I could not help feeling: pxtyfor her.
For the ﬁrst tlme in all my llfe I came to k:now about
love and kindness, and I had to take great care not to take
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"Are youKo Myo ? gt
- Talmost Jmnped back with fright when I heardﬂ:.e voice
' nght behmd me. When] stood face to face with her, she asked
me agam, lookmgat my heavmg chest My heart was pound-
"Are you K.Q Myo BT
L Yes aanty How do you get to know my name ? "
“’I‘he gn‘l iald me that a boy by the name of Ko Myo
1 would suxely emﬂe here That makes me guess and ask you."
" Yes»-— aunty, - 1s the girl Rebecca ? If so, where is
shenow?". . "
'Ihey have moved to somewhere like Homalm or Kam,
today."
"'What ? - Did they move today ? How did they move‘?“

Rebecca into my arms.”

* * L SRR 2 *

" The next morning, I didn't see Rebecca at school %

1 was worried with akind of feehng whichIcould
identify. At lurich time, one of my ciassmates told metha
had seen Rebecca and an elderly lady in bille sklrt riear th
mortuary at about 10:00 o'clock, and addedﬂlat '_ tmight be
they were on their way back after seemg t}reheadmaster

- My heart speeded up beating. . .- 47 3

In the evening, 1 ran out of the cl‘assroom Just like al; '
rabblt which jumped out of the bush ﬁ1ghtened bya human’
voice. When 1 saw the gdurd arbour in front of her house I
took qmck strides. 3

All of a sudden, I forgot to take a breath because I{i_ "By motorboat. "
could see the government staffhouse behmd the a.rbourm " Is that so 2 What time did they go to the jetty ? "
its doors and windows'closed. i E " In the afternoon . "
" I rantowards the house and began to knock at the'f Those motorboats never left ontime, I knew that. As I
door continuously:” “Rebecca Rebecca” " was about to run away from the gourd atbour, the old lady

I dldn't notlce that an old woman from the goVemmeﬂt
staff quarte;s was standmg near me. She muist have heard me
because of the continuous knock atthe door R

ot hold of my arm and handed mea 1etter 1 knew it must be
from Rebecca. But I didn't even look at {he adc!ress onthe
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envelope. I put it into my poc':kef and ran'away from t-he' 3

gourd arbour.

~ When I got back home, I threw off my bag, took rn.‘E ;

bicycle and rode to the jetty.
Bt I was late already.

I could see the smoke from the boat movmg slowly in

the distance in ‘the Chindwin Rlver o

1 didn't then thmk Rebecca would know that I h d

more sorrowful eyes thanhers i :
Automatically, my hand went tomy sh1rt pocket

I could see Rebecca's Myanmar handwriting as go'

as Her English handwriting on a sheet of paper which I took
out from the envelope. 3
Ko Myo,
I couldn't bear to say goodbye to you.
Don't think I'm unfriendly.
To meet you some other time in future isa
veryfaintthing. |
Your words "I always think of you" are
: smoere enough tomake me feel peaceful.
Yours once, Rebecca.

Her sorrowful big, brown eyes whichi I saw pre-
vious evening came into vision again. “Why are those eyes so
sorrowful ?” I couldn't make out then. But now I knew.

She knew beforehand that she would haveto go away
from me. She mﬁ‘sf have been feeling so sad at the thought of
it. She must be erhotlonally hurt at the thought of departing
from me while sitting w1th me under the ground arbour.

Now the boat whxch camed her away dlsappeamd at
the bend ofthe river.

But the vision of the house with the gourd arbour in
front of the mortuary could never fade out frommy eyes.

Next year, I looked for her at the university I was at-
tending, but in vain.

Rebecca had said that it was a faint hope for her and
me to meet again, and I knew she was right. '

' * * * £ * ’ :

After graduation, I took up. ajoh‘énd"v;las-transferred
from one town to another in twenty years, ancl oneday Twent
back to visit my little town. ) ot

When I went around the hlgh school and the hospﬂal



“compound, I saw that a lot of buildings had pccupie_d t

- small space in front of the mortuary. ,

AsIwas gazing at the new bulldmgs, m)rhttle daught

i poked me and asked whatlwasloolqng at.Itold my¢ dau

ter and my wife thatwhenl was young, Iusedto go a
 that hospital compound as a school boy. and oW it

possible to go across it because of the many new buildin 3

and that | was amazed by all that. " il

As we were walking on the gravel roadbemde the h '»“

pital compound, both of them said that the hospital was very :

“close to the school. E

I... _ W

I continued to say that if possible the school should;

be so close to the hospital, especially so very close to e

mortuary. I also added that when I was young I had to

I never told my wife and daughter about those wonderful
moments L had had underneath the gourd arbour of that little
houséin front of the mortuary.

Ni Min Swe

past the mortuary to attend school and T wasn’t very happ}
aboutit. .
My daughter - when she heard me mention “mo

ary”, she shrugged a.s if she had got gooseflesh. - 3
'I‘he mom:alywas once a place that frightened me, aj_



‘A WAVE OF A WOMAN

“Well, you mean that U Zaw Win from Mogok?
Yes, he is staying here. He is now out with his friends
from Mogok. He told me a man would come to see

him. Also td ke’ep the man waitfng for him. He said he

would send a car for the man at about 7 p.m. He said
prec:sely so. Wouldn’t you take a seat?”

That was the manager of the guest house answer-
ing my inquiry in a courteous manner. It was now al-
ready half past six. I had to wait half an hour for the
man [ was inquiring about."

[ was making an inquiry about him ata guest house
in the 25th street, Mandalay where 1 had.an appoint-
ment with some of my 1ong-separatcd fr:ends from
Mogok for a get-together chat over ‘dinrfer. I was curi-
ous to know who else might have come aiong wﬂ.h Zaw
Win. I leafed through the check- m.rqgaster A name on
the list sgt my heart throbbing with excitemet. . - |

O e s oot =



 Patrick Lim---that was the name. There could be'fg :
hardly two persons with the same name as thls one. I
wondered if that Patrick le was the very man I knew 3

I becameg more excited. o .
' “Excuse me, where s this Patnck le from‘?’
inquired. :
““They say he lives in Insem” the manager_smd;_

“He is spendmg his stopover here in Manda ay on his
way back from Naungcho. He’s got to see a ffnend of

his at the Mandalay University.”

From what the Manager said the man Was not‘
likely to be the Patrick Lim I knew. My Patrlck Lln't' '
lived in the Shan State. But it baffled me to know that =
he, the man on the check-in list, had got to see a friend
at the Umversuy I wondered if my Patnck had moved

: from the Shan State to Insien.
“So, "you know hlm‘?”

“Ah .. Welf, he i 1s a; fair - complexnoned tall ma "'};

with a tmy scar on his chm Am I right?”

0. ol._t describe the man precisely. He’.f
a good lookmg ‘man, mdeed He’s gone out to take a

_rneal Now he’s about to get back helge, possnbly in time

for you to see him”.
It was Patrick Lim I knew, for sure. If he hap-

__’___pened to get back before the arrival of the car, I must
wﬂly-mlly say hello to hn'n I found myself feeling ex-
f.-etted agam

: \ntmgquletly in a settee in the parlour, I ran in
my mlﬁd’s eye a flashback of thmgs about Patrick Lim,
my thoughts gmng back across seventeen years to the
Mandala_y Arts and Seience University.

AR k ® * * * *

I remembered it vividly: it was the year I966 in
early winter; October or November -- [ was not sure
of the date. Sometime then we were having a delega-
tion from the West on a visit to MASU (Mandalay Arts
and Science University). MASU made an arrangement
for a concert to entertain the delegatlon

Studetits were invited to ‘watch the performance
together with the members of‘the defegatlon The con-
e fo take part
in at least one 1tem on a maj or-\mse basué Each item

cert included several items. Students




must not take more than 25 minutes. All the items must
be such as to appeal the delegation members. Moreo-
ver the way the parts were played must he capable of
getting the intended message across to the audience. 3
El'he Rector had directed the teachers concerned to try
their best to ensur.c the success of the concert The stu~ :
dents were already busy a week ahead one group try-
ing to outdo another. . ek, _
The concert included a vanety of items: Myanmar 2

Marionette show; Karen Traditional: Dance ‘Myanmar: :
Solo Dance; Humourous one-act play; an act illustrat- =
ii}g Myanmar Resistance Movement. We, Physics ma-
jor students were to present a brief drama illustl__'atir_l_gf-
the Myanmar Resistance Movement. The Scenario was:
a Resistance figher, being chased and shot at by the.
Japanese soldiers; ran for his dear life; came to a farm .
where a Karef old woman and her umnamed young%
daughter. saved.hxs life by hldmg him from theJ apa— 3
nese; the.J apaﬁ%se found«him, he pretended to be the,‘
husband oﬁhe young girl; but they betrayed themselves.
by bemg 1n.con$1stent in pretendmg to be husband -s

wife. The drama was designed to povoke laughter. The
old mother and the young daughter were played by two
male students dressed up in feminine clothes, mimick-
ing feminine voices--- an act that drew a lot of laughter

and applause We had memorized all the words and
‘ dlalogues we were to use on the stage. They were all in

Enghsh written by our teachers to enable the delega-
tion m_e_mber to undustand and enjoy the play. I was to
play the part of a-'R'esi_stan'ce fighter, but as an actor on
stage I'had to wear make-up and lipstick. Even before
the dress-rehearsal [ was helped by female students in
learning how to apply make - up and lipstick. They were
really helpful.

I encountered no problem in preparing myself for
my role on stage. My hostel was quite close to the gym-
nasium where the concert was to: be performed So,
when the performance night came, T went to the gym-
nasium, dressed up in Resistance ﬁghte?’s umfom'l, face
made up and taking with me aKaren natlonil eoslume
which I was to change into on stage Just before b,emg

captured by the Japanese soldiers.
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_ Thc gymnasmm was greatly refurbished, with-the
concert stage decorated as ina standard theatre OF
concert hall. Lookmg from the front one could seen
ing but the stage. There was ample space at the___"'
for the concert actors and actresses At MAS U; b;

way, this gymnasium served as its Convocatto
-When I got behind the stage I -Saw. over 30stu
dents gettmg busy, some combing | thelr halr, others ap.
plymg make-up to their faces-- all in a ﬂurry of prepa:
ration for the performance. The fcmale students did.th
dressing - up only when they got to the gymnasrum
perhaps because they were afrald other student mi
make fun of them.
~At7 p.mthe performance started w1th an act by 3 :
Myanmar—language major student. Our turn would.__':;-
come after about an hour. Whrle I was watching the ac
' from below the rlght hand srde of the stage a femal .

_-é‘t a lookmg glass, about a foot long. She_;_

from the yas} 3
looked around for a place to put the looking glass in, ==

-and finding none, she became apparently disappointed.
~She did not seem to haye finished her facial make-up:

she had not even ﬁmshed painting her lips, which, nev-

_'*'_ertheiess? looked nice:with a taint of pinkish colour

_ondered why she came near me. Anyway I
lrged to help her. ' '

[ _;3':‘1’011 ‘may give'me the mitror. I 11 hold it for you.
And aiso these make- -up thmgs and lipsticks.”

I took over the mirror from her and held it on the
wrxsts of 'my hands, palms up, propping it against my..
chest,_,_.l_As I to_.ok_ over the mirror, she drew closer
enough to me to look at herself in the mirror which had
got into a posittion right under the light. She was ap-
parently rather grateful to me. Looking amused at me
dressed up in Resistance fighter’s umform she gave
me her make-up things and hpstlcks saymg “Thank you.
I ‘m afraid I ven’t got much time; _Qur turn comes im-

" mediately after the Myanmm‘-ianguage majors

“You’re a Philosophy major aren’ t‘you‘?” You still
have some time before your tutn on stage Anyway,

et N
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don’t bother gbout me. You can do at leisure. Our turn |

is only after yours.”

. She cast a smiling glance at e, and lookmg at
hers¢lf in the mirror again, she began to pamt herlips,
opening and opemng her mouth. Now her face was just- ':1_
a little over a foot away from mine. Oh, how beautiful
she looked, I thought to myself. I noticed an enticing '

look in her eyes. She had a fair cornplex;on Her jaws

were formed like those of a woman we would in those ;
days describe as an oriental beauty. Philosophy teach- E
. ers must have thought it wise to choose her as a repre-
sentative sample of Myanmar-style beauty. They had
made a good choice. They’re philosophers, that’s why.

My heart was beating hard; I had to take a great
care not to have the mirror drop off my grip. Fortu-
nately for me, she finished all her preparation just five
minutes before~the end of the Myanmar language-ma- 3

jor: students turn

The Phliosophy students presented an item called
‘Hervest-time Dance ---an act that gave highlightto
her beauty i ‘was watchmg her from the side of the

stage, my eyes feasting on her dance movements. I
wondered when and where she had learnt all these things
that could keep the éudience so much enraptured. When
she came off the stage at the end of the Philosophy’s

' -turn, 1 went. over ‘to her and shook hands with her.

“Congratuiatlons
“Thank you” i
nght now it was my turn on stage. As soon as I

. had jumped onto the stage, a sudden outburst of smoke

came on the scene, immediately followed by a rapid
succession of gunfire. It was a scene in which I played
the f)ért of a Resistance fighter.

That night after my performance on the stage, I
had a hard time trying to get to sleep. I could not recall
how | had acted or how others had acted. The only -
one [ kept remembermg, the only one 1 just could not
get out of my mindwas... . -» et e

\ * _"* * & kL

The next day, 'Sunday,‘ all those who took partjing
the concert performance were invited t'the Razat Hall,
where we were entertained to a feast of tea and snacks.



There was not much to talk about it, except that we
were prdised by our teachers, telling us how well whlcl'f'j;:._-
groups of us had played our respectlve parts, whomi

the delegation membcrs had pralsed etc; ete.
| Sunday bcmg a holiday, we were all in casu
dresses. We numbered less than 40 in ali mcludmg abo
- 15 female students. [ was having a hard txme loo,:‘ :
 for my darling ‘Oriental Beauty’. There she was at last,
It was again a moment of sensation. She l_c_aqi_g_gd ever
" more beautiful than she did during the concert night.
- .She was in half-sleeved dress. And the fair.skin of heg_f
. upper arms, seen from behind, set my heart flutterin

. ot |

list of participants in the concert.’] ran my eyes over'_"-"'
the list to find a partxcular name--a name special to me.~
~ There it was: Evane, thtrd year Ph1losophy, Room f

no (I 1 1) ThztsarHall

-It'-"w:a_ from tha‘_t 't{me that I started writing to her, ' g

. Afterthe feast I walked past the table Whe're"t_h'é"? 3
- teachers were sitting. I noticed a list on the table--- a

4

at least a letter each week. I did not want my snow-

§ whlte envelopes to get dirty with anything. So I made
; them by myself, doing all the cutting and folding my-

...self Rather than putting my letters into the post-box, I |
would put them right in the hands of an elderly post-
E man whom 1 had been frlendly with for a long time.

Eva ‘stayed at theThistar Hall; I stayed at the
Aungmmgla Hall.The University post office was in

‘agout’ the middle of the two Halls. Both the Halls were
- within qjgéy.__"él'hout-ing distance of the post office. The

old man might ask himself: what’s the sense of using

) the*bbst:pfﬁce to send letters to a place so very near?

How silly these modern young people are! To me any-
way, he was ah obliging man. He treated my letter with
care not to make it dirty in postmarking. I always made
it sure they did not get dn‘ty, before I left him with a
smile of gratitude. L TIRRER B

At 11 a.m everyday the Thltsar Hall would have
apile of letters on a table. Femﬂlc students thetr classes
already over by then, would be there ch&osmg letters
addressed to them. The old pos‘tg}gq once reylarked,
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“Of all the five hostels on MASU campus, the Thitsar
Hall is the oné and only hall with the largest number of
letters coming in, averaging a hundred a day. The Hall
that recexves the.smallest number is the Ratanabon Hall.” 'fi'
Ratanabon was the hatl of those sxmple folks majormg E

- in Agriculture. _ _
In my letters to her I did not call her Eva or_Nwe.'

. I'simply called her Eve inan afféctiona_té Wéy,-ﬁShé was

" my first love, isn’t she?

. But I never mentioned my name, my 1dent1ty I
- only wrote how deeply [ had been in love with her and !

that everything about. her <like the dresses she wore,

was just lovely and excmﬁg 1o me and also how a chance .-
encounter with her had left me breathless for a few mo-. -
ments. All these letters were written in English. To tell |
you somethmg,you mlght consuier odd about me, [ al-

ways wore Innglpants mstead of longyi for all those
four yeatsat the University.

Ona certaln Thursday in Winter, I went to Pyin
- Oo me w1th some friends. I brought back two small

baskets of fresh strawberries and cherries for her. When

: I got in-front of the Thitsar Hall, it was already half
past seven in the evening. I gave those presents for her

to tﬁe_'_watch woman of the Thitsar Hall. The present -
were to.b‘e‘hahded over to Eva together with my letter

- inawhite envelope.

In the letter I said that the first session of my class
coincided with'her class session on every Friday ina
classrot‘fm close to hers. Every Friday was a lovely day
to me, I said, because it was only on that day that I
could expect to get the oppbrtunity of seeing her and
of making it possible for her to know who I was. I also
told her of the time and labd{éf‘ahd trouble it had taken
me just to prick the flower for her. I expressed my fer-
vent wish to see her wear the flowers on her head on
the next Friday when she came to clags:” o

That night I could not bnng ni)?sel{lwsleep Would
she be so foolish as to'wear the chemes ‘without know-
ing who they were from? Her eyes, howg_\_{cr,.orice sug-
gested that she had made 4 guess, _onl'y"’she was not
quite sure. By now she and her girl friends might be

™ 'JI-?‘-- o
T
F



already engaged in goss‘iping‘about me. She might be
seeking their help in finding out the identity of the man
who wrote love letters to her saying llke ‘Pleasehel
me guess who that guy could be’. They would not. f_'
it difficult’to single out the culpnt among the maie stu
dents of our class that numbered Iess than 40. It '

just a matter of focusing their attentlon on the man-w: _0-"

looked interested in the glrls with chemes in then‘ ha.lr

That night I went to bed wnth the emotu:mal excuement >
of a schoolboy waiting for the result of the exammatlon

3 he had sat for.

The next morning I woke up earlier than usual'{::‘_;; :
~ and took a bath earller than usual. I left with some of 5_:_ 1
my friends for our classroom There they were, as ex-"

pected, with _chernes i theft Bair...
R T et .
But Eve; unlike

. stead Oft:h
neat and tidy way,

Isaw. them Eve aiard all; takmg an inqurring look
Th -were smilmg, as if feelmg sure that some- .

at me:

' l'k_ei_the rest of the g’rouli, wore, in-
ig Pihkiéh:l.‘os.@' in ber hairina rather. |

thing funny was going to happen. My classmates were

bookworms; they were simple in all respects, including
dress; they would not care to take an interest in cher-
+ ries and all that. Eve and her friends might have reck-
'oned from the untlmcly hours the letters were sent, that
j::_._;I,_:t must be a hostel dWellmg student.
B Our class had snly- 15 students staying at the hos-

-'E"'tel We kept company of three or four of the same age

who shared the same likes and dislikes, even the same
taste regardi’ng kmds of clothes, so that one can easily
guess who belonged to which group of friends. Now

 the six gf us had to go past Eve’s classroom which lay

rather close to our classroom; it entailed an unavoid-
able encounter with that group of girls. All my five
friends did not seem to have noticed the cherries the
girls wore in their hair; the ﬂo:wers would not mean
anything to them. We were now walkmg along, engaged
ina heated argument with Tin Maung Swe and Peng
San on one side and Alfry, Tin’ Maung Wm -and Moe
Sam on the other, and me just LLstenmg wul;l no real
interest in what they were talkmg about.-_- _
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great care to maintain poise and composure, afraid that
a slip might give Eva and her friends a clue to the iden- ¢

tity of the man they were trying {6 find out. So I made

a femt of taking no notice of Eve and company, by pre-
tendmg as if I were busy talkmg with my friends, thoughf.'_'_f
in fact I wag se¢ing them from the corners of my eyes, «
focusing their attention on me. My play- actmg was a
success, because the glrls were left apparently begutled_'___- "
into believing that I had no mterest in them at all and_ '_'_
. perhaps chsappomtmg and’ angermg them a great deal.

Nevertheless they were not likely to give up eas- 2

ily. They would keep trying to deal a finishing punch to

- “me in the next encounter. | was now composing a let-
ter to Eve, I would send it the next day, and they would' 3

then put their heads to getl'ter to know how to react.

1 felt I shottld not write in English this time. I had 1
alot to wnte abmit ‘so full of intense emotions was my 1

heart. T ti‘toug'ht words in English would not be ableto' =
5B c’ 3

grasp the &'ﬁ‘é‘le gamut of my emotions.

Izscrtbbled down in rough a few lines of Ko Myat a

\

Thu’s ‘A Wave ofa Woman X ‘song then popularon

University campus. It was not a song you often hear on
Myanmar Radio, it was a song of MASU origin. It ran:
‘O my darling, you’re a wave of a woman. You're
so unkind, leaving. me: Does it give you pleasure to see
me left in tears with no one to console me, dear?”
I wrote down the whole song from beginning to
end. I also wrote that I was feeling almost heart -

' broken, almost crlppled by my feelings for her, etc, I

also sald’I was SO- much infatuated with her that I knew

- every dress she: wore. I knew, for instance, that she

had not: worm that yellow1sh skirt and that black
sweater for quite some time --- for over 20 days, as |

" had noted it down in my dlary Lrequested her to put
- on that yellowish skirt and’ that black sweater. "You

look most beautiful in those clothes, most beautlful on
the entire campus said in my Ietter ‘lf y:du come to
class in these clothes, rn take it as é‘stgn’ t‘)f you grant-

| ing me a chance to talk to you, otherwlse, I ll»lea\fe the

MASU campus for good" I MY E e _-'

It was such a long ‘wait: before the commg of the
expected Friday, but come it did at last. lt was the hap-

ZE et .

L

: e



piest Friday for me, seeing Eve dressed in that yello i

ish skirt and black sweater standing in the comdor
the classroom of Eve. [ had a rather hard time trym
to keep myself from being carried away by an. upsur

of joyoussemotions like a student who had _]LlSt comer

out successful in the matriculation. examlnatlon Ev
friends were obvlously pleased to see me: feastlng
eyes on her and perhaps they were gossnppmg abou“

my being the very man they had ‘been trymg to ﬁnd o'.

since the prevxous week

- When class-was over, I took a br1sk walk behln" \
Eve and her friends. Knowmg that.I was folIowmg be.; 3
hind her Eve’ frlends Tet hier walk a few steps in fron" |

in order for me and- Eve to Liave a free private cha,'

How thoughtful of themt And how kind-hearted! B.__'; __3 .

they did not iag too far behind. Inspite of their appar r-
ent md;fference,_

busy thh thelr own cl:nt chat th E

walked along, keeping close to her. She looked em-
barrassed Withan apologetic smile, she said, “I’m sorry
blrt 1 don 1 remember you”.

e Ah 1 hope you remember the night we had a

: concert” | ¢ remmded her “Someone then helped you
~by hoidmg a iook;ng glass for you. That someone was

B .h'. Isee Iremember it, I do. I’ve been won-

dermg When I oould have seen you. I’ve been just un- '

‘able to place yOu untll now You were then in military
'unlform That’s why I find it-hard to recogmze you.

Anyway, please don’t feel offended”

‘Please don’t feel offended --- what a lovely
apology! It made me 1mmen5ely happy. Feelmg self-
assured, I sald “Eva, you say you can’t recogmze me,
but as for me, I’ve been Just unablo to brmg myselfto

first met you By the Way; ‘arey

come over to your hostél for_,__ pleasant chat w1th you.”
< dnd lefther, cuﬁm g the con-

So saying, I turnedbac

versation short, since, 11k~e.__ﬁ_._ hier's _l_;_Idents__who had to

tee-'thlsevemng"r‘l 1 ;
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rush off from one class.session to the next one, I had
little time to keep talking. I felt confident that when |
went to her she would surely come downstairs to wel-i
come me in the parlour with a smllmg face So,1 left_‘
her, saying, “Thank, yeu”. o 3
Eve’s original name was Nl Ni Nway before 1t:- _
became Eva Nway as a student at.St. Michael’s. Shé ;;.'
was a girl of Myanmar-style beauty. Nl Ni Nway or
- Eva Nway or just Eva, whatever it 1s of noaccount

What mattered to me at the momerit was the certamty * :

_of having her fora sweetheart Oh what a _]oyous pros-
pect to think of | . ' : '
After a hurried meal‘at the messmg hall I left for .'
my room to’ wrtte down ‘my thoughts in a letter to her. | £
saw Wlston Gumwal; a friend of mine, coming back S
hurrledly from_the_classrooms _ R
“Heygguy. You re-alone, and so Jate. Where in *
the world’ hgve"you been all this while?” *
g _rget it! You _]LISI get msxde the room. Where s §
that feHow Peimr I—h"” e ; ‘ .

?

' Petn Hi: was my roommate He, and the rest of

my friends, were at the messing hall.
~ “He has not been back yet. He’s still there at the
messmg hall”..
' “That s good That gives us time enough”. He

_ pushed me into the room and bolted the door.

“What’s the matter with you. Why so panicky?”
“No moretalkmg, please Now, here they are”. So say-
ing, he drew out a plasttc paekage from his bag and handed

, '_utome S

Dear me‘ They were my letters to Eve' I thought to
myself, shocked ' o
“What’re these thmgs, these letters about‘?" The ques-

* tion slipped out of my mouth. -

“What a question! You re snIl trymg to hide ﬁom me
what is already an open secret. You re.belng sﬂly, ancl you 11
have to pay forit!” He was Speakmg nineeri
tone. I felt self-defence under the cn‘ umstanees.eould only
resultin defeat I thOughtI had better 1mplore ina:

“It’s just astonishing. Qulte mcornprehensible to me.

That's why I ask you what the letters are about” [ sald in the
lowest possible tone of voice.. '

&



Wiston looked considerably sympathetic to me. He sai _-:

inavoice filled with both anger and kind fcelmgs, “You
ways do things damned recklessly. You’ve never cared_
confide such thirigs even to me. Did you ever care to reme
ber that we are sehoolmates with no secrets to be kept hl
den from each other?” RGN

“Iknow you’re feeling short-tempered I’ve been tﬁmk

. ing of telling you all aboutit' only aﬁer I've wonher love

“Oh, how stupid you e to say only aﬁer I’ve won her ,-:;- -

_love!® She’s gota sweetheart already, my. dear fnencl.”

To me this was quitea heart rendmg revelat:lon, a rather

~ shocking experience, mdeed WxSton went on:

. “Her sweetheams Patrick Lim, that fellow a Chermsty- ' :
ma_}or student llvmg in the front row of our hostel. They -—-he
and. she—--have been Iovers since their days together at St. E
Michael’s. When' they got here at MASU they agreedtore-
strain themselves from gomg steady and to concentrate in-

their studies. i usta'few mzﬁutes ago,attheendof =

class Emserlt me for Patnck Ibrought him to her, and then 3
we threé. uﬁlécl to: settle &18 matter in a marmer that would -
'not mai(eyou lose face ‘by sendmg your letters back to you

£ 3

| ordl .

throughme.

Now things had become crystal clear. My visit to her in

'_the evening ‘would only make matters worse. That was why,

Tthought, they had deemed it fit to settle the matter once and

-'%-dldf?amckspeak of me?”

“No quarrel really But your letter gave Evaa lot of
headaclre She said you have been sending letters to her ovér
a pened of three months From where or whori, she did not

-know, she said. But about a month ago, she beganto suspect

you. And it is only this | mmmng that she was sure it is you
who did it all. As for Patrick, he dldn"t speak anything of you.
Instead, he was grateful to you, he sald becausera de-
cided to restart going steady with l"nm m"ertler to prevent
herself from gettmg into trouble.” ey Fi
His breathless exp‘tanatmn over' Wlston ﬂung ‘himself
across the cot, and loalungstead:ly at i, he giggled his ap-
preciation of the way 1 had played a l';)'_"". r s m[é?ﬁlreal life.
“You’re great, my frzend y afm*el”He sa:ﬂ; “You ve
played quite aromanticrole, nsmre splendldly evem than’h@kn
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Brando did in Sayonara. But what a pity it has been, wasting

all your time and efforts like that! If only I'd known all about -
it early enough, I would have urged you to concentrate all
your time and efforts on some girl who hasn’t evenhada

sweetheart. Everythmg would have been OK by nouf’ That
was Wiston teasing meina ﬁ'lendly way. - .

“Lets forget it all, my friend. It has been such a great" '

~ shame. Anyone else knows about 1t‘?'” :
“Oh, what a question, aftér all those three momhs do-

ing all this on the sly! Afterall, what's the gomt in beihg afraid
" of people knowmg about it all? Nobodyﬁu- I assure:- no-
body except three of us knows it. But I think I ought to tell -

Aung Myo and Zaw: Wm ‘about 1t later thlS evening. They
should know, shouldn tthey?” '

 The thought of. Aung Myo and Zaw Win coming to know !
all my folhesstunned me a great deal, because thesetwo friends
of mine wem‘very fond of teasmg' I would.rather diethan =

face thelr teasmg

~ treat you to dmner for your kmdness tonight.” ‘

“Don ttell these tWo guys please don’t. Ipromlce ru

“Poor friend! I'm just kidding you. It’s not that I want 3

-mg tnek upon me'

to eat this thfng or .that-_at' your expénso. I’m not disclosing

this secret thing of; you;s-to anybody. You’ve suffered enough.

I know. Now count your letters. Make sure you get back ail
your letters to her. It’s easy.te know that, with all those serial

" numbers you’ve written on the envelopes.”

i Wiston Gumwali left me. I was now all alone in the

' -room_'—'-isi.lén_t,'wit:h- that package of letters held close to my

bosom. Gumwali’s words of sympathy for me had left me
feelmg‘aﬂthc sadder. Oh, faxe had played too much of ateas-

4By now Eva”&ndher ﬁlehds mlghtbe a]ready gloanng '
over their victory on me. Or bmsnng into laughter ta]lsung about
me? I simply shuddered to go on thinking. Nobody b;&me
could have ever suffered such atmxed feelmg of shameaud
sadness.
I had now only onethmglwotﬂd hke Evaand hcrﬁ'lends
to do for me: just put me to eternal sleep, never»to rise again. -
On the following Saturday, I saw,: ﬁ'om undemeaih a
big tree, Eva and Ppﬂmk gomg downtown in ahorse-cart.
They were seated noteven face to face as you would d expect
some lqvers would be, but rather closé'to each other on the ‘
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There was a sudden look.of sadness on his face. I was
T nonplussed, too. He went on:
¥ _‘ ‘“The eldest son has passed the Elghth Standaxﬂ exam.
G I’ve justcome back from Naungcho, where I put all my three
chtldren in the care of Eva’s father. They have been asking me
o tq .p_ut my childrenin theircare. I've refused all along until I
said to me. I took a look at the man coming into the parlour _-céihcto know thatl should fullfil their wishes not only for my
Fie was Patrick, for sure. He still looked his former self, Wlth -own sake butalso for the sake of my children. My life, you
" no visible change whatsoever. I stood up to greet him. “I—Iello know, is a hard life, with thmg in Yangon to do foraliving as
Patrick.” The man stood, embarrassed looking at me TRAR well asthmgs todo forthe chﬂdren By the way I gotto MASU
“I'm Ko Ko Aung, a Physxcs major You recogmze ; . about m:dday, and told Eva’ s sxster an Assistant Lecturer at
me?”1said. A - W MASU the happy news about my children. She, too, has
' “Gh,yes, Ido. Butyou've got so fat, its hartﬁo recog— : wanted the children to be sent to Nau,ngcho MASU isno
. nize yeu. Where’re you Iwmg now’? In Mandalay‘? Working longer what it used to be Everyﬂﬁ.mg has changed ”.
' in wlruchdepartment‘?” T . 3 “Yes, MASU has changed but you haven tin Myivay -
- Hewas o’bxouslypleased to see me. —-sull looking as handsome as evér.”
i “I now Iivnig mMandalay, workmg at the Commum— : We two had never before tal

~ same seat. The horse-cart was moving slowly and steadily
along the Chancellor Road in the direction of Mandalay town-

centre... farther...and farther away from me.
% * % #* #

“Over there! He’s coming--your friend,” the manager

mmarned Im&tﬁed EVa But, unfortunately, :
aft f5e Z';f‘__\dhﬂd“renwe ve got It was only
1ast year ofbreast cancer
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feeling of sadness that showed up'in his face made me sad, :

too, so that my desire for more talking faded away. I goton
the carand left him, feeling sorry for him.
' My arranged dinner with my friends was not hkely to

be a happy dinner, even if Zaw Win and Ko Hla Maung came &
to join us. There would be no end to our convgrsatlon when— i
ever we friends met together again. We hadantmpatcd that
< A wave of a woman’ would be quite a lively topic for our: ‘-

 reunion chit-chat. But, the way things had tumed outnow, it

 could only be a conversation with sadness in our heart. Ko

Hla Maung, in particular, who hada sympa.theﬂc tender heart
- “would wail ,“Poor’ friend, how unfortunate you are!” So [
| thought it wise to stay srlent at the dlﬁner, keeping itall to

: Waves, as fa: as Iknow, cnly have the nature of com-

mg towards the Water sedge; but there could be times when
waves would.go far away from the water’s edge, drivenbya

Mandalay Arts and Science University which we all loved;
her beloved family; and me whom she mlght have been kind
to, even though not in love with, really.

{

E * Naing Ngan Gon Yi Magazine
2000 September
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